Acton business group delayed

Personal conflicts ond a
general concern that the work
of the Acton Chamber of
Commerce might be
duplicated prevented the
formation of anm  Acton
Business Assoclation at a
meeting last week,

The approximatley 25
merchants who attended the
meeting, chaired by Mill
Street businessmen Ed Wood
and Almp Swelmaon, decided to
postpone o vole on the for-
mation of an assoctationuntil a
list of objectives is prepared.

Al a second, as yel um-
scheduled meeting, a flve
member committee will
cutlline a program fer the
proposed organization and
eould make a recemmendatian
as to the extent to which it
would be afflillated with the
Chamber of Commerce,

Despite Mr. Woed's in-

sistence that the business
assoclation “is in no way
mcant to take the place of, or
compete with, the chamber",
the bulk ef the meetlng in-
voived discusslons in which the
need for the organization was
questioned.

While acknowledging the
exsistence of the Chamber’s
retal] business commiltee and
the recently formed board of
management for the im-
provement of the downlown
core, Mr. Woed ond fellow
merchant John Coniglic ox-
pressed dissatisfaclion with
the Chamber's cofferis on
behalf of the businessmen.
Mrs. Swelmon added 1that
several merchants feel the
retail committee has not held
enough meelings o ac
commodale the needs of the
downtown core.
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HOBBIES EXPLAINED

Bob Anderson (1op) a commercial artist, demoensira-
tes the fine art of silk-screening at the North Hallon
District Cub’s Hesources Conference, Murray (Chopper)
Harrison, district commissioner {below) shows Cubs his
coin collection and answers guestions about his numisma-

lic hobby.

ARC open house April 21

An open house at the Adelt Hehabilitation Centre
will be held April 21 from 2 p.m. until 9 p.m. Mentally
retarded adults will work the full day, displaying their
work ta the public. It is a tradition each year lo celebrate
their anniversary with a large cake. This year marks their

- cleventh anniversary. The [adies auxitliaries from
Guorgetown, Acton and Milton will help in preparing end

serving tea.

Volunteers needed

Before Mether's Day auxilliaries will be convassing

[or the

“Flowers for Hope'' Campaign. Maore canvassers

are needed. Seeds are sold dogr to door. Anyone interested
should contact the North Halten Association for the

wentally Retarded,

circutated ameng the down-
town moerchants fwo weeks
ogo. Mrs. Swetman repurted,
I were returned, of which only
two opposed the formation of a
business association. Of the 38,
she said, 15 stoted their
simultancous supperl [or un
associalion nnd oppositien to
the Chamber's cominiitee.

Mr. Coniglio shared the
sentlments ol several of the
respondents who heped the
association would promate
communication among the
merchants so that they could
assist one apather with their
individuat problems,

Merchant Paul Neilsen, who
serves on the board of
management for Acton's new
Business  improvement Arca
{BIA), defended the Chamber
against charges that it has
dene litile or nothing for the
downlown core. Listing the

Opponents callhearings'

Chamber's activitics on the
merchant's behall duecing the
past iwo ycars, he contended
lhat the Chamber's retail
commitiee can provide the
merchants with anything they
need, including in-
tercammunication.

Mr. Wood., himscelf a
Chamber director, reilerited
his  assurance that the
assnciation would not impeded
the Chamber's effnrts to im-
prove and promote  the
i!DWﬂlﬂWll AT,

It's a small-scale association
that can work hoand-in-hand
with the Chamber, but just be
something for the small bus-
inessmen,”” he explained.

Chamber sccrclary Betty
Kastwood responded to Mr.
Wood's supgestion that  an
associotion could provide
Acton with o consumer
relations service by painting

oul that the Chamber has had
e “‘discrectly’” handle many
complaints from shoppers
over the vears.

Merchant Mike Kinal said
the Chamber has done “'a
fantastic job™ in laylng plana
fur the improvement of the
downtown core and urged that
the asseciation, If formed, be
directly alliliated. For the
“assoviation lo hoave n say at
town council meetings, he
added, it would have to pay
5600 o hecome “certified”

Mrs. Eastwood extended the
Chamber's invitation 1o all
disgruntted businessmen to
aonroach lo Chamber with any
grievances cancerning olleged
fatlure to meet the merchant'g
needs, Such a receonciliation,
she felt, wauld negate the need
for a separate business
associntion, which, if formed,
could "iLl'iUﬂ":'}" wiaken the

Hydro needs unjustified:

Landowners opposed 1o Ont-
ario Hydro's plans to exprop-
riate their properties for the
Bradley-te-Limchouse  {rans-
mission corridor decided at
hearings Friday to abandon
their original strategy of pre-
senting specific evidence in
favor of a general criticism of
Hydro for its failure to justify
the need (or the corridor.

