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Let’s be
realistic

Last week Oakville Coun. Carl
Eriksen proposed a pay cut for
members of régional council. :

It was a noble gesture which
today will likely be bantered about by
the full council as it prepares o
receive and {ile his Jetter explaining
his position.

And once again the exhibition of
aur elected politicians filling their
gckets-—tn comn & phrase-will be laid

fore the public.

Mr. Eriksen, a social scientist by
profession, is sincere in his
arguments that the workload and
responsibilities of the regional
councillors job is not, perhaps, all that
was envisaged by the previous council
when it set the present salary level of
$3,500 a year.

But that aside, an argument
which merits consideration is the
changing shape of local politics. It is
nolonger a part-time pursuit for those
with the time, resources and ability to
donate community service, Politics—
to coin another phrase-has become
big business. A business which
becomes more complex as each day
new technology makes advances
which influence changes in our
lifestyle.

The fact that today an “average"
citizen, the middle-class warker, can
pursue a political career without fear
of jeopardizing the welfare of his
family, is an advantage to society
which must never be overlooked. A
case in point is Halton Hills Coun.
Russ, Miller who through cir-
cumstances will be unemployed when
Domtar closes later this year. He has
dedicated himself as a [ull-time
politician.

The time at his disposal will be
used to provide a full-time service to
constituents and his remuncration
means he can do so without economic
sanection.

It's
today's
responsibility
salary, not just at the local level but
also ot the provincial and federal
fevels. Some mechanism is needed (o
avoid the repeated embarrassed
regular attempts to improve polilical
salaries.

No. We can’'t see that a reduction
in the present regiofial salaries is
warranted considering the growing
bureaucracy (not just regional,
either) which local politicians must
work within, But we cannot see any
increase at-this time either.

Ten years ago, for example,
members of the Ontario legislature
could carry out their duties on a part-
time basis because constituenl and
legislative duties could be ex-
peditiously and adequately dealt with,
That's no longer the case as most
members will testify. Members of the
legislature now work more than the
accepted 40 hours-a-week dealing
with a monolith created to provide for
our needs and desires.

indeed unfortunate that
olitician is saddled with the

Within the next two years the
workload of regional council will no
doubt increase as it first determines
what Halton's goals and long-range
objectives will be and then im-

lements its official plan. To attempt

reduce the salary now may
necessitate a make-up increase at
some iater date, Heducing the
salaries now seems a backward step.

of sectting his own -

(Sewuge will be first,

|later the constitution
will be discussed

13!: 1alks.

But then FPrime Minister Trudeau np-
pointed Urban Affairs Minister Andre
Duellet--he is responsible for the National

By STEWAHRT MacLEOD
itawa Hureau
0 The Herald
~ While 2l sur atiention has becen locused
on lofty constitutional questions, it's in-
teresting 1o note that the first practical
problem 1o arise  between Oftawa  and
Quebec’s new separatist government in-
volves a sewage (reatment plant.
I guess the bickering had to
somewhere. _

Alissueisa proposed $120 million project
to handle sewage In the Hull-Gatineau-
Aylmer region across the river from Oliawa,
Under the agreement, signed last year after
years of negoliation, the federal government
would pay $50 millien and the other half
would be divided between the province of
Quelrec and the municipalities involved,

The plant was given an urgent priority hy
the federal government becouse Hull's raw
sewage is dumped into the Ottawa River.

When lenders were called last year the
lowest bid came frem an Ottawa firm which
said it would construct the piant ftself for
$28,530,000. This was $1,450,000 below the next
lowest bid.

The previouy Liberal government in
Quebec agreed thot the Ottawa firm should
get the conlract.

GOVERNMENT CHANGES 1

But before the papers were signed, the
Porti Quebceois government came  into
power, with a firm pelicy of giving iU's con-
tracis to Quebec firms. Claiming there were
prregularitiea in the tender offered by the
Ottawa firm, Quebec’s minister of inter-
governmental alflairs, Claude Morin, said
new tenders would have (o be colled.

