STUDENT URBAN GEOGRAPHY STUDY

- Downtown pedesirla maII suggested

Feur Georgetown and
District high school students
have proposed o plan to trans.
form downtown Georgetown
into a pedestrian mell bor.
dering a large park.

Ralph Fletcher, president of
the Downtown Businessmen's
Association asked the students
to come up with some ideas to
improve the downtown core.

Connle Breen, Doug Lowe,
Cathy Ward and Doug
Deupagne lnst week handed in
their plan to teacher Murray
Kittmer,

Main Street from Park
Street to James Strect and Mil)
Streel from Maorket Street (o
Water Street would be sealed
lo motor traffic, creating a
crossshaped pedestrian mall,
under

student plan.
In the area bounded by Main

Street and Silver Creek, Maple
Avenue and Paork Strect, a
park “would further enhance

the attracliveness of the
towntown arcaz dn tum an
unused, unglamorous picce of
land into something to be
proud of,” says the report.

Afler receiving the assign-
ment and with some super-
vision by Mr. Kiltmer and
fellow teacher Stan Hall, the
four began by planning thelr
solution.

A detalled map of downtown
was drawn, and a survey made
of customers and merchants
both downtown gqnd In
shopping plazas.

"Cathy and I looked after
quesiioning the people on the
strect,” Doug Lowe told The
Herald. ""Connie and the other
Doug concentrated on the mer-
chants.” With library research
and a study of other towns, the
Broup brought together all
their Jinformation, ialked it
over then wrole their report,
Lowe anid,

The downtown core's
problem, one shared by many
other downtowns, is that trade
has moved to m:nrh;,r shopping
centres, says the report.
Coniributing to the problem is
that downtown buildings are
deteriorating, streets are often
dirty and not wide ecnough,
advertising by the merchants
is Insufficlent and many
townsfolk are not interested
cnough in revitalizing the core.

The shopping malls, on the
other hand, attract shoppers
becouse they are closer to
population clusters, have more-
stores than the downtown
("'selling basically the same
stuff’'), better parking lacil-
itics and are scaled off from
bad weather.

Inarriving at their proposal,
the students discovered that
olher downtowns rehabilitated
themselves by making the core

DOUG DOUPAGNE, CONNIE BREEN,
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“'something to be proud of.”

Georgetown's core is still at
the stage of organizing a
commiliee to plan o “'general
modernizing of communities;
brighter eolors, better parking
better 1Ighilng (and re-con-

siruction.')
But the downtown

unigueness a» ‘‘very Im-

portant” factor the students
soid, is its friendly
almosphere, slow pace, old
buildings, past history and
fewer parking hazards,

*"When asked though,” the
report states, "“lhe people
found it very difficult to think
of ways in which our downtown
i$ uniguc as compared with
plazas."

The studenls did not ignore
parking downtown. Their
report suggests the parking lot
near the Mill Strect police
station could be enlarged along
with the arca behind the Union

Gas Building at Main Sireel
and  Weslevan Street.
Sufficient parking also exists
behind Fletchers Shoe Slore
and Goodlet’s hardware.

Among the general suggest.
lons the students provided was
that a full economile and
marke! study including o
detatled examination of down-
town problems by speclalisis
such as “engineers, archilects,
realtors and ulilities people,
plus cltizens,” be done aleng
with maximum pulicity,

The report eapecially noted
that a guestionnaire be pui in
local papers for people to fill In
and relurn with their ideas ond
thoughts.

Among specilic suggestions
they provided were: That a
major grocery store locale
downlown along with a theatre
and “restaurants aside from
Chinese {oods; the shops down-

town ought to have uniform
business hours and the upper
storeys need sprucing up.”
""No need to tear down old
bulldinga, just to give them a

bit of class modernize,
something we can be proud
ef,” the report sintes,

The report concludes:

“The future of our com-
munities will be what we make
them. If we show no concemn
over lheir present or future
development, they will be

mediocre, perhaps ugly and
congestied places, If we toke an
aclive part in building up the
community, if we share in the
work of planning the present
and future of pur communitles,
they can be attractive and
orderly places. Not until we
take on cetlve part in shaping
the {future, will our towns
really become ‘Communities
for biving'."
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LIP provides

$14,960
for clean-up

Halton Hills has received approval for o
LIP granl of $14,960 for the repair of
community centres.

