By George Evashuk
Hersld staff writer

Although it took him 19 years
to eary the right to wear them,
Staff /Sgt. Jobn Barratt of
Halton Reglonal police wasn't
paying too much attention to
the crowns on bis shoulder
epaulets the day after his
promotion came through.

But during an alternoon jull
at District 1 Headquarters,
Georgetown, the 35-year-old
policeman was willing to talk
about his police career.

He began in 1957 as a cadet
with o 200-man force In
Wolverhampton, a sem}-
Industrial city in England's
midlands where he learned
police work “from the bottom
up,” he sald.

As a cadet he worked In a
training capaclty in all
branches of the force including
a stint in the police garage.
Gelting up to your elbows in
grease 'leaches you respect for
equipment,’ he sald,

After patrolling a beat with
more experienced policeman
for 18 months, Barratt jalned
the force when he turned 19
and took 13 weeks of basic
training. During thls msame
lime, he was Involved in the
Duke of Edinburgh's Out-
wardbound program, which he
remembers fondly az 30 days
llving In the wilds of Welsh
mountains,' '

With the end of basic
{raining ha was given his own
beat to patrol and two years
later wag transferred to the
vice squad. He look refresher
courses in 1961 and agaln in
1962 befare transferring to the
crime squad.

He emigrated to Coanada ot
' theend of 1964 and early in 1965
.Joined the police force in
Guelph where he was for
almost two years. Then, afler

10 years a2 n policeman, he
decided to try somethlng else.

While he was a cadet, he
attended the English
equlvalent of a Canadian
Communlty college and for

three yenra studied
photography. I tried it as o
jeb," he said,” but 1 couldn't
stand being cooped up.' He
joined the Georgelown pelice
ferce. "I had been out 12
months almest to the day.”
That was November, 1967,

It took him oanly three
mionths to rise to the rank of
second class constable. In 1963
when Georgetown estnblished
a eriminnl investigation
branch ‘1 was it, as a matter
of fact,” he sald.

Later he was joined by
Henry VanderSluys, now
deceased, “God bleas him "
Barratt said. “"Henry did the
identification, I did the ad-
ministration and we both did
invesligations,"

During this lme Barratt
took courses in police science
at Humber College, at Ontario
Pollce College In Alymer and
in-service training sessions in
the Holton force. He also
studied MOl-methoda of In-

alruction.

But in the milx of skllls
necessary to advance, one was
missing so In July, 1975,
Barratt asked to be tran-
slerred to the uniform branch
lo gain command experlence,
For 1B montha, he was a
platcon sergeant "until out of
the blue, I got promoted,” he
said.

As stofl sergeant his job is Lo
make everything runs smooth
for the sergeants who head Lhe
platoons, he sald.
“"Everythlng, Ideally, is
geared to asslt the man on the
road,” he added, stressing
“ideally.”

H2 in turn reports e the staff
inspector, in thls case Ray
Andress who is gne step below
Superintendant Floyd Sch-
wantz. The chaln of command
rises up fo deputy chiel and
chlef and down {o the consfable
on palrel. "'It's likke a big
bucket brigade," Barratt said.

And as a slafl sergeant,
Barratt no longer Investigates
crimes directly. *'Criminsl
investigation s really not my
function,” he said. "We've got
a CIB (Criminal Investigation
Branch) to Investigate crimes.
Where 1I'd get involved is mare
in on advizery capacity
because I've been up through
all the sleps.”

Asked what is the biggest
change he has noled as a
pollceman for 13 years, half of
them in England, Barratt
said: *

“That's an impossible
question, The technological
change alone is stoggering.*

When he started on the beat
in Wolverhampton, policemen
carried o key (o open a
telephone box located on street
corners lo get in touch with the
station. "Now the guys have
radlo."

Alsg, the pollce then carried
notebooks in which they would
¢opy the numbers of aiolen
cars as given (o them by a
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PROMOTION TO S/SERGEANT _
A career policeman reflects on his job

alolen, you hsd to go through
your book tosee il you had Lhe
number, he sald, “Now we
have the CPIC terminal and
you can gel an answer In eight
seconds,”

He saw lhe lelex system of
communicalion lntroduced In
England but discarded In
Canada,

In almost 20 years of police
work, the biggest change has
been the publle, Barratt
belleves. Today, the public is
befter cducated and despite
nostalgic memories of the ¢
on the beat, Barralt believes
the public would not tolerate
the kind of simple rough
justice those cops dispensed.
Nor would y's cop do now
what the old cop on the beat’

. used to do, he sald.

Barratt also believes that
police service "is probably the
last stronghold of con-
servatism.” Thal's because of
the pollceman’s place in
society, he sald. "By the very

Complex
issue

iub_le_c!
for review

Roy Booth wasted no time
tabling  the controversial
munleipal complex lsste

. Tuesday night, but was op-
posed in hls bid to resolve the

dispute by 12 other counciliors

who inslsied that the five new
members be given a chance to
review the maltter,

Coun. Booth was the sole
proponent ef a new bylaw that
would rescind bylaw 7844,
authorizing & 3$9500,000 ex-
pansion to the [lown's
Trofalgar Road headquerters,

The new members of
council, he argued, were all
asked for Lheir opinions an the
maetter prior lo the Dec. 8
election and are all well aware
of the pros and cons involved,

Coun. Milke Armstrong's
assertion  that the new
members should have at lepst
Iwo weeka to study the debate
wns endorsed by Coun. Peter
Marks, newly elected in Ward
]

the new members could learn
more about the {ssue during o
special orientation session of
councH scheduled for Friday
afternoon.

LRI

'Coun. Marks suggested that .

nature of our poaition we must
be the last to change, We'll be
the last people, for example, to
legallze pat.”

_Any policeman in the course
of 19 years gathers a number
of anecdotes but Barratt
refused to mention any,
“Any experiences are efther
personal o me or to the people
involved,” he sald., Although
in camaradie of the squad
room other police may find Lhe
eéxperiences amuaing and
humorous, outside, should the
knowledgo become publlc,
“the people involved may find
them embarasasing.”

Barratt wenl on to say that
“'the blggest hugbear of being
& cop is the fact that the media
seems (o be able to publish
what Is news, and it must.”

8ut what the media forgets
are the persons Involved in an
incident,. the victims. The
story is "a three-doy-wonder
then forgotten but the people
involved hurt for & long Ume."

And like any other person a
policeman has many facels,
Barratt sald, because he has to
deal with a s|tuntion fncade-
almast wncaring,’" Barratt
sald, “hut it's almost the only
way he can cperate.”

In a bad accident or perhaps
a tragle incldent involving a
chlld, “youcan'tgagorery. ..
You just act but others seelng
you see only one facet, just the
palice officer functlon."”

Barratt felt that the public
would be unable to ever really
know o police offlcer “unless

they met under entirely dif- °

ferent clreumstances. Your
private life has to separate
(rom vour public life," he saidg

“If you don't, the result is
diastrous."

Incidenta where a policeman
fs discourteous to the public
often stem from the officer's
Erivnir.: Iife spilllng over into

Is working life, he gaid.

And finally, even though
Barratt didn't want {0 moke
too much of o fuss about the
crowns added to his gsergeant’s
slripes, he was neverthelesy
proud of them.
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PLOWING MATCH
The 1977 plowing muich will
be held in Halton Hills on Oct.
22, the Halton Plowmen's
Assoclation news letter an-
nounces,

All RSP's are not alike.

RSP LOANS.

QUICK

AT CANADA TRUST

Borrowing for a retirement
savings ptan doesn’t have tobe
amessolredtape. Chances are
et a loanior a Canada
rust RSP right on the spot.

! And lhe interest on your RSP
iocan 1staa deductible.

' Canada Trust -

TORONTO CENTRAL - Yonge at Adetnde 362-6161 = Queen at Lansdowne §31.9908 « Bioor a1 Bathyrst 534.9211
S1 Clair at Yonge 523-1521 « Eghnion a1 Bathurst 789-2922 « Eghinton 41 Castieknack £81.4435
" Yonge al Erslone 4814435 « TORONTO NOATH — St. Andrews Pla;g 226-04384 « Fairview M3l 491-0567
TOAONTO EAST — Shoppars’ Worid. The Dantrin 698-2871 « TORONTO WEST — Eghinion ai Winco!t 241-5248
Bloor near Aayal York 231-6514 « Lakeshore af Royal York 259-2351 » Dloor at Mat B4 £21-8320
MIZSESIAUGA — Hwy. 10 south ot § 2770474 « Square One {second ibvel near Waalco) 270-9102
RICHMONO HILL — Hilicrest Mal (wesl side) 884-9169 » 0SHAWA — Simcoe at King 723-5221
OAXVILLE — Lakeshare 3t Tratalgar 845-718) « BRAMPTON/BRAMALEA — 28 Man 451.3165
Bramatea. Cay Centre {near balons, 2nd tioors 457-705%0 « Shoppers’ World 457-3201
GECAGETCWN —Mun at James 877-2266 « MILYOM — Mam at Chatles BTB-2574

ou can

if you already have a RSP,
consider switching to Canada
Trust. Inmost cases switching to
us Is easy. Just say the word.
We'il do the rest.

All RSP's arenot ahke.
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Open Weave Acrylic
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UPHOLSTERY
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$'| 9% 4.

Cotton And Linen Prints s v $998 ,

IDEAL FOR RELC-ROOM FURNITURE ONLY

Clearance of Upholstery Ends

Woere $4.98

339 QUEEN ST. WEST

% mile WEST of Towers, Brampton
across from the Gulf. Station

457-8291
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For Health and Beauly Alds at Low, Low Prices !

SALE ENDS SATURDAY, JANUARY 22nd

Zellers Pnormacles Owned & Oporated by Zellers Drug Stores Lid.

Rubbing
Compound

1€ oz. Bollle

“Zellars”
Children's
Chewab!ls

Vitamins
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Baby
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""

Capsules __
“Zellers” Decongestant
Cold Capsules

12 hour coid ralial,
10 capsulay,
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A ANES Oil Capsules

= 179

Containg 100 cap-
sulps.

“Zellors™
Multlple
Vitamine

Aeg. 1.07
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Vitamin C

o0 09
250

« 100 mg. Plain

1250 - 100
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favourgd
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“Zellers”
Faclal Tissue

Two ply lissuos,
Box of 200
Asegorted
Colours,

“Zellers”
Baby
Powdar

M.74'¢

our own brand
baby powder thal's
hind to tender skin.
14 or. shie.

Hz.u“ﬂfl" |

over
Nall Polish Remore

Bﬂ'-il prand nall poliah
romover wilh pura

ignalin, & of.

[ "
‘i.r..lqi.‘-‘."

""I" L T
& L 'l
i t‘l‘-ll-'l-‘l & ll.‘i..l-ﬁ.‘-l- i-‘-l. ii-h-'-i‘.il ".- -

R

LI |

kAN

5 ¥ g

b v B b ow oW om o,
LT T I R
[TRL T O A T I T R

L 1

LE N NN

NN T
R o A

1#1"—-

" & A
"I*'!il

L NN
LU N
PN AN

L
‘_I'l'- o '-i

EXEN

sl

! &
L S N

F v &

L |
-r"‘*llit
LR T . N

L S
# i ms ®R
i

I
& &

*a b v A -
LEEENE N WY M

e NN Y e =

dy e Wy E ARy "

LR ERE 2 L T

L N B B

-

“Zellers” | ZiETTIU
Absorbent S

For heallh and beauly usgs.
00 .

IN THE GEORGETOWN
MARKET CENTRE

O

WA

-3

R T T A 4 8 R 5 O STy A A e T

Lo MR

.': “:E ':.': ! h‘:":' :'P.i:'l:- .l.t:l. ".:'!:‘I“' B



