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View fund

“removal with
exireme caution

From outside appearances the
proposal by regional administration
committee to reduce the level of
capital working funds by $200,000
seems a regressive step.

It is a step that regional council
must view with caution, The com-
ments by regional chairman Ric
Morrow that the move could lead {o
bankruptcy on the level of New York
City are extreme, but worthy of
noting.

Halton is a rapidly growing com-
munity with increasing costs
escalatin
inflation. The true cost of government
and services must be shown to the
tax?layer.

The purpose of the capital working

fund 1s to offset the need f{or

through development and -

borrowing while the region awails the
collecting of tax monies. Any
reduction in the amount used to
offset borrowing coula reswit in 4n-
nual interest payments which much
be paid for {from current expenses. It
seems that it isn't just a matter of
robbing Pelter to pay Paul, but blindly
nttemptlng to save money by paying
more in the lang term.

Members of regional council would
do well to review closely its aclions on
this particular matter. Hegional
treasurer Don Farmer has recom-
mended $1 million for the fund which
now stands--before any cut--at
$600,000, During the next few years
every effort must be made to Bring
the fund up to the maximum.

We wish you a

Happy Mother's Day

By SUSAN DE FACENDIS \
{ hope vou all have a very good Mother's
Day and are duly held in esteem the way you

should be all year arcund.
1 am sure we will be treated over the

airwaves to the usual recordings of 'Mama’~

and ‘Silver Threads Against The Gold". Quite
frankly, I don't even known any grandmot-
hers today, let alone mothers, whe will admit
to having silver threads, uniess they are
referring to their patio pyjamas.
As it is usually a mothers destiny lo
graduate eventually to being a grandmother,
on this one special day.a year the two are
indivisible. However, times are chonging and
whereas Mothers are still fulfulling much the
same kind of role they always have, grand-
mothers are no longer quite what they appear
io be.
The word grandmother, invokes a certain
image in mos! people's minds; o plnasing!y
plump, grey-haired little old lady, who sits in
a rocker daming grandpa's socks, or produc-
ing o quilt.
Unfortunately, this type of cookie-baking
grandmother is fast disappearing. They are
generally getting younger il the time and
are far more likely now to take their
grandchildren out to a discotheque than they
are to read them Little ed Riding Hood. 1

" even heard recently of one dutch grand-
mother who, at the age of 82, toured Europe
on the back of her grandson’s motorbike, but
1 think she is still definitely an exception.

SWINging grandmotners, atthough a tawr-

Iy recent phencmena, have existed down
through the ages. My grandmothers, for
instance, liked to back the horses and I
believe inturn, it was her grandmother whe,
during an infamous poker game, gambled

away her carriage, her team of horses and
what must have been a very surprised
coachman,

Therefore, when my own mother, the
only grandmother my poor children possess,
announced she was taking up yogga, I could
hardly elaim to be surprised.

I did suggest that possibly transcendental
meditation might prove ta be slightly less
physical, but when she retorted that there
was nothing wrong with her physieal capabil-
ities, [ decided there was really nothing |
could do nbout it, except possibly pray.

It has proven to be rather 1 worry though.
T find myself envisioning my molher, trapped
on the 14th Aoor of an apartment building,
with her ankles tucked up arcund her cars
somewhere, and no one around 1o help her get
untangled. Even though [ advised her to do
her exercises close ta the telephone, [ wonder
i{ apartment superintendents consider it o
part of their job to rescue grannier from the
lotus position?

Supposing she suddenly decides on a fine
day fo meditate while standing on her head
aul on the balcuny? A sudden gust of wind
could carry mother away and she might
never be heard of again.

I can’t help but wonder what the effect of
all this is having on my children. What kind of
reply can they maoke to [riends who brog
about the sweatlers their grandmothers knit
or crochet for them? Is It enough for mine to
be able to say that grandmother is teaching
them how o dance the can<can?

Strangely: cnough, my children don't
seem Lo realise they are being deprived. They
appear to be perfectly happy with their
grandmother lust as she is - a lady of infinite
variety.

