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Acton merchants seek support for improvements

Acton merchants agroed to ask council to

designale the downtown core as o business
(BIA) following a-

Improvement area
presentation by a minlstry of industry and
tourism official on beautiflcation of retail
streets Tuesday.

Bob Pollock was involved |n the origlnal
BIA, as o merchant on Bloor Street West in
Toronto in 1969, following legialation of the
plan with Bill 381,

Each store owner or professional
businessman localed in the BIA zone pays
additional taxes lo the municipality.

Moncy |s tranferred to the merchants’
board of management on request, and spent
on promoting the downtown area, One third of

% the businessmen involved have the power to
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veto the B1A project.

In a alide presentation, Mr. Pollock
Hlustarted the success of BIA through
“before and after'' pictures of participaling
retal] arens. Examples Included Yorkville In
Toronto, Sparks Street in Ottawa and the
downtowns of smaller centres in Ontario.

Streets with cracked sldewalks, con-
jestod traffic, few pedestrians ond no
aesthetic appenl were improved with the
additicn of flower planters, decorative street
lights, benchea, new signs and trees, Olher
ideas included cleaning up and painting
alleys connecting the maln street with
parking lata, elimlnating on-street parking
and lnying attractive sidewalks of in-
terlocking brick or multl-coloured stone.
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implementation of BIA actlvities used by
other community merchants will be {feasible
in Acton pending approval by town council
and the Ontarlo Munlcipal Board.

A commitiee headed by Henry Stachyra

will make a presentation lo councll.

requesting endorsement of the BIA plan on
Oct. 18,

Buslnessmen in the designated BIA zone
epposed to the project have 60 days to an-
nounce thelr opposition to councll prior lo the
final reading of the BIA bylaw.

If two thirds of Acton merchints and
professionals are in favor of the BIA plan, o
board of management including one coun-
cllor will be elected to co-ordinste BIA
beautification and promotion projecis.
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Mr. Pollock poinled out that when the
appearance of the downtown core Improves,
so does business,

A former merchant of Bloor West Village
he sald a nelghbouring jewellery ntore owner
there claimed his business increased 100 per
cent over a six year period after the ex-
tablishment of BIA. Others cnjoyed com-
parable success,

There were 265 merchants ln Bloor West
Village, and each contributed $2.65 weekly

~ which compounded to $47,000 annuaily for the

BIA prolect, said Mr. Pollock.

He added that physical improvementa
made (he Bloor West Village attract
customers who were shopping at Cedarvale
Mail, cight miles away, back 1o thelr storea,

A developer also became Interesled in
Bloor West Villnge and bullt a shopping
complex on the site where o {lre-guited
bullding stood adjacent to a closed gas
station.

Mr. Pollock stressed the BIA has worked
in Bloor West Village and other areas only
bechuse of co-operation by the municipality
wlth the merchants and the merchanta with
themselves.

He showed one elide of a downtown
business area, aeathetlcally appenling with
freshiy-palnted store [ronots, and greenery,
msrred by a building destroyed by fire. Thia

eyesore was gwned by an absentes landlord -

who refused tounlte with the local merchants

to moke the BIA plan work.

Mr. Policck alto emphasized unity in
advertizing, using downtown Ozhawn AS an
example. There the shopping-centre lLie
slogan *‘Oshawa Squore - where the mer-
chants care" appears on badges worn by all
downtown employces and plnstic bags used
by all downtown slores.

Another idea, staging a downtown car-
nival to attract shop , originated [n

Caoburg, Ontario, as a collective promotlon to
beneflt all retailers.

Additional story on page 3
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Protest will succeed,
labor spokesman says

Brampten and District
Labaor Council (BLDC) spokes-
man says the Oct. 14 Day of
Frolest will be a successiul
“*historic" achievement as
more thar one million Cana-
dians leave their jobs to pro-
test anti-inflation controls,
Val Bjamason, spokeaman for
the BDLC says the figure on
the number of works support-
ing the prolest is “the best
estimates’’ available. .

