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A LIST OF WHAT'S HAPPENING SATURDAY
Speyside games set to go

The only Highland Games o be held in
Ontario this month are the Speyside Games to
be held in Georgetown Saturday.

Games manger Sandy McAllan says that
the games drew about 6,000 people last year.
This was quite a respectable crowd for the
first time such an event is held.

This year, given the same sort of fine
weather as Jast year, he's expecting 7,500 10
8,000. Only the Fergus and Maxville Games,
both widely-known and long-established can
hope to draw much larger crowds.

The Honorary Chieltain, Lt.Col, Colin
Macdonald of Guelph, will officially open the
Speyside Games at 12:45 p.m,

Lt.-Col. Macdonald is the Deputy High
Commlssioner for Clan Donald In Canada. He
ia also & trustee of the Froach Eilean Socicty
of Canada, which is a committee of the David
Stuart Foundation. This body supports all
sorts of Scoltlsh heritage evenls across
Canada. '

The Carlsburg team and wagon will be
featured in the parade bringing the official
party to the games. i

Both Georgetown pipe bands will also be
In the parade.

Although 1976 was the first ycar [or the

© Speyside Games, they attracted 237 dancers

and 15 pipe bands in the four grades, This
year jopks better.

Already, Mr. McAllan says it has 300
entries for the dancing and more are arriving
dally, They are coming from as far away as
Windsor and Michigan in the west, Owen
Sound and Huntsville ta the north, Brockvilie
to Lhe east and Buffalo and narthern New
York State to the soulh.

Dosncing slarts at 8:30 a.m. and runs
through to about 5 p.m. or later with most
compelitors doing three dances. The massed
fling is scheduled for immediately after the
official apening of the games.

Mr. McAllan wrote to *'40-0dd” bands in
Ontario and Quebec. Of those 17 have already
signed up to come and he expects al feast 20 o
be here for the games.

Four Grade 1 bands have accepled the
invitation and Mr. McAllan hopes to see al
least seven entries in that class on Saturday.

Both the Toronto and District Caledonizn and
Clan McFarlane bands have sald they will
attend the games. They were last year's first

and second place wands In Grade 1. The
Guclph Pipe Band s atso comung to compefe
in Grade 1. .

'The S1. Andrew’s Pipe Band from Detroit
last year's Grade 2 winner, is relurning.

Chippawa Legion Pipe Band, last year's
Girade 4 winners, is returning. This yeas they
campete.in Grade 3.

The Downsview Junior and the Scoltish
Socicty of Windsor, second and third place

" winners in the 1976 Grade 4 competition, wilk

be back in 1977,

The Georgetown Girls’s Pipe Band and
the Torenta Girls Pipe Band also compule in
Grade 4 '

Accarding to John Macdonald, vice-
chairman of the Canadian National Exhibit-
ion Scollish World Festival, there are only
four or five all gir] bands in Canada. Besldes
the Georgetown and Toronto bands there is,
or was, one in London, They were invited to
compete also, but the invitation was returned
marked “address unknown.”

The other all girl bands are reporied to be
in Vancouver and Antigonish, Nova 3cotla,
1o Far away 1o consider inviting.

This means that seeing two all girl bands
in ane competition is something of a navelly.

Al present there are seven bands in the
Grade 4 competition.

Sinee there are usually 15 to 20 members
in 4 band, Mr. MeAllan expects there will be
100 pipers on the field for the pipe band
marchpast following the official opening.

Grade 4 band competition begins at 1:30
p.m. and the four compelitlons will nol end
until aboul 5 p.m.

This year there is a trophy fer the best
drum corps. It will be judged on the field
while the bands are competing in the regular
srratles.

A solo drumming competition is also new
this year and will be open to both nmateur
and professionals. It begins at 8:30 a.m. The
solo piping compelition for amaieurs and
prafessionals is also’ 1o be held in the
TNAOFMnE.

The Kaishin Karate Club of Georgetown
will put on a demonstration of maritnl arts
again this year beginning at 12:1a p.rm.
buring the aflernoon the Millen Gymnasitic

Club will put on a demenstration and Percy
Cowun of Palnockie, Scotland, will be back
showing of { the skill of his trained sheep dogs.

