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Blue Jays
are for real

It seems that seme people, both in baseball and
media ¢ircles, are expecting and in [act predicting, that
the Toronto Blue Jays, will fall flat on their collective
faces.

Their comments and copy on Jay triumphs always |
seem fa ond with the ever-present *'But”. Perhaps It is
because (L {8 casier tn wrile abaut a loser the Toronto
media has had eight years of experience in this aituation
and in fact can gel dewnright nasty when a predicted loser
performs an aboul-face or perhpas it's just that winner's
tend to be portrayed as the bad guys.

licgardless. and although statistics don't tell the full
tale, through their licst month of operation, the fMledgling
Jays, have to e considered a success.

Only one other expansion team in the American
League, 1he Kunsas City Hoyals have compiled a better
first month wen-lost record than the Jays 12-15 444 per-
centage mark. In facl, in all of baseball, the Jays only trail
the Royals and the Nationn] League's San Diego Padres in
'j} expansion leam [irst manth won-lost records.

- In terms of attendance, the Blue Jays are well on

An for Cards? A faverite | ¢ _ Ilgeirwnﬁn an E:{Dﬂir;fiunft_v:um MHiﬂE L'EHE"E rf:f:r.{rd.'IE]EE
sone for Cards? A faverite form o pre-game warmups, the cards surfaced and a against the Milwaukee Bre antreal Expos, in their first year of operation altrac

relaxation for ballplayers is the seemingly  different sort of game got under way. Whiling Jﬁ}’ﬁ. in foreground, [rn;'llri':frti E:-?Eht[fhﬁ 1.2 million fans. If the Blue Jays keep their average home

endless game of eards. Last Wednesday when away the time before the W | Willis ing Phi attendance mark of upwards of 20,000 fand all indications
inclement weather forced o curtailment al 4 ® Wednesday it , Willis, Sam Ewing, Phil Roof and Bill Singer. are that they will) thien by scason's end, they will have

attracted 1.6 million patrans, well above the current
record held by the Expos.

In April, the Rlue Jays designated hitters were
barreiing along at a 313 ¢lip, second only to the Konsas
City Royals, 276 average.

The Blue Jays pinch hitters came through in fine
style. going 10 for 15 fer 0 625 average, lo nearest rival
Oakiand A's 364 average.

The Jays pitching was ranked seventh in the league and

now that veteran Bill Singer appears to be rounding Into The Ruler of the Reoost, Blue Jay Manager, Roy
form, should be even stronger as the summer campaign Hartsfield. The Blue Joy Managerial appointmint,
WOears on., | represented Hartsficld's advancement to major league
In “'lE maonth of ﬁ[]rl]. three men carried {he Blue baschall, He accumulated an imprﬂ'ﬂﬁh'ﬂ minor IE&E”Q
Jays offensive department. Otto Velez tore up the league, managerial record and to many knowledgeable baseball
the Jays first round draft choice, Bob Boilor was hitting at people, Roy's debut in the malors was long overdue,
arespectable pice and Doug Ault batted over 300 throogh
the month.

Otie Velez, however, his been the blg story for the
Jays in their Ameriean League debut.

Velez was voted Amierican League Player of the
+lonth for the month of April, finishing ahead of
catablished stars, Joe Rudi, of Oakland and Iichie Zisk of
Chicagoe. The Jays rookic lefthander, Jerry Garvin,
finished [ifth in the Player of the Month voting sporting o 4-
€ won-lost record for the month of April.

In the month ol April, Velez was a terror at the plate.
He had an 887 stugging percentage, more than 200 points
ahend of second place Mitchell Page of Oakland, He was
third in doubles, with eight. had the second highest
numbere of total bases, tied with Zisk at 55, behind Page
whn hias 58; was fourth in the league in RBIs with 20, had
the fifth number of bases on balls, 13 and lead the major

leagues in batting, with a 41% average. ¥
Yoes, statistics can be misleading, but the Jays have

more than oumbers 1o throw at their detractors. They

have hustle, talent, a lave of the pame and of perhaps more

NAME THE BLUE JAYS

RULES:—
Three Playoer's Names will
appear in 1nhe  following
Ads,

How 10 Win: In order to be
eligible for Yhe draw,
Readers must send lp the
Players Names and
Position 1o: Blue Jay
Editor, ¢-0 The Herala

There will be 1 Draw weekly,
A jotal ¢f 2 Hickels to be won.

