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North Halton
deserves better

If Halton Regionis to succeed and
overcome its parochial nature, better
communication must be maintained
between services, government,
volunteer agencies and ratepayers in
North Halton.

There are 35,000 peaple in North
Halton. They were roised in rural and
small town settings that are now
feeling the effect of rapid ur-
banization. They deserve more than a
passing nod that they exist.

Last week Oakville United Way
officials held the [irst two meetings
designed to explain its decision to
canvass North Halton industry for
funds in its 1976 campaign.

While, most people support the
role of the United Way, it has not
functioned in North Halton previously
and there is concern over the ability
of the community to support it and the
eleven other agencies supported
locally without United Way {unds.

But the biggest concern by local
organizations, including those with
Oakville branches and provincial
organizations funded in part by the
Oakville United Way, 15 that, as
chairman Terry O'Connor said
“Maybe we went about it wrongly by
not consulting you first."

In recent weeks there have been
several instances when regional
government and the board of
education have indicated an almost
lethargic attitude toward North
Halton. All decisions of benefit ap-
pear to be token grudgingly.

A good example is the recent
closing of the Acton water billing
office. More than 1,000 people signed
a petition opposing the closing, but the
matter was left to town council o
resolve,

Then there's the seemingly intent
of some urban members of regional
council to dump a garbage heap midst

prime agricullural land.

And the board of education last
week, in a minor matter, postponed
action on a rather innocuous proposal
to have lists of textbooks used in
schools available to residents at the
east, west and north ceducation cen-
fres.

While it can be argued that there

‘may be little if any public concern

over textbook lists, the principle
remains the same - a requirement for
taxpayers to journey to Burlington to
have access to the material.

What the southerly top-loaded
regional council and board of
education fails to realize is that it is 60
miles orf more round trip from
Georgetown to take advantage of the
rights of the taxpayer., That may
seem small -to some members, but
without  public transportation
available in Halton, it remains a long
way and limits those that can make
the journey.

As well, regional government
makes available agendas for public
perusal prior to council and com-
mittee meetings. But only if you go to
Burlington to view them. That's a
ludicrous position to maintain since
eachregional councillor has delivered
to his door a package containing all
agendas and associated material
each Friday.

It certainly wouldn't add ex-
cessive cost or time to deliver some
copies to local municipal offices for
North Halton ratepayer perusal and
even if no one takes advantage of the
service, the um:or:unity of com-
munication woula exist, :

The sooner those living below the
demarcation line -- Highway 401 --
realize there's a North Halton, the
sooner this region will become the
community everyone says he's
working toward.

On Parliament Hill e e

Just a little

drawer cleaning

By STEWART Macl.EOD
Otlawa Bureau
Of The Herald

Plepse bear withme as ] clean out the top
righthand desk drawer, that calch-all corner
where old letlers and litle bits of paper
continue to congregate. Maost of it isn't worth
saving.

Why for instance, should I keep a copy of
a letter written Last June 10 by Urban Affalrs
Minlater Barney Danson and addressed to
Ontarioc Housing Minister John Rhodes? The
only repson J threw It in the drower was
became it began, "Iwroteto you last Qctober
to suggesl the establishment of a joint
committee...” and {1 ended with **I would
very much appreciate hearing from you on
this proposal at an early dale..."

Slnce Mr. Danson referred to the
"urgency o©f the subject” 1 remember
thindng at the time that eight months

seemedlike a long time to awalt o reply from .

another cabinet minlater,

Surely Mr. Rhodes has answered by now.
Anyway, | am throwing that June letter inthe
wansiehasket.

Now here'sone | hod forgotten aboud. It's
a govermmen! announcment of a $19,840
coniract to Carleton University in Ottawa for
a study on “Interpersonal communicatlon in
an emergency enviromenL'

That should make great reading.

The price ian't bad elther. By cem-
parislon, the government la spending $32,800
for a study on the “elfect of pulping aged
chips on the toxicity of draflt mill effluenta *
and §35,185 18 being spent on the “inspection
md uw-dating of the notlena! gravity net In

Northern Ontario and southern Quebee.”
MONEY MATTERS

Oddly enough, most of the papers In that
top right-hand drawer deal with money In one
form or apother, Perhapsit's because we are
in the midat of the government's restraints
program and there happens to be more

correspondernce on that subject,

And speaking about restraints, here 18 nn
{nteresting letter. IL is from the Depariment
of Supply and Services and |t s addressed toa

depuly numster, 1t's all aboul travel.

~ Faryears, the gavernment has operated
its own “Central Travel Service™ to Make
reacrvations and other travel arrangements
for public servanls. And with more ihan
00,000 federal public servant. it's probably n
sensible arrangment.