The heavy evenls will be interspersed
with the band and dancing competitions
threughoul the aliernoon.

Su far this year Mr. MeAllan reports that
only three teams have signed up for the
tug-of-war and he hopes there will be at least
one more entry. Last year the event was won
by a team of Brampien lirefighters.

Ten eniries bave recelved for the caber
tass. incinding those of Chuck  Matchell.
George Galway and Bill Campbell of Halton
Hills, This yeoar’s caber is 18 lo 10 feet long
and wetghs aboul 120 pounds, Mr. McAllan
tells s,

aike Milligan of Kitchener tussed the
caber 37 feet, 2 inches just 9 inches farther
than George Galway. Mr. Milligan will be
back this year to defend this title and the one
he earned for putting the 35 pound stone.

vir. McAllan sald new weighls have been
made for the former's walk. This year they
weigh exaclly 400 pounds. )

Although five entries have been received
for the Farmer's Walk, Mr. McAllan Is

disappolnted to find that Fred Riding, will nol '

be able to altend. Last year he lllerally
walked away with the cvent by carrying the
370 odd pound weighls 476 feet. Last year's
second pluce winuer, Bob Whileman, is
recuperaling from a spell in the hospital and
is =il upsure whether he'll be able to
compele even though he plans to attend the
HOmMes anyway.

Tossing the 56 pound weight for height
uver a bar wound up as a tie between George
Galway and Al Mooring last year. Hoth men
heaved it 141 feet. Galway will be back this
year, :

Mr. McAllun says the games committce
are enjoying tremendous help from the parks
and recreation department and the town
works depariment in setting up the grounds.

A 10 foat by 25 foot stage for the dancers
is being bullt on the grounds opposite the
hleachers and 23 concessions huave becn
anthorized for the day. These witl sell
unything from Scottish goods to typical
Seoltish food. They will be operated by local
churchies nnd organizations incloding the
Georpetawn Girl's Pipe Band,

Eor the informed visitor, a brief look at events

The Speyside Highland
Games to be held in the
Georgetown Fairgrounds on
Saturday are the first of 10 sels
ol games to be held in Onlario
this summer.

They will be [(ollowed by
games at Embro on July 1,
Cobourg on July 2, Brant{ord
on July 9, Burlington en July
18, Buntsville on July 23, Max-
ville en July 30, Dulton on
August 1, Bob-Lo on August 6,
and Cambridge and Fergus
bath on Augusi 13.

Since the colorful traditions
pppeal to these of many nalion-
alities the number and size of
the games being held increas-
es annually. This ycar a new
organization called the High-
land Games Association of
Canada started in Ontario in
hopes of uniting all the indiv-
idual games committees a-
cross the couniry.

5o far only cight Ontario
associations including the Hal-
ton-Peel Highland Games As-
sociation have jolned. Mrs.
Betty Henderson of Dutlen,
secrelary of the national asso-
ciation, says they know abaul
games in other parts of the
country and are still trying to
make contacts.

The actuwal beginnings of
Highland Games have been
lost in legend, although It s
generally accepled that they
orginiated o3 a rude form of
entertpinment when clan
chiefs called their men toget-
her for hunting, military exer-
clses, and lo conducl clan
business.

Since they were rough gam-

es in their inceptlon, making
use of whatever the men had at
hand, the organizers of the
Speyside Games have tried to
maintain that unsophisticated
glmosphere.

Speyside Games commliice
" member, Sandy McAllan exp-
lains that the stones used in the
stone throw are just what their
name implles, While other pla-
ces may use specially purcha-
ped rocks to throw, Speyside
does not. '

McAllan went into a farmers
fteld, found a few stones that
he judged to be of an appropri-
ate welght, took them home lo
the bathroom scales and chose
the ones closest to the exact 16

Likewise the pole used in the

ing.

purchased bark, knots, and all,
at a lumberyard near Snel-
grove.

