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By LYNNRHODES
EHerald Correspondent

Journalist Joyce Beaton and
feminist-activist Laura Sabla,
key speakers at the Sheridan
College ‘Insight’confercnce {or
women, provided excellent -
modeis for the nearly 600 who
attended the Saturday con-
ference.

Both related their exper-
iences--sometimes humorous,
somelimes {rustrating—as wo-
men breaking into a male
dominated power struciure,

Hecent co-lounder of Golden-
Elow Publications Aliss Beaton
confided: **I'll tell vou what
feels good about a woman
belng in business for hersell.

Paged- THE HERALD, Wednesday, October ¢, 1976

Two 'Insight’ speakers excellent mod

When that male velce calling
the company says ‘‘Hello,
sweelis, |3 Lhe boas In” and you
can answer, "'sure she is cutle,
you're speaking to her!"

Yet Miss Bealon believes
“the quickest wey to fallure
for us {women) in the busineas
world s to pretend we're men .
. . and we have had to make
our own rules and stop think-
ing Betty Friedan or Germaln
Greer or Gloria Stelnam are
tha women we musi emulate.”

Since Janice Johnston end
Miss Beaton established Gol-
denglow Publications and en-
joyed the success of selling
1,000 coples of poetry books,
Joyce wrole In two months

BEATON

Charlie's mother died
last night

{harlie's mother died last night. She was the only
person in the world who cared if he shaved _chang_ed his
socks or wiped his nose. She did all these things with the
greatest love a mother knows—but she forgot ope thing.
She forgot to make arrangements for him if she should die
hmll suppose she always thought Charlie as she
afTectionately called him would go éirsl. He wul: born

3 g while she was working as a cook in o
;;Tbgr:’:;ﬁpﬂf‘hﬂe was a docter called who didn’t have
the patience to wail for Charlie to arrive at his appointed
time. charlie was injured at birth and today is what is
referred to as a mentally retarded adult.

I first remember Charlie as he leaned over ihe
playpen 1o play with my 10-month-old son  just a few
hours after we moved to his neighborhood. His nose was
running and his stance was ape-like as be tried to reach for
the baby. His appearance scared me at first until he raised
his face and smiled. "*Nice baby " he said ™1 like Lhe
baby."" I wiped his nose and settled down to watch both
children enjoy their interaction. Charlie was 18 years old
at the Lime.

Charlic was 18 and had never been to school. His
mother tried the regular schools a couple of times but it
was beflore the special schools for trainable retarded and
there was nowhere for Charlie to go. So he Jomped around
town in his rubber boats. Everyone knew him and he was
generally well treated. The police chief had a special chair
in his office where Charlie regularly held court, The
serviee station had a bench with too!s just for Charlie and
he would ge in and foel around there for a few hours cach
day,

’ Not everyone was as unhderstanding. There was a
time he wanted to play with a geoup of kids and one ran
home [rightened, The parents demanded his mother have
him locked up. | was witness several times to adilt males
on the street asking him aboul his sexual prowess and then
roar wilh laughter at his embarrassment and confusian.

There was also the time his father died and he hid for
days behind the furnace in their basement. There was alsa
the time my only daughter died and he met me in the
street. His arms went around me and gently patted my
back like you would a baby and said “Sorry  sorry.”

Charlie dreamed of adventure but has had Jittle in

his life. H ¢ would 1ell stories of how he was “golng up
north 18 miies.”” When we moved away he was sure we
were “going up north 18 miles™ and it gave him great
delight .aad he wanted to come with us.
- A miracle happened the year we moved away.
Charlie became a worker at a sheltered workshop for the
adult trainable retarded. The ficst time 1 saw him upon my
return Lo the old neighborhood he was wearing a suit and
tie and attending a concert with some of his co-workers. He
spolted me during intermission and without hesitation
pave me a big bearhug that rocked me near off my feet in
the lobby . You see my suit?" he asked  pulling me over
to meet his friends. Charlie felt proud of himself for the
lirst time in his life at the age of 30.. He had even been
taughl it wasn't nice to ask for money fa bad habit he had
acquired while on the streets  when well-meaning adults
were always pressing money into his hand).

