VISITING GRANDMOTHER'S

played at George Kennedy school Sunday in
Georgetown, Below Debbie demonsirates her

prowess on the climbing bara &t the schoo!
playground.

Easter was spent away trom home
visiting grandmother for Jamie Zmija, 3,
front and sister Nicki, 7, of Acton immediat.
ely behind; and Debbic, 10, stending rear,
and Jennifer Burnett, 4, of Port Hope, os they
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North Halton
Golf and Country
Club

Corner of Mapis Ave. and Trafalger Rd. is {lenegpiew

We have for membesship in golf,
curling, tennis and social.

FREE :
TRIAL

BRING THIS AD TO THE OFFICE
AND ARRANGE FOR TEE OFF .
TIME () PER PERSON)

er information on our excellent facili-
prices, please call the manager at
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CONSIDERS TAKING CHILD OUT OF HALTON SCHOOL
- Smith attacks education syste

By MAGGIE HANNAH
llerald staflf wriier

Despite his previous bellef
that his children should be
educated in a public school
system, Stuart Smith, teader
of the Ontario Liberal Party,
EBYS he I8 now seriously con-
sidering taking his children out
of the Halton public schoal
they attend.

Smith delivered his scathing
altack on the Ontario educa-
tional system to & small group
at Sheridan College last week
as part of the college’s Educa-
tion 77 serles. His vislt was
arranged in eo-operation with
the Halton and Peel public and
separale school boards,

Smith says his main concern
with the changes which oceur-
ed in education since the 1960
I the lnck of accountability in
the sysiem.

While removing the set
structure of the old system
might be excellent in theory
and molivation, he pointed aut,
no one has ever really tested
the results,

Sludenis themselves have no
ldea how well they can per-
form tasks becauvse they are no
tested.

The new type of report cogd
mystifies parents. Teachers
and school boards have no way
of comparing resulls with re-
sultsin ether areas, Taxpayers
are asked to take it on faith

that the new higher custs of
education are justified.

While the idea of shielding o
child frem failure might be
acceeptable, Smith feels that
the school has net been consist-
cot in carrying oul the idea,
One of his own chitdren campe
home upset at nol winning
something at a scheol field
day, The children are only
protected [rom failing exams,
he says, not from fatling in
sparts ot other school activit-
tes.

“Simply being told they have
failed an examination 8 pro-
bubly not the traumatic exper-

cience we think it is.' lie
suggests. “They can be taught
to handie i1."

Nuw that products of this
unlested sysiem are reaching
the job market their inadequ-
acies are showing up  and
everyone is blamning everyune
else, suys Smith.

"We've raised a generation
that is ignoranl of the history
of our country, nol good ol
rexding English, and hopeless
ut tearmng French,” be says,

His solution to the wicious
circle of blame is to set up o
core curriculum for high
schoals, i suggestion which the
Bovernment  has  already
adopted, and to establish o
syslem ol province-wide test-
g at the end of Grades 1, 6
and 10 The results of these
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lests would be muade available
te the children, the parents,
the Ledchiers, the sehonl Boards
and tixpavers

He suspects 1ug {axpayers
wouldn't el paying what
they pay now if they felt they
were getting  their money's
wiorlh.

Smilh wanis o see an end Lo
open concpet schools claiming

Site F opponents take action,
region faces legal battles

Landowners in the Tremaine
-Brilannia area of Milton have
instituted Iegal action ta pre-
vent the use of Site F as o
central reglonal land(ill site,

Site F, located in the Tre-
maine-Britannin area, has
been the centre of controversy
for more than one year during
& series of regional stedies on
alternative landfill locations.

A nolice of motion has been
filled with ‘the QOntario Sup-
reme Court calling {for a stop to
the development of Site F as a
garbage dump. The notice,
which will be heard April 19,
seeks ta quash March 2 council
resofutions which designated
the site as o dump.

The resolutions alse called
for further {esitng on  the
tocations and for negotintions

Square
dancers
Mmeet

Many Georgetown, Erinm,
Orangeville and Ballinafad
couples ape square dancing at
the Shamrock Squores every
Tuesday night.

Their sessions are held a1
Brisbane Public School which
is just South-West of Erin on
lhe Highway 24.

For this year's acfivitics a
new Executive Commitlee has
been elected with Jim and
Betly Hennedy as President,
Bob and Ruby Pinkerton Vice-
President, Allan and Ann
Trueman Secrelary, and John
and Jen Dawson Treasurer.

We were cspecially pleased
to welcome the squire dancers
whao just completed the course
given by the Hallon Hills
Hecereallon Department to sur
group las! week.

The group has had twe
dances so far lhis year. The
recent 81, Patrick's dance on
March 19 was a great suecess,
The hall was beautiful thanks
to our crew of decorators
headed up by Bob and Ruby
Pinkerton. Glen Helkun did p
fine job ealling.

INever obitrusive, always affentoee, service Uit adds enjoyment to your ‘

ta start toward the purchase of
up to 250 acres of land in the
area,

En addition 1o the writ which
wis served on regional ehair-
man Hic Morrow Inst Wednes-
day, six “nuwisance actions"
have been filed against the
region by landowners in the
vicinily of the propused site F.

The April 19 molivn also
calls fur the court to rule that
action taken by councll is In
contravention of zoning bylaws
ond the Plunning Act.

Named as applicants in the
couri xction are Tremaine-Ari-
tannin Citizens Group memb-
ers James and Margarel Hol.
mes, Stisrl and Freda M-
Fadden and Arthur and Sarah
Laing.