Casling the bar, or tossing
the caber, is said to have
originated among Highland
woodcutters. Caber is the Gae-
lic word for tree trunk, The
cabwer is usually 17 feet long
and weighs 20 pounds. Al-
though there are several theor-
ies on lis erigin including the
suggestion lhat men tossed the
lags (rom one side of a stream
to annther instead of carrying
therm across the water, the
more logical explanation

would be the natural desire of
strong men o show off their
skill and steength by compet-
ing against their comrades
with the materials of their
dally routines.

A well thrown caber musi go
end over end at least once nnd
fall as close as possible to
vestically epposite the throwe-
r.

“We want 1o keep as closc as
possible to the eriginal idea of
the games,” says McAllan,
although he admits that events
like the karate demonstrativn,
thi: gymmnasiic display, and the

sheep dog demanstration have
been atdded to held the attent-
ion of less purist spectaters.

{){ the olher heavy ¢venis
such as tug-of-war, throwing
the welght for height, and
throwing the hammer (which
the Speyside Games does nol
include) only the traditions
behind the Farmer's Walk
would pose a mystery tounitil-
ialed spectators.

Since the Scols were s
partial as ony other people
{o using feats of strength lo
show off their manhpod they
included this in their games,

while the stone of sirength in
their eontests was used for
putting the stone, the manhood
stone was a huge aifair welgh-
ing between one and three
hundred pounds which partic-
ipants must 11 onto o walst-
high wall. This is a somewhal
primitive concept to modern
sports enlhusiasts apparently,

and thus in many North Amer-

icun games the title has been
chonged to Farmer's Walk,

based on the notion that pion-
cer farmers cartied heavy
loads and were virlle males.

. . . and a little about the dances, too

Always a popular calegory
at a Highland Games is dane-

The judges are appointed by
the Highland Dancer’s ASsoc-
intion of Ontario and are all
registered in Seotlind.

According o Georgelown
dancer Kathryn deHueck if
you are irying te pick oul prize
winning dancers you should
check their posture, the way
they point their toes, their
grace of movermnenl, and their
arm positions. ‘

Despite the number of fe-
male dancers scen at present
games all of the dances were
traditlonally male dances and
untii the last few yoars women
were harred frem performing
them at certain ganmes in
Scotland.

As in the case of kilted girls
in bands, the dancers in kills
were frowned upon. Use of o
type of peasant costume called
Aboyne dress, has relieved
teaditionnlists. The dress s
made of tartan, has a gathered
skirt, a white bluuse with puffy
sleeves, and o laved weskil,
The girls go barc-legged in
their dancing slippers or gil-
lies.

The Highland Fling, the
Sword Dance, and the Scann
Truibhas are the three dances
seen regulnrly at commpelitons
although others may he addued
for more advanced dancers,

The fling is a traditional
vietery dance. The inen put
thelr shields on the ground and
danced for joy on top of them.
That is why the dance is
pecformed dn one spol. Miss
detueek says that it 1akes

three or four months te learn

“the fling and it s usually the

first dance a sludent is taught.

Sume say lhe sword dance
oripinated in 1054 Wwhen Mal-
enlm  Conmuore  crossed  his
sword over that of his beaten
(e and donced for Joy across
thr iwn weldDOns.

A second slory suggests that
it was a dance performed to
amuse the troops in camp the
night before & batlle, The
dancers had to be cautious
however, [or if they touched o
sword it was an omen that they
would be wounded In the bat-
e, Displacing a sword fore-
10ld death for the dancer.

Kathryn deblueck suggests

this dance takes five months to
teaen.

The Seann Truibhas needs
five or six months to learn and
is the most recent in origin of
the three dances performed
regularly. When the English
king oullawed the wearing of
kilts after the 1745 Jacobite
rebellion, the Scols turned 1o
making iartan lreusers to
prove o thelr encmy that they
could oulwit him. The high

aleps and graceful fool move- -

ments show Lhelr defiance of
the spirit, if not the letter, of
the King's eommands.