At first lhere were quiet behind-the-
kcenes negotiationa as Ottawa argued that
the ao-called irregularities represented

normal practice, thal most of the em:-
ployees of the Ottawa firm were residenis of

$ull and that within inflation ony new bids
wouldd be automatically kigher.

The federa)l negotiations were being
handled by the National Copltal Commisslon,
headed by Plerre Juneau, whose briel cablnet
career wos terminated in his flrst attempt Lo
win a seal. "There I8 no use in starting new

and unnecessary skirmishes,” he said, ex-
plaining the low-key, confidentlal nature of

begin

Capital Commission--as  c¢hief Liberal
orpanizer in Quebee, Mre. Ouellet s a fighter,
and he knew thad the residents of Hull were
not exactly ccstatic  about. the Parii
Quebecois altitude taward the eity,

So just after Quebhee Municipal Alfgirs
slinister Guy Tardif ssid his government
would help “liberate” Hull from federal
ttlomination, Me, Ouvliet and Mr, Juncau
unleashed o new offensive.

STRONG I"RUTEST

In an unusuilly s1idf letler to Mr. Morin,
and which was obviously nicant for wide
spread  distribulion in Hull, Mro Juneay
relates the whaole history of the contract and
says the Parti Quebecois pesition “'is most
disquiething.™ :

And he advanees some compelling
arguments for o Quebec Cily aboul face,

First the sgreement among the gavern-
ments had no provision for preflerentinl
treatment for Quebec firms. Anyway, he
points out, the Ottawa liem says 100 per vent
of employees used on the project would be
residents of Quebee, and 9.4 per cent of ol
subcontractipg work would be done by
Quebwe firms. All materials would be hought
from Queber suppllers.

The letter also referred to the fact that
the firm employs muny Quebee residents on
Onlorio projects. There was a hint there.

It will be difficelt for Mr. Morin to
counter ali the arguments advanced by Mr.
Jupeau ond it will also be difficult fer hlm to
win the curreal propagands war over the
issue. | The Quebec  residents  concrrned
desperately want thal new sewnge syslem
and they are being constantly reminded 1hat
(Mtawn will put up hatl the coat, while the

Fartl Quebecois, with o 25-per-cent com-
mitment, is atalling.

Becouse e PQ governmend |5 pledged to
trim all expenditures, os i demonsirates
financial respensibllity to outside Inveslors,
there is some speculation that this first
federgt-provincial disprite is merely a
delaying netion by Quebee City, But this is
ooe sewage {reatment plant that’s worth
walching.
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Leaked Ottawa documents
show need for perfect leader

By GERRY LANDSBOOLUGH

Fsgt, Over here! We've just received
some inside informalion that's to be kepl
strictly on the "Q.T." We have come across
some  confidential lellers dnd  documents
which it appears (Mlawa has been trying to
keep under wraps. NHead on and  you'll
discover what the Canadion people “'really™
expect from their government,
Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

My name is Blily Smith and I'm in Grade
4 at Park Street Perfect School. Fean't do my
math, My teacher Mrs. Worktorule says that
I'm nol trying bard cnough. My mom says
*Shut up and de your homework". My dad
says that "what's wrong with the schonls is
all your faull.” My dad s slways right. My
dad says “everything” is your fault - that's
why he and mom fight sa mucli. Please do my
math for me or make the schoul do it or
anybody else as long as 1 don’t have to. It's
too hard to do my own work.

Your {riend
Rilly Smith

P 5. Please hurry my homework wias SUppos-
ed to be finished last week.
Dear Mr: Trudeau:

