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Downtown
businessmen

oppose new

~ Planning board rmhlnd A
oourt hearing Tuesday when
representatives ﬁl plriit:
:mfiuenced bv

E-"t.'ml sn-mhf:mmm

D tion waa vuiced
Ralph Fletcher, on behalf of
. the Downtown Buslnessmen's
Association {DBA} gzna Tim
Bates, legal adviser for the
Georgetown  branch 1:-!
Loblaws.

Like developer Al Pilutt,
l.tnlg defended their pmltiam
with the sincerity and vigor of
men oan trial.

. Planning beard members,

Eke an cbservant jury, quiaﬂy
abscrbed the relayed In-
Exrmation,

Coun. Ern Hyde recom-
mended the plaza lasue be
deferred for a two week
period, during which time the
planning department and
~developer will prepare a
presentation on the proposed

Eﬂn to the DBA end Loblaw's

er. Unanimously this
muﬂuu was carried,

““We aré  not closed-
minded," zatd Mr. Fletcher on
behall of the DBA. "If we can
change our minds by justifying

& nnﬁl fﬂr the plaza, well and.

good...
The application for the

proposed ploze will not be
mhmlttcd to the Ontario
Municipal Board (OMB) until
lollowing a special meeting
town planner Mario Vandltll
said.

He explained that |f
necesahry the application,
accompanied by objections,
will be sent to the OMB.

“"With the number of
businesses in {own now, no one
B getting rich . ﬂ'}m expand
the commercial area it will
lxt what we already have in
town," Mr. Fletcher aaid, “I
don’l think you want dewnlown
end the strip plazas w die, and
that’s what will happen if you
continne to remcne land for
canmercial properly, ' he
said. “Some stores mlu‘m

ard in the plaxa have already -

closed, and from ogur in-
vul]puun there Is no need for
more stores,”'

He zald what Georgetown
does need is a. theatre and
mnnu indusiry, "'so people can

ive here and support houses
and families here."

Coun. Ric Morrow {eels “the
DBA should take the opposite
view "

He listed a major food store
and automotive dealership s
the main componenis of the
proposed plaza, and pointed
at they would not be com-

titors of downtown

lnessmen. .

"“The feeling fram the public
regresents a demand and need
for another large food store
operntor o settie In
Georgetown,”” Mr. Morrow
sald.

“In the back of my mind, 1
inow where my wile and
ncighbers shop | . . it's like old
bome week for Gtorgtiuwn al
Shopper's World {(a plaza in
Brampton). Il there was
higher commercial
development more people
would shop in Georgetown.”

“The major expenditure ls
food and if people buy food
here, they will buy everything

¢y wouldn't drive 15
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plaza

miles for shoes because it's
uneconomical,” Mr. Morrow
said.

“But if they go to Bramplon
to buy food, they are golng to
B0 through the gambit of stores
there—including ahoe stares,”
he sald

Mr. Morrow said he thinks
the dewntown business area
should be modemlzed and a
major food store constructad
a Guelph Street

“We don't need more atri
plazas,™ Mr. Fletcher said.
“They're going to be a boner to
the town. We need o theatre
and a closed mall and I don't
ic;:;e if there are 10 shoe stores

t i

He added that “Geargetown
has a huge Loblaws, large
A&P, good 1GA, and It is the
unanlmous npiniun of the
downtown merchants
assoclation that we don't need
amlher iood store

“That's your opinlen,” sald
Mr Morrow.

Developer Al Pllutti aaid,
‘“We hove evidence to sub
stantiate our findings that 53
percent of the people of
Georgetown shop out-of-town,
50 we need onother super-
market,””

He recommended to counct)
thal a presentation be made to
the merchants highlighting
“the beneflcial nspects to all
citizens" of & new plaza,

His motlon was passed later
"in the meeting after Coun,
Hyde reintroduced it.

On behalf of Loblaws, Mr.
Bates gutlined (he ﬂbjcctir-m
already presented to councll
mlét'.; and in letter Iﬂlnn!

i pers go to the large
rmim?l centres {ar the [ull

convenierice of shopping there, -

and the proposed centre
would not attract those
shoppers because of Its limlted
commercial capacitly and
space.”” he said,

The proposed development
is “‘unnceasary’’ and
“premature’” because “there
is no concrete evidence that It
will succeed,”” Mr. Bates said.

Coun. Rie Morrow pointed
out the expansion of Loblaws
indlcated an increased neoed
for more lood shopping
facllities in G-eorgeluwn and
ucstioned whether “ancther
large food store (does) not
reflect competition and the
free markets."”’

“If people want to invest
maney in another food store
why shouldn't they be given
the opportunity to try it?"

Mr. Batles echoed the ppinlon
of the DBA that supermarket
shovplng in Georzetown Ls
adequate, and volced concem
m.ul another food store may

nol achleve success,

“It's not your business—
you're not puting up the
capltal to build the store,” Mr.
Morrow sald. “'Leblaws
doesn’t want to give up the
singular monopolis tic ability it
has in the traingle.”

