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Love affair

renewed

By COLIN GIBSON
Herald Sports Editor
ev-qo-1 renewed an old love affair last week, one that 1
thought had gone the way of most youthfil Infatuations:
subsequently filed in the back of ene's mind only 1o be
retrieved when -, oring memories,
The by .e flame that [ am referring to is baseball.
Ladic. -nd girls softball is about ready to commence
in Halton Hii's, as is men’s fastball, both the Intercounty
and lndusteial variety. Minor baseball teams will begin
their sumurer campaign shortly and so Jast week | decided
to journct to Toronto and investigale the latest Canadian
sports ! 'nomenon - the Toronto Blue Jays.

[+ -riving to the "' Big Crab Apple'’ L reflected on my
first exp- s1iences with the game of baseball.
Y* . sqterest in the gaome was aroused, nol only by the

glor unerican publications on the newstands that
Bt o owut the wholesomeness of the “Great American
'‘asteae’ but by two characters who entertained me on

* .y a youthful Saturday afternoon.

I'm referring to Dizzy Dean and Pee Wee Reese,
who were the broadcasters for NBC's Game of the Week,
that was picked up by CBUC television every Saturday
many, many vears ago.

At the time, my family was living in Cochrane, tn
Worthern Ontario and the only lelevision channe] that was
available, was CBC through television station CFCL in
Timmons, roughly 60 miles away.

Today, with the advent of Cable T V., one can almost

2 _spin the dia) i pluy..., welevision roulette) and pick up some

channel at any hour of the day, or night. The majority of
the major networks regurgitate sports programs - or in
some cases, what passes as sporls programs - as if the
athletic Armogedon was fast -approaching and sporis
over-kill is becoming a reality.

In the carly 1960°s in Northern Ontario, the weekly
sports fare was limited to Saturday afternoon baseball,
Saturday night hockey (brought to you by Impertal O],
with fatherly Murray Westgate urging you “Look to
Imperial for the best™) and for the grunt and groan
fanatics, late night Salurday wrestling. In those days, the
hockey game didn’t come on until nine o'clock, time only
for » period-and-a-half of play.

There were occassional sports specials, but for the
moat part, fans up North were on a strict sportlng diet,

I think this is what made those Saturday afternoon”

baseball games so special, Dizzy Dean would announce the
games, from somewhere under o 10 or 20 gallon hat and
you would know the game was really underway when he
would utter his first "Podnar.”

Dean and Reese brought something to the game of
baseball that is somebow sadly lacking In the majority of
leday's broadeosting crews. Perbaps it was character and
love of the game. Dizzy might play the buffoon, ond Heese
might play the siraight man to some of Dean's put-ona bt

=+ they never upstaged the game at hand and it was obvlous

that they had a deep love and respect for baseball.

In the carly 1960°s, the New York Yankces were
everybody's favorite team and admittedly, 1 was no
exception, Unabashedly, T loved the Yanks. You couldn’t
pick up a comic book, bul there was Mickey Mantle on the
back cover, the cplitome of the All-American boy.

Jim Bouton's revelations nolwithstanding, in his
bouvk, Hall Four, Maontle's triumphs and tragedy's were
eiched into the minds of a generation of youngsiers, He
was, and stlil is, to many people, what a baseball player -
or perhops an oihlete - was all about.

[ remember cheering Mickey and getting abuolutely
apoplectic when Hoger Maris lofled one over the fence.
“Lacky shot'', [ would mutter, "How much are you paying
the pitcher?™ | would demund as Maris’ image circled the

hases.

BLUE JAY FEATURE

By COLIN GIBSON
Herald Sports Edllor

There is o lar miscon-
ceptlon currently making the
rounds in the eporis sectiona of
tho Toronto media, in {acl, the
Natlonal medin and It con-
cerns Davo Mchay, BMue Jaya
{hird basenian,

Through no fault of hls own,
McKay has been tagged with
the " Designated Canadian' la-
bel. Make no mistake, McKay
is proud of the foct that he s o
Canadlan, but he would much
rather make his mark [n the
major leagues as & ballplayer,
than as a figurehead displayed
to asauvage the Natlonal
payche,

His record for itsell and
there i3 no doubt in the minds
of knowledgeable bascbhall pro-
ple, that with his abllity, re-
gardiess of whether he had
beennt & Tartar from Outer
Mongalla, he was bound to be
picked up when unprotected in
the expansion draft.

McKay is Z7 years old, and
jealously guards the lwo loves
of his lfe, his family and
baseball. Dave and hls wife,
Lena, have a three-year-old
son, Cody and while the family
part only came about recently
, the baschall ture has been
with him for 10 years. -

The Jays third basemengrew
up ln Vancouver, British Co-
lumbia gnd throughoul his
youth, stuck mainly to soccer,
rughy and basketball. e
didn't play hockey, simply
because his pals were into
other sports and therefore the
game didn’t interest him.

He freecly admitted, how-
ever, that given a second
go-round, he would more than
likely look into the game of
hockey more seriously.