Charlie's teenaged sisters were ashamed of thew
brother and wouldn't bring their boylriends home beeapse
of him. Now thal their mother is dead  nothing has
changed. He has no home.

His mother didn't think there would be any need for
i puardianship. 1 suppose she always hoped her other
children would take him in. Well they won'l.

There are areas in Ontario where people like Charlie
can live. Homes that are not institulions as such  but
where he can be taken care of while going to work each
day.

Y Hopefully Charlie won't have 1o hide behind the
furnace again but will have friends Who care about him for
the remainder af hiz Tife.

(300 sold in 2 days) and an ‘don't gel no respect ' said
five Penny Gazelte, a tablold Miss Beaton relaling the day

aboul arts and crafts,

"We are losing that {emale
passivity—that masochlsm -
makes females wlllingly put
up with exploitation and ace-
ept roles which subject them Lo
the wills of others ' she sald.

It was lack of foreseeable
appartunity for promotion and
desired pay at the company
bath women were [ormerly
employed with which [nspired
them to strike out on their own
in competitive field of print
media,

“We knew we could no lon-
ger put up with being anything

less than we were capable of

and hoping for ¢chan-
ces in o job that were never to

becoming

come,”

Admiltting that at first they
were “playing wlllee™, they
seon “changed our attitudes
towards gurselves” and "“'stop-
ped whining and gol on with
serious learning, trying, fail-"
Ing, accepling (ailure, picking
ourseives up and going at It
ngain." :

Although Mliss Beaton and
Miss Johnsion took their new
career scriously, some didn't,

“We were acting like Rod-
ney Dangerflicld who ¢laims he

her ex-hoss "kept assuring me
he had alwaya token 'Golden-
rod" seriously,”

Pointing out the ifrony of
misnaming Geldenglow Pub-
tications while conlirming ils
acceplonce  bothered the -
company owners. They sent
their farmer employer a bunch
of Goldenrod wrapped
in ribbon and placed in o bax
with a nole saying, "This Is
goldenrod, we are Golden-
glow."

While some "give the im-
pression that they're just wall-
ing for you 1o fall flat on your
face,” Miss Beaton sald others
have been very supportive,

Her condid anecdotes were
casy for the women at the
conference to identify with.

“I always thought wormen
wha made it on their own like
that were dilferent, but she's
alot bke the rest of us, really,”
sald a housewile who nsked to
remaln unnamed,

Mlss Beatlon encouraged
“the rest of them™, to do what
she and Miss Johnston have
done; Develop their hobby
bea polteryor prinling, intoa
business.

Alter all, it was shortly alier

"Preaching to converted”
but gaining moral support

Women with o wilde range of
lifestyles pathered ot Sheridan
College Saturday for Insight, a
conference for Women fea-
furing films, speakers and
seminars focusing on choices
for women.

They came to glean f{rom
cach other moral supporl,
advice for problems, en-
couragement for plans, and
ideas for persenal growth,

A business women, incharge
of buying for a Jlarge cor-
peratlon, complained:
"The men cxpect me to gel
the coffee. . . I grumble alt the
way to the cafelerin. . . [ hale
mysell and resent them, but
they don't realize they are
demaning me and I don’t have
the nerve tospeak up because |
don’t want to be rude, but...”

Then there was a divorcee
who decided to cnter law
schoal, and called herself a
"late bloomer'; the grand-
maother whose  hushand
claimed "a good marriage was
falling apart”; because she
started pight school o month
ago: a woman who fell
obligated 1o stay home with
her toddlers though boredomn
drove her to hate every minule

.of il...

Budget
depleted

Adminlstration committee
has urged reglonal council to
stay within the offlclal fune-
tiona budget.

Last week the cammittee
ngreed that no additlons) funds
be allowed thls year for bus
lours, flowers or conventlons.

