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HOGER AND JACGUELINE PRIMEAU

LES FRANCAIS
The first teacher
school

said, “For the first seven or .
eight years it grew rapidly and -
has kept on thriving.” After a
stable period ending about two
years ago, the association is -
growing some mure, he said. =
Now there are about 150 famil- &
ies with approximalely 500

Editor®s Note: This |s the
second In a series of ari-
teles The Herald has pre-
pared ouwllining the back-
ground history of the for-
mation af a French-
Canadian Assucintien In
Georgetown, its institutlons
and the individoals who
have helped foem L.

This week comments are
presented from Hoger and
Jacquellne Prlmeau, a
couple with a [ang associa-
tlon with the French-Cana-
dian associalion and fnvel-
ved In the formation of a
French language school in
1960, Doth have been a-
wartded the Merit Frunco-
Ontarlo lor thelr ellorts.

By GEORGE EVASHUR
Heruld stafi writer i
"We opened Sept. 261k, 1960,

with 1 students)" Jacqgueline
<+ Primeau, lirst teacher of the
=2 French section of Hely Cross
= School, Georgelown, told The
- Herald in i recent interview.

“I was parachuted inlo the

= classroom. Nol more than five
= could speak French.™

"Everyvone thoughl it was a

- hopeless case to have French
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= English  classes,’

classes in Georgetown bt by
Easter, they were speaking
French on the streets.

By the end of the first year,
there were 39 students in
Grades 1 ta five, When Jacqyue-
line [eft in §967 to open anolher
French school-—-she's now
opening her fourth—there

D owere 179 sludents in Kinger-

garten to Grade 8. Bul that
first year was a difficull one,”™

= a periw] of transition,” she

said,
“Those 33 were pulled out of
" she soid.

:, “Imagine Grade 3. 4 or five
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their
classes in Engiish. Ye had o
start at the beginning."

For the first three or four
weeks the class was inthe Holy
Cross foyer unli] “*a very ¢com-
fortable, well heated and light-
ed partable arrived,”” she said,
Texibooks wrillen in French
didn't arrive however, unlil
January, 1961

It was o matter of adapting

<0 to somelimes a difficult situs-

= tion," she said, bt the child-
ooren shared reeess with the
i others in the English section,
-+ she togk her break in the stadf
= and a good hutnan relationship
= developed between Tom Filz-
- simmaons (then principal of
+: Holy Cross Schoal) and my-
o sell”

Students at the school were

+ immersed in French except, of

course, for Enghsh study,

- which began in Grade 3, and
- mathemalics and  science,

-t which by 19649 was also taught
o in French. She said the French

part of the school was at par

" with any French school and the

. English at par with

any

. English schoul.

" UWe gave them their own

=+ werbal langunge and culture,”™
= Joequeline said, After Grade B
5o when the students had to enter
= the English stream at Hely
o Cross or ot Georgetown and
- distriet high schoal, they had
« only to take Grade 9 and 10
v exams in French Janguage hul
» did not have lo sturdy it like
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their Anglophone clossmates.,
“I was goand in thelr early
years {o speak French and that

-
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. “French

~A major hurdie the school
had 1o overcome wis getling
the studenls to the school.
“The whole eredit goes to Miss
{Theresar St. Jean,” Jacque-
line said. "She erganized tran-
sportation for the school, al-
most a fleet before o bus was
purchased ™

In 1967, the year Jucgueline
left the school 1o open another
one, it became Ecole Sacre
Coeur and i five-room addition
was built &l the rear of Holy
Crosy school. 1t's current on-
rollment is 113 pupils und there
are five teachers and a prine-
ipal, Paulette Norman,

The enrvllment has bheen
stabile a1 §15 to 120 for the past
live vears, Mde. Norman teld
The lerald in oan interview,
and nolacge growlh is anticpa-
tedd,

To be admitted to the school,
a ¢hild needs a French back-
pround which means one or
bath parenls must be Franco-
phone. A few of the sludents
are from Anglophone families
bt they must go through an
admissions commitiee, she
said, and entry s nt recom-
muended past Grade 2.

Many parcals now realize
the benelit of their children
speaking lwo languages and
thes sehioa] gets many inquiries
from Anglophone parents,
Mde. Norman said. "They rei-
lize that once their children
finish {French) school they
won'l be backward because
they are taking the same mat-
erial.”