Gallup Pells show Trudeau's
suppart down to 29 percent,”
he said. **Foar his double-cross
in bringing in contrels and for
his lpading the blame and
burden on wage-earners
il should be zero percent,”™

Standard Products, of

Geargetown, as well as
American  Motors and
Narthern Telecom in
Brampton will be shut-down by
the voluntary walkouts, Mr.
Bjarnason says.

Other walkoutls will occur at
Canadian Admiral Bundy
David Archer, presidemt
Casting, Tung Sol Wagner,
Shelley Globe, Stearns and
Foster, Benson and Hedges
and by Brampton outside civic
workers.

David Archer, president
of the 800,000 member Ontario
Federation of Labor and vice-
president of the Canadian
Labor congress will e among
the many speakers attending a
rally at Chinguacousy Park,

Brampton Oct 14.

her speakers will include
Keith Robins, vice-president of
district 10, Ontario Secondary
school Teacher's Federalion
and Frank Fairchild, nssistant
io Dennis MceDermott, cana-

dian director af the UAW.
Public is invited to sttend

the rally which will feature
entertainment in addition 1o
the speakers from 9:30 a.m. 1o
the noon rally.

Latler the BLDC and district
10 O85TF will co-sponsor a
public meeting at the Hrama-
lea Lions Community Hall on
Avondale Boulevard.

An as yel unomed prominent
political party spokesman will
also attend the rally,

Booth seeks regional council seat,
as three candidates vie for election

Town Coun. Roy Bonoth has
announced his intention Lo run
for election in Ward 3 as a
regional councillor,

Mr. Booth seérved as area
councillor for Ward 3 for the
past three years and as a
councillot in Ward 1 with the

former Georgetown council pr-
ior to regional government.

During his term on council
he was vice-chariman of the
legislative committiee, served
on the select commitiee to
form Halton Region, He has
also served as chairman of the

Sykes to run

Ernie Sykes an-
Tuesday he will seek
- re~election in Ward 3 o3 reg-

jonal councillor.

‘The announcement came
shorlly after Roy Booth an-
nounced his intentlon to seek
the seat. Another candidate
"Tut'® Harrison plso seeks
election In the ward.

"~ Mr. Sykes has served on
georgelown and Halton Hills
councils since 1970. He has also
served on Halton Counly
council for one year.

He said he sces a need for o

Real estate

Coun.

continued local voice in
regional government to follow
those prolects he has been
invalved in as a member of the
regional public works com-
mittee. These include: ex-
pansion of both Acten and
Gerorgelown water poliution
control plants, Norval waler
servieing and the selectionof a
waste disposal site.

Mr. Sykes said effective
communication must e
maintained between locai
council and the regien.

broker

seeks Ward 2 seat

Stephan Saxe, a real esiole
broker and appraiser, has
announced his intenlion to seek
the Ward 2 reglongl councl!
seat.

Mr. Saxe, 31, 1s married with
two children and llves on the
Maple Avenue extension wesl
of Georgetown.

Although he has no previgus
councll experience, Mr, Saxe
has been & director of the
Brampton and district real
estate board and ls a charter
member of the Credit Valley
chapter of the Appralsal In-
stitute of Canada.

He sees “effectlve com-
munication between the nrea
municipality and the reglon

and the region oand the
province as an eleclion lsaue.

Mr. Saxe explained thal
many electors seem confused
over the role of separatle levels
of government because of an
vowed intention of government
to decntrolize while tnany
locnl services such as walter
and scwer have been taken
over by the reglon.

Hunning i{n the former
Esquesing Township, Mr. Saxe
also expressed concern over
lang-range deficit spending
because of the unknown im-
pact of some propoaals cen-
talned In
government’s
taxation.

properly

the provinclal.

general administration com-
miltce,

He is o councll representa-
tive on the Georgetown a
district Memorial Hospital bo-
ard, sits on the Georgetown
Chamber of Commerece and Is
o director of the Highland
Games Commitice.

Mr. Booth s "mos! con-
cerned” with the formation of
official plans for bath Halton
Hills and Haolton Hegion, local
town planning, revilalization
ol the down town core and
“recreation {(with a caopital
1"

Not originally in f(avor of

regionnl government, Mr. Bo-
oth believes il is here to stay
and it's up to us to make il

- work."