Hut the letter announces o new exelusive
service. It's a sectim within the Central
Travel Service to “provide a mare per-
sonalized service to asslst deputy ministers,

ssistant depuly ministers and equivalents in
making their iravel plans.”

“There now will be two unlisted VIP
lines, 3-608¢ and 3-60081 linked dircetly to CP
Air operations and 3-359% linked dircetly to

Alr Canpdn operations.”
The lelter soys “this service, by Its

noture, is restricted in order to preserve the

level of service required.”
FIRST-CLASS CALLS

| know why I kept this letter I have becn
trying to figure out what type of travel aer-
vice 8 required by an assistant deputy
minlster thot's not required by any other

public servant,

20 I phoned the depuly who recelved the
lelter. '] guess il's because they cut out first-
class plane tekets for wa,”" he said, “They are

substituting flrat-class phone calla."”
He didn't sound impressed,

Here |3 another Interesting little one on
the Publlc Service Comminsion. It's aimed at
"those senior execullves who have prime
responsibllittes in the Informotion arco as
weil as those senior executlves who are faced

today with greater direct medla contact.”

It announces o one-day seminar on
“solving the medla mystery™ and #t will be
“respurced™ by some real llve journallsts,

The registrui-an fee (s $125.

I thom, ' wboul 17 ying te gain ndmission,
but I just ean'f «1slify - -onding $125 to solve a
myatery 1 i ™ "t kuow o sted. So this nole

also goes in ! - Qarhays

‘Tnere ls stil. o fuir nmant of Junk In that
o righl-imnd- CLW 4, i d 18 guon L IL B LUF
a few more days.

RISC - M Ton

CAeLANM

VAMOALISHM ow THe

FPalice ASReEp To

e

- A tongue-in-cheek look at coffin sleeping

and going to your own funeral 2

By GERRY LANDSBOROUGH

It's time agnin for polpourri, o regular
feature of this column. Here we take o
sametimes serjous bul mostly not so serious
tongue in cheek look st seme of the hap-
penings on  Lhiz woendedul wacky world

" around us,

First let us travel lo the outskiris of
Chicago where o strange and errie sight tnkes
place in the dark of night in 4 locat cemelery.

A man wrapped up in a black cape and
carrying a coffin enilers in apd after placing a
silver hetme! on his head les down in the
coffin cleses his litlle vyes and goes nightey
fdle.

According to 5gt. John Marker the chap s
known only as the “"5on of Satan™ and the
locals are quite used to him - but people
ikriving by get nervous and call the palice.

Gee 1 wonder why—ond how do you deal
with your insomnia? It's the silver helmet
that gels me--something tells me there must
be an casier way. :

Here's o pip from Gary Dahl. He's the chap
who mide milllons with his invention of the
“pet rock.” His latesi brainchild from his
map-cap labaritory is - | hope your ready for
this - ..."sand breeding.”

Your kit commes complete with o test tube of

male sand and a test tube of femiade sand. Mix
them together and away you go. The kit
contains o 42 page booklel suggests you can
“make your own beach - roise kitty litter -
make o private deser! or you might want ta
continue hreeding untd) you have your very
mwn Wweasteland.
" According o Dahl “this kit is for people
who art hored with or incompetent al what
they have been doing - those who are unable
to master upholstering or accounting.”

Guess whal falks? Feople are buying them
like crazy - bul I maintain that il you were at
all gutsy you could go oul into the wilds - trap
your sand - and breed them yourself thes
cdiminating the middleman

Awny to Burlington, Colorado, now where
Jimt Gernhart who will soen reach the grand
old age of 100 had another funeral the olher

From here and there

day,

Jim who could be deseribed as rather an
wiususal chap had his first funeral way back
i 1451,

"l didn't have anybody lefl in my family
and § thought T would have my funeral so |
would know how it went, It's betier ta have it
before you die - you don't know anything
about It after your are dead.”

Well, T can sure go along with that Jim. The
rvent takes place with Jim sitling in o Model
T Ford beer truck next to his coffin. He drives
through the main streel of the town with the
local high school band proceeding the truck.

This musical extravaganza hos taken place
a few Himes over the years but this year the
town outdid themselves in honor of Jim's up
and corning 100th birthday.

On Nov. 20, he'll reach his 100th year and he
believes this was probahly the last dress
rehedrsal before the real thing. That's o bigee
in Burlington

([ to llecth, England, rnaw where the
regular patrons of the Punch Jlowl Inn sure
don’t shoot the bull. No siree - the bull in
question came crashing through the roof

landing tn a space between the refrigerator

and the back wall - they didn't shoot it. They
jusi sent for the local farmer who owned the
bull and he removed it with the bull anly
suffering from the odd scape nnd bruise from
its unscheduled trip.