Ilecently 1 had oceasion to take “Fifi
Precious™ ta mur exclusive veterinarian Dr,
William Answerall. My darling had become
very upset. She wns chewing my plants tmy
flowering fig 5 in a terrible stale) throwing
temper tantrums and also had “Bed-wetting™
problems. i, William Answerall after ext-
ensively examining #ifi Precious feels she
became wpsel after walching your press

conference regarding Premier Rene what

cver his name 5. (Fifi Precions always
walches the news from her velvet cushion on
her settee.) Personally [ can’t be bothered
kecping up with such unimpoertant madlers.
Dr. Answerall feels “Fili  Precious™ has
suflerd travma over your harsh wards, There
is no doubt in his or my mind-that you are
persanally responsible for our Fifi's deplor.
able condition. 1| expect you te handte this
matier with the utmost urgency giving my
poaition full consideration. | do hot care to
have your inferfering with Fifi Preclous
with such dribble and I'm sure you will 1nke
whalever steps are necessary 1o rectifly this
malter immedialely.
Yours sincerely
Mrs. R 4 Uptown
Uptown Rilz L Wallstreet)
N.B. We are giving a small dinner party for
359 of ovur closest friends and are looking
forward to boving Margarel oin os. We

promised Joackie " and Grace thal she would
e there, and we hate ddisappointing our
friends. Looking forward o seeing Margacet
on Thursiday.

: : iJ
Dear Prime:

Look old buddy I'm runmng my rip back
and ferth acrass his countey and 'm running
intoa hell of a lol of static. Meand some of the
puys are bloody fed up with your stinking
controls You know whal yvou can do with
them - don't v Now there's no way we want
ey Doy it in von "ened buddy®" B of we don't
sltarl peliing in more bread fasl voor
gpoing to e doing muech sking in the next few
weeks - i ya get whid T mean. s just not
waorth it good buddy. Do samething - FAST

Hed "Bone Crusher™ Karolvitz,
Dear Prime Minister: :

Please excuse me for wriling lo you and
bothering you with my problems, T wanl ta
have o Baty. My hoyiriend Harold says that i
casl loo much money and thatl times are bad
and its all your fault. Please help me have 5
baby,

Yours lruly
Susie Mixedup.
Alln Privrre:

We have e littic “problem™ wilth the
Anglhos cawn the pead. They run i foed store,
Wewentintobuy some “pea soup’ - they say
“pea - soupis for de birds. ™ Now mon s we
have beencaling de peea soup ever since [ean
renember, My grandmother she eat de pes
soup, my grandfather he eat de pea sonp my

deadline
approaches

Wwitnh less than two weeks
remaining for the purchase of the
licence stickers for 1977 ear licence
plates there's still at least 4,000
owners in Georgetown and o similar
number in Acton who may be lining
up for that piece of plastic.

Spokesmen for the ministry of
transportalion and communications
report there will be no extension ol Lhe
deadline. The two local licensing
offices have extended hours until the
end of the month,

Looking through our files

10 YEARS AGO

Hunter's Inn was the scene of a fire Feb.
15. Firefighters, who were called to the seene
at noon, had o break down a door and chop n
hole threugh the asphull foof to guell the
bluze, Two bedroomns on the upper flaor were
gutted and a oumber of stored groceries
destroyed.

Three Onlarke Provincinl Police con-
stables begon madnlaintng law and orider in
Georgetown willy headquarters in the old
luwn hall

The Lion's ¢lub dropped plans to have o
harse show in Georgetown beciinse of the
greatl finnncinl risk.

A weck-lung compaign to raise $1A40 for
St Johin Ambulance got underway, part of o
Canada-wide ciampaign to raise $1 million,
Committee members were Dr, CV. Willinms,
chairman; Mres, RT. Poaul, seerelory; HLH.
Irclund, treasurer and BMrs. A [eceve,
publicity.

2 YEARS AGOH

Consulting engineers recommoended Lo
councit that the present sewage disposal
plont be nbandoned In fover of a new one
costing $H30, 00 [o serve the old and new parts
af Georgelown, €5, Dutlon, spokesman for
Proetor, Redfern and Laughlin, 1ol council
that the curreni plant, with a capacity to
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serve L7000 persons, wns serving 5000 and
under department of Beallh stamdords should
b npeciiting.