“There are only four council-
lors and the mayor from Hal-
ton Hills, the weight of num-
bers s in Burlington, so il's up
lo the people to send council-
lors who will moke thermnselves
heard and who are conversant
with planning and legisiative
needs of North Halton.”

He is “very much" opposed
to the "million dollar munici-
pal employee's complex™ and
will contlinue to cppose it, he
says, until it's proven ihat
housing all department heads
in one building will:be a bene-
{it to the town; the cost can be
juatified by increased effici-
ency and possiblc reduction of
stafl- that there will be no
increase in staff which usually
accompanies apy move by
executives into lavish more
apacious gquarters; that the
cost will not seriously alter the
existing “‘precarious’ tax str-
ucture, :

Mr. Booth resldes with his
family in Ward 3 and operates
a famtly business In two retall
stores in the ward,

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

subel Watsan beams with pride as Aclon
Chamber of Commerce President . Louis
Charlebuns presents her to 122 dinner guesty

a3 the communily's 1976 Citizen of the Year.
For more details of the honor bestowed on
Mrs. Watson see Page 3.

Red Cross sets $15,000 goal
for 1977 residential canvass

The Georgetown and
[¥strict Broanch of © the
Canadian Hed Cross Seceity
has set ils 1977 campaign goal
al $15,000. '

The residentinl canvoss,
scheduled - to start March 6,
1977, will lake place In
Georgelown, Acton  and
Esquesing. ;

“industry, businesses and
professional businesses are
seriously nsked to budget for
their 1977 donation to the Red
CHoss," a branch spokeman
soid.

Compalgn organizers also
urge residents to give
generously in this arcea since
there is no United Way cam-
paign in the area.

The goal was set at n
meeting of the Compalgn for
Funds commilltee held inst
week at the Geergetown oand
District Memorial Hospital.

Local Hed Cross officials
rejicased the [ollowing
statement after the meeting:

“The importance was
ngain made clear to all at the
two meetings, which have been
held recently with the Oakville
United Way, that those
Georgelown residents, who
waork in the city, should
seriously consider giving
lowards (he various services
and charities in Georgelawn.

“Monles given to Toronlo
and other United Ways,
usually by means of payroll
deductions do not, with one or
lwo exceptions, come back lo
the agencics In Georgetown,
that are struggling to provide
adequote services in this
locallty. This would be rec-
tified 25 and when Halton Hi)ls
gocs to a United Way, but not
until then.

"Resldents first priority

should be giving where they
are recelving the servies, and
a stmple explanation, staling
where they live and that the
United Way does nol cover
their aren (s all that s
necessary.”

Halton Region last week took
a step further tloward
declaring Site F as a {uture
long-term waste disposal slte.

Regional council made the
move as it deleled Site A, the
present and former Burlington
landfill site, from active
consideratien ns an aller-
native.

Council also reversed ils
Intention one month ago o Lest
drill concurrently on Sltes F, B
and P. Site F only will be
drilled and no further drilling
is being consldered unless test
results prove negallve.

The action taken Wednesday
was attacked by Oakville
Coun. Carl Erikson who sald
the works commlitee had
“deviated from previous
council decisions.”

Council one month age
sought test costs f[or con-
current drilling of the three
sites, but public works com-

mittes two wecks nﬂmm!:cttg .

the proposal as :
costly. Cost per site s $18,500.
In its recommendation af
council last week, the com-
mitlee urged consecutive drill
aone¢ach of Lthe sites. Burlington
Coun. Tom Sutherland moved
an amendment Wednesday

calling for such action only If .

Site F resulls are negative,

““The  intention of the
previous decisien of council,”
Mr. Erikson said, “is an al-
tempt to get a total program
together and not to get it
together piecemeal.”

"It was not the intentlon of
council to have the drilling
done on B and D after F," he
said.

with a r

Admonishing works com-
mittee chairman Coun. Jack
Haftis, Mr. Erikaon said M.M.
Dillon, consulting engineers
*underatood the intention and
-responded accordingly."