' Clean-up of Norval Hall, Hornby Hall,
Georgetown Fairgrounds club house, Acton
area block house, filtration and building
plant, and Cedarvale Community Centre, will
begin Jan. 31.

Lise Long, spokesman for Dr. ank
Philbrook, Halton MP, said the project will
create four jobs for 88 weeks. Anticipaled
date of repair completion is July 20,

Other Halton grants, tolalling $75,000, go
to the Claycrafters Retail Store, Oakville.
$13,770; Adaptive Clothing for Seniors,
Oakville, $10,200; Social Oakville Scrvice,
$12,580; Pre-school Expericnce Centre, Oak-
ville, $23,490.

Mrs. Long ﬂxplammﬂ last year Halton
received $100,000 in granis because the
unemployment rate was higher last year.
$75,000 {5 the minimum allocation for LIP
granis for federal ridings.

Landfill o
timebomb,

Johnson says

Environmentaiist William Johnsen says
landfilling is nothing more than a *“Hme
vomb’ and at testing of the Credit River and
local tandfill sites i3 an indication of the
problems that can resull, :

Ontario ministries of environment and
notural resources are conducting tests tn the
area following disclosure that plastic bags
conlaining traces of Mirex, a chemical of the
DDT family were dispesed nl the former
Georgetown landfill site.

“This conclusively proves that people
such as mysell and Pollutien Probe of
Georgetown were right in opposing so-called
sanitary landfilling,” Mr. Johnson staled.

"We've been trying to tell people about
this for years."

Nevertheless, he sald, communities
everywhere are locking for landfill sites that
will serve their areas for 20-year periods. e
called the practlice of long-term landfilling
“Insanity’’ in view of the “insidicus chemi-
cals" that are being discovered.

“The only solution to date, until we have
reclamation plants, is to establish garbage
dumps for five-year periods.” Mr, Johnson
suggested. **“That s ample time o get on with
the (development of reclamation plants,
where garbage can be cut back ot the source,
and will allow for mare eflective policing of
the dumps."’

Mr, Johnson contended that short-term
landfilling should be a matter of government
legislatlon, so that the sites would have to be
kept in “immaculate’ conditlon, or else those
in charge would have to answer to the
province,

Since s0)id waste has been shown to be an
ideal source of fuel, he said, its deploymoent
should be cnnlruﬂed by the ministry ol
natural resources, rather than the MOE.
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Eugene Whelan federal agriculture
minister speaks to Chamber of Com-
merce Page 14

Flera MacDonald, the only woman lo
contest the leadership of the federnl
Progressive Conscrvatlve Party ad-
dresses a local group Page 8

Wards 3 and 4 trusiee candidate
addresses seniors ot Stewarttown Halk

Fage 2

Ducks nt Acton to be fed this winter?
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THURSDAY IS REMEMBRANCE DAY

The statue in Georgetown's Rememb-
rance Park, decorated with wreaths in
memory of disirict secvicemen killed in

action. The vigil was stood by four members
of The Lormne Scots Regiment (PDEH) daring
Sunday’'s Remembranee Day service,

Domtar committee

formedby workers

A four-man committee hos
been forimed to save jobs of
Dointar workers,

William Johnson, a station-
‘ary cngineer at the plant, was
appointed chairman Wednes-
day to seck the company's
reconsideration of ils announc.
ed closing of the Georgetown
paper coating operalion.

Dumtar Fine Papers will
close Ihe local plant, Feb. 25,
1977 forcing 176 employeces oul
of jobs.