Jubn D Kelly, Georgetinwn’s elerk.
treasurer for five yeoars, resigned his posl,

Council  reversed Wy decision of  the
previans week and deeided fo purchase from
Elarobd MeClure, an ambulance te get the new
wmblusnee  service  in Georgetown
valablished., Aboul 70 men voluntepred o
aperate the serviee,

10 YEALS AGO

CGreorgeliown and  distriet  high  school
hired & second vice-principal, Neil "Furnbuil,
of Galt, to handle ndeninisteative matters, He
Joined AM. Boxter who was in clharge of
attentdanee and student discipline.

Town sofl gol an across-the-board in-
crense of W0 per cent although department
heads were excluded frem the ralse. Stafl
nlso got their luneh bour cul to 75 minules
fram % plus 1.5 days per month sick leave
accumlating te o maximum of 6 days in
five yeuars.

The Esquesing Agricullural Sociely
changed its pame to  the Georgelown
Apgricullural Socicty,

Hilton Counly MPI* George Kerr was
proposing a two-tier syslem of government
for Pect nnd Malton,
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preat-greal-gramitather ¢al de pea soup.
Whiat 15 this Lhey are trying o pull? Fierre 1
Enow we ¢an count on you lo fix everylhing-
tris bien.
I's Say Allo o les enfants,
Bonjoeur
Plus
Well denr readers after recewving these
decuments it bas become painfully evident
the kind of problems (48awa is seeretly trying
th deal with, Trudeau is regarded by the
Cangaatdom prople as a tyrannical and absolute
muenareh i effect—a God. The democracy we
apcr Knew s no  longer with us, The
“Canadian way'' is a perfect government for
a perfect peaple. U would appeac that the
Canadian people Tind it impossible 1o see any
dillerence belween "needs’” and "greeds”.
“There has never been a perfect govern-
mient lel alone o “perfect official™ bul Lo see
this, e wauld have te look at the cconomy
and the socind pressures that are hap

pening
i the rest of the world—bat the H.J.

Uptowns, the Susie Mixedups and the “Hone
Crushers™ of the world are really not
ileresied in Lhis, What is required is an ad
fiar the next Prime Minister,

Wanted: Perfect person (e run imperfect
country-perfectly . Hours. 24 per day - vaea-
lons taken at your own risk. Spouse must
#lsn be perfect. - particularly in matlers of
protocel no pecsonal displays of humanity
please! Image could be summed up in o1l
representalion of  perfection. “The Great
Capadian Way™. Salary commesurale with
experience. Perfeet people only need apply.

Apply in wrating to:

The Perfect Canadian Peaple,

Ferfect Canada,

sulmidiary U5 A

,r—ﬂuann‘ﬁ Park
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Nostalgic
memories|
of youth

By SUSAN DE FACENDIS

However happy I am living in Canada
and uanable to conceive now of llving
anywhere clse, spring never falls to arguse in
me o dreadful nostalgla and homesickness
for the English springs I grew up with.
Possibly because [t 13 such a definlle season
over there, whereas here in Canadna it never
seems Lo be able to make up its mind whether
io arrive or not.

I realise this |s probably just a slight
mental abberation on my part, however each
year, spring finds me torn between the desire
to return for o visit and the knowledge that,
were | to go, it would probably be nothing like
1 remember. It could in fact, destroy an
illusion that I have been able to use as a
retreat into the recesses of my mind when
necessary. -

i know I spent my childhood In n little
pirce of heaven, We had the English Channel
and its beaches at our front deor and the
gently rolling countryslde known as the South
Downs, ot our back,

As a child [ never remember being bored.
The problem was psunlly (o be able to decide
between choices, :

Would i1 be the beach at low tide with the
shrimp and crab hunting and wet sand
sguishing delight{ully between bare toes?
Should it be a walk along the promenade at
high tide, with the awe-lnspiring majesty of
the huge waves thundercusly poundlog
against the sea wall, soaking me with Its line
mist of salty spray? .

Or should it be a long hike across the
countryside with my scottish terrier Linday,
prancing ot my side in o delicium of dogdy
delight - a counlryside where blackberries
and red and black currants grew free for the
picking?

The summer holidays spent in Devon-
shire al the home of my great-grandparents
where at night, one slipped quickly past the

‘paintings of disapproving ancestors lining the
dim slairway, to climb a short ladder into an
cnormous four poster bed and lo eventually
fall asleep under the watchful eyes of a
stuffed owl in o glass case adoming the
surface of the dressing table.