Ecole Sacre Coceur beging
Enplish conversation at Grade
2, intredduces phonics and read-
ing at Grade 3 and by the end
of Gratle & the pupils have
covered the same malerial as
English schools.

As the schoal is administer-
ed by Halton Homan Catholic
separate school board, the slu-
dents have religious studies
{from which there s no exemp-
Lion, she said. “Bul we dan't
make them change their relig-
.

“"Hesides language and ‘Ho-
man Catholicism, we try 1o
have as many other cullural
activites in Freach,” Mde.
ssorman said, “We teach them
French-Canadian customs and
traditions. In our electives we
teach things of French-Canad-
i erigin™' ;

“"We are trying to stimulate
their pride in their culture sl
linguage, iry to make them
aware they are lucky to speak
both languages,”” she said,
“We don't downplay ane flor
the ather, We concourage
French and don't discourage
fistening Lo English for in an
arca like Georgelown, it 4 an
English atmaesphere.”™

Mde. Norman has been prin-
cipal al Ecale Sacre Coeur lor
two vears., She started her
teaching carcer in Sudbury
and taught at French schoals
in Mississauga and Toronto
hefore becoming principal
here. :

The French Association of
Georgelown  wis started in
1959 “hy Miss (Theresn) St
Jean and ¥4 Hayes who both
canvassed doer to door,” Ro-
Ker Pritneau, president for 13
years, lold The Hernld in o
recenl inlerview,

“There were 20 familles at

= group scemed to appreciate most at the beginning,” he
et
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The objectives of the associ- [Ef
ation are cducation, cultural -
and social in that order, loger -
said. After the school got upd- =
erway, the association formed
a French parish at lglesia @0
Sacre Cocur on Guelph Streel =
in Georgetown in June, 1966, A
few years later o community -

hall
church.

wias  buitt  behind  the <

When the association first

formed, there was only one =
olher formal erganization of 3
Francophones in the area, at o

Hamilten, Reger said. Later, =
alher asseciations throughout
Halton formed. Social aclivits =
oS such as corn roasts, sleigh =

rides, camplires and picnics -

brought the members together &

in Lhe early years, he said.
And when the

association o

wis about two vears old it -
made contact with Federation 2
de Club Social based mainly in =
south-centeal Ontario but affil- =
jaled with other French assoc- -
ations across the provinee, he

added.

That led, of course, 1o incre- -

ased conlact amopg the Fran- =

cophones in the province, =

especially at bowling tourn- =

aments, he s

The most recent accomplish- .
itenl of the ssociation was ils =
first winler carnaval, Hoger -

saitd.

“We're very happy to see v
thit the carnaval was o suc- -
cess,” SJaequeline said. “Ho- oo

poer and | came vp with Lhe ©
itdea to invelve Georgelown as -
a community, Our main pur- -
pose wis the interachon of Lie o

two cultures.””

The participation by

the =

Franenphones and Anglophon-

es in Lthe carnaval was very --
proodd, Ruger said. He estimates

that every Freneh family visit- o
ed the carnaval at Holy Cross -
School in Februury ot least
once and many of the Anglo- *
phones for Lhe first time *tast- =

ed our culture.

Genrgetown once didn’t have =
any facilities for Froncophone
trenavers in the sutnmer, Jae- =

queline said. ut now there hay

een threo summers ol Pers: &

pective Juepnesse, a six-week
summer program for ages 4 to
1. During the ather months, -
the teenagers have baschall, =

braoamball, hockey,
anid other aelivities.

the community nctivites Hoger

1
1-

Nor are the adults left out of =

howling

e

pointed out. On the roster of <
any of the organizalions in =
town, Freach names are listed, <

"The point dhatl  hept

together,” Jaequeline said, i ¢
we were isolated. Our farihes
were not here so we bhecarme =
part of o big family. Bul jusl

imagine the richness of cul
ture. U've tearned o lal, espee

s

ially fram the Acadians--they
parlicipated aclively in every-

rimpe. ™

She plans to write o hislory 7
of lhe French community in

the area.

Bolh of them are Omario &
born and woutld not move 1o 5
Guehee if al province does

Contlnued on Page 2
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AVERAGE INCREASE FROM $12 TO $20

Haltan Hills has approved a 10 per cent increase in
ils 1977 operating budgel which will resull in tax increases
to local residents varying from $1249 {o $2023 on
“"average” asscessed dwellings,

Billed as 2 relatively “stand pat"” budget the
inerease in expendituce reflects almost o $200,000 increase
in the level of read project spending for this year.