The committee, Mr, Johngon
soid, is also secking alterna-
tives should the company re-
main adament in its decision,
"We are secking o longer
phasing oul period,” he said,
“io allow workers more time
1o find employment.*

As well, the committee hop-
cs lo complete a fact-finding
investigation te determine
whether the closing is justilied
and to delermine whether the
company has received any
federal or provinclal grants {or
iLs local operation,

The commillee consiats of:
Mr. Johnson; Bill Collier, Ieg
Benoil, and Bill Cumpsiy,

Mr. Johnson said the com-
miltee will augment Lhe pro-
posed company relocatlon and

employment commiltee which

began functioning Tuesday,
according to plant manager
Jack Crichion.

lie =said the committee is
concerned thut oll employecs
are not denled their ‘legal
rights. The committee is pre-
pared i offer Information and
legal assistance.

Scvernl local unions are re-

presenied ‘on an advisery bo-
ard which in¢iudes the United
Steelworkers of America, he
sa¥s in a prepared statement.

Another area which has not
been fully explained, Mr. John-
sn said is the early relirement
of many employees.
son  satd f§s  the
retirement of
ployets.

“Uniil the cempany comes
up with something specific, no
one seems to know what's
happening,”™ he said.

Mr. Johnson is concermed
about the use of about $5
miltion 1hkis fipures) which s
hased on one cent per man per
hour of production, and is
designed to provide assistance
in Siluations such ns plant
clusings.

He believes the company,
which iotally funded the %5
milllon fund, has every right to
retain jis funds, bui, Mr, John-
son expressed concern that the
company may sell the funds
hack.

A meeting Inst week between

lown councll and officlals of
Domtar discussed “every

alternale course of action that
might he taken to" maintain
operation at the plant, but
company elficials emphasijzed
the aetion ''was regrellable
and unalterable at this time,"
council said in a prepared
statcment.

According o Ward 1 Coun.
Les Duby meeting establlshed
that nothing can be done Lo
tleter the company's decision,

Halton-Burlington (Liberal}
MPP Julian Reed and Pro-

carly
many cm-

gressive Conservalive cangid-

ale Geerge Gray joined coun-

cillors Duby, Pat McKenzie,
Joe Hurst, Harry Levy, Russ
Miller, George Maltby, Hoy
Hootlt and Ern Hyde st the
meeting with company offic-
ials.

Mr. Iteed bas met with both
Claude Bennett, minister of
industry and tourism, and Bet-
te Stephenson, minister of lab-
or, with regard to the Domtar
Situalion. At Mr., Johnson's
request, Ontarie oppositon
leader Stephen Lewis has
agreed to question the need fer
the closure from the floor of
the legislajure.

Coun. Duby explained that

" Domtar execulives firmly just-

tied the need far the closure at
Thursday's mecling n3 o mat-
ler of lariff pressures and
slrong competition resulling
from technological advances
among olther paper moanufact-
urers, The decision, they con-
firmed, i3 irreversibie.

“"Council has no Jjustified
role, to take but to express its
concern and to lel the company
know that this will have ceri-
nin repercussions within the
town,” Coun. Duby said.

“It was o genernl require-
ment that we hear their expl-
anation, a matter of becoming
well-Informed, but we were
assured that the management
is doing everything possible Lo
case the concerns und effects
on the emplaoyees.™

Coun. Russ Mijller a Domlar
employec since 1949, has an.

futl-time politlcian
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Arena rates confirmed,
Acton groups rebuffed

A [lourth revison to the ice rental rate
schedule by recreation director Glen Gray
was aocepted by general administration
commitice (GAC) Monday despite appeals
f?r;auer rates by Lhe Acton Sabres hockey
clu

Priar o the two-hour debate Coun, Rie
Morrow made a motion 1o pass the four
changes, described by Norm Elliot, spokes-
rn.m fur Aclon ice-using associations as

“"unsatisfactory" because the jJunlor and
intermediate hockey clubs will pay $30 an
bour for regular gomes and practices and $40
an hour for playolfs as recenlly passed by
council. This is 2 204 per cent increase over
the 6040 split effective in 1975-76.

Elliot, on behail of the Acton Sabres,
fought for the leam to be reclassified as o
local adult group, subject {o lower rates
propased in 1974 {or the 1976-77 ice season.