Peace, people theme

marks Red Cross day

Mark the eighth day of May with o bright

red cross on your calendar “That's World
Red Cross Day™”, and "Peace .Through
People™ is the theme of the 122 Red Cross
Socieitles throughout the world.”
. Webster defines peace as “'a state of
tranguility or qulet within onesell, a harmony
in personal relations.” We are much In need
of such peace loday to cotinter the oppressive-
ness of restrainls at home, wor clouds
abread, the hectic acceleration of our modern
lifestyle, and the disquieting realization that
our world is finite in space as well os finjle in
TesouUrces,

Pesce depends on individuals. It begins
with individuals like us who believe that
harmony among people grows by being good
neighbours, caring for others and sharing
both our goods and our concerns.

Althotgh the pregrams differ from natlon
to natlon, the aim of all Socleties Is to be
compasslonate, lo understand and help alley-
jate the differences that can fragment a
nation's drive toward a state of relative
serentiy for its individuals, By protecting the
life and health of af! peoples, and by trealing
all individuals with the respect and dignity
due to humans, Red Croas hopes to bring
about mutual friendship, cooperallon, and
jasting pcace. 1'l"tll.:l Is the meaning of "“Peace
Through People.”

In keeping with ita principles, Red Cross
belleves that each person should have the
basic assurance that he will be alive tomor-
row, next weck and next WHE, health

-l

permitting, and thit No fuGiniaue s
will prevent crops from growing or prevent
people from harveting those crops, thus
providing themselves with food and a living.
In many Third World countries where the
population exists on a few cups of grain per
day, even that food pittance |s not nssured,
for In addition to an ofien unfriendly nature,
internal strife or politicial unrest can alter or
even hall the production of goods needed for
survival. It is crucial that all nations be as
self sufficient os possible, for despite aid
from other countries, the population demands
of some needy countries outsirip the nmoeunts
of ald tendered. But in order to provide for
themsefves, individuals first need o climate
of peace - otherwise no hope of o future is
possible.

The various programs ol Hed Cross -
emergency assistance, health and waler
salely services, community aid projects for
specinlized groups, and blood donor reeruit-
ment - are all designed to promole and
preserve health and encourage greater parti-
cipation by individual in their communities.
To promoete peace, the Canadian Hed Cross
Society through ils links with ather Societies,
ts able to reach the thousands of people who
have no peace,

Working quiclly and busily in groups
throughout the world, Red Cross, with its
milllons of volunteers is living proof that It is
Individuals - people like you and e - who can
make “Peace Througli People” more Than
just a slegan.
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I am a born collector

v GERRY LANDSBOROUGH

['m & born collector. Mention the word
callecting and my nose starts to twilch and
my eyes glaze over. 1 collect anything and
everylhing. I'mi sure you know the type - neal
little stacks of last year's Christmas paper
which | throw out religiously ecach year just
before Christimas when I buy new paper. Old
birthday, Christmns, we're moving to our
new address cords - imporiont things like
that. They all go in to my collections,

Aside fromy antigues (early Salvation
Army) and Indian artifacts, and odd buttoss,
and old post vards T also love o callect all
kinds of untangibles. Special people for
specinl places in my heart. Special songs, and
special smells - beach smells, after the rain
ymells, crisp winter meorning smells,
collections of wonderfel memorics and
awaiting memories yet to he discovered.

Definitely o true collector. Part pack rat;
part magnet, I swear some of the things |
have arcund have just sort of snuck up on me.

Every new and again my colleetions start
o endanger body and soul. This is when |
usually put plan *A™ into operation. Plan A is
ta sort all into some kind of arder. The order
is known only to me and of course the system
of sarting i3 remembered only during the
week of operalbions,

My lorgesl collection is that of the printed
word., Volumes and volumes overflowing
every shell nook and crannmie. I was during a
rare momenl of gnusual encrgy that | came
across the followine. _ '

The following [ist has some fact: some
fiction. Play dele¢tive und see if you can spot
the real from the fantasy - at the end of the
calummn I'll el you know which is truth and
wlueh s fiction.

1. Unlike stars and starlets that seem to

be forever gelling pregnant with this one or
that one, the female dogs of Califernia have
been fitted with IUD devices to prevent
conceplion. Bless their wee litle hearts,
isn't it a shame they can’t convince their
owners to do the same thing.

2 Jiminy Altis coused quite a distur-
bance when he tried (o enter the American

army with a new name. He thought his was

loo ordinary and wanted " a handle that
everyene would notice. The one he registered
in  Probate Cour?, however, was pushing
things a bit too far. Little Jimmy wanted his
name changed {o Sir Adelf Hitler. Picture
tha! ope "Sir Adolf Hiller fall in,"* Why people
couldn't help but notice.

