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Trying to set a canoeing record on the
peol in Acton high school during Sports Doy
last '-t’!!d.nt'sdﬂ}" are Grade niner Tommy

Mexican youth's first Christmas
away from home is in Acton

By GEORGE EVASHUK
Herald Stafll Writer
Christmas Eve in Acton for
Alejandro Guerca is going to
be one he'll never forget-—it's
s first away from his home in
Monterrey, Mexico,

Christmas Day too will be
something le remember for
it's different back home, he
said. "Alex' as his mates al
Acton high school have named
him, came ta Acton in October
from Mexico's major in-
dustrial city to study English.

"My famlily celebrates the
night before Christmas,' he
told The Herald. Besides his
parents, he has two sisters and
three brothers and a dog. On
Christmas Eve many “ounts
and uncles come to my house "

They begin celebrating by
gathering around the tree and
praying, Alex said. “Then we
sit down, . . " he paused,
searching for the right English
word, then decided on . . .
chat....drink Coke or beer and
after this we give out the
presents.”

Following the apening of
presents and a roast turkey
dinner, the family goes lo
midnight mass and fellowing
mass, Alex and his next older
brother lost year went to a
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round of parties.

He luughed as hie wondered
what his father would do if he
ound out when the parties
ended, **. . . but bast year it was
al six a.m.™

“I's like . . " he scarched
[er the right English word
again, then decided to stay
with his native Spanish by
choosing “fiesta.” He grinned,
"t's QK"

This  vyear  he')) Le
celebrating his first Canadiun
Christmas--altheugh  with
roast turkey and o trimmed
tree, Christinas in Monterrey
sounds like samething any
Canadian could ensily get used
lo--with John and Marie
Shadbolt and their daughters
Linda and Judy in Acton. In
the rough and fumble verbal
onsiaught that occurs with two
teen-age girls in the house,
Alex is learning to hold his
own.

He needs 1o learn English to
cantinue hls studies in business
administration al the
umiversily in Monlerrey, he
snid. Text books ond some
classes as well are in English
and having a good command of
English can mean having o
better  life, Alex told The
Herald.

Al_!sup, 14, and Bil) Pearn, |5. They recorded 3
minutes and 15 seconds for their fun-filled

juunt. (Herald Photo).

His falher believes the best
wiay te learn English Is by the
immersion melhod, much as
what happened to Alex's
prother Hicardo who studied
English in Boston.

But unlike his brother who
was on a five-month “special
English™ course, Alex said
“I'd like to graduate here. It's
a marvellous custom. To
graduate in both countries is
viry good.”

His brother Ricardo nnd a
friend, Jaime Maontalbo,
recenlly visited Alex at the
Shadbolt's for a few days
before  they  returned (o
Monterrey, and he has fond
memories of the Kme they
spenl together.

As lor snow in Monterrey,
i's seen only en the moun-
taintops. Alex sald, Here, “It's
nice,” he said, "but al first |
didn't like it

And sinee the first snowfall
this season, Alex has enjoyed
"skidooing, " skating and
looking lerward to trying
skiing. In Mexica he plays
halfback on his school's soccer
club.

“Faor me, it's the lirst year
away from home,” Alex said.
OF course, he'll be thinking of

Alejandro Guerco, of Monterrey, Mexico,
who is spending his lirst Christmas away
from home al the Acton home of Mr. and Mrs.

John Shadbelt, trims the tree with a littie help
from Linda and Judy Shadbolt.

Industrial commission

Continved from Page 1

mr. Bennett made such assurances at o
mecting Thursday with Mr. Gray, Mr,
MeDermid said.

Provincial sources suggest a regional
industry commission would preferred rather
than a series of local community commiss-
ions which could result in fierce inter-com-

munily compelition,

“If you {Halton) do not go cut and sell
your community,” Mr. McDermid said, . . .
you ore golng to lose out by default.”

He sald several communitles throughout
the province have “very a ive guys'
promoting Indusiry within their communi-
Lles,

An Industrial commission could be form-
ed either as a committee of councit with o
full-time commisaloner or as a regional
committee wlth local community commis-
slons as on adjunct,

Mr. McDermid said asslstance could be
given to Halton for any needed amendment to

Bill 151, the act creating Halton Region, if it
does not provide for this service. Hegional

. council would first have lo make a stalement

of definition.

Ottawa-Carlelon Region has anindustrial
beard composed of private businessmen and
members of council. H is funded baoth by
private und council funds. Sudbury has been
given provision for this service in its enabling
fegislation, Mre, MceDecmid said,

Halten Hills Coun. Roy Booth elected 1o
regional couneil this month, soid his platform
was based on the need for industrial develop-
ment of Halton and the need to maintain and
(ind replacement employment apportunitles,

He snid, however, that conversatinng
with regional officials indicaie thatl debaie on
an industrial commlssion is not expecied
before late February or March.

Burtingion has been seeking ¢reaiion of
an indosirial commisslon for the past year, A
spokeaman for the c¢ity Chamber of Com-
mercesatd severnl briels have been prepared
and presented 1o regional council and the
bedy will be making a Jeint presentation with
ils sisler organizations in Halton in the new

Year.

his family on Christmas day,
he said, “but, for example, in

my country it's the 24th. 'l
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Fun, gala dance at sports night

Aclun high school's second
anmaal sports night Wednes-
diey saw foen-filled athletie ant-
ics wind up with a gala dance.

Hoth spectators and partlel-
pants enjoyed the events in the
poul: canov obstacle race, in-
ner tube relny, water jousting
and water baseball,

The boys dressed up like
pgrandmethers for the old Jad-
1es race in the gym while the
pirls donned oversized sweat-
shirts and shin pads for the
hockey race.

Olher activities included a
sKi ruce, "boxing Windlolded,
walking race, still rice, floor
hockey, and the (radilional
feg-of-war.

Group sports included 2 vol-
leyball matches between Act-
on students and M.Z. Bennett
public schoal pupils and a
baskethall game between pre-
sent Aclon high schoolers and
graduntes,

(uieler games were happen-
ing in the cafeterio, Alled with

remember them on the 24th,

Maybe I'Hl call them on the
24th."

ame, all ye
¥ faithiul...

fLet ug adore Wim,
Lhrist the Lord!

EXCHANGE
HOUSE

Wishing you a
star-bright, love-warm
holiday season. We hope
that you will continue to
honor us with your patronage.

BARBER'S
JEWELLERY

chess, euchre, checker, darts, scoteh and shuffichoard play-
barnyard golf, ping pong, hop ers,

As we approach the holiday scason,
we are thankful for your patronage. You
have made the year bright for us. We
hope to see you in the future. We are

here to serve,

FROM ALL THE STAFF AT
LANGCRAFT

"The best in Craft & Hobby Supplies”

4] Main St S. Georgetown
8778316

Open every weekday
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Let Kentner’s Cater To
Your Pre-New Year’s Cocktail

Hour Or Your New Year’s
House Party
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PLUS PREP. CHARGES

HIGHEST TRADE-IN
ALLOWANCE

The money you
o save at Box . . .

Thr.; Fantastic
Vv.W. Rabbur

BAI MQTDRS where alter sales service |3 taps

BAZ MOTORS LTD.

VOLKSWAGEN — PORSCHE - AUDI = HONDA
Sates and Service

will b your ownl

199 Gueiph 5t Georgelown ~ 877 5288 or 876 1811 ~

We're taking this ﬂppﬂftunity to extend
our best Christmas wishes to all of you.

From Management And Staff Of

IN THE GEORGETOWN
MARKET CENTRE