Flora MacDanald's Faney, a

fowing, graceful danece she is
said to have performed in
iribute to the departing Bonnic
FPrince Charlie, is somelimes
seen ul games. The Aboyne
dress |s the traditlonal cos-
tume for this dancesince itisa
woman's dance,

The Satlor's Hornpipe invol
ves o ot of symbolism from
the life of the seafarer while
the Irish jig Is really an
English parody on how they
see the quick temper and
shifting moods of the Irish
people. Bolh these dances nre
also seen ot pames as extras
bestdes the three compulsory
dances. :
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Reed 'calls tor action on water
in Norval, along Silver Creek

Liberal Incumbent Jullan
teed wants the government to
stop 'prlling the wool over the
people’s eyes and come lo
terms with environmental pro-
hiems related Lo the conditlon
ol the wells In Norval and the
woler in Silver Creek."

Reed challenges the validity
of testing procedures of water

GETTING |

samples in the river and said
“the government lsn't tﬂ
the problems serjously ¢
by implying the waler I8
clear." _

In an all candidntes meeting
at Georgetown and district
high school Jast week Mr. Reed

said anyone interested enough
in the problem could check the

i p
N A VOTE

Nuw that she has handouts [rom all the candidates
this Hulton Hills young Indy enly has to make up her mind
which one she prefers. Her brother popped her balloen, her

sister swiped

her penell, and she stuck herself with the

button, She stufled everything back inlo the litter bag they
came in and decided she's glad she's too young to vote, -

| feel compelled 1o write this letter in hopes
think. Some may remembear my slory

—it appeared July 10,

log book which records the
pumber of hows the bypass

p is used at the waler
pollution contrel plaant in
Georgetown.

The Herald checked the log
and discovered thal aince Jan-
uary, 1977, the pump has been
uwsed a totnl of 109.93 bours
pumping 6,595,800 gallons of
contact cholrinated sewnge in-
to the tiver.

The sewnge J)Uﬂlpﬂl 1o this
bypass pump docs not bypass
the plant, oificial stated
emphatically, but does bypass
“certaln vessels” of the plant
and goes inlo a chlorine con-

taet chamber, then inio the

river.

The plant was bullt to handle
a capacity of 1% mlllien gal-
lons per day, and now handles
about 2.25 millien gallons.

During the heavy rainsicrms
a surplus of water runs into the
plant Increasing the volume to
a maximum of 4 milllon gal-
jons per day.

The water pressure bullds up,
the official said, and the water
is pushed through much faster,
which results In & shorter
settling time than aoriginally
intended.

Reed checked Lthe number of
hours lhe bypass pump was
used In February, 1976 and
gald he was appalled.

He referred these figures lo
George Kerr, minister of the
environment, who was uncon-
cerned.

“Unti] the new sewage treat-
ment plant, scheduled for 1979
ls running,’ Mr. Reed said,

“ithe problem will be Intensi--

fled. “iie wonders how much
capaclty the new plant will be

OMB approves

obls to aecept and wilh the

ject growth rate how much
will the bypass pump cantinue
to be used.

And he questions if sewage
bypassing the primary oand
secondary scwage (reatment
systems and pumped only into
the contact chlorination cham-
ber (and then Into the river! is
related to the pellution prob-
lems in Norval wells.

He gaid the problem of con-
taminated waler In Norval
wells became evident about
seven years ago the same time
perlod as overloading prob-
lems started with the sewage
plant in Georgelown.

A Norval resident, Mrs, Ro-
bert Taylor recieved the res-
ults from a water test taken
Sunday night stating her water
{s contaminated for drinking

, with a reading of 80
plus tetal coliform, and six
fecal coliform. A normal read-
ing acceptable from the Board
of Health is 4 eoliform and
zero fecul coliform.

Many residents in Norval
have a similar problem, and
feel there ia & direct relation-
ship between the quality of
water in the river and the

‘water lable.

Reed is now walling for
information on when capital
funding will be released from
the region for the water line
running to Norval.

“The funds are supposed to
be included in the 1978 budget,
Mr. Reed said, “but if the
region doesn'l approve funding
a meeling will be arranged
between myself, George Kerr,
and regional chairman Hic
;r!arrnw to address the prob-
em."