The residents called the ex-
propriation hearings, which
concluded after three days at
the Aclon Legion Hall, a
“farce’” and a “travesty' de-
signed solely for chalrman

‘Donald Meyrick to “Hubber-

stamp” Hydro's preordained
proposals,

Three lawyers representing
landowners with individual
cencerns regarding the line's
crossing of their propertics
kept presentations to a mini-
mum so that the larger issue of
the need for the line and for the
Bradley-to-Limehouse route
could be debated.

Each of the lawyers in turn
criticized Hydro for restricting
its evidenee to what was des-
cribed as "procedural™ rather
than substantiating argu-
ments. Hydro lawyer Thomas
Marshall presenled only one
wilness during the hearings, a
project engineer who testified
simply 1o the specifie delinea-
tion of the curridor from pro-
perty Lo propertiy.

Dick Howilt, lawyer for the
majority of alfeeted landown-
vrs in Erin, East Luther and
East Garofraxa Townships,
blamed Hydro's failure to just-
ify the corridor for the public’s
resentment of the provineial
government, a problem which
he said recalled the days prior
to the introduction of the Ex.
propriations Aecl to protect
citizens rghts.

“Mr. Marshall leap-frogs the
whaole first issue as 1o whether
the land should be taken at
all,” he said. "If you (Mr.
Meyrick) accepl Hydro's nar-
row Interpretation of this hear-
ing, you'll let the people down,
These peaple came here think-
ing they were finally gaing to
get the hearing they've been
woiling for that they were
finally going to learn why
Hydre is taking their land,™

Upen realizing that the op-
pesilion lawyers were con-
cerned thatl any presentation
of evidence on their part might
jeopardize their success in
proving the entire fine to be
unnecessary, Mr. Meyrick as-
sured them he would not be
dissuaded.

“I'm quile prepared to hear
any evidenee concerning mod-
ificativns al the sites wilhout
prejudicing mysell fo your
ebjections about the overall

lecale.” he said. _
lLawyer, leon Parvian ex-

plained that he and his collea-
gues feared Mr. Marshall
would attempt to “fill the
great, gaping holes (n his
cose' hy cross-exoming vxim-
ing the opposition’s wilnesses,

Town of Halton Hills

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Arena’s Activities during ‘SCHOOL BREAK’,
March 19 until 26, 1977

ACTON GEORGETOWN GORDONALCOTT
COMMUNITY CENTRE MEMORIAL ARENA MEMORIAL ARENA

PUBLIC
SKATING

Mar. 21, 22, 211 & 25 1977
1.40 P.M. until 3.40 P.M.

Mar. 19 & 26 1977, -

3.10 P.M. untii 10.10 P.M.

PARENTS &
TOT

March 24

1.40 1o 3.40 P.M.
Admission: 35 cenls or
$1.25 per family

SHINNY HOCKEY

Mar. 21, 22, 23, 24, 15

11.30 A .M. to 12,25 P.M.

Admission $1.00

PUBLIC
SKATING

Mar. 21, 22, 23, 24 & 25.

1.30 P.M. until 3:30 P.M.

FAMILY
SKATING

March 19 & 26 1977

1.15 P.M. until 3.00 P.M.
15 cents per

Admission:
person

$1.25 per Family
SHINNY

March 22, 24 & 25
9.30 until 11:30 A.M.
Admission: $%$1.00

International
Bantam Hockey
Tournament

Mar. 19, 21, 212, 23, 24,
BB 2

7.30 A.M. until
10.00 P.M.

Admission

Children: 50 cenis
Adults: 51,00

Booster Tickets:
Children: $2.00
Adults: $4.00

FAMILY
SKATING

March 20 & 27 1977
1.00 P.M. until 3 P.M.

Lawyer Gordon Chapman
agreed that, although evidence
he had on hand could save
Hydro much expense and ap:
pease his clients, Hydro's fail-
ure to pravide adequate evid-
enee for s own case lelt the
publie without a genuine hear-
L.