3, Haked tarantual spider and a side
grder of grasshopper lo go please. Sound
sirange? Well Professor Wiltiom Friend of
University of Toronto tells us that we might
all have to cat the little crawlies hefore the
turn of the century to ward off starvation.
Hon appelit.

4. From my collection of ygroovy
gravestones comes these words of wisdom,
Here lies the body of Robert Gordon
Mouth almighty and teeth aceordin
Strunger ired lightly over this wonder
[l he opens his mouth your a goner by thun-
ier.

5. Sally Morgan Dee. 10, 1864
Here lies my wile, let her lie
She's at peace, and so am L

6. The National Science Foundation in the
United Siates has awarded $30,000 to Dir.
wialter J. Bock to study how birds use their
ongues.

Welt, that's our little collection for you,
Have yau guessed the truth? You are right,
there isn't any liction. Each and e¢veryone are

real which only govs to show you once Ggain
Ihat truth is always stranger than fiction,

election

Ontario voters whether they like
it or not are heading to the polla June 9
in what may be the least interesting
of recent elections.

Growing criticism is evident
among voters that the election call is
unnecessary and an opporlunistic
move on the part of Premier William
Davis. .

While the premier denies such is
the case, the single issue on which the

overnment was dissolved does not
ire the imagination of the voters, nor
does his call for a strong majority to
allow an adequate voice in the
program of national unity.

Minority government has been
working in Ontario. The past 18
months have proven that the
government can function under a
could of uncertainty by providing
strong leadership through con-
cessions to the valid points raised by
the opposition.

ﬁ.ﬁreudy the election call has been
dubbed the “‘lwo-per<cent election™
because the relevant point borders on
the two per cent reduction in the
ceiling of rent review legislation
passed Friday. But the fire of rent
review as a strong election issue, as it
was in the 1975 election, will not
provide the electorate with a sense of
urgency to give Ontario a majority
gavernment.

Unless a strong issue is found
during the next 30-odd days of cam-
paigning we are more likely to be
subjected to an election thud which
will resound at the polls with the
prospect of another minority
government. '

Like my well read friend Hipley says:

Helleve it or not."

Election budget ?
Second thought
says indeed!

Hy DONO'HEARLN
OQueen's Park Bureau
Of The llerold

Was it an election budget?

This, of course, was the prime question
reporters asked themselves when they enter-
ed the lock-up room and had their first look ot
this year's financial package. -

And Lhe first reaction was a guick no.

For the budget had tax increases on
tobaceo, motor vehicle licence fees and o real
whapper an beverage cans.

And it has been a matier of wril that
povernmenis don't increase laxes, particul-
arly consumer taxes, in an cleclion year,

NOW HESTRAINT

Hul second thought changed the picture.

Yes, it very well could have been an
election budget.

Faor this eleclion, when it comes, is going
ta be fought on grounds like no other we have
known in the past.

Hislorically elections in Ontarie—and in
Canada—have been fought on spending.

Embarrassed
to defend press

Hy STEWART Macl. EOD
{Mtawn Hurcouw
04 The Herald

I's very difficult for me to wrile a
colummn in defence of Lhe press, largely
because ] am embarrassed by the amount of
time we will devote {o this particular project.

Put in the light of Jack Horner's conver-
sion or defection to Liberalism, along with the
recent crilleisms of the Conservalive parly
by Quebee Tory MP Jacques Lavoie, § think
il's fair to say o few words on behall of the
medin. You see, the press hps been (nking
quite o battering for alleged rumnr-monger-
ing is lhe principles in these cases tayed with
various furms of denlals.

I have heard callers to epen-line radio
shows say all sorts of horrible things aboul
jrresponsible reparters in the tost few weeks,
What"s our press coming o7 some would ask,
Imagine how any intelligent reperter eould
sugpest that Jack Horper could possibly
heenme a Litbweral!

Somuetimes (e caller would snicker.
{Hher times there would be anger al the way
the press kept persisting despite stalements
from Me. Horner and Prime Minister Trud-
entl that there were no plans for o conversion
ur defeclion.

Amd | know the reperter who wrote o
story In the Ottawa Citlren on March 23 about
the possibihty of Horner becoming a Liberal
certalnly became the vietlm of some high-
level sneers.