The other change, to offset last year's
high operating deficit, is recotegorizing the

Reed at bat
for Domtar
workers

TORONTO—Onlario Labor Minister Dr.
Belle Stephenson has given assurance that
departments of her ministry will endeavour
to bhelp Domlar Fine Papers employees
through the |ob dilemna they are facing in the
upcomning closing of the Georgetown plant.

Through questions posed by Halton-Burl-
Ington Liberal MPP Jullan Reed, Mrs.
Stephenson said the ministry's emplnymﬂnl
adjustment service will work behalf of and
with the employees to help in finding
cmpleyment for them,

Mr. Heed had asked that the Domtar
employces get the "best possible shake'' in
terms eof severance, retraining, and job
apportunities available to them.

Mrs, Stephenson sald the ministry assists |

the company, the employees and the employ-
€rs in the development of an agreement with
Canada Manpower In a consultive rale

discussing with cach employes, employment -

polentional of that person and Lries to ossist
in actually putiing that employee in touch
with a job which might be available to him.

She soid there ts o commilice established
under a chiurman from Canada Manpower, o
provinclali ministry of tabor official and
members of the employees group with seme
membership by the employer. The commit-
lee works on behall of the employees lo
ensurc there will be some provision to find
other employment for (hem.

"It would probably be highly unllfu:ul}r
these men, who are in a highly-skilled
operation, would undertake to move meaning
a good many of them will be candidates for
relru!ning*" ‘Mr. Heed said,

WORKER
MANAGEMENT

CONCEPT

Save Domtor Committee members are
recking any answer to allow continued
aperation of the Georgetown paper coating
plant including the possibility of a worker
board of monagement.

Chatrman Bl Johnson sald Monday
investigntions will include the gathering of as
much information and material as possible
frem two known similar operations: a steel
mill in Sydney, N.S. and a logging operation
in Nerthern Quebee,

He said it may be possible (o start
operation  under (ederal-provincial grant

support.

Acton hockey school as a minor sports group
because jce rental rates fer a non-profit
organization are lowor.

Coun. Hoy Booth supported Coun. Mor-
row’'s motion to adopt the changes outlined by
Mr. Gray; Coun. George Maltby arrived late
so0 was unable to vole: commitliee chairman
Les Duby veiced his opposition.

"Does the directar of recreation set the
pelicies and the elected representatives carry
them out?" asked executive member of the
Actin Sabres Lou Bommetle,

Coun, Morrow explained the rates were
“fair” and “objective’ because they are
“bascd entirely on research en competitive
ice rales and long range cost projections."

He encouraged the atlitude that Halton
Hills is a town, instead of the *'parochial”
viewpoint that Georgetown and Aclon are
separale entities,

“legional government In Its colassa)
effort toequalize everything haos madea lot of
thingsunfair,” sald Mr. Elliot, ""communities
are different and community prioritics are
dilferent.”

Because the population of Georgetawn
cnables Gordon Alcott arena te draw crowds
three or four times larger than Acton area,
Mr. Elliol feels the ice rates should not be the
ST,

Another inequity, he felt, was the fact
that revenues from six months of operation of
Acton Arcna must support is upkeep all ycar
whereas Gordon Alcott arena is utilized for
potential prolits winter and summer.

""Many differentials were not taken into
consideration,"” said Mr. Duby,

He cxpressed concern that the Acton
Sabres, experiencing a large financial deficit
and Aclon figure skaling associotions with
low membership, might have to fold up as did
the Aclon ilntermediate) Swords.

He also felt the controversial ice rental
rate issue was the responsibility of council,
which prompted Coun. MorTow’s comment,
“You're off your rocker.” Coun. Morrow said
this item should be dealt with al commiltlee
where there is more time for discussion.

Mr. Elliot, maintained ice rental rotes
should be geared to inflation, family wages
being limited to an 8 per cent increase this
year and proposed 6 per cent next year, The
jump from 44 per cent to 204 per cent was
termed “exceasive’ and a possible deterrant
lo registration in hockey and figure skating
clubs.

