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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1978

Jeftrey Lyons and Tom Beeney

Ford and owners
settle dispute

TORONTO—In a precedent selting move
Friday, Ford Motor Company of Canads
settled out-ofcourl a dispute with disgruntled
owners of rusty Ford products.

The setUement arrived at follewing
mrious negotintions since a $371 miilion class

actlon was launched In April, could cost the -

mitomaker from $1 million to $30 millicn,
mparale spurces says,

*‘1f o book iz ever writlen of consumerism
history, Tom Benney's neme should be in-
duded,” Jeffery Lyons, lawyer for the Qn-
tario Rusty Ford Association sald,

Mr. Beeney, a Georgetown resldent, is
president of Lhe Ontario Ruatv Fard Owners
Association and mme of flve people ip-

strumental in launching the class actlo.
Under the terms the seitiement e

action has been withdrawn,

- "H it wasn't for the preaistance of & guy
ke Tom Beeney, il never would have gone
teough,” Mr. Lyons added.

He anid the Ford settlement shows
“¢onsumers as a concentrated group can
farce business to give better deals.”

Ford has agreed Lo pay 50 per cent of the
ooals of repair to Ford products up to $300
maximum above a threshold amount set by
the yearof the model. Otherwlse owners can
recelve a certificale of 3300 for trade-in on
any Ford product.

Bul most importani, Mr. Lyons ex-
pdained, Ford leadership has been shown In
providing compensation for original owners
who have suffered abnormal rusting.

Mr. Beeney sald most of the work waa
cerried out by his wile Sardy afier they felt
their 1572 Ford plek-up truck ruated beyond
what they considered reasonable.

The 2,500 rusty Ford owners In the
amoclation *“who stuck togeiher deserve a lot
of thanks."" he gald, "I didn’t think I would
got this far, but I'd go It again "

The Ford announcement Friday applies
to all original owners of Ford products from
1970 to 1974 regardiesa of whether they are
associalion members,

Mr, Lyons sald Ford hns also announced
a three-year rust warranty with ifs 1977
oodels which. he aaid. “Is a forward atep for)
e benefit of all consumers.”

“What I'm more proud of,” Mr. Beeney
sid, “is that they aald you couldn't beat a
corporantion. And although we didn't totally
win, neither did they.”

said he was not “100 per cent
happy” with Ford's settlement. “I was
hoping for a little belter scttiement on the
cansumers side. But we flgured it if hod
dmgged on, “Ford could have delnyed and
we could have got nothing.™

Bul he emphasized that [t is the [ong
range effects of Ford's acllon that are most

Hlcant. 3

It did open the eyes of tho conaumers o
whal you can doas a group. Now it's up to the
consumers, the people themaelves.”

In Lhe siruggle agalnst Ford Motor Co.,
“Tha best was vet o come.” Mr, Beeney said.
The Rusty Ford owners had pianned to picket
“1 llke to think
that thev (Ford) aaw the licht "

With ooy the work left of notlfylng by
Jetier Lhe 2,500 Rusty Ford owners, Beeney
Sald he was locking (o the futire.

“Once we get the leftern out, that's the
%nd of it—I hope, But 1 think it's been wor-
thwhile,” he said.

""You pick up lata of things and meet a [ot
ol people, [t'll be nice to get back to normal.™

Beeney said he and his wife would
probably celcbrate by watching television ar
Roing to a movie, something they've been
usable to do with the work of the assoclation
{alling on them,

In a telephone Interview Sandy Heeney
said; *'[ fec] kind of good about fightlng it to

the end. . . but I'm not really pleased with the

settlement. But it was something."

She said she and Tom sent out over 5,000
Jetlers and often worked untll two or three
o'clock in the morning rending and answering
each ane, "II was just the two of us worklng at

tome."
She and her husband sajd the government

gave llttle or not help during thelr struggle.
[ctters of complalnt from rusty Ford

owrtern to Bryce Mockasey, then minister of

caxporate and consumer affalrs were for-
warded (¢ the Beeney's HR2 Georgetown,
home. The Betler Business Bureau also
forwarded letters to the Beeneys.