How so vou ask” Well, the Inn backs on to a
local hillside where the bull had dimbed and
was nibbling nway at some iender teaves.
Unfortunately the roof af the Punch Bowl inn
isn't bull prooal.

Flazh! Flash.... nnd now from Sheffield
Englond, cames potpourri’s neminee for the
wedding-of -the-year award.

Hoy Iutler stopped over to help his bride lo
prepare for their up and coming nuptials. He
did, however, stop off at o stag first.

On his way lo his future bride’s house he
dropped the wedding cake in the front gar-
den. This was mtich to the upset of his fulure
motherdn law,

A shouting match follwed with one thing
leading to another and before you knew what
wits happening Hoy up and socked his
mother-in-law-te-be in the Jaw.

Tax refofm: Is it fair?

Local farmera, criticising proposed lax
reforms regarding farm land, would nppenr
lo be looking a gift horse in the mnouth. The
protest has been mounting sinee 3t wis
learned that the provinee plans to tax furms
ont their market value, pick up the tab and to
demand 10 ycars' back taxes if the land is
tnken ouf ef preduction.

The provinee hopes to thereby control
farm land use becpuse it pays the shot. The
reveniue (o pay the farmer's taxes will come
from income and sales taxes. And with our
groduated system of income taxes tie, the
more you ¢arn the more you pay! those who
can mosl afford to pay the farmer's taxes
will.

Just suppose wurbonites were able to
pertiade Lhe provinee to wage war against
the disappeacance of the single-family
detached dwelling. Each one of us owning a
typically overpriced bungalow an cily turf
would have our land taxes paid for by the
province, As for eur house, we would only
piy 30 per cent of the taxhill.  Anyone who
sold his tand ta o developer for high-rise or
commercial wse would have to repay 10
years' back taxes, We ceriainly would not
object to such a deal -

Fiartmers say they prefer ihe presemt
system of taxation by preductivity. They

argue thut repayment of 10 years taxes
places and “encumbrance’ on thelr farms.
Hul the system they have now stipulaies
repayment il the fnrm is pulled out of
agriculture.

The difference between the present and
proposed schemes
repayment wihich will become payable if and
when the farm is mold for development.

It wan disclosed recenlly thal on 50 acres in
Brompton, with o morkel value of SA50.000
and present assessed value of $30,5K, the
farmer wotld have to repay $1,500.

Proposals would demand o repayment of
185,000,

It would seem unfair to ask the reat of the
taxpayers in Outacie lo nllow [arm land
awners lo escape paying taxes on an assel
worth $i50,00, or to pay land tox amounting
to only $15 per year on it

Urbanites have nol been comploining
about the propesals on farm lnnd tnxes, That
may be because they agree with provincinl
pttempts {0 contrel the development of far-
mitand.

We agree with mosl peopie vt good
[arm land must be pratected because there s
only so much ol it left.

(BRAMPTON TIMES)

off ...1 never want to see you

is the oamount of .

His flancess Athea sald: “The wedding s
again.”

Later in court she told the judge: "'If he had
hit me of instead of my mather 1 probably
would have married hlm all the same - but
['m not having any men hitting my mum."
And how did your wedding go?

Now this next bit of stulf and nonsense
comes {o you siraight from the heart of
donwtown Brampton.

Remember Shaws diclum . . . Those who
can do - those you can't teach. To which June
has added with o eartyy wisdom contalnlng
common dignity: Those who can do neither
bitch! Amen. Amen.

Now belare we leave yvou for thls week that
slrange and mysterious character the
blzharishi Sometimes Yogi hos stopped by
again, and i ] know the Mahaorlshi he's bound
to epdighten us with words of wisdom,

Take it away Maharlshi.

“Hemember that though it is written that
lhe meek shall inherit the earth - the whole
truth is seldom spoken. The meek SHALL
inherit the earth - over them."

Oh really, Maharishl, - you obviously
haven't resd '‘The power of Positive
Thinking"” over them indeed. 1 just don't
know what were going to do about that fellow.

Till next week - keep on smiling.

Queen’s Park

On The Home Front

Some
problems

can’t be
solved _

SUSAN De FACENDIS

Have you ever heard a sllence quite so
profound? - A sllence so Inlense that you can
actually heer the whiskers twitch on a nelgh-
bour's cat?

Well, here [ sit in the early silnges of
anather schoal year, listening to the sounds of
mothing and still puzzled as to how | ac-
complished so much housework In such a
ghort time.

The telephone hasn’t once shrilled out an
uwgent call for Louisa: Flintstanea aren't
"Yabba Dabba Do-Ing' up from the bowels of
the basement; ‘Kiss' isn’t deafening me with
it'e cacophony from the stereo and there is a
definite lack of littte six year old nosecs
pressed ogainat my screen door.