The operating budget level of $,976,831 is an
inerease from the 1976 level of ¢1,518,058. Town residents
will b responsible lor raising $2,621,965 of the operating
budget while the remainder will come from provincial
grants, licences and sundry revenues.

The percentape increase o rates in the four taxation
areas are: Georgetown and Acton 7.5 per cent or $12.58 and
$12.40 respeclively for average assessed homes; Esques-
ing, 15.9 per cent or $20.33; Oakvyille, 13,7 per cent or $18.64,

Town treasurer Hay King set the nverage nssess-
menl rates s Georgetown $5,500; Aclon, $4,460; Esques-

ing, $1,509: (akville, $5,.531,

Tolal tax costs in euch of the four areas based on
average assessmenl are: Acton, $178,57; Georgetown,
$178 60 Esquesing, $148.13 and Qakville $154.42. Final tax
cost will evenlually include the still to be confirmed
regional budget and the average $28 increase in education

raltes.,

“The basie ohjective council tried to establish when
they reviewed this last fall was to try to provide the same
level of service ala cost not to exceed cight per cent and to
stabilize the tax revenue for the fulure,” Mr. King said.

Georgetown Chrysler
Raiders faced the stiffest
upposition of the past hockey
SCNS0N Manday when
management appeared belore
town council.

Halton Hills counci) delayed
# derision on whether it will
provide a §17,.500 gunrastee Lo
stage the Hardy Cup cham-
plonships which is indicative of
Intermediate A hockey
supermacy in Canada.

The guarantes: is required by
the Canadian Amateur Hockey
Association to  provide ex-
penses te the visiting (eam
from weslern.Canada and to
pay the expenses of the series.

The 1otal 18 hased on 33,500
puaranice per game in the best
of five playoll series, which, if
the Haiders win the Easlern
Canadian Hardy Cup final in
Campbellton, New Brunswick,
this weckend will begin o
Geargelown April 23 If the
series ends in three or four
games the guaraniee may be
less than $17.500

{zeneral  manuger Bob
Hroper told council the team 15
solvent, but does not have
enovgh funds available 1o
guarantee the serivs.

He belivves that its unlikely
i inss would resalt bat if gate
recelpta are peor during the
serics the guorantors could
siand to [ose as much as $7,000

The Hmders preposea o nve

paoint plan 1o provide some
protection for council
~1he raiders would turn over
to the town ol game-oriented
incomes including prefits fram
s booster club to the lown
recreation department.
—agree o turn bk 1o the
town all funds geperated by
federal-provineial  grants
awarded for hosting the Hardy
(‘up series.
—ageee o comimil any funds
held by the club following The
payment of expenses after the
Campbellton seeics to the
town.

seck individual and business
puarantors to redoce the

town's potential share of ony
losses,

—allow the team to be in o
position to state how any
potentia) profits may be used,

Iinider past president Dave
Kentner told council he had
contacted cight husinessmen
Monday and secured $1.000 in
puiarantees. He said he hoped
o generate more interest
amoeng the business com-
munity.

Adding thal any lown
guarantee would be employed
following privale guarantecs,
Mr. Kealner said “'this money
{from Lhe towint would be used
to meel any potentie]l [oss
sitpatton.™

Mr. Hooper sadd n Kitchener
peewee team recently receiver
$1.000 (or hosting an American
team and last year the Eastern
Canndien Champlonship was
given n 36,000 grant.

Mavor Tom Hill however,
cautinned that council would
be gombling with tax money
and “if we lost thal there's
going to be somebody on our
necks. "

Coun. 1"at Patterson, who
attempted withou! success o
declare 4 conllict on the issue
because of knowledge of both
CAHA  and Ontario Hockey
Awjotialion operations,
eritivised the proposal when
residents of Ward 2 are focing
a 8 per cent incrense din
taxes.

Council was 1old the money
wiuld be guaramtesd in the
form of a grant, butl that the
1977 hudgel only allowes $3,000
[or granls to reereation oc-
tivities.

Halton 1hlls would look “a
liltle ridiculous if we didn't
host the Canadiagn cham-
ptonship,” Coun, George
AMalthy said, "even if it does
ety the risk of financial hard-
ship."”