The final settlement come nfter severat
manths of negotlations among Bryce
Mackasey, Roy Bennet!, president of Ford of
Canada, Phi! Edmonston president of the
Automoblle Protection Associetlon and
Joelfrey Lyons,

Mr. Lyons sald it was the {irst time the
government was involved in direct mediation
between the consumers and business,

Sandy Beeney said she hopeg class ac-
Hons by consumers against manufacturers of
shoddy goods would be made casler by the
government when parliament reconvenes in
October.

Dispute a misunderstanding,

Home Newspaper of Halton
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Widespread objections
to Oakville United Way

“We may be Halton Hilla, but we're not
hillbillles and we're not stupld," Mary
Simpson of Georgelown's local councl] of
women fold representatives of the Qakville
United Way {OUW) at a mteeting Wednesday.

"Only 36¢c of every dollar goes to the
region and the rest goes to Qakvilla and you
have the nerve to try and come up hers lo

calleet meney for Oakville.” she added.

Resentment of the Qakville Unlted Yay
invading the campalgn territory of Nerth
Halton was made qulte clear by members of
local charitable organizations.

The consensus between Georgetown and
Acton fundraising group members was
summed up by Vic Birston, of the Acton CNIB
and Heart Fund, who sald: “When we go
canvassing door-lo-door, peaple wll] say, |
already gave at work." It's going to make |t
taugher for us, and we don't want It tougher."

OUW campalgn cholrman Terry
O'Connor repcadely asked, “Where are we
going {o get the money?” In reference to

nces necessary lo support reglonal
services used by North Halton residents.

Because of Inaodequate informn tlon, a
second meeting was scheduled for Oct. 2. In
the Interim, Mr., O'Comnor will do (he=
nocessary research to dlescover how much it
conls reglonal services Lo Inelode Grorgetown
in its progroma, :

Based on this data, [pcal fundraising
groups wilk decide If and how Georgetown will
contribute.

"You (QOUW) do not have to collect
money for the reglon,' aaid Marilyn Sun-
nucks, Muscular Dystrophy Aasoclntion
representative for Georgetown.

"You do not have to collect from us for
them. Suddenly the OUW decides just to come
in hfre and do it, but I don't think [ts your

job.,

Une widespread objection to the QUW
was the method used to expond its fun-
draising aren o include Georgetown.

“Perhaps the word Oakville is as
deflamatory as any word printed In the
newspaper,’” sald-Mr. O’Connor, *“some of
you are justifiably angry. We went about [t
the wrong wav—wlthout consultation with
local agencies.”” .

Mr. O'Connor asked frlends in Miton,
Acton, and Georgelown whether they thought
their communities would be receptive to the
OUW. Only Georgetown acquaintances of Mr.
O'Connor’s said yes, so Georgetawn was

designated ea a “pilot project” town. Local
charilable groups were not consulted.

“You uhuu.lcf?mve had the meeting before
not after (sending letters to industries and
press reledses to newspapers},' sald Paul
Farkas of the Georgetown Red Cross.

“The United Way s an intelligent outfit,"
enld Coun. Ric Morrow, “but your approach
was not the beat.'”

A Georgelown resident who asked to
remain anonymous commentied after the
meeting that Mr. O'Connor *“‘should be &n
expert In the fleld of public relations."

A lawyer, he served as Halton MP from
\972-74, was campalgn manager for federa)
PC candidate Flora MocDonsid in 1975, and
this |s hls second year as QUW campgaign
manager afler belng a board member.

Erica Thompson of the Georgetown Red
Cross described the llterature supplled by
Mr. O'Connor intreduclng the local cam-
™ ain,

“The letter to [ndustries did not mention
e United Woy was In Oakville, so its con-
tenis ‘were mislending, and Lthe press release
Aid nat sav UCW in collecting money for the
“¥"" and the Red Crosa and other groups, in
Oakville, not Halton Hills. And [t didn‘t say
ebaul 50 per cent of the money was going to
Oakville community services.”

Mr. O'Connor was unahle to explain why
vilal facts were misalng from press relesses.

“Mr. O'Connor is not 2 dumb man, he's a
smart man,” sald Mrs. Simpson, “and you
got taken" she suggesled to locol QUW
representative Rick Chondler.