The bathrooms ond refrigerator are
having a well-earned rest and my battle-
weary constltntion js in shock. Let's face It,
withaut sandwlch fixilngs permanently in
evidence on the kitchen table and cheesles or
potato chips scatiered in front of the
tlevislon, It just does not look like home.

Yes, Seplember [inally arrived [n all Its
glory and so begins another schaol season of
professional days, hopefully Interrupted by
dluminating moments of education ond Lhe
pursulle of knowledge.

Three cager, shining faces burst forth
from my house, all scattering lo three dil-
ferentl schools, meaning, even with my
imited grasp of mathematles, three ‘meet
the teacher’ nights, three talent nights and a
wiole new group of teachers names to be
memorized.

Of course, the rivers of life can never run
completety smoothly and young Teresa
polsed on the threshold of grade one, decided
ance again to drop out of the schoo] system, |
have the distinct impression that this is golng
to be an annual challenge - @ ‘choose your
weapona' situation at dawn, between mother
and daughter on the first day of each new
achool year.

To me, the situation is perfectly clear -
daughter goes to schoo!, or mother goes to
Ril. However, when we reached o point
somewhere between fasiening dress buttons
and doing up pony-tails, a suprisingly concise
Lst of insurmountable problems emerged.

Ta begin with, Tercesa was quite sure she
would never find the right classroom. She
would finish up In a grade six hemeroom,
never be able to do the work and, (harrers),
wind up in the principal's office. Secondly,
asjuming she was lucky enough to find the
right clagss she was guite convinced that she
would never, ever, learn her new (eacher's
name,

Finally, she was worried about the’

possibliity of her class having to perform a
play, beeause she knew beyond atl doubt that
she would forget her lines in front of an
sudience. - And you thought you had
problems? ;

Well, we manoged lo resolve some of
those first daoy misgivings and, a little less
apprehensively, away she went. She returned
home at lunchtime with enough paperwork to
cver the refrigerator door and bubbling with
exlctement,

MGuess what?" she exclaimed. "'l got the
very leacher [ wanted and T didn't even cross
my fingers for luck - but - I can't remember
her name! ™ '

Oh well, I suppase some problems are
msoivable,

Write off any
chance of «

majority

government

By DONO'HEARN
Queen's Park Bureau
Of The Herald
sometimes those of us who wrlle polltica
Eet atick too much In this place.
We are at the heart and tend perhapa not
tobe nble to see Lhe forest for the trees,
Hecenlly [ havebeenocut in the province a
bit and this hos brought about some new
outlook on polltical profpects in the electlon
when it comes.
MISTAKESHEGISTEH
The thinking ymeudﬂﬂ Is to pretty
well write ¢lf any pfoapect of the government
being returned with a majority.
This ts mainly becouse those of us wrillng

- aboul it see it in action day by day and are

sharply oware of its mistakes, its fumbles
und in general its performance as a govern-
ment And, of course, ps It's natural, the
mistakes it makes lend to stick with us longer
than any achlevements. :

But maost of all we tend to come lo o
conchsions on iis governmental performance
rather than its polltical performance.

FRESH LOOK

But when you get away from the heart
therels more perspectiveand you tend to look
more ol polltics than adminlstration. Alse
you talk polltles rather than govermment
actlon.

And there comes a fresh vlewpolnl

Things that have meant a Jot here at the
Park can be of slight, Il any, interest locally -
such as hospttal closings.
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¥With the more detoched viewpoint, In
fact, there can be appreclation of the long-
term benefit of varlows octions rather than
ewareneas of any clumsiness in handlings -
ogain as with the hospltal closings.

Some action, such o3 regional govern-
ment tend to be highly resented. But more
run-of-themill affalrs tend to be unim-
portant

; LEWIS THREAT

But above all there i3 the political per
speciive,

And association with it ¢cen be most
valuable,

For example, and most pertinently,
tending to be almost forgolten around here in
our too-hurried nssessments Js that the madn
reasont for the Dawvia fall.off in the lost
electonwas that the Conservative vote didn't
get out.

The message (rom outslde is that this
thme it probably will, '

One reason given for this is that the drop
lest ime was a personal resentment againat
Bll Davis. Now this resentment he. ;.0eq
expressed and once voleed much of it han
Eono away. ~

And probably even more tmportant la
that now Stephen Lewis s standing in the
wings, opposition leader and holding 38 seatn.
Insteat of 19,

The [eellng in that this in itaelf will pull
out a big Tory voto,

In other words majorlty government is
probably still wide open for Bill Davis,

I