He said  later  that
“Georgetown has proudly
supperted the Little NHL for
many years and has in hockey
circles, been made fomous

Strike possible

at Disston plant

A strike vole 1aken Monday
by emplovees of [hisston (Can-
arlay Limitedd could see work-
ers at the Acton plamt walking
a pickel bne within  three
woeeks

Jack Walker, president of
Lhe Lhrnlewl Sleel Workers locnl
represenimmg the 150 Disslon
employ C.a, sad thirl the vating
rian 91 to B tn favor of strike
acthon,

Lhnion snd manapement mel
wilh a coneillinbion olficer on
Apral 12 and spent 14 hours
frying o work wul a new

What's
Inside
Today?

Pape 2 - Winners all al
recenl competilon.
Papge 3 - GDHS Feslival
ol Aris,

Fragoe 1% - Jeratd stidfer
Bloggtie annah  visils
HUTAH IR LT

cantract agreemenl. When the
company praposals  were
brought 1o lhe membership at
Monmday's meeting they were
turned down and a sirike vole
taken,

A matjor issue in the negotta-
tians is a cost of Living chuse,
Disston says the elause expir-
ed with the old conteact and il
is nol walling 1o renew it. The
unian is demanding that it be a
part of the new conlract,

Willkisr says the compeiny
and union sare st some dis-
thance 11[1-1” n wape li'EHI'!l.'i:'I.-
tions. ‘They also seek changes
i the denlal, eye glasses, nod
hearing aid plans, as well as
sone changes in the conlract
warding.

The unien nuast wait for a no
board reporl from the Mindstry
of labor which should preive
approximately 10 days after
(he meeting with the coneillia-
i officer. A legal sicike can
bepin 16 days aller the report
is fillewe,

The union contract with Bis-
ston expired February 1. Wag-
es in 1he ol contract ranged
from $1.51 |n $5.58 an hour.

ine budgel provides lor only one additional lown
stalf member, the already approved development ecentrel
officer, Council earlier had defeated a bid to remove the
proposal from the budget. Anpual salary is expected lo be

ubout $14,000 per year,

~ "The increase in taxes for Esquesing are not caused
by increased costs, but rather from the reduced transi-

SENIORS CREDIT

HAS A

CATCH

Councll has approved a tax break for senfor cliizens,

Dut there's o caich.
In arder to

qualily, a seplor cltizen must be a

resldent of Halton Hills, for the past flve yesrs, be
recelving the old age penslon supplement and make
applicatien for the 5100 tax credit,

In uddition, alt taxes in arrears musi be paid prior o
any approval of an appllcation.

The tax credit applies only to single family dwelllngs
used as a primary resldence by senlors and Is allowable
under the provinclal Elderly Hesldent's Asslstance Act,

1073,

Applications musi be fllled with the town Iressurer
helore Sept. | with proof of age and place of birth,

Ward 1 Coun. Peter Matrks
prefacing his comments oy
saying he does not want his
remarks o reflect that he
docan’t support the suggestion,
called for a tabling meotion la
s¢e “'the reaction of the
prople.”

He said it would be better to
spend money ol the miner
sports level, particularly since
some hardworking minor
sports  cxecutive groups
almost folded this year in

- Acton because of increased
costs approved by council.

A proposal by Coun. Walter
Diehn thot council could possi
ly delny the installation of
lighling at a new soccer pitch
belng constructed this year at

a cost of aboul $72.000 was not
acted on.

165 on
temporary

layoff

United Auto Warkers enlon
said Monday 165 employees ot
the Geargetown Smith ond
Stone Ltd, plant will be lala . ff
fur o one week period effective
immediately.

A spokesmian for the union
sabd the Iayolf results from s
stow eleetrical wiring devices
markel and 14 employees will
be placed on indefinite layoll
elfective April 28,

The most recent Jayoff fol-
fows the layoff two weeks ago
of vighl employees.

The company which had a
latal of 231 workers at the end

of March manufacturers clect-
rical wiring devices such ns
switches and plugs.

WINTARIO
DRAW HERE
MAY 26

Wintarito
Halton ks,

A live televislon present-
atlen of the hi-manthly lot-
tery draw will be held al the
Georgetown Memorisl
Arena Moy 26 il o commlt.
fee appointed Monday by
councl] approves costs for
the presentation.