Other problems caused by poor com-
munleation and lack of Information was
evident. :

Mr. O'Connor outllned the financial
difflcuity caused last year when o
Georgetown service club did not fulfill thetr
promise lo donate $2,700 to Halton Helping
Hands (LIETLDY

Georgetown Rotary Club President
Gertry Peace apoke up and sald his
organizatlon gave HHH $2,700 In three
cheques, the last one date May, 1978,

Mr DVCooraw whin kald he is “lgvolved"
with HHH, contradicted him.

After th® meeting, Me: Pezce rusfed
hame, and came back with the three cheques

"mads out to and cashed by HHH to show The
Herald. He added the HHH has requested
£3.200 this year.

The destination of tax dollars was

LEWIS TAKES UP SITE F,
VOWS LEGISLATURE DEBATE

NDP Oppostion Leader Stephen Lewls has
told the Tremaine-Britannia Citizen's Graup,
which is opposed to site F as a Halton Landfil
site, that he will take their truggle to the
floor of the leglelature when it resumes.

“There appeur to be alternatives,” Mr.
Lewls said Wednesday after questioning the
goup’s members in the home of Stuart

MeFadden. “There's quite a cose to be

prescnted. I'm really intrigued by it."

He sald the issue "has province-wide

implications.” A survey of a dump at
Stowffville, which had been used without
sulficient foreknowledge, uncarthed several
“conlentlpus issues,'" Lewis sald,

A slrong point for the group was that
Agriculture Mlnister Willlam Newman is
against Site F because of the Joss of 500 acres
of prime farm land but that Environment
Minister George Kerr supports Its use for
landfi}l. Lowis sald.

.. The agricilture ministry *could fight a
rear-guard action,” he said. “We might be
able o persuade them Lo slep into the mat-
ter. ™

“I'd like to sce them win,'” he said.

Mr. Lewis eaid it wos o "persanal
frustration that the “selling of ?0-year
londfill sites’" pushed back research nnd
development on the allernotives of
reclamation and recycling.

He told the group a member of his staff
would come to see them and collect more
documentation.

Mr. Lewis told reporters after the
meeting that an act of feglslature is needed to
protect agricultural land so that "people
must then prove thot land must come out of
ogriculture.” A better land use policy is
nécded, he said. :
Steart McFadden said in an interview after
the meeting thal the oppoaition leader's in-
lerest would posaibly more muscle to the
group’s struggled. But more importantly it
would give accesa to the files of M. M. Dlllion,
Hniidlun’a consulting engineer, McFadden
said,

Mr. Lewis' inlereat was “another llne of
aitack,” McFadden said. -

Mr. Mcfadden sald provincial guidelines
on the locating and management of landfill
sites are needed.

amother subject queationed,

Mrs. Thompson said she was under the
imoression  that onal services were
partially supported tax money, which
means Georgelown already Indirectly con-
tributes to them. ;

Alsc an area of contentlon was the
present origin of OUW funds,

Larmer Brown, OUW president, said
maney is annually “siphoned off” from the
Tarono United Way to the OUW becauss
Oakville 13 a “dormitory” of Toronto,

It's people,” polnied out Georgetown Y™
president Doreen Burt, “If you recongnire
Tarcnle as siphoning from you, when you
came [n here we are belng aiphoned.”
The issue of out-of-town factory
ployeea contributing the Unlted Way at work
Amther romnlisafad the matier.
A study done by Mr. Chandler concluded
about 55 per cent of the peaple who live In
Georgelown do not work in Georgetown. Now,

L they are glving to elther the Oakvifle
Hamilton-Burlington Toronto Unlled Ways,
that meney is used for reglonal services.

; i1 | L L - e
, hd 1 "" N T";Tﬂ.q, ;
By
e, =

em-

Jee— ) ;
i 1 .1.51»1-- i

. PR u!:
\ SR~
1 P P et XN

s S e ettty

SR A Tl |

S, e
b

3 ll-' = T s ’ -"_:-i'-.,". L
145 i * L B L
= b 60 A Lo 1
S e T
Y

ﬂ;ﬁ I'H .".!..-t_-r.'-ll
I

kL iy H
g N T P W
S AR R £ 5
a MLl 3 -..|_ ey

* Yarlirp pron Af T t-"'h?l.u';:q AW P
*y L TR r...j-."-t

'ln.-‘ ) s B E f" .,

] : el PR

: A

L

g v i LM
i h .',.'-:hﬁ:-l".

y

’ ﬂ'
lnl

Mr. O'Conner sald it would be difficult if

nt Impossible to find out how many
Georgetown residents glve to the QUW and
TUW at work.

i how many

Untll Mr. O'Connor presents the figures
Georgetown people use regiona)

scrvices and how much it costs for them to do
83, no move wlll be made to deduct donations
from local Induatrial employees as QUW

ordginally planned.