“lhave lost confidence in e
public works commitiee on
thisitem," Mr. Erikson added.
"It has net done an objective
study and has flaunted and
diregarded councll declsions.”

voun. Terry Monnell also
blasted the commitlee for [ts
clforts saying that only a few
wecks ago, it agreed to weork
talive of the
Tremoine-Britannin cltzen’s
group on technologleal studies
en Site A. He sald the groups
should not be disregarded.
not be disregarded.

“While they {Lthe commitice)
have the right to make thelr
choice, they have no right lo
make up the minds afl this
counclt,” he sald.

But the criticlam was swiftly
rebuked by Mr. Raftis who
attacked Misters  Erikson
and Mannell for lack of par-
ticipation in the landfill
debates at commitice.

"The work {s not easy,”” Mr.
Haitis said, "especially when
yol have to go through the lwo
Bobbsey Twins here.” -

“I would like some maolure
help. I am sick and tired of
hearing {rom Mr. Erikson and
Mr. Mannell when they have
nat attended a single public
works meeting.”’

What followed was an al-
tempt by Mr. Erikson tlo
clarify his position bosed on
attendance at a closed session
of the c¢commiltee *‘some

months ago.”

But before Mr. Erikzon
could detall, more than a
phrase from the closed
geasion, Mr. Raflls urged him
to be accurate and Mr.
Sutherland sald his revelations
af a closed session would make
n farce of in camera
procedures. _

Mr. Erikson said: **. . . 1t is
golng ta be a hot potato
politicaily. . ."

Regional chairman Allan
Masson then ruled Mr. Erikson
out of order saying 'thls is
going right into Lthe gutler, why
don't you sit down?"

Mr. Masson disputed that
reference to the closed session
was a matier of personal
privilege,

Burlington Coun. Mary
Munro suggested that mem-
bers of the works commitise
may be privy to more In-
gormdation then  counell
because of the close working
relationship belween (he
committee and jts consulting
engineers.

“I om also concerned that
other afternatives haven't
heen cexplored,” she said.
Agoin saying that golng lo
long-term Jandilil eltea will
take pressure off councll to
seck reduction of wosle and
recycling allernatives. |

Mr. Raftis will not have to
endure the attacks on Lhe
crediblliity of his commitlee
any further. Council with two
dissenting votes, approved o
recommendation that In future
nll debate and declslons be
handled by the commiltes of
the whole councll.

Skate-a-thon better than anticipated

Judging by the number of
pariicipants and quality of
prizes, Roberl Gougeon cha-
irman of the 1976 Rotary Club
Skate-n-thon predicied the se-
cond annuzl event will be "o
fot better than last year."

About 500 local people, aged
five to 6%, will dust off their
skates and head to Gordon
Alcott Memorial Arena Oct. 18
to raisc money for community
groups and projects.

The bulk of the anticipated -

1876 * proflt, estimaoted at

TOWNHOUSES ON MAPLE AVENUE

Morrow charges ‘blackmail’ over services dispute

$15,000 by Mr.Gougeon, will be
contributed to the Georgetown
Memorial arena repair fund.

Fiily per cent of the net
amount rojsed by both Lhe
loeal figure skallng and minor
hockey associations will go
inlo their own coffers,

Last year 280 skaters roised
$10,000t0 install a new aign and
trophy case sl Georgetown's
Gordon Alcott Memorial are-
na.

All skaters, sponscred per
lap, may complete a maxi-

mum of 80 laps in an ollotted
time period averaging half an
hour,

The skater who returns the
largest sum of money will
receive a trophy, and every
boy or girl whe participates
will get o puck or a pen,

Prizes for the most money
retumed will be awarded ac-
cording to oge categories, Both
glris and boys aged 11 or under
hove a chance to win a wrist
walch {flrst prize), & casselie
tape recorder {(aecond prizel,

or a transistor radlo

In the girls and boys 13-year
ald and over category, first
prizes are partable televizion
sets, while the escond runners-
up will recelve wrist watches
and tramsistor radios will be
awarded to third placers,

Team prizes, {or (be top boy
on each team and the top boys
team in each league, are hoc-
key stlcks, The top girl on each
tcam and the lop team In cach
girl's group will recelve a pair
of sport socks,

Halton Hills Coun, Hic Morrow charged
Wednesday that the regionnl works stalf
carried out "very bed planning” and its
sttempt to disconnect an lllegal water hook
up at a Georgetown development was “noth-
Ing shert of blackmail."