Toronte Argenauls, Chuck Ealy and Peter Meuller mpariancn, lime 2 helk Auposal !
have been working out at Exhibition Stadi . Time to iran oul youthful mistakes, time to adjust,
preparation for Lhe upeoming 1977 CFlL seasan }nr ?ETI;ETL[; HHme 16 adapy o varivus silisitions: thal undoubtedly will TH!S WEEK s SPEC'AL
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4 Door, Light Blue wilh Power Sleering and
Power Brakes, Radio, Radial tires, Wheel
discs, Full power package. Ashby

45 Main 51. M., Acton
fAictan (519) 851-2310
Brampton (4146} 453-1741 .
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& CELANESE CARPETS & OIITE
® U AF. SHEET VINYL
ARMSTRONG "VINYL" CORLON

® CALLOWAY CARFETS

Doug Ault, the Blue Jays designated hero. Ault won
the hearts of the Jays fans in Toronto when he stroked two
home runs in leading the Blue Jays to their hame-opener
win over the Chicago White Sox. Although his bat has
cooled down somewhat, of late, Doug is still second behind
Otto Velez (Double OO} in team batting.

126 Main S1. N.
PH. 853-1190 Acton, Ontario

Shangri-La Garden

CHINESE POLYNESIAN » CTANADIAN CUISINE

—The fIriendliest I[tile
restavrant and home af the
choicest food in fown,
--\/isil our iropical at.
maosphere, Qriental  style
dining lounge.

~-Ample parking space af
rear 9l Yhe restaurant, Ve :
cater 1o parties of all oc casions,

P
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Fom Check (Lefl) and Early Wynn share  the ex-major [eague pitching slar who mixes I

o joke in the broadeasting booth at Exhibllion  baseball knowledge wilh homespun wit - in :

Sadium. The pair broadeast the Blue Jays  equal parts - has aitracted countless number 13A Armstirona Avenu
gmoes for CKFH radio station and the of new fans to the fledgling Toronte team. g RN

combinalivn of the veleran broadeaster and

Gaorgetown, Ontario

877-3123

instant & Commercial Printing

Georgetown & District
AR N ~ Minor Hockey Association

GENERAL MEETING

SUNDAY, MAY 15th.
at 2:00 P.M.

AllL GDMHA COACHES AND MANAGERS
TO ATTEND. ALL PARENTS AND OTHER
INTERESTED PARTIES INVITED.

AN ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR THE
1977 /78 SEASON WILL TAKE PLACE
PLUS
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES,

| NORTH NORTH

|  HALTON HALTON

SPORTS SPORTS
LTD. CAMP

TIMAINST.5. GEORGETOWN, ONT. L7G 162
PHONE 877-7777
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Minnesaie 18 10

Acton, Onfano Chicege 10

Bl Carew, five time American Beague Boatling
Champion, goes through the batrack prior to a game
between the Minnesota Twins and the Blue Jays last week,
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ol ohih b er W ¢ in the
h ! Cerone and veteran Phil Roof. He Is one of the Five players on the Blue Jays roster were once in 1 Tenss o
leugﬂlel:ﬂ: dﬁi{r Eli]-:l:il:; E::ch[:llau run:ntjﬁ; Blue Jays prized possesslons and knowledg- Minnesota ergonization. They include, Dave Mc Kay, Phil : GORDON ALCOTI 853-1752 Sara ity i
fans. Ashby is o member of the Blue Jay eable baschban people have Laggea mim wilh ftoof, Al Woods, Jerry Garvin, and Bill Singer. Caltornia I 7

catching trolka, that also includes Rick the “fulure star' label. MEMORIAL ARENA HALL