OTIENRS FAULTED

S0, now that this particular case has been

seltled nnd Horner §s a Liberal cabinet

A " . =

minister, T don't think it would be unfair Lo
veview o few highlights of the drama. Of
course it will be o mere coincidence if we
happen to imply thal all the irresponsibility
doesn't rest with tiie media.

When Horner called a press conference
an April 20 to announce that he could make a
grenter contributinn to Canada by becoming
a Liberal, he was asked when he had first
been approached by o represeanlative of
PPrime Minister Trudeauw.

"I had a phone enll from Jim Coulls,
Trudeaw’s principal secretary at my ranch."'
Horner safd the dale was March 10, He went
on 1o say that he met Coults again two or
three days luter and “he (rightened the
daylights out of me” with & suggestion that
the long-time right-wing Tory take o walk
aeross the Commens floor,

I lurner Lthen wenl on to relate how painful
nud soulseacching 1he decision process had
Leen, He was obviously heavily preeccupicd
wilh the issue after that March 10th phone
call.

(i March 24, he was asked 1o comment
on lhe Cilizen story that he was actually
considering an offer from the Liberals,

“I den't know whal it's oll about,” he
replicad. Amd, as the Toronto Glebe and Mail
reported, “he vigorously denied reports
yesterday that he is thinking about leaving
the Conservalive parly, "

He saidd hie "wouldn't entertain' the idea,

MORE DETAILS

The following day, a full two woeeks alter
Trudeau's princlpal secretary “'frighiened
the daylighls™ out of Horner wilh his

suggestion, the Prime Minister as asked this
(uestion at a news confercnee:

“Ilave you or anyane on your behalf
nsked Jack Horner to cross the Moor of the
House of Commons and Invited him to Join
the catnet.™

“No, | am afraid not," replied Trudeau.
1 heard the rumoer. . . ",

He said one of his stoff members had
talked with Horner “on the basis of friendship
and no ather’ but this was commen practice
wilh opposition MPs.

Meanwhile Horner was soying the rum-
ors might have been planted by the Liberals
jusl to sow dissentlon in Conservative ranks.

Naturally, the press took oll the blame
fur spreading these malicious rumors. Even
the ¢lube ond Mail made an editorial
reference 1o rumors and haflucinations as |t
ponderedd the possibility of Horner silting
next o Transport Minlster Otto Lang.

“We wouldn't pul it past the Liberals,”
saidd the newspaper, “but we would put [t
beyond Mr. Herner.™

We will soy no moere on that,

The case of Lavoie Is much shorier. He
said he would constder joining the Liberals if
the Conservatives didn't adopt more effective
policies. But a day Jater, following u friendly
chat with Conservative Leader Joe Clark, he
jssued 0 statement saylng he had been
misunderstood.

He had been quoted correctly, he sald,
but the guotes had becn misunderstoed.

L4t me think ubout this for o while, In the
mepntime, 1 don’t think the preas should
suffer from any guilt complexes,

“The parties have vied with each other on
huw much they would spend and where.
But ut least as fur as the government is

¢ancerned in our next vole it will be directly
the opposite.

it will be going to the people with an
appeal based on non-spending.

Its keynote will be restraint. And this was
the dominanl emphasis in the budget, as it
has been in its preachings on fiscal palicy
aver the past year.

Part of its problem in making this
approach valid and successful is to convinee
the publie, vr a large sector of it, that
restraint is essential.

And o whack in the pocket-book can be at
teast a stimulant fo force thinking in this
direclion. :
ASTOP

Election thoughts aside, the budget really
wis a commendable ane,

Over the past half dezen years ar so
anyone who took o long view of gavernment
had 1o be terribly worried with [Is crash
course in spending and the frightening
increase in debt,

And nol only our govermment but all
governments in Canada.

Spending was mounting much faster than
the growih in production, measning that
government was eating Op a bigger and
bigger share of our rescurces and heading us
towards disaster.

And the increases in debt were monu-
mental.

Darcy McHeough has put a step to this.
His financing approach is probably now the
most realistic of any treasurer in Canada.

His spending will increase this year, Bul
it won't jncrease as much as the Gross
Provincial Product, which is the key point.

He hasn't been able to knock out the
growth of debt. But he has been able to cut
down on it. And he has a five year plan which
hepefully  will see the province with a
BALANCED budget in 194, )
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