Chief administratlon ofiice

Ermest Reid said the budgetted

funds are almost depleted and

it “will be somewhat overspent
al the end of the year unless
some restraint (8 imposed
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Yarns, Fibres & Supplies

Knitting, Crachel,
Weaving & Macrame

Handmade Crafts
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1% Park Ave., Qeargefown
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in the words ol speaker,
lournalist Joyece Beatan:
*Only women can-understand
other women, their fears,
uncertainties, lack af rele
models. We bunger for strong
women...

Former Ontario Status of
Women Council chairman,
alderman, board of cducalion
member and initiator of the
RRoyal Commission on the
Status of Woemen, Laura Sabin
is now [ounding f trust com-
pany in Teronto.

Scoking nomination for the
IProgressive Conservaltive seal
im North York in the next
election, is Catherine
Charlton, public  affairs
muanuger for the Ford Molor
Company of Canada and
Ontario Status of Women
Council member. :

The first woman 1o graduale
from Lthe University of Toronlo
with degrees in clecirieal and
avronautical  ongineering.
Elsie MacGill, is spearheading

the conversion of the old Mctro
Taronte lbrary building into a
centre lor women.

Conference organizer

for

877-7421
10-9.
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Georgetown Lions Club

~ SANTA CLAUS PARADE
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‘"World Of Make Believe’’ — December 42 :

For Further Informalion Phone |

Co-ordinating Chairman

EARL MERRILL :
877-8104 =
*:f" Float Chairman Band Chairman
7 BOB EZARD STAN CALLAGHAN '555
i 877-6394 877-6392 :
B T A BT
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sheitagh Wilkinson heads the
Women's Centre at Sheridon
College.

The 26 seminar leaders are
afl prominant (n ecither law,
business, politics, therapy,
carcer counsclling, teaching,
management  or com-
munications.

“Lauta Sabin instiiled In me
new enthusiasm. A lot of
womehn picked up her cnergy
and were able to discuss issues
and relate to cach other and
get it all out . Bul, un-
fortunately, in many cases, the
next day the feeling of support
vanishes,” Honey Cornfoot,
president of the Georgetown
Council of Women said.

Although she personally
enjoyed Insight, Mrs. Cornloot
pointed oul, "1t was gearcd to
women with children, or older
women - not single women or
low income women ™

She noticed that few, if any,
teenagers atiended, though
they were invited. And the
phitosophy of reaching the goal
of equality through changing
the attitude ol children and
youth by avoiding sex
stercolyping recurrcd
throughout the doy,

Mary Simpson ol
Georgelown made a similar
poinl, *1 came away with u
real high. . . but | wonder how
many women ihere really
needed it 1 think those who
really did need il stayved at
home.”

¥Fran Grady of Georgetown
agreed, -

“They were preaching to the

convertied ™ Mry.  Grady
concjuded, “‘most of the
women here today were

aware, edocated and nssertive
already.” 1

Insight goave Pat Sluart-
Hagge of Georgelown some
ideas. She has decided 10
prpEanize o local consciousness

raising group. if there s
cnough interest ;
=1 feft tlInzsighty with o

feeling of solidarity. . . T feli
refresehed, bul empty at the
same time because 1 put so
much into it and now there will
he a vecuum unlil the nexl
conference.™

Miss Beaton attended Sher-
jdan College's {irst conference
for woemen in 1973 Eyesight,
that she [irmly decided to
pursuc 0 journalism carecr,
The irial newspaper assl-
gnment which led to her [irsl
reporting job was “covering
that female day over there.”

Loura Sabla, who recently
resigned as chair* person’ of
the Ontario Status of Women
Council was a former alder-
man board of educntion trust-
ec and Initiotor of the Heoyal
Commission on the Stalus of
Women, is Laking the same
roule as Joyce Beaton,

She Is going into business
with other wamen interested in
founding a trust company in
Toronlo. ;

Mrs, Sabla'’s speech focused
on deterrants of women's lib-
eration.

“We're bralnwashed from

the womb to the tomb" by
parcnts, teachers, textbooks,
government lawa, and the chu-
rch “into subserviant roles,”
she said,

“"Women ore endowed wilh
intelligence and can do any-
thing & mun can do—as bad

- and as well—anyone can do as

well as those In Ottowa and as
bad os Trudean.”" . . but we
have not made up our minds
that we, os people, are endow-
ed with the intelligence and
fortitude to do anyibing we
want to do.”