Ontario Munleipal Board Friday approved a zoning
which would permit Garthdale Investments Ltd. to huild a
129-unlt townhouse development at River and Johin Sireets
in Georgetown. The project was oppesed by Focal

Properti

es Ltd., a §.B. McLaughlin subsidiacy, which has

plans for a 381 acre development south of the Credit tiver
an Mountalnview Road. The McLaughlin groun-has
opposed all development on the grounds thal sewage
ireatment plant allocation Wil DE laXen up DY otner
developers, thus leaving none for ils planned development.
The OMB ruling means that Halton Hills council has the
right to declde sewage treatment plant allocation,

To The Readers of
The Herald, Georgetown

page of the Toronto Sun — WIDOW'S $76,000.00 NIGHTMARE"™.

Part of my problam stemmed from the builder, most
Building Inspector of this area overlooked thirteen Bu

it may prompt some peaple 10 étﬂp and
1975 on the full fram

of it from the fact the Chief
ilding Infractions and six Fire

Hazards, overlooked also was the fact a permit was secured with one set of plans
and another set used to build a different house. Only those who have actually e

perienced some such circumstances can fully appreciate the following 2% years i
nightmares and agony which followed.

During that time | wrote to

this purpose- Consumer’'s Affairs, Uniform Building By-Laws,

Ombudsman, O.M.B., Premier
Georgetown Council, the area in which I live.
Parliament, Mr. Julian Reed, he did try, but was hampered by

and telephoned every available department set up for just
Property Rights,
Davis' Office, the list is endless, it also includes the
| did contact my Member of
red tape. Finally in

desperation, | called a Mr. William Johnson, a name ! noticed on an election poster

in my area. Mr. Johnson immediately answered my call,
letters, arranged meetings which he attended on my be

he visited my house, wrote
half. At one point | had

15,000, galions of water, yes 15,000 gailons, flood my basement where all my fur-

niture was stored. Mr.
{another NDP member
knees. They both took time off work to do some of these deeds.
on’’ Mr. Johnson did his level best as a human being. He
his utmost for you, he's that kind of a person.

“Sorry, it's not my jurisdicli
did his utmost for me, he would do
Which brings me to the point of this letter.

Johnson arrived minutes after my call and he and a friend
by the way) baled water for nearly a day, in water up to their
Not once did | hear

Mr. Johnsan is a member of the NDP party. Not once did | hear a word on poliics,

nor a word of repayment. From what | have experience
more interested in the plight of the people and this coun
whose main interest seems to be money and power. If the first
unsatisfactory, try another, if it too fails, go to a third, even thou

too familiar with it.

d, these people seem to be
try than most paoliticians
product you buy is
gh you may not be

Why NOT give the NDP a try? You can vote them in, you can vote them out too it

yOu 50 desire.

Most people are not
sonally. All | can say if it had not been for Mr.
don't think | could have survived this experience. Today,
people should stop and think about the real p

too concerned with politics until it touches their lives per-
Johnson and his friends, | honestly
more than ever before,
erson they are voting in, not just the

caber toss is just a rough log

Celary Cabbage
Onians Sprouts
Cauliflower Broccoli

Pepper Eggplant

name of the party. Would your party give up a day’s wages to bale, by hand, 15,000

Hi
gh Schoal gallons of water out of your basement?

"¢ A.M. 1o DUSK
EVERYDAY UNTIL JUNE y21h.

BEAT MOSS FERTILIZER SALE

4 cu. 1. Pent Moaa QST
-2cu. it Paat Mass Fiep 3 HE
Hillview Carttle Mpanuro 501ha. lwegp "3 Fh
* Hillyiew Catila Manure 25 lhs. ey 25N

' So-groen Lawn Fertilizar 7-7.7 50 1hs Heg 0% '5.95

Handmﬂdﬂ cm“‘s Su-gunuan:ileiiizur10545{1!!11 Mo s *B.895
So groan Weed & Foed 106104010y Fieg (1% w5 *10.95

Foor As Lang At Supplies Last
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FOR EVERY 310 WORTH OF PURCHASES
YU GET 1 PINK GERANIUM FREE
We also supply geass seed, flawer and
vagarahle secds, insect kiilors and other garden pro ducls.
ﬁ

10°

PER BOX

Yams, Fibres & Supplies
for
Knitting, Crochet,
Weaving & Macrame

Thank-you Mr, Johnson, for all your time, your efforts and yourwork on my behalf.
My only regret is that there are not more Bill Johnsons and his kind in this world.
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