Although he went through
the Babe HRuth and Connie
Mack baseball leagues in Bri-
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tish Columbia, McKay's real
Inltiatlon inte the pame of
baseball didn't come nbout
until he was offered o basebali
scholarship to Columbia Bnsin
Junior College in Pnsco Wash-
inglon.

McKay soon discoverd thatl
his Canadian basebull coarcer
had left him sadly lacking in
various capacities.

While he was waonl to put {he
knock on his formative years
basebnll coaches, he found o
vast difference in the approach
to the game, in Canada and the
United States.

He felt that his Canadian
coaches had no concept of the
development of players. Dave
eased this eriticism by noting
however, *'They had nothing to
relaleto, in terms of the ilure
of their players, so It was
mainly a recreational activi-
t}".”

Mckay felt that the Cana-
dian conches were particularly
lax in the knowledge of the
treatment of pitchers and
would sitnply, "Go with their
best for as long and as often as
they could.™ He fell that this
approach has ruined many a
young Canadian pitcher.

For the next esight years,
McKay toiled in the minors,
learning the finer points of the
game and it is in this respeet
thai he questions the “Tlesig-
nated Canadian' role,

*Owver the last 18 years,” he
pointed out, *1've spent, at the
maost, four months of the year
in Canada. The rest of the
time, becouse of basceball, I've
becn down South.”™

It was in 1975 that McKny got
his chance in the mojors.,
when his parent organization,
the Minnesota ‘Twins, elevaled
him because of an injury to
their regular third baseman.

it praved to be quile a debut,
as Mchay homered in his first

When Mantle and Maris were jointly chasing Babe

Ruth's single season home run recard, I decided to get into
the act. I decided, however, In a fit of pique, when Maris
started to pull chead of Mantle in the home run Derby, that

! would top them all - to save face for my hero - by wiping

out Ruth's all-time home run record of 714 in & single
SEas0N,

Through sandlot, plckup, school yard and league
Bames; anywhere some kKind of bLaseball tor seftball)
game was going on, | kept track of my homs runs.

By May T had hit 200. By June, 475, by July, 1 had
passed the 600 home run mark. The momentous month was
Augusl, when [ passed the old “Sultan of Swat.

I recall circling the bases, jumping for joy when
number 715 got Jost In the long grass ond § knew my tjuesl
was over, My enlhusiasm wasn't dampened in the least
when the erstwhile fireballing pitcher, (who had served
upthe last historic offering) informed me that he had to go
hpme because it was time for his nap. Three-year-olds, |
discovered, find historic occasslons rather bering
especlally when they're tired,

My biggest thrill as a youngster came about as a
result of baseball and the New York Yankees.

1 remember | had just finished reading a book
enlitled Bat Boy for the Indians and as it was early in the
year, | declded to write to the Yankees and offer myself for
that prestigious position with my heroes,

I sent the letier to Ralph Houk, the then Manager of
the Yanks (now with the Detroit Tigers) and nddressed it
to Yankee Stadium, somewhere in New York, I didn't
really expect & veply, but severn] week's later, my mother
came Into my room with an envelope addressed to me
from the New York Yankees,

The letter woy datelines Fort Lauderdale Floridna,
the Yankees spring training site and [t was frem Ralph
Houk. He explained o me as gently as he could, that the
Yankee bat boys were reerulted locally and that thecefore
there wasn't much chance [ would get the job,

In o sense, I suppose | had expected as much, bl
what I didn’t expect was the large manila envelope that
arrived two days later, Houk had forwarded to me, an
nutagrnﬁhﬁl plcture of the Yonkees, along with peronal
Licgraphles an all the players, including their ofl season
uddresses (in case | wanted to correspond with them)
several souvenira and a scason schedule.

Needless to say, my Yankee ardour increased by
leaps and baunds.

Baseball died out in Northern Ontarieo and aside
from {he odd plck-up game, my energies were chanelled
into saftball. The love affair that had blossamed so early,
began to whither on the vine (ax so oflen happens) from
lack of attention.

I thought 1 hud gotten nver my puppy love unti) 1
came inio contact with the Toronto Blue Jay organization,
The stirrings begnn agaln, however, almusi a3 seon o4 |
entercd the clubhouse and was assniled by the sights,
sounds, smells and Janguage that are part and parcel of
the game of baseball.

The youthful irreverence of the locker room, the
cockiness, so chvious, yet so essentlal for n young team,
surrounded the Blue Jays. The players and uther Blue Jay
personnel that [ spoke to were, to 4 man, pleasant,
cooperative and above all, enthuslastic,

The Jays will take their knocks, bath on the ficld and
[ram the medla but there is samething about them that
suggests they will rise above the tumult, Call il vitality,
call it aggressiveness, call it youth, if you want. Whatever,
the Toronto Blue Jays have It and they've also aitracied
anather supporter.

New York Is too [ar away nnyway,
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officinl ot bat, only the 43rd
ployer in the histery of the
majurs to pull off such a feat.