Coun. Mike Armsirony
told councll the costs would
be about 1,100 to provide
sealing, attendunce by an
eleciricion and ather minor
amenlties,

The decision on the pre-
semtation of  the  lottery
drow hos been under aclive
conslderatlvn for the pasi
two months, Wintarle has
expressed an interest In
presentlng a drow from
Georgetown lo mark the
re-opening of the Memorial
Arenn foliowing renovat-
loms paid in part by Wintar-
I funds.

Haluon BHs ks the Tirst of
about 13 Ootario commun-
llies lu re-open an areni
climed euarly in 1376 hy
proviscial ministry of ibor
deeree because structural
silfety standurids were re-
viseil.

i« coming lo

He said he believes soccer
groups might be ‘'en-
thusiastic’ abcut helping in
such o manner.

Mr. Hooper explained that
the withdrowal of a Timmins
team in a previous series hnd
hurt the local club since anly
one game had been played.
The attendance for the game
was a capacily 1,500,

The most the team could
expect to make might be $4,000
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Jubilant Raiders follow

than 12,600

homes In
Halton Hills

per cent

tional grants relating to this area, plus the fact that
Esquesing's remaining surplus of $40,000 was appllec
against that area'’s mill rate in 1976, Mr. King explained,

apecial charges inurban areas for streetlighting and
Rarbage collection indicate n significant percentage
increase but these were offset by a surplus in 1978, he said.
Also affecting the increase are higher elecirical utility

easle in 1977,

Special area charges for Aclen ond Georgetown will
cost §2546,500 while lighting in some areas of Esquesing will

cost $5,400,

Coun, Miller said the 1977 budget has been offset by a
bout o $480,000 surplus in 1976. This ycar o budgeled
surplus of $150,000 for conlingencies is sought.

He said general government costs have risen only
$36,626 and his finance commiitee worked recently for
maore than eight hours trimming $40,950 from the parks
and recreation budget, which he was quick to point out is

still

higher level than Jast year, and $25,000 for

renovilions to the old Georgetown library which are
redundant (ollowing recent approval of the Cedarvale site.
Works committee did not make any cuts from ils

budget, he saild.

Treosurer Hay King said the increase in roads
projecls comes from a higher level of ministry of
transportation and communications subsicics.

These subsidies which run about 50 per cent of the
project cosis, are §710,000 up from $599,000 last year.
Normally, Mr. King said, municipalities budget up to the
limit sct by the ministry subsidies.

per game.
Coun. Les Duby said he's
prepared to support Lhe
guarantec pn Lthe basis of the
team using only local players
and the support local counci)
has glven the minor hockey
system in building o winning
team for the community.
Georgetown Chamber of
Commerce President George
Gray said his group "“is
adamant about promoting the

it
-' 3 . o -'i'." P ':'-"l: 4
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ders seek town support

name of Georgelown and
Halton HI)s far ond wide and it
believes that any loss that
accrues will not be that great.”

Both Mr. Hooper ond Mr.
Kentner said the delay will not
alfect the play of the team
during its next series in New
Brunswick.

Any individual wishing to
support the team can do so by
calling Mr. Hooper al 877-6B67
ot Mr. Kentner at 877-1113.
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Town rejects board offer
to purchase Chapel school

Hallon Hills has rejected an
offer by the Halton board of
education for lhe purchase of
the Chinpel Sireet school,

Cauncil rejected the aoffer
despite the please of Council-
lors Hoy Boath and Walter
Hiclm that the action is "fool-
ish."

o, L ooun suggested that
{he bullding ond aboul two
acres of propuly would be
valuable for the town even if
the building is demotished.

Halton board o! educalion
originally offered the school
last summer 1o the town, but
no funds were avallable for the
proposed purchase price of
$125.000. An extension, allow.
ing for a closing sile on June
30, wos approved last fall by
the board,

Councit has recommended (o
the board that 1t consider o
reluwrn of property behind SI.
John's United Church (o
thwe church elders. ‘The pro-

perty kad originally been lurn-
ed over to the town by the
church membership prior to
the ercation of district and
counly boards of education.

Muoyor Tom Hill commented
that council had given the
church assurances that If the
town purchased the school pro-
perty, a return of property
would take place.

Councillors Blehn, Deoth and
Marilyn Serjeanison opposed
the move.
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