“This sn't o hearing,”” he
said. All we hope is that the
preper  pressures will foree
hydro to give us a preper
hearing.”

Lawyer Alan Bloit poinled
oul that Mr. Meyrick had
minimal evidence on which to
base his decision, compared to
the large volume of expert
lestimuny  presented ot both
the expropriation hearings for
ihe northern section ol the line
and the 1974 Solandt Commiss.
ion hearings on the Nanticoke-
to-Pickering corrider

Explaining that §4 ecxpert
witnesses were called at the
Solandt hearings by Hydro 1o
desceribe the exlensive re-
search  which  preceded  the
inguiry, he asked why  the
ongoing hearings could nol be
afforded the same righl and
courtesy.

AMr. Blolt further stated that
Mr. Meyrick was expected to
rely solely on the recommend-
ations of the Environmental
Hearing Board (EHBY, 4 bDody
designed, he  said,
public meetings regarding
wiste management.

Mr. Meyrick borrowasd [rom
A colleague’s assessmoent o
deserilds Bis task as arbilrator
as being comphyated by bis
equal regard for both oppasing
sitles.

FREE

to hold

In his own summatlon, Mr.
Marshall contended that the
acedd for, and the locution of,

Chamber.

The enthuslasm shown by
those at the meetlng, Mrs.
Eastwood said, would beller
benelit all  concerned if
channelled instead into the
Chamber,

Alrcody angered by Mr.
Nellsen's cont' =% L Jdiyvnee of
the Chambers role in improy-
ing the downtown core, Mr.
Conigllo became apprehensive
that the business association
would fall under the Cham-
ber's auspices and left the
me¢ling. His departure led
several inat tendem:e to specu-
late that *‘petly polities"”
among the merchanls presents
a mu jor obstacke 1o the forma-
tion and efforts of any organiz-

ntion.
“The small m:emesemen

Mr. Neilsen conended,” is lhe
most individualistic  person.
There  will  always  be
arguments.'”’

afarce’
lawyers

lhe corridor was not the isspe
facing the hearing,

BE SURE TO
Visit Our Booth

At The

NATIONAL SPORTSMEN'S
SHOW

Coliseum Exhibition Place
March 18 to 24

Credit River Boat Co.

Norval

877-9552

robert Vg
Gougeon

HOUSEHOLD FURNISHING

Yes! We've
gone Irish for
3 Big Days —

Thurs., Fri. &
Soturday —

Don't Miss The Big Savings

o CHESTERFIELD SUITES

e LOVE SEATS
SOFA BEDS

SWIVEL ROCKERS
AND RELAXERS

END TABLES

COFFEE TABLES
LAMPS & MIRRORS

WATCH FOR THE BIG

GREEN SALE TAGS
THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE

DELIVERY

e

robert

- | €& Gougeon

Tues, fo Saft.

?am. - §p.m.
Thurs. and Fri,

HOUSEHOLD L o
ruRnISHING  EFor Gracious Living

T 7 pom.

s

TERMS

CAS5SH,
CHARGEX OR

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

95 Main 5t., Downtown Georgetown

ILVER'S
WELCOME
VALUES

Men'’s

SUITS

3 PCE.
NEWEST STYLES IN

POLYESTER-GABERDINE
AND POLYESTER-WOOL

SIZES 38-46

99

3
%

Men’s

BLAZERS

NAVY, BROWN SIZES 38-52

$3999 . $69W
Men’s PANTS

REG. $12.00

99

3
i

PATTERN AND PLAIN

SIZES 32.44
NOW

+
[
".-*

-i!.r\'

1 J 'l

Short Sleeve Acrylic

KNIT g499
TOPS

POLYESTER SPRING SHADES

\\_‘\ Pull-On ¢4 99
.4 PANTS
LOWER LEVEL -

Young Men’s , Pre-washed |
: 9
WIDE I.EG JEANS $I 2 ?
.L'R,

y
|3
¥

9

Spring Shades

CARDIGANS
$399

Boys’ Short Sleeve
Solid Shade $-M-1

o1 shirs 17

Boys’ Half- Boxer "” :
= JEANS *3% L.
;

New Spring Arrivals In The

/2 PRICE SHO

IN DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN



