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A Christmas

decking
holly,” and in doing

happy chores of Christmas, we are
of the inner
grace that can light our lives,

Let us continue te make mer
add swag of grecnery to our front

often berefl

minds
all the other

spiritual

~to

thought

It 5 ironic that, in the midst of
putting our house in holiday array-in
“the halls with boughs of

door, and wreaths high and beautiful.
But let us also epen our hearts and
to the
Christmas. Let the shadow of these
wanderers grace our homes in every
way, Let us make the Vi *
the kindly Joseph-yes, the donkey-
and their precious cargo welcome
now and always!

true meaning of

in Mother,

The symbolismof Christmas

Christmas is a time [for
familics 1o share he joy of
being together. People living
in another province bouked
flights home as early as Ocl-
ober. Friemls that have been
too busy lo drop over, sudidenly
appear at the front door.

Everyone starls thinking of
the next Christmas on Dec. 26,
Shoppers buy new decuratinns
and Christmas cards on Box-
ing Day, taking advantage of
the sales. Yet, it's funny, very
few old decorations get thrown
out. They hold memorics of
Christmas’s gone by, . The
first Christmas wilth vour new

“husband, the time vou spent at

your in-laws, . . the first and
last time, the first baby's
Chrislmas, . . the second ba-
by's Christmas. . . the third
baby's Christmas. . . These
memories make The present
Christmas happier,

Although things in life cha-
nge steadily, the spirit of Chri-
simas, and the symbols of
Christmas remain the same,

The Christmas slury comes

Arem the Bible {luke 2 and

Matthew 1-2) Luke tells a story

»of shepherds who were walch:

ing their flocks when an angel
appeared to them and told
them a Saviour had been born
in Bethlehem. The shepherds
went to  Hethlchem to see
Joesus, Matthew tells how the
wis¢ men pave Jesus pifls of

Rifts the wise men hrought the
Christ Child. The people in the
Netherlands, believe their gi-
fts come from Saint Nicholas,
it kindly bishop famous for
Biving surprise presenls. One
of the must joyous symbal of
pift-giving is Santa Claus. This
Jolly roly-pely gentleman sets
a mood of happiness and good
cheer at Christmastime,
People today knaw their Che-

istmas spirits by many names.,
I France he {s Pere Noel: in
laly, Las Hefonu; and in
Switzerland, Christkindli.
Whatever, he is called, boys
and girls throughaut the world
recognize him as the kindly
symbul of Christmas.

The Star is used everywhere
as o a - Christmas symbol. It
represents the Star in the Enst
which the wise men followed to
the stable where Christ lay.

Lights al Christmas repre-
sent Christ as the Light of the
World. Many churches hold
candlelipht services on Chris-
limas Fve. .

The cuslem of decarating
homes and churches with ever-
Kreens began in ancient times.
The romans exchanged green
tree branches for poodluck on
the first day of January. The
English took this wver for

Christmas. Although today

gold, frankincense and myrrh,
The custom of exchanging

Rilts began in memory of 1the

mosl people hoave .artificial
Irevs, Inr convenience, or pre-
servativn of Irees, the spirit is
still there,

The poinscltia is one of the
best-selling Christmas pat pla-
nls, and its spectacular ' filo-
ams" are said in Mexico, to
represent the Star of Bethle-
hem. The planl is also said to
hate changes of femperature
Rits and oil fumes and cigar-
etle smoke.

Street carvling is mare pup-
uiar in Europe than Canada.
Uneof the most popular Chris-
tmas carols is () Come All Ye
Faithful” but no one knows
who wrate the original Latin
words, The Hritish are fond of
“God Hest Ye Merry Gentle-
men.'

The first Christmas carol
card was produced in 1843 and
showed o happy family toast-
ing absemt friends. It infur-
ialed the Temperance Move-
ment by duepicting innocent
children ‘in conjunction with

odemon drink. Bul the card-

sending babit caught on and by
the (880 the post office was
impluring people to post early
for Christmas,

Although people complain of
how cummercialized Chrisl-
mas has beeome, how expen-
sive gifts are, the good feeling
that comes at Chrisimas re-
mains. The spirit of Christmas
should last all year.
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A precious tougl;t for you

to have a joyous holiday

BY GERRY LANDSHOROU G

In hunour ol the Christimas season we will
leave the everyday world behind this week

and share this Chrisiinas wish wilh you,

Thosrghts to Share on o Chnstimas Eve

We watch tw softly falling snowlakes drift

Lazily by the window

[Reflectingthe glow of the blue and green and
red and gold of the shimmering Christmas
lights,

Blinking vul the message of the festitivities
for all 1o see.

The air filiering the gentle strains of Silenl
Night and Came all Ye Faithiul from the
midnight church services

Peace through righteousness: Mormons

World-wide peace can be achieved oniy
through rightcousness, Lhe leader of the
world's four million Mormeons said in a

Christmas scason inlerview

President Spencer W. Kimball. who has
been at the helm of The Church of Jesus
Chirist of Latter-day Sainls for the past two
years, said, “Only through good wil) toward
men can there be peace in the heart "

“Since the beginning of the world," he
said, “'the Saviour's program has been that
mankind shauld love one nnother and wark
together in harmony and understanding. A
great peace would be our hope lor the world
during this Christmas scason and throughout

the coming year.™

When asked how peace and good will can
be accomplished in the world,
must continue te feach it, and train the
children as they grow up and cause them to

- realize that there is no peace in immorality or
in unnighteousness, This is not peace. The
aftermalh of unrighteousness is disturhance

and agany.*

“The basic key to peace is righteousness.
which is, af ¢ourse, refated o the matter of
loving your neighbour as yoursell. If onc °
never commils any crimes against his fellow
men, his assocuites, his {riends, then he is
‘®oing to have peace in his heart and thot

peace is going to be mulliplied by the numbaer
of people that possess it until It will have a
slronyg hearing upon the whale country, upon

the nations of the world, and upon eur com-.

he said,

“"Home
he said, "We

tvening
Church, whether in Canada, China, Jupan,
South Americo or Europe, AH over the world
aur people are gathered in their families one
night a week,
themselves and their family.'”

“11 is through living the Gospel of Jeaus
Christ,” President Kimball said. “lhat we
learn to perfect our lives and 1o bring them in
harmany with the life of our Saviour and of
Ged, His Futher.”

President Kimball
lerview saying, My appeal in this Chelstmas
seison and the New Year is for this troubled

mr,
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murities and upon our family units.”
When asked what the Chureh is doing to
help bring aboul
referred specifically 1o o program called
lamily home evening. ““We have estublished
whal we eall a home evening, wherein the
father and the mother and all the children
gather togelher at least one evenlng n week:
they sing, they talk to each other, they
discuss challenges and read the seriptures,™

worldwide peace, he

is universal in the

learning and  improving

concluded his in-
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world to find & rebirth, a renewal, lo turn to
the teachings of the Prince of Peace. Too
nany are turning 1o a new sexual morality

which is nothing but the old mmarality of
Sadom and Goamorrah, There is too much
instances being lorsaken in the pursuit of
pleasure. Blivarce, with all its heartaches and

hinderances, is rising alarmingly

"1 appeal te vich of you, for your own

happiness and inner peace, a5 well os for the
strength of the warld, tn reach for Lhe miracle
of i rebirth of the spirit. T give you my wit-

ness that you will find o fullness of joy this
Chnstenas and always, . | if you will put into
your life the divine message of gur Lord and
Master, Jesus the Christ”

Iishop Perry Spice, the locat leader of

this nrei’s LIS congregalion, suggested that

i would be far our own good to follow the
precepls tought by Jesus Christ,

“We have historical evidence of this,” he

sald, “"When we (meaning the pcople
generally? follow the leachings of this man,
we prasper and become o rich and happy
people. When ever we do nol, history has
shown that we become o degenerate and
unhappy people.” '

fle haped this Christmas Jight would

creale stronger families and stay right
Through 1977.

And all within is quiet and still as the magic
hour of midnight

Slips guielly vpon us,

Christmas again -

Christmas -

Fhe tree aglow of sparkling tinse! and
brightly caloured balls and ribbons.

The gifts thrown in gaily wrapped cloaks of
many colotrs

Spread as a regal robe beneath the splendour
of the tree.

Symbotically » mogic moment
Christmas Eve.

The rush of the past lew weeks aver,

The promise of a day ahead of merriment and
wi'll wishers

The smells and noises and laughter-

Feslivilics ali brought about by a tiny babe
whose message of love and brotherhood

Has cireled the globe and tived on for five
thousand years,

Chrisimas Eve-
As the happy tired of the Lig day crashes
diswn upon us

The joyous noel of Chrisimases everywhere
rushes through the crisp winter white night
air.

In a lighter vein . . .
oy lLost

and
found

A man Iest a valuable doy and
advertised in a newspaper, olfering
$500 for it, but ot no replies. He called
at the newspaper office.

"I wanl to see the advertising
manager,” he said,

“"He's ounl,” said Ihe office buy,

“Well, how abeut his assistant™

“He's out, 1no, sir.”

“Goodnesa! 1s everybody out?"

“Yes, they're all hunting for your
dog." .
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We think of whose Christmases are not os
ours,

We are thankful for the affluence our .

Canadian lifestyle affords us
We think of other lands where guns and civil
wilrs are a4 Christmas reality.

We wrap oursclves in the Juxury of peace.
A peace that always has to be earned that
never comes with apathy.

Wi think of those whose Chrisimas will be
spent at o hospital bedside.

We give thanks for the health that for 364 days
8 year we take for granled.

The eyes that see the Christmas sparkle, the

cars that hear the merriment and happy
Christmas noises,

The arms and legs that are straight and

whole and have given the mobility for the

mad rush of the holiday season,
>0 much to be thankful for,

The health of the little ones who wil] awake to
the Christmas delights.

And of course the heallh of the aged who will
be here for yet another Christmas

And hopefully many more yet to come.

Christmas Eve

Thoughts that tumble through the mind
reflecting our Canadian lifestyle
(Gilimmering in the glow of Christmas magic.
May your Christmas be special as you are
special

To the uniqueness that is you

Tu the uniqueness that is Christmas 1976 for
vou and yours

May all happiness befall you in the coming
yrar :

“And may the joy of Christmas Eve touch your
hearl and soul

Eetting out a special Christmas magic-

To hubble 10 the surfoce af your mind
Unexpectedly, _
Throughout oll the trying days and eves of the
coming year.

Frum my house to yours

May God grant what you need

And may your Christmases always be special
Building precious memories for year upon
yuoitr 1o come,

Queen’s Pork

On The Home Front

Christmas

is here
By SUSAN DE FACENDIS

The Christmas scason is a 'Here and
Now’ moment for children. [t is the agonising
culmination of a four or six week countdown
carefully marked on hand-drawn calenduyrs:
a breathless aniticipation of hoped for gifts
and a respite from the usual school grind.

It is the freedom to indulge inan excess of
cockies and other delights; the welcoming of
visitors, decorating the tree and artistically
arranging the gifis beneathit, making surce of
course that their own are well to the
forelront,

It is a time for learning that giving is as
mitch fun as recelving and elosed bedroom
doors, bearing 'Private - Keep Out' signs,
conceal Lthe wrapping of carefully chosen
surprises for parents, brolhers and sisters -
surprised that are only marginally kepl, |
because of the children's irrepressible desire
to pass on hints and ¢lues,

“T'll give you three guesses,” becomes
again a familiar phrase and: "“Wait 'til you
see It mam, you'll freak right out!" - and
parents go along with the game, warmed by
the knowledged that these gifls come from
the heart and represent hard-saved allowan-
ces; earnings from snow-shovelled drive-
Ways, newspaper routes and hours of bahysit-
ting. What greater gift than an expression of
love such as this, could any parent ask for?

For the adults, Chrisimas is an amalga-
mation of every Christmas they can remem-
ber. It is the sharing of your children's
excitement, because you too can remember
one feeling that same tingle of anticipation. it
is that special warmlh in knewing thal one is
perpetuating family traditions, or creating
new ones, that will live on in (ulitre years
through your own child. It is the birth of
memories for the child, so that in years to
come he will be able (o say: “Do you
remember when. .. 2" Just as yau now say it.

Remembering as I da, the early morning
hours when, as a child, you awoke in the
darkness to check with a tentative streteh of
your hand whether Santa had been.

The joyful discovery once delermined, of
a bulky stocking at the end of your bed that
crackled and rattled most tantalisingly, and
then you were quickly and silently padding
down & darkened hallway to rouse your
brothers and visiling cousins,

. AmMd gigglingand “O0HS" and “AAHS"
we gathéred together to 8it cross-legged on
somiecnes bed to open our stockings. And all
mixed together with the laughter; the candy-
wrappers; the crushed ribbons and many
whispered cries of “SUUSH! You'll wake
Mum and Dad™, was the delightful knowledge
that we were merely on the brink of a whole
beautiful, endless day.

The traditional dinner at Grandmaether's
house, with two varielies of homemade
cream for the Christmas pudding - and the
agony of choice being solved by having a
serving of each. How can one forget the
youngest cousin, who only ever ate one carrol
at dinner for years - and the gifl of a book
from grandmother who, by some mysterious
means, always knew exactly which one you
wanted,

Or does one pick out the individual years?
I am content to occasionally draw on the
memaries and let them sift through my
hands, one running into another, in a happy
btur of time,

Those memories, Inextricably linked to
loved people who are now gone from this life,
can be conjured up at will because of the
shared happiness we brought to each uther.

Somehow, wiien the solemn toast is
proposec at the dinner table, those dearly
remembered people rejoin us for a short
while; smile and nod their heads as though 1o
say: “"See, we have not really left you. While
we continue to live in your thouphts, we
FeTain your companions through life."

Christmas is special,

It is In the delightful smell of a pine tree
and p crackling fire. 1t is the {ragrance of
mincemeat tarts, turkey and ham.

it is there in a mosaic of sounds.
Laughter; church bells; voices rising in
unison to sing the old familiar Christmas
carols; in the belly laught of a plaza Sania
and in salutntions hetween friends.

Christmas can be seen. 1t is on the faces
of littke children when the coloured lights
sparkle against the snow and in the delicate
tracings of {rost upen the windawpanes, Tt is
the brightly wrapped parcels under a tree
and the greeting cards feslooning walls and
doors,

Chrisimas is a feeling. It is the unusual
glow in a brief meeting of eyes between adult
strangers in church om this specinl day, a
rare moment of silent communication passed
across the heads of children that says: |
know you. [ undersiand how vou feel and 1
wish you happiness™,

Christmas 15 indeed an entire package of
beautiful sensations. 1 hope it will be a very
good season for all of vou. May you find three
Rifts containing happiness. contentment and
serenily awalting you under vour tree this
NCAr,

freebies

By STEWART MacL.EOD
(Htawa Burean
(M The Herhld

As I sit here reading the tributes that are
pouring from our political leaders to the
memory of {eal Cacuette, let’s flash hack to
962 when he burst into Parlinment, almost
feared as a Quehee nationalist,

“Flery Quebee nstionalist elected,” said
one newspaper. In those days that's about as
close as we came to the word “'separatist.”

Who would have thought that 14 years
later, Prime Minister Trudeau weould be
paying tribute to the late Mr. Caouette for hls
great contribulion te Canadian unity? 'Keal

Cooucite had nn unshakoble foith in this. -

country that could serve as an example to us
all,” he sald,

Mr, Caoucltle, it should be said, was nover
n scparalist. Bul back in the early 1960's
when the Seclal Credit MP was spreading his
flamboyant oratory across hls beloved
proavince, many of us seemed lo be highly
suspicious of anyone with natlonalist ten-
dencics. And when the spelibinding Casuette
entered Parllament, there was on air of
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alarm in some quarters.

Here was a Quebee nationnlist, free to
speak his mind without being influenced by a
Liberal or Conservative caucus. What would
he say? _ :

The fact thut such fears existed perhaps
i$ an indichnent of our Iwo solitudes. We
nhvicusly knew very little about the man who
wolld later become national leader af the
sucial Credit Party,

QUEHBEC PRHOMOTED

He hod been a highly vocal opponent of
the Canodiun Nationa) Hailways naming its
Montecal hotel the Queen Elizabeth. And he
persistently attacked the ihen OUNH
president Donald Gordor, for not promoting
enough Frencli-speaking execulives, e
talked abaut biltnguatism in the public ser-
vice long before it became o government
project, and it seemed that his enly interest
was in promoting Quebec,

In those days, it seems, that made you
suspect. . .

But it didn’t take lang for the renl Jeal

Caouctle to emerge after he began speaking
frem a national ferum. And few could distike
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whal they say,

If the Social Credit MP, with his burning
beliel in monctary reform, was preoccupied
with the betterment of Quebecers, it was all
advacated within the framework of a Canada
he obvipusly loved. As New Demneratic
Leader Ed Broadbent suys, “he based maost
of his palitical activity on his profound
commitment 1o the continuation of our more
than 1-year history of federalism

And, 1o the surprise of many, it {urned out
thut his epposition to the Queen Elizabelh
Huolel had nothing to do with his views an the
Monarchy,

“Under our gracious Queen,'' Mr,
Loouelte said in (968, "we have freedoms
idl livimy standards that are the envy of the
warld."”

- When the Rouyn, Que., car salesman sald
that, English-Canadians suddenly jistened.
LIKED (It DON

And after al) the terrible things he sald
about Donald Gordon, it was interesting 1o
see the two men meet for the first time jn Lhe
office of Davie Fulten, former justice
minister in the [Mefenbaker government. It
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- CAOUETTE: ‘We're going to miss him’

wis after a parlinmentary party, and a lagge
kroup had been iavited in for a sing-song,

Everyone wandered what would happen
when Mr. Caouette spotied the deeaded Mr
Gordon. Would he walk out?

Not Ekely. Within minules, the two men
had their urms on each other's shoulders
singing ““['ve been working on the railroad.*
and Alouetie.”

That was typical of the former Social
Credit Leader, Those whao saw him anly while
he ranted and raved from a podium, or sent
scarching sarcasms acrosa the {loor of the
Commuons, really missed o grent deal, He way
always much more revealing in his own of-
lice, loughing at himself,

“Of course I look indignant much of the
fime,” he used to say. "I am In opposition
PG we must be indignant about whaet e
povernment 1s doing. That applics _to nny
Kovernment.

“But that’s not the real me. Hell, did you
cver seen an Indignant car salesman who s A
success?

We are all going to miss that successinl
car sitlesman,

Legislature

Iy BHON O EARN
Queen's tork Nureau
A The Hernld

Une of the minor  problems  of  the
povernnwat aver the veurs has been trying (o
frustrate effarls of the NDT* and the old CCF
I work the aystem far pulticity freebies,
~ True there have been more matnentous
maklers .

But Iremy thine to tme some lghter
metenls hnve been provided ns the other
pirc by Bas tried to teip the government with its
vwn dollar sign. =3

MESSIT

One notable such incident was many
years ago when beslic Frost was first in
pawer, '

George Drew when lie tock office in 1943
started a Hansard record of the debates of the
house lor the first time.

And he had the daily recerd printed, in
much the same tHdy format as today.

When Froat came In he quickly put a stop
tv s - 1308 Lo the record but to the printing,

He ordered that the daily report should
not be printed but be mimeogrophed,
meaning, a blg, messy and awkward volume
every day.

He didn’t say so publicly but his reasen
was thal with the old record CCF members
were having large numbers of Lheir speeches
reprinted and mailed out to thelr constifuents
- miinly ol government expense.

Frost’s adventure eame to an abrupt epd,

hiwever 1t was poinled out to him that the
vostof his mimeographed trovesty was much
more than the prinied booklet.

And to him a dollar meant everything -
even more than frustrating the CCF,

. MAQNEXT?

The most recent instance aof party
publiclty pogey concema three NDP mem-
bers who have been publishing an RDP paper
in [tallan (they are listed only as “editorial
catnmitlee members™, but it is assumed they
or ihe party are the owners).

Then (b turned up that Forze Neuve was
gelting government adverlising.

A question was asked in the house, and all
that Industry and Tourism minister Claude
Bennett could do was defend the advertising,
His ministry had placed it.

The paper, he sald, met the standards of
his ministry for medin and therefore had
been put on the [ist.

Stephen Lowis Iater issued o statement
claiming that his members were entirely
innocent, but to aveid any wrong impresslons
they were tesigning from the editorial
committee,

However he thought the advertising
should contlnue. “Clearly””, he sald, “It weuld
be terribly prejudicial if o journal was
disqualified on the grounds of polltical
viewpoint."

Next n publication of the saylngs of
Chalrman Mao - with government ad-
vertising?