This proved to be the high.
light of his baseball career,
prior to being drafted by the
Blue Jays,

He won o slarting spot wilh
the Twins in the spring of last
year, but then an ankle injury
and other assoried problems,
fed to o less than satiafying
yoar,

The Twinsg left him unpro-
tected In the exponsion draft,
he was subsequently picked up
by the Blue Juys, but in truth,
McKay was glad to be rid of
the Minresota orgunization,

"I was very happy when |
wis Ieft gnprotected,'” com-
mented McKay, "1 wanted to
leave the Twins and believe
me, | wasn't the only one. |
believe every Twin, including
Bod Carew wonted out.™
Dave cited tuck of communica-
tion between the players and
management as the maln rea-
son for his disconten! with the
Twins orgamization.

Although be has got off to a
slow start with the Jays, Mc -
Kay's only wish i1 to be ahle to
help ithe team. Although his
hitting has been off, he hos
more than made up for this
shortceming by some brilliant
ficlding.

He is realistic obout his
hasecball career, knowing that
he will probably never rise to
the star status, but as long as
he can make a contribution to
his team.. he will  continue
playing.

Al the relalively young age
of 27, McKay still has a good
many years ashead of him,. He
would like 1o stay in the game
for anpther 19 years, in some
capacily, then through his
bascball contacts, embarkon a
second carecr,

Although he didnt complete

his callege degree, McKay
stresses the importance of ed-
ucalion. 'l would ndvise uny
young pernon lo atlend Univer-
sity,” he stated  You shoulild
try and work bascbuall into
your schouling. It mlight be
raugh , at tmes, bt Il you
wunt anything bad envugh, it
just takes board woerk to o-
chivve your goils.'

COLIN GIBSON,

I'm  forever

lowing bubbles.

e ulae advlsed young ball-
pluyers that you have to be
willlng tu lislen ond learn,
expectally the finer poinls of
the gume, This cun only come
uboit with pracitce, praclice
and more practice

Simlarly, ollhough it might
be difficult at first, a ball-
olayer hos to be willing te

Dave McKay, baseball player

travel. "'You go where you
have 1o go to learn Lhe game."

path. He hos already proven
that he is capable of this,

McKay cbserved,

It's difflcult to tell how far
Dave McKoy wlll go along the
major [eague baseball route
but one thing is certain, he will
toke things in stride and strive
even harder to pvercome what-
s~ver pitfalls may appear In his
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Blue Jay

vulltelder, Gary Woods, isn’t much inlerested in the sports
section as he gets sume mileage out of his chewing gum.
Dave McKay and Alvis Woods check the stats and Woods

tto Velez delty and Pedro Garela find

voosanething to smle about as the weather
2 elosel oo Exhitation Stadium last week,
< Veles s been o standout Tor the Blue Jays,
= The ex-New York Yiankee, whe wos caplured
wo by Hie Blue Jays In the expansion drafl, was

RYDER’S TV

Lois I
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177" Quasar
Color TV
Only $319.00
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LEASING A CAR
OR TRUCK

ANY MAKE ON
MUOLREL

Chevralel

voled the Atnerican League's Plaver of the
Month far the month of April. As proof of
Veles” value te the Javs, he finished ahead of
established major Jeague stars, Joe Rudi of
Californja and Chicage slugger, Richie Zisk,
i the MVE Latating,

No, Dove McKay is not tha
Joys “Designated Canadlan™
he might not even survive the
summer as the Jays regular
third baseman. One Lhing |s
certaln, however, in every
sentse of the word, he is a
professtonal.
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has a right to glow. At press time, his recent torrid hitting
streak, moved him into third place in the American
League batting race,
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Tony tMiva, the sweet singing Minnesota Twins star,

whuse career has been plagued by injuries. When he was
healthy, Oliva was the premier hitter in the American
league but injuries have shunted him to the designated
hitler role.

B.Circust Racing At 1is Best At

ORANGEVILLE
RACEWAY

THURSDAY EVENING

POS5T TIME

SUNDAY AFTERNOON

~ POST TIME  2:00 P.M.
CLUB HOUSE RESERVATION

1-519-941-6961

r~ TENNIS INSTRUCTION

For Beginners
And Intermediates

:: 530. 1% HOUR

SESSIONS
Daylime classos start

OVER
6 WEEKS
DEGINNERS Wednesday May 18th — 10:00 - 11:30a.m.
INTERMEDIATEY - Wednesday May 18th— 1:30. 300 p.m.

Evening clasies start

BEGINNERS . Tuctday May 17th— &:10pm -8pm
or B pm - 9:30 pm

Thursday May 19th &30 - B:00pm

Thursdoy May 19th -—— 8:00 . 9:30 pm

BEGINNERS
INTERMEDIATES -

Woekend Classes
ibguners start trom Saturday May 215t — 1=30pm . I pm

AN Ciasars Conducted on Indaar Tennls Courfs

Call Peter Yates lar More Information 794.020]

(hnridle caPER@R e sy el
3 miles N. of Hwy. 7 on Airport Road .
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