(ine of my fovourile haunts was a country
estate, where o large segment of the grounds
had been atlowed to fall into disrepalr ond run
wild.

A neighbourhood [riend and I discovered
a gap in the surrounding fence and proceeded
to spend many magical hours there - a
weeid-choked pond that abounded with eels:
rotted tree stumps filled with the nests of
grass snakes, the young ones no bigger than
darning necdles, wriggling and glinting in the
sunlight.

The occasional appearance of n gardener
or grounds-keeper added to the day, with the
thrill of possible discovery and its unknown
CONSCHUEnces. ;

A bicycle, a packed lunch and a good
companion, was all that was needed to make
a perfect day. We came home tired, dirty and
lagen down wilh armiuls of the wild bluebells
that covered the countryside like 2 carpet.

Those days of my childhood bred in me a
passionate love for the open country and the
wildlife it contains. | wish my ratber

too-worldly city-bred children could have a
glimpse of this world, that they too might
have some dreams lo dream when lifes
realilies somelimes become 100 much.

In a lighter vein . . .

Back in the days when Cosey Stengel
was a Dodger coach, one of his charges
named Cuccinello hammered a hit to
the bullpen in right field. Mel Ot of the
Giants ficlded the ball brillianily and
fired it to third base. "Slide!"" scream-
od Steongel. bu! Cuceinello came in
standing up and was tagged out.
"You'd have been safe if you'd shid.”
rodired Stengel. *Why didn't youdo fike
I tald you?"" “'Slide” " repeated Cucein-
ello with some dignity. “And bust my
cigars?” -

Davis can sure

shuffle a cabinet

By THON AV HTEALLN
Quren's Park Hurcau
(M The Herald

Bill Davis may not be the best politician
v e werkd, At least a lot of people think so.
Hut when il comes to shuffling o cabinet he is
better than a conntry hamd.

Politwally his recent  cabinet
reorgstization was about as good ns we have
seeil here in reeent times,

I shift nut only gove Northern Ontarcto
s own miinister, o master political slroke,
bt it wiped out same bad trouble spols and
peneratlly tended to put people where they
beticr belong.

NAIL BITER:

Outstanding in this lne (s moving John
st Irerm Correctional  Services lo
Gavernpment Serviees

Smith has had his feot in his mouth so
much e probably bites his toe nals. In
Government Services nbout the only chance
for Bim to gel into print s wlien o new
Building is to be put up se he shodd be safely
oni? ol The winy'.

Arthir Meen, s Hevepue, has been in
troble over Both housing loans and lamd
specitlation tax exemphions,

The troulide has been mainly over hiy
devistons sund Jis Judgement, [n Carreetinnal
Speviers ese aee not called for nearly ns

k.

MILLER QUICK

Another good move is getting Jim Taylor
out of Community and Family Services.

Taylor’s personal philesophy just doesn't
fend itself to haoding ocul public mency, But
he hos a good mind, and this and his legal
hackground, will be helpful in gelting o grab
on the complex Energy Minjsiry,

Frank Miller, having done the dirly job of

- rlosing hospitals in Health now has to take on

Heed Paper In Natural Hesources. Hs
frankness, quick Lhought and good wit, could
make him o good fireman on this hot i1ssue.
Dennis Timbrell is positive and a
good thinker. He showed this in Energy. Now
that he is In Health he eventually will have to
face the hospital closings, which will be
coming back from the courts, He should do
this calmly.
lL.orne Hendersom moves over to chalr.
mon of cabinet. A job of not sil that much
vonsequence, perhaps, bul It will help him as
the chief political man for the government in
Western Untario,
And finnlly Kelth Norton makes Lhe

cabined,

Everyone expected Lhis, ss readers
Knnw,

If there I8 any sirlke agalnst this per
sonable young lawyer from Kingaton [t ia that
perhaps he has had too big a bultd-up.

People may be expecting too much from
hilmy,




