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A complete report with pictures can be found on pages 18 and 19
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Former deputy-minister seeks federal Tory nod

A former provincial deputy-
minister {for 16 years is acti-
vely seeking the Progressive
Conservative nomination f{or

the newly-formed federal rid- -

ing of Bramplon-Georgetown.

Evereit Biggs, a former Pecl
County agricultural repres-
entative and a depluy-minister
of agricullure and more re-
cently with the ministry of
environment, made the an-
nouncement following his re-
tirement April 1,

An organizational meeting
for the new riding association
will be held at Naocval April 12
at which time Mr. Biggs said
he will speak directly with
area Tories. He has no ided
when o nomination meeling
will be held.

*I have intimate knowledge
of how government works —in-
timately know the workings of
the federal government with
which 1 had a first hand
acquaintance with the bur-

- eacracy there," Mr. Biggs sand

in an mnterview.

Me. Biges sind be has 2 great
concern over hig government
and sees room for improve:
ment «f the constitution.

“1 believe the constitution
drafted n 1867 to sume degree
a5 a senes of compromises, in
no way should be considered
appropriate in X7, he said.

““All  governments  can
accept some responsibility for
lardiness in acting on reforms,
but having said that, there has
not been the type of leadership
in Otlawa to broach the needs
ol the country.”

{ttawa needs to creade a
“elimate of discussion’ an the
constitution ond Mr. Biggs
feels that the “tardimess o
sume degree bas eaopsed the
situation in Quehee, ™

“1 believe in a strong central
governmenl in  those lhings
thit shouald concern Canada as
awhole,”" he added, There is

room to allow provinces more
conlrol over arcas of cultural
affairs where duplicalivn with
federal policies would not oe-
Cur.

The Liberal regime, in cont-
inuous power sihee Lhe 19M's
with a lapse during the Diefen-
baker years, is responsible for
the present economy . 1t Lhe
renl serious situation has deve.
loped since Trudeau touk over
from Pearson.”

“I am amazed praple’s
memories are so short” he
commuented. 'l think Mr. Tru-
drau is the most consummate
actar in my hfctime to appear
on the political scene,””

Mr. Biggrs said he expected
more yerluresome proposals
in the federal budget handed
down Thursday, He ealled the
budpet a “poliical slrategy™”
which he believes peoaple in
Ontario and Cinada should e
felling tired af. 2

He says “it's another in

Acton man waits four years,
rezoning bid turned down?

Mogens Toft of Main Sireet
Morth Acton. may have wailed
four years in vain for a council
ruling that would permit him
to establish a miper industrial
operation, town planner Mario
Venditti admitied Monday.

Mr., Toft complained lo
counci! that he is tired of the
postponements (hat began
when his application for a
zoning amendment was Iost in
the adminisiration shuffle that
accompanied regionalization
in 1974.

[respile council's decision to
review the matter at its next
planming board seesion, Mr,
Venditti  smd  that  the
recominendation he  will
present at that meeting will
advise against the zooe
change

Mr. Toft explained that his
“lour years of paticnce” have
yel to show results. No
decision, he said, has yet been
made on his application,
which, according o Coun. les
Dby, would put the vacant lot

ICG GETS LEAVE TO APPEAL
DIVISIONAL COURT RULING

‘fhe Intereated Cllizen's Group (1G] has won a
amall legal battle in ks struggle wilth Ontarin Hyidro,
The Supreme Court of Onlarle granted the JCG leave

to nppeal a decision made March 3 hy Blvislong! Court
which upheld a hearing officer’s ruling that evidence as to
glternate routes for o SMOKy transmission lline cannot be
introduced at exprepriation hearkng-.

The inguiry officer, Thnald Meyrlek, who ndjourned
that portlon of the henrings dealing with alternate routes
lagt November, could not litnil the scope of the Ingulry
because the order-in-councll which authorlred Ontario
Hydro to acqulre lands did not contaln “speclfic and
expreas slatulory Inngunge relieving the enquiry officer of
his ordinary duties (under the Expropriation Act)™
argued ICG lawyer Ronald J. Rolls.