More than 25 families live in the 40-unit
townhoupe condomintum project on Maple
Avenuve.

At ssuo Ls the $10,000 coat of the needed
sversizing to the Maple Avenua water maln.
The reglon is seeking the money from builder
Al Pilutd, but Mr. Pilutti argues he had &
development agreement slgned with the town
in 1974 which does not call for the oversizing.

Mr, Morrow argued that Lhe project is
‘‘unique" because Lhe town sei the seiling
price of (heunits at $32,500. Hasald appraised

volues are na much as $42,000.

As well he said, internal servicing plans,
one of four recommendations made by the
public works committee two weeks ago, had
been pravided.

During the discussiona on rezonlng and
amendments to the officlal plon, no mention
was made nf the need for oversized water
malns whether by reglonal council or the
works siaff, Mr. Morrow sald,

*The whole town staff was working for
the region lo assist It because it (the region)
was dolng its beat to accommodate Onkville
and Burlington in 1974," Mr. Morrow said.

Council rejected his request that three of
the four works recommendations be delcted
from the agenda, Instead cnnnell referved the

malter back to committee for further explan.
alion becouse of conflicting stories.

*“This yeor when the developer asked for
a sewer hook-up he found he couldn’t have it
until he paid for the oversizing watermaoins,'
Mr. Murrow said,

“If he had been told carller he would have
been gind to obtige berause then the prices
could be allered, But now It's too late,” he
ndded. _

Mr. Marro'v argued that It "would have
been a catustrophe'” for the families if the
water services hod been disconnected, He
said he visited the site when works crews
arrived to disceanect the water line and found
one [nmily had laken up resitdence.

“What would have happened to Lhe 40
families moving info that development if

there was no water?'" Mr, Morrew satd that
because of the unigque nature of the develop-
meni more (han 300 applications had been
reccived (rom prospectlve buyers.

Public works director Bob Moore, how-
cver supperted the comments of commill-
ment members saying that when the commit.
tee oction woas logen jt was believed no
famllies lived in the project, The actlon waj
meant to prevent buyers (rom taking resid-
ence,

Committee choirman Coun. Jack Raftis
said that commiltee discussion included two
1inlton Hills members and each had different
cormments,

Coun. Emnle Sykes asked for o delerment
of the proposal until the developer could
spenk with council or committee while Coun,

Dick Howitt naid more acton immediately
had to be taken.

] arn sick and tired of Burlington people
in thelr ivory towers making rules in
discussion without coming up o sce the
situation,' Mr. Morrow said.

Ha sald he had difficulty In getting
permisslen for the works crews to leave the
waler service intact because alf offlclals in a
positlon to make such a decision were at a
publlec works conference in Vegas.

It is without doubt, Mr. Mbrrow gaid, that
the hook-up i3 Hlegal, but giyen the same
eircumstances he would have done the same.

"It is not the reglon who will pay,' chiel
administration officer Emecst Reld said,
“Either the developer will pay, or it will be
charged bhack to Halton Hlls (Georgetown

waler service areal”

Burllngton Mayor Harrington sald a six
inch main, the required oversizing on Maple
Avenue, Is standard for adequale services
and [lre protection.

“Whether he (the developer) has sold his
houses too cheaply--and unless he's a novice,
1 think he would know what he's dolng—be's
galng to have to cat that (the cost of the water
service),” he sald.

Mr, Pilutll hos stated that he is prepared
to put the funds in escrow and soek a judlcal
decision on whether he must pay for the
overslzing.

According to Mr. Morrow a recommend-
ation for payment of about $1,200 in fees for
hook-up, melers and englneering fees lanot in
dispute. :
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