“Judging by the response from industry,

this is futile,” said Mr. Chandler *'people
“'An industrial campalgn is not Industry,-have talked to them, and they were

.. . but it was undertaken with thnﬂ

of intentions,"
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UNITED WAY

FOR HALTON HILLS ?
See Poge 13
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WINNER !

Nell Young of Georgetown rounds rounds a curve
at 5t. Jovite, Que. on his way to a win.
For details see page 16

1,145 Underenrolmenf,
school teachers pooled

An underenrolment of 1,145 elementary
puplis in Hallon schocls has resulted n a 25
teacher surplus, it was revealed st board of
educatian meeting Thursday,

The 25 teachers have been pocled for
supply teachers purposes and to fill vacan-
cies created by the resignation and
relirement of other controcted teachers
between now and December,

Based on profections made st the
begirning of the calendar year, board of-
ficials were surprised to flnd only 31,311
children reported for September classes.

"We can’t staff schoala In Seplember, we
have to hire in January, February and March
based aon projections,” Emmerson Lavender,
the board's directer of education said,

"We're ususally accurate, but this year

developer says

as region stalls in bid to remove services

An altempl by Haltan Region to
disconnect water services to a 40-unit
townshouse development on Maple Avenue
may be a mleunderstending, both the
developer and town officlals fold The Herald.

Last week reglona)l lic works com-
mitiee ordered a sectionof the water services
to the Galaxy Holdings development, enst of
Mounlelnview Road, removed to prevent the
developer from reconnecting service.

Al Pltuttl, owner of the development, said
In & telephone interview with The Herald
Monday that he hopes to resolve the matier
within o week. He has asked Lo atiend the
next meeling of the council.

“It appears the problem started back In
1974 when the region came into force and
the overiap,'’ he saia. “The reglon was not
set up to handle water and sewers and I en-
Into an agreement wijth the local town

"“There's a Iack of communication bet-
ween what happened and what should have
happened,” Mr. Piluttl sald,

A check with the Halton Hills municipal
ollice shows that a schedule attached to the
subdivislon agreement sppears to call for the
provision of services :uE
;ndln agreed Internal and external servichiy

i

But a section of the agreement calling for
A security bond covering the Installation of
services was pot approved,

ecl {o Jocal bylaws

Tawn planner Marlo Vendittl explained
that councll approved the subdivisen
agreement In September, 1974, when the
regicnal engineering department was stil] not
functloning.

e could not explain why the sectlon
covering the security bond was deleted.

Following the approval of the ngreement
the plan was submitied to all agencles for
oppraval of both 8 rezonlng and an official
plan amendment. This was not completed
until 1975, During that time no changes were
requested of the developer. The region waa
required lo approve of ﬂz'm nclions,

Regiona]l manager of engineering
planning and development, Ray Cripps sald
Monday he did not belleve Halton Hills would
enter Inlo an agreement in 1974 because
water services became = reglon respon-
albllity on Jan. 1, 1974 when Halton Region
was formed,

Mr. Venditti sald the negatlationa took
place in mid 1974.

Mr. Cripps confirmed that no actlon has
been taken to remove n section of the water
line because some purchasers of the con-
dominimum units have airendy token up
realdence.

Mr. Crlp*.a satd “'it is wrong to penalize
the reaiderts™ and confirmed that the order
+y the works committee wan designed to
jrevenl resldents frem moving in.

He sald the problem surrounding the

development's waler services is the ministry
of environment's approval of the external
waler maln.

Nir. Pilutti Installed a alx inch maia from
an four Inch “and there's not a great deal of

vilve” In thai, he sald.

Mr. Pllutll, who cowd not atiend the
works commitice becouse of buslness
commilimenta, had asked Coun. Ernle Sykes
to seek a deferment of the matter. Coun. Bil}
Mason said that "'if he (the daveloper) was
Intereated he would be here.”