As the order-in-council contalned no special provis.
jon Lo byposs the Expropriatlon Act, the majority of
Divisional Court erred In law, Mr. Rulls told Mr. Justice
Jessup, Mr. Justice Blair and Madame Justlce Wilson al
Osgoode Hall, Monday.,

Bpeaking for Onlarle Hydro, lawyer Thomas Mar-
ahall argued that the hearing offlcer’s dnquiry was for
modlfications In local arean for wpecille objectlons by
speclfic owners and contended that nelther Mr, Meyrick
nor Divislonal Courl were [n error,

However, aller a brief recess, the Supreme Court
ruled that an appeal could be Iaunched, No dale was sel for
the appeal,

After the hearing, Mr. Holls sald that hod there not
heen one disteniing vote in the [(Hysjonal Court rutlng, the
appenl lkely would not have been allowed. The questiun
was a harrow one bul important one, he sald,

As 3 result of the Suprenw Court's dectsion, the

hearings in Acton yeslerday (Tursday) were adjourned. It
is .believed they won'l reapen untll lute May, June or

posalbly Hepltember.

nn aliun Street Marth to o
favorable use at long last

Coun. Duby stated that the
former Acton council hod
considered the  lat o
“headache' and were, as o
result,  “delighted  that
someone was  poing to do
something wilh it™,

M. Teft clpimed that the
applicalion wias approved by
Acton council and that he was
led te expecl the necessary
Iilding permit to be granled
by Moy, 1874, Prablems were
presented by the  ad-
ministrative chiangeover from
Acton to  Haltan Hills,
however, and |he matler was
lell unresofved.

Mayor Tom Hill revealed

thal the application had indeed
treen forwarded 1o the Ontario
Munijelpad Board, where it was
rejected because of municipal
policy guarding against suel
“spot roning.™

Coun. Pal MoeKenzie pointed
pul, however, thatl the bodiird
was seeking direction for the
town as in the intended wse of
an abutting vacant lot. If o
similar industriad use could be
found for the Toft lol and the
neighboring properly, o lolal
urea of about four acres, he
sajdd, the zone change might be
illowed.

Coun. Duby ealled Mr. Toft
“one ol the many  people
caught up in the trangition to
regionid government”, ndding
that council had had “no in
tention o proceastination”.

Whai's
inside

Pape 2 - Bikers prepuire
briel ow trails use.
Puge 7 - Aclress, nolher
turns enhunndst, wrltes
history of Canadban
iisratre.

Page 10 « Monilor your
lileniyle, local docter
Lurpes,

dhiestion of the rather calluus
approach of the prane mwinis-
ler, sined those with him, that
he's putting palitical expedi-
ency belore e nesds of the
counlry at this time.” by tak-
1L i positive ﬁlt';rh" asude
from allowing the recovery in
the Upited  Stales and  the
internatjnnal  pressures o
Bring alwut an improved Can-
adian economy

The nex) adpet may contain
promses of e fulure and
present amdividual Canadians
wilhh tax coneesatons Then,
Mr Briggs apgrecd, IV possi-
hic an election will be called.

Mr. Bigps called the recent
Quebee while paper on lang-
wape Van unfortgmale’ propo-
sal, but cautioned that a white
pargaer is shill the government’s
statement of intent amd  he
belreves madifications will he
male ta Jepishation

Boro ona farm om Pembroke
i 1A, Meo Biges has held a
suvcession ol key provineial
puverminenl posts during his 26
vears as o civil servanl. He
ha mipe years remaining be-
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Halton region health  offi-
cials said Monilry maore thim
6 Lests for diphiheria tiken
[ollowing disclosure two weeks
ago of an oulbreak of the
eontagious disease have prov-
e nepalive.

stare than 600 throat swahs
have S Laken of pupils and
staff at two Oakville schools
and at the Oaklands regiond
ventre for retarded children.