She stressed some women
and men should never marry
and some wonmen and men are
suitable for executive posi-
tions.
tivns.

1 known we have different
genitilia, but why dees that
have o make a diflerence?"
she asked.

R. R. Hamilton,R.0.

SHEILAGIH WILKINSON AND LAURA SABIA

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

OPTOMETRISTS

CHIROPRACTORS

OPTOMETRIST | CHIROPRACTOR
L. M. Brown, R.0. | G.W. Corbett, D.C.

T8 ML Street, Ceorpgetown
Far Appolntment
PHOMNE: §77-4431

ITMAIN ST, §.
fulte 1,

For appointmaents phane
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Pleass prasani Haalih
" insvrance Card

OPTOMETRIST CLIPSHAM

* MORETON LTD.

ENGINEERS &
' SURVEYORS
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Halton Mills
{ Georgetown)
77.011
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DAYS ON

Wednesday,October 6th
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to Saturday,October 9th

1

2725 Jana Streat

Downsview 743-1623
8051 Yonge Straet

Thornhill
889.0759

3770 Lawraence Avenue East
Scarborough 439-2671

ag0 Albion Road
Rexdale
741-4801

3 Queen Street North
Streetsville
826-3202

S0

AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS ONLY

2499 Egilinton Ave. East
Scarborough 267-6619

vocial conditloning, to bio-
legy, |s responsible for sexuwal
roles apld Mrs, Sabia,

“When | ask yeung girls in
high schools what they are
Roing to do with their life, 75
per ceni say ‘get married' and
I reply, 'ves that tokes 10
minutes, then what?' not one
boy ever told me he's getting
married but they all do.”

Marrioge {5 "a battleficlid"”
nol “‘an ivery covered castle™,
s5ald Mrs. Sabla, “we don’t
leach them abott thelr sexual-
ity or the difficulties of mar-
riage—all lhe training they get
is limited 1o home ec and eggs
golderrod.”

Teenage -5 ofl believe
their mar - .ge will not be the
ane out o. four doomed to end
in divorce, she sald.

Nivorce, immigration, ab-
ortlon citizenship, and prop-
erty ownership laws were de-

AMPBELL -

80 Hale Road

Brampton

Unit 6

.. -

1 g 1'-4-

scribed by Mrs. Sabla as “ara-
chaie,”

She advised a dozen house-
wives to commlssion a lawyer
te Incorporate them into “Ho-
usewife Company'' to do-
chores—a legal loophole Lo join
Canada Penslon Plan, Unem-
ployment Insurance and the
like.

"Its devicus, but legal, and
there are al! kinds of deduct-
ible iringe benclita,”’ she said,
“and it's worth a {ry to bring
those boys in Ottawa to do
spomelhing {about lack of eco-
nomic rights for unemployed
houscwives.)"

Forming such a company for
mutual benefit 1s one way
women can support cach other
said Mrs. Sabia, who coutioned

against disunity.

“If women divide, men.will
canquer,"” she [ears.

Women frresponsible in their

els for 600 women ﬁhending

iobs, Queen B ces who claim ‘1
made [t on my own', house-
wlves who resent carecer wo-

“men and career women who

put down housewives ''sel us
back # “w years,'' she sald,

"' cannot make decislons {or
all women—every woman -
must make declsions for her-
self . . . and not make dispar-
aging remarks aboul women
with differen! choices,”" Mrs.
Sabia sald.
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Phone 451-0494

Get a free no-nonsense ex-

planation and estimate on

a quality central air con-

ditioning

system.

We will come to your house

at your convenience, day or
evening,and talk about your
heating and air conditioning
requirements, o

No sales pressure.

Central Air-Conditioning

222 Gualph Street .

Georgetown
- 877-6333
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ON ALL REGULAR
MERCHANDISE

9 &
shoes

Inney

CHARGEX

Fashion and style for everyone -