The reglon is seeking a six Inch main
along Maple Avenue because it does not
believe the existing four Inch malo is
adequate to support the development.

Reglonal works director Bob Moore snid
last week (hat o reglatered letter was sent to
Mr. Piluttl notifying of disconnectton, bul Mr.
Ptlutd refused to accept the letter he said.

“This {a a shocking, Magrant disregard
for the lawn," Halton Hills Coun. Dick Howitt
sald. “Halton Hilla shouwld not even be
responslble {or 30 per cent of the elx lnch
maln because the four Inch maln (s adequate
for exiating houses.”

He sald Mr, Pilutlt should also be required
lo Inatall a second fire hydrant, but Mr.
Pllutl sald that conversatlons with varlous
officials Indicate that no firm ast of guidelines
are avallable, _

He feels his fire hydrant Is locsted within
the atandards of the Underwriler's

Laboratories nnd adequate for
develppment,

Mr. Crippa however, sald the location of
the hydrant must be within 250 feet of the rear
of the development,

Mr. Mason argued that any requlrement
for payment of services and provisiona of
plans for servicing are not worth the paper
they are written on.

“He'll just thumb his nose at us and tum
the water back on,” he sald. "Then he'll start
occupancy next week and the negotfations
will be over. We should go In and tear up his
work.”

In additon to seeking the upgrading of the
walterline ot a cost of $10,900 the committee is
seeking restitution for enginsering fees and a
depoait of §2,500 lor relocating a fire hydrant
and manhole until the work i» carried out to
the satlsfaction of the region and the Halton
tHills flre department,

While the committee felt it could order
the removal of the waler services last week,
the remaining recommendatlons must come
before councl! for ratification next week.

Mr. Pllultt zays 40 resldents will be
moving in within three doys and he's “upset
about the bad publicity.”

He gald that he would be happy to deposit

the monles roquired by the region In court
kinl gkt fo sew If he has to pnﬂ it. “because

they arechanglog the rules

the

ay throogh." the board. The Halton Elem

we were miles off ™ A

Twenty-four Ualton sclools are affected)
by the cutback in tea' 4 staff.

Orlglnel projec... . jor Seplemben
enroliment were mad: on the basls of lomes:
completed or under construction (n Nilton,.
Acton and North Burlington early n thetyear,
he said.

But many of those homes, he added, are.
still for sale or under canstruction. The board!
survey carller this year showed 703 singlec
family homes available for pcetpancy.

“We have no idea what happened to the -
population in Halton in the past 12 mogths,"”
Mr, Lavender said. *“The reglenal chairmean,
Allan Masson, last week in a speech to the
Cakville Chamber of Commerce, sald Jabor
can’'t move into Halton because the prida of
housing is too high."

Cost of poaling the surplus teachers will
come from the board's supply tea¢hing:
budget and should amount to nbout $150,000
by the end of December, finonce superin-
tendent Bruce Lindley aaid.

He said the reductlon in teaching staff
will not have any affect on the provineial
granis to Halton, Mr. Lindley explalned that
Halton a¢t an operating budget about’ §3
mitllon below provincial ceilings this yhar
and the increased per pupil cost will be ab-
sorbed by the difference,

"What this means,” he sald during a
treak In the meeting, "Is that the per papil
cost will rise from about $1,170 to nbout $5%90
per pupll.”

The ndjustments for teachers are based
o the pupil-teacher ratlo of 24.5:1 et by
board policy. Sixteen of the teachers are on
first year contracts,

It Is expected thal belween 28 and-33
resignations and retirements will octur
belore the end of the year,

[nstruction superintendent John Befeh
sald the board “first consldered whether the
leacher is on o probationary contract and
how many years they have been In the Haltén
ﬂllfm..."

“But we also consldered the needs of the
achool,” he added. “'If there was only one
muslc teacher in a school who was new, we'd
rnveAi? Femoye someone clse."

ments were made {
consultatlon with school principals, My,
Bolch said. : '

Al Wilsan head of the Hallon Public
School Men's Teschers Federation, said the

re-assignments were arrived at followingg.
meetiAgs Sept. 13 botwoen the federation and'
Schoal
Teachers Federation was also Involved.