The tests were inilinled st
week alter o rovtine  Urosd
sweath taken by o lamily doctor
showed i leachimg assistint al
W.H O Morden public schuwl
was i diphiheria carzier.

Oine woeek apo officials at the
repinnal centre confirsed (1t
three childeen of the cenire
whi attend inlegraled elasses
al Maorden scheol were  in
isolation conlivmed as carriers
of thie dhisesuse

AL apress conferener Friday
medical officer of health D,
Joseph Chamberlain said test-
g of the school papulations
hiad Been undertabken at Moer-
den and at the Bruce Lyn

fore compulsory retitement.

A graduate of the Onlario
Apriculiural College, he is also
o [ormer inter-colleginte light
heavyweight and middle-
weight boxing champion. He
now  cikiches boxing at  the
Hramales Boxing Club.

Hecenl ppointments have
i luded chairman of the spec-
tal commiltee on form  In-
comes; 1 member of the tosk
force on ofl-teack betting; o
meimber of the 1972 United
Nalons conference on the en-
vicanment al Sinckholm; pre-
siddenmt of the Toronto Holary
Cluby in 1973-73; director and
now vice-president af the Con-
dflinn Nalional Exhibition:
and president of the Agricult-
1iral lostitute of Canada.

since 1992 Mr. Biggs was
deputy-minister of gnviron-
ment working under Minislers
Jines Auld, Willinm Newman
and George Kerr, His tenure
with the agriculture ministey
uinder William Stewart cesit-
ed in o comprehensive milk
market plan; the formation of
the Ontario Food Couneil; and
development of agricultural
calleges al Guelph and several
olher centres across the prov-
e,

A veleran of the Second
World Yar, Mr. Biges was
dischorged following service
in Europe as a major with the
Lorne Scols. :

He is marricd with two boys
and has made his home in
Brampton sioce 1953, Mrs,
Bigps is o furmer Brampton
councitlor, program producer
and director for Rogers Cable
Television: nnd o member of
the advisor, commitlee on
journatism for Sheridan Col-
!

school for the trainable re-
tairded.

The press conference was
told the: young Ouakville woman
wis not Irealed at home during
the weck of Mareh 22 when the
presence af a diphtheria ease
wits learmed, Earlier reporis,
hised on conversalions with
health afficials said the woman
wits untler dector’s care in a
family sctiing.

br. Chamberlnin revealed
thal the woman was aclually
under the cnre of Daytona
Beach, Florida, hbealin nuthor-
ilies where she was vociation-
ing? during the spring school
hreak for 12 doys.

br. Chiamberlain coautioned
there is oo possibility of an
epidemnie, downplaying com-
ments by Halton beard of
health chairman George Gray
who cilled the present situa-
Wen o “diphtheria crisls.”

IHealth officlals ulso reven)
ed that famlly doctors and
heaith undt stalf are immuniz-
ing large numbers of the pub-
bie. Guidelines for Immuaizal-
jfun diphlherin and other dia-
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Focal Properties, council
to seek a compromise

The ongoing leyal dispute
between the Haolton Hills and
Foca] Properties Ltd,, which is
currently affecting all major
developmenis in Lhe George-
lown urban area, was clarified
for council during a two-hour
chronology presenied by Focal
solicitors Monday.

Developers of the McNally
apartment complex on Park
Street, one of several proposed
developments stalled by the
dispute aver sewage and waler
capacity, prompted the
presentation with an appeal to
council that the malter be
seltled after more than two
decades of occasional legal
scuffles.

Lawyers Hobert Jarvis and
Spence Stewart unwound 23
yvears of Georgelown’s plan-
ning hisiory tn a bid to Justify
Focal's proposal for 1,840
residentinl  units te be
developed in three phases on
the community's southeastern
boundary.

Council will discuss the
entire matier with 13 own
solicitor behind closed doars
prior 1o next Wednesday's
planning board meeting.