The writ was served an
regional sificials immediately
following a council meeting at
which a [elter from lnwyer
David Estrin, representing the
citizens group, was received
and filed. :

The March 1t letter from
Mr. Estrin called the action by
vounci] tllegal and cautinned
thitt any court actinn could tic
up the final approval of Site ¥
for as long as five years,

Contents of the lefter were
discussed in eamera and coun-
cil recommended that all fut-
ure correspandence by for-
warded (o the regional salicl-
tar.

Mr. Estrip called for an end
Lo work on the site pricr to any
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cour! date, and for council to
rescind s resolutions, Any
dttempt to rescind the action
taken March 2 would have (o
bar iniliated by someone who
voled in faver of the resolu-
tions. They carried 11-16 in the
2i-member council following
nearly live hours of discussion,

A report by regional solicitor
Michael Marlin called the agt-
ion taken by council wel) with-
in the terms of the Planning
Act mul zoning bylaw if the
lown of Millon umends (ts
oificial plan and bylaw, Milton
regional coineillors voted en
hliw oppesing Site F.,

It Milton refuses to amend
s official plan and bylaw
allowings [and(il! wperations on
the Lind designated, the region
can apply 1o the Golario Muni-
cipal Board for approvals after
Ihe Bind has been purehased.,

The six nuisance actions call
for lemporary and permanent
injunctions against the devel-
opment of Site F

Named us plaintiffs in the
writs are David and Anne
Katz, Warren and Sherry
Hlakelock, and Mary Eliza-
beth Melauchlin,

They are requesting the in-
junctions on grounds that the
site preposed for landfill may
eonstitule » nuisance lo use
and enjoyment of the land,

They alse state thal it may
impair the quality of the sur-
face and underground water
supplies on heir lands,

Yarns, Fibres & Supplies

for
Knitting, Crochet,

NN - Weaving & Macrame
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lthat “nobody in their eight
mind would iry to teach child-
ren in Grand Central Station.”
When a teacher in the aud-
lence challenged Smith's state-
ment that “children usually do
betler in closed concept
schools” she was informed by
Liberal education eritic, John
L. Sweeny (MPP Kitchener-
Wilmot) that the statement is
based on the results of a recent
study done in Califernia.
smith agreed that the open
concept will work with small

© groups who can be taught

through the project method.
Huwever, it won't work the
same way with larger groups
of children. In large groups set
poals”vin the project form of
teaching there are always
children who sit and do noth-
ing.

smilh suggests it would be

_ belter to give these students a

text, no matler how bad the

textis, than to let them stare at

Blank space for half o year.
He also suggests that there

should be some sort of stend-

artized examinalions at the
end of Grade 13,

“"Not the old Grade 13

departmentals,” he says, but
something to measure skills
where possible, rather than
facts learned.
- Education eritic Sweeny
says the range of Grade 12 and
13 marks for students to equal
abilily is now so wide that
sS0me can enter university and
some cannol, depending on the
type of marking standard in
the schoo] they attend.

“We can't leave those types
of vagaries for kid's carcers ™
SWEONY 5aYs.

smilh wanls a re-emphasis
on basie teaching schools
where there is a lower pupil-
1eacher ratio.

“Thirty-seven children in
Grade 2 is just nol accept-
able,” he says.

>milh's Aide, Sweeny, feels
that the pupil-teacher ratio in
a primary school should be
20: 1.

Teacher tralning is also [n-
adequale according to Smilh,
who quoles beginning teachers
themselves as complaining of
tack of practieal experience
hefare lhey begin octual teach-
I,

Smith is ulso concerned that
parents dre not consulted
cnotgh about the way a school
is run. When he and his wile
went to an open house at the
Halton school his chidiren at-
tend, the principal stood up
and introduced the teachers,
gave a breakdown of how the
classes would be orgonized,
then inviled everyone to break
for colfee. If a parent objected
toa syslem or placement in the
school, he was told, “I'm sorry
but it's already done.™

dmith notes that  parent-

teacher organizations in Mont-
realaccomplished a good deal
leward influencing schools and
he would recommend parent.
teacher councils as a way of

dealing with school! adminis-

tration in Ontario,

Another matter which dis-
pleased Smith Is the way good
tcachers who want to advance
their careers have to jearn the
classroom and go into some
sort of administrative position,

Dr. Smith feels they “shouldn't '

be penalized economjeally”
for remaining in the clussroom
I they are good at teaching,
They should be rewarded for
staying in the classroom.
"We're already top heavy

AN AFTERNOON 'RIDE’

with administration," he says.
“We'd still get an annual in-
crease in the education budget
ceven I all the echlldren in
Ontario were wiped out,””
Smith weuld also prefer to
se¢ fewer experts going from

.schoal to school telling teach-

ers how to {each.

A way to gel the school
budget back prospective Smith
suggests would be to set a
pupll-teacher ratio that the
boards must meet, and allow
only the -noney left over after
that to be used an administra-
tion. He also feels that primary
schools should receive a larger
poriion of the education tax
dollar than secondary schools,

-

It might be a little chilly but that doesn’t stop you
from enjoying an Easter afternoon ''ride", four-year-old
Andrew West appears fo be saying in this picture taken by
a Herald pholographer at the Delrex Parkette. Andrew iy
the son of Mr, and Mrs. Rick West of Terra Colta,

SPECIAL PURCHASE

Values to 315"

‘BOYS’ JEANS

PRE-WASHED DENIM

Multi-seam

Limited Quantities

Extra Special Value

Sizes 8-12
SPECIAL

$900 s-lnloo

.SALE ENDS SATURDAY, APRIL 16th

Values to 519

Sires 1210 14
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