"“There would be a human cry if the hydro
commission said they had to catch up 204 per
cent,” pointed out Mr. Elliot.

Coun. Maltby explained the recreation
department had to increase rales to help
offset their own deficit although revenues
from ice rental would not cover all costs of
arena operation.

Past member of the Acton parks and
recreation committee, Mr. Bommetie said
since regionalization three years ago wages
for Acton arcna staff have increased from
$24,000 (o 361,000,

Justifying this, Coun. Booth said Lhe
Town of Halton Hills had to “'bring up the
wages at Acion arena to maich Georgetown.”

The stalemated problem thal both the
recreation department and Acton Sabires face
economic dilemmas could be alleviated by
Coun, Maltby's suggestion,

"I 1 could find some way, through taxes,
to alleviate the financinl problems of hm:ke;,r
teams, I'd do it, but that wouldn't be falr to
the taxpayers who do not use the factlity,™
said Coun, Maltby, "the recrcation depart.
ment has o fiscal responsibllity to 31,000
people. . . 50, you're damned if you do 1t and
damned if you don't."

Pagers needed, ambulance for sale

Georgetown Volunteer Ambulance Ser-

- vice wili receive any munies from the sale of

a now-redundant ambulince tn go toward the

purchase of paging devices for members of
the erganization.

Finance committee made the commit-
ment Monday alter it was explained the 1967
Cadillac ambulance orgintally purchased by
lhe Tormer Town of Gewvgetown dees nol
meet present ministry of health ambulance
slandards, Hesale value of the vehicle is
belween $500 and $800.

UVAS secretary John Lightowter told the

commitice the ambulance i5 sitling on “iee™

following a ministry inspection three weeks
ngo,

The ambulance service wishes to update
its paging devices from the present toning
theviees, used on “the fire department fre-
quency, to o designated frequency which
wiuld carry 1one and volce. Cost of providing
the tquipment to cover the entire GVAS
membership is about $20,000,

Provincial subsidy for the service does
not cover capital items, Mr, Lightowler aaid.
He did not get a commitment from the
commitiee for extra funds in 1977 Lo cover Lhe
purchase. He satd the minisiry only provides
funds to repair paging devices,

A recenlly discussed proposal to have the
Cadillne ambulance provide service in Acton
has been “washed out™ following the minis-
try's inspection.

Wintario grants boosted
. by $15,000Lions pledge

A donation of $15000 {rom the
Georgetown Lions Club to to the Wintario
prants commitlee Wednesday hiked the
amount ratsed by communily groups for
repair of Georgetown Memaorlal Arenn up to
$28,B00 snid lewn (reasurer Ray King.

The Lions have contributed o total of
§16,600; Georgelown Chomber of Commerce,
$1.500:0 Hotarv Club. 2£3.500: Elks $3.000:
Jaycees, $1,000; Hotary-Annes, $300;
LAgion, #a i,

The Optimlsta Club offered what WGC
::huirmun Ernle Sykes described as a

"unique pledge”: They wlll donate $10 to the
WGC for cach person who gives o pint of
blood at the Georgetown Hed Cross elinic In
December,

""The response by organizations has been
extremely good,” said Mr, King, who added
the commitlee is waiting for replies from
uther communily groups.

Anlicipated tolal donations from local
arganizalions said Mr. King (s $50,458, but the
overall objective is $58,000 to olfset the $8,750

expecled lrom the town.

Approval has been given for a $£50,000
Community Centres Grant fro m the province
ond offlicial word that the $92,292 request
from Wintario has been accepled 15 expected
shortly, said Mr. King.

Approximalely two-thirds of the
estimaoted  $201,500 nccessary for aorena
rennovations will be government granta; the
remainder must be roised locaily.

Nominations
close Monday

Last minule candidates for area and
regienal councils and for public and separate
school boards should make their decisions
quickly.

Nominations close Monday at 5 p.m

Nomination papers sre available from
the municipal offices and must have the
slgnature of 10 electors for validity,