The Focal propesal con-
tinucs to dominate an ongoing
Ontario Municipat DBoard
(OMB) hearing devoled Lo
Georgetown's development
problems. The firm has filed
objections to several unrelated
developments wiuch tequare
toning and official plan
amendaments on the premise
that the Focal subdivision
should be accommodated by
the expansion later this yeor of
the Georgelown  scwogoe
treatment plant.

Linda Brown, lawyer for the
McNally project, complained
to councit that, although her
client is prepared to challenye
Focal in divisiona! court, the
objecting developers have thus
far refused to participale in
such legal action.

“Does Focal intend to object
to all propesals?” she asked.
*{ submil that my client
should be allowed off the hook.
They, like muany other
ratepayers, are cought jn a
squeeze. Il Focal s acling in
good faith as they say they are,
then they should indicate so by
letting our application go

Holmes
named

fire chief

Hallon Hills has one fire
chief and he is Mick Holmes of
Aclon,

‘Mr. Holmes was nomed fire
chie! during an in camera
mecting of council Meonday.,

Elfective immedinotely, he
assumes conlrol of Areas 1 and
2 fire-districls in Halton Hills.
Previpusly Mr. Holmes who

has been a tirefighter in Acton.

for about 25 years, was fire
chief for Aclon and aren.

Following council’s decision,
he replaces former Area 2 [ire
chivf Ken J. Buikema who
resigned to accept a positlen in
indusley.

eases have been passed to
family doctors. Dr. Chamber-
lain reiterated his call of last
week for adults to seck dipht-
herin hooster shots if they have
not been token within the past

theough.”

Mr. Jarvis admitted that the
current  “difference of
opinlan” between Focal and
the Town hos become ''very
intense'' and suggested that
the problem may be Focal's
fault for not exploining the
proposal’s background
adequately.

“"We belleve that a proper
development  could only
proceed if there is some form
of compramise without
slugging it out,” he sald. "It is
the consensus that we arrive ot
& cempromise, unfortunately,
our slugles! seems to have
caught up seme other people.”

Mr. Jarvis explained that
Halton Hills councit took no
action eon Focal's only
presentation regarding the
proposal, thus forcing Focal Lo
either abanden its plans or
appeal to the OMB. The
compuny chose the lntter
route, he said, and all further
‘hanees for “meaninglul
linlogur™ with the town were
ost.

Mayer Tom Hill brought the
issue to a head by asking Mr,
Jorvis whether Focal would
withdraw its objections to the
ather proposed developments
if counci]l were lo express a
willingnesas to discuss &
COMmpromise,

Mr. Jarvis admitted that he
had received ro directions
from his client regarding the
suggeslion, but assured
council that the objections
would be lifted if a fair com-
promise was reached.

Mr. Stewart, hoping to prove
that the current dispule arose
from an initial misun-
derstonding, iraced the histary
af the developer's efforts in the
Georgetown area since 1954,

In that year, he explained,
the Delrex company, formed
by Hex Heslop and later laken
over by Focal, enlered Into its
firat agreement with the {own
of Georgetown by which the
town would both annex and
service property south of what
1s today Rexway Drive, known
then as the Reed farm.

Under the same terms, Mr.
Stewart said, five more ad-
jocent propertlies were added
the following year. From then
unith 1965, hawever, he sald,
the developer hod difficulties
balancing the industriol-
residentinl lax assessment
ratio to the required 6040 per
cent.

The problem was solved
when the developer auctioned
off 175 ocres al land for
commercinl and industrinl use
for $100 per acre. The actoal
value, Mr. Stewart pointed out,
was between $5,000 and $10,000
per acre, lor a total “gift™ to
the town of $1.5 million.

Third and fourth agreements
were execuled, in which Foeal
wns released from all
requirements concerning the
assessmoent rotio. Al the same
time, the Wright, Hepburn,
Cleave and Shayne [arms were
conveyed, along with another
485-acre parcel, to the
developer.

Following regionalization,
Focal presented the new
Halton Hills council with plans

five ycars. :

He snid ils possible for a
person immunized against the
“lizecase {0 hbecome carriers but
the patenlial for feial results
are teduced because of the

for a 361-acre development on
the Hepburn and Cleave
farms, which are still used for
agricullural purpeses on o
rentnl basis.

According to the propesal,
1,020 single family units, 474

--*_t_i-ttl' r‘ b Bp
&
*" . ;

semi-delached homes and 348

- townhouse ppartments (at 12

unils per acre) would be
construcied. The completed
subdivision would have its own
schools, “rehall, parks and

commercial ondlatsy

ot it b

RAIDER CAPTAIN JOHN BOYCE AND TROPHY

RAIDERS WIN!

The Georgelown Chrysler Raliders claimed their
cighth OHA title when they defeated the Fort Erie
Muovericks, 6-5 in overtime Sunday.

The HRaider win gives them the OHA Major
Intermediate “'A" Champlonship and the John Ross
HRoberison trophy symbolic of league supremacy. It {ook
the Georgetown leam five games (o dispose of the pesky
Mavericks in the league's best-of-seven championship

final.

The Raiders now go against the Timmins Northstars
Northland Intermediate Hockey League Champions in
Hardy Cup quarter final play. The serics against Timmins
will be o best-of-five aflalr, commencing Friday night at
Gordon Alcett Memorial “ Arepa and continuing on
succeeding nighls until a winner is declared. All games are
scheduled 1o get under way at 8:30 p.m. Fer complete
details of the winning contest see story on page 14,

toxogenic character of the dis-

casc is attacked by antibodies.

Those persons in high risk
positions such as ireaiment of
{lie isolation cases at the re-
tarded children's centre will

Pupils may have passed
disease to teacher: MOH

Halton medical officer ol
health Dr. Joseph Cham-
berlnin soid Friday he helieves
a young Oakville teacher may
have contracted o mild case of
diphtheria [rom three pupils
from o reglonal centre for
retarded children.

Calling the disclosure a
“palitical {thing'', Dr.
Chamberlain lold reporters of
his susplelons when questioned
of the source of four reported
cases of the disease In Halton
region.

The woman Is a teaching
assistant al o schoeo) which

L LN

integrates some reforded
children from the Osaklands
Hegional Centre with normal
children. Three cases of
diphtheeia carriers are in
isolatlon ot an retarded
chtlidren's centre. The are
pupils at W.H. Merden school
Nenens o Al WAMER ledchiv,

“My ossumplion is that the
children have had it (the
discasc) first and gave it to the
girl,” Dr. Chamberlnin sald.
'"“We know,” he added that In
hoapital schools there are often
oulbreaks of discase."

He sald he has written the
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Ontarie  Health Ministry
suggesling that prior to any
transfer of palients or
resldents at instliutlons
negative thront swabs for
diphtherin and up-lo-date
immunizatlion for individunls
be verified. His recom-
mendatllon, Dr. Chamberlain
addad, [ollows slmliar
recommendationg  {rom
medical officers of health in
Muskoka, Simcee, Perth and
Huren Counties where there
has been recent reports of
diphtheria.

be tested for an extended
period.

The teaching assistant com-
piained of respiratory all-
ments o a family physician
about March 12 was given a
throant swab and antibiotlcs
which are believed to have
killed the disease prior to her
trip to Flerida.

Ilesulls of tests taken by the
Flerido health officials, Includ-
ing a throat swab, are not yet
known,

A second swab token in
Oakville on her return shows o
negative result. Dr, Chamber-
lain said familics of all the
victima have been taken but no
positive results have been re-
poried,

Diphtherin is a sometimes
falal disease which causes
fever, ailments similar to in-
fiuenza, enlarging of the throat
glands and causes difficulties
In speech and swallowing re-
sulting In some case in paral-
yais.

WNone of the reported coses
have displayed the classle sy-
mptoms of the disease, he said.
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