He pointed out Loblows had
opposed other commercial
developments in the past.
“Loblaws doesn’'t want
competition, is that what
you're saying?"' he asked Mr.
Hates,

Bates suggested, “'Council
sould look at the situation
seriously concerning the
viability of future develop

ment.” He said there was no
necd to rehash the objectlons

raleed by his client In a letter
to council. .
““©Mr. Fletcher, 1 think
you've gol the idea we are
opposing the downtown
tusinessmen, and that's not
true,” said Coun. Hyde.
"We want to cooperate with
you directly and indirectly to
see the proposed develapment
in more detall and we'll try to
iron it out to the best for
everyone, and
specifically best for the town
and the long ronge future of
the town."
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Georgetown

Barry Griffiths
tleft} mnd Laurie Jooes,

presldent of the Halton Fleld Naturalists,

Dirty laundry discussed at
police commission

Halton's police com-
missloners don't want to be
taken to the cleaners by the
pollce association’s 198
uniformed and 38 plain-
clothed members.

Following the advice
Thuraday of Pollice Chlefl Ken
Skerrett, the Commisslon
delayed epproving a tender
fam for cr cleaning pollce
clothes.

The issue is whether the
three shirts supplied as part of
the unlform should be laun-
deved at the expense of the
region or the (ndividual. The
commissioners believe the
podice should wash their own
dirty shirts,

As well, the commizsion
wanls to change its method of
re¢mbursing the association
members. Previously they

were pald in advance on a chit
systemn “‘cumberseme’’ Lo
manage, Skerrett said,

Commission choirman Glen
Magnuson said the com-
mission should pay the dry
cleaning bills after the clothes
have been cleaned.

Qukville Mayor Harry

Barrett said the pollce shou'd
wash their dirty shirts at home

meeting
or lake them (o the clenners
themselves, rather than the
palice commission paying for
defivery to the station or the
paliceman's home.

Police chiel Skerrett, who
will meet with the police
nssocinlion, told the com-
misloners ''the nssoclation
wants more than what's shown
here (in the tender form)."

Local band on TV show

Eclipse 0 Georgetown rock
band will do a three hour
concert for the firat Canadlan
telethon to raise money for
muscular dystrophy.

Sponsored by the Brampton-
Bramalea (irefightera, the
telethon will run from 3 p.m.
Sept. 25 through 3 p.m. Sept.

28. It wlll be filmed live by
Roger's Cable Televislon,
channel 10, ot the Lester B,
Poarson theatre in Bramalea

Clvic Centre, 150 Central Park
Drive, Bramalea.

Eclipae will perform {rem 4
a.m. to 7 o.m. Sunday,

Short growing season in Arctic,
speaker tells naturalists

The faces of the Arctie, both
human and natural, were the
subject of o siide show at the
seazon's firsl meeling of the
Halton Fleld Naturaliats
Tuesday al Harrizon School.

About 50 people watched
slides shot by Barry Griffiths
of Noble Court, Georgetown, It
was the lprgest turnout for
some time, said club
president, Laurie Jones.

Mr. Griffitha, a scheol
principal in North York, has
visited the Arctic for four
summers, two with the nir
force reserve and two 0s o
guide. He is a former president
of the Ontario Federatlon of
Naturallsts and past editor of
Young Naturalist mogazine.

sStarting with sildes of the
face of the land from the
shores of Hudson Bay west to
Bathurst Inlet and north from
the tree line lo Resolute Boy
and Grles Fyord, Canada's

Open for Your
Dining Pleasure

most northerly settlement,
Griffiths then moved lo the
liny human seltlements in the
region.

Although he showed no slides
of the traditlonal igloo, It
always belng summer and
from 45 to B85 degrees
Fahrenheit, Griftith's slides
showed Inult people lving in
tents, wooden houses,
polygonal structures and In
Cne case an  entlrely
prefabricated village complete
with its own school, hospital,
electric esystem ‘and  un-
derground telephone system
for local calls,

Remnins of stone buildings
with whalebane rafters, which
were roofed with caribou
skins, Mr. Grlifitha =also

pholographed the structures of -

Inult who came from
Greenland 800 years ago as
well as burlpl graunds,

The permafrost prevents

burial in the ground, Grifflths
explained, and the Inuit cover
their dead with stones. In some
cose the dead were fust put on
the ground with an empty cup
for the epirit’s use in the af-
terworld.

He showed.one. burla] spot
h%eutlmutad as belng 30 years
ol

Same people belleve that the
Arctie I3 covered with flowers
In the summer, Mr. Griffith
said, but that's not the case,

“The growing season iz very
short,” he sald, “three to five
days. You've got lo be [n the
right place at the right time."

In the Arctic, because of the
short season and harshness of
the climate, the tallest plant is
often only four Inches high.
Grifliths sald the Mowering
fireweed, which can grow to
Tve foet Iu Ontario, there
reaches o helght of one-half
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ineh.
Mr. Griffiths showed aerial
views of a 60,000 head carlboy

herd and a school of 4.000
Belgua whales as well ns shots

of lemmings, ground

and numerous birds including
the rare Ivory gull, which has
only two known nesting areas
in North Ameri~a.

‘While In the Inuit met-
tlements, Mr. Grifliths
photographed the faces of the
Inhabilants from that of the
traditiona]l hunter, to the
sculpior, the women in hand.
mnde clothea, and chldren
with husky pupa

Sled lingn are t:rmaldered by
the Inuit merely as beasts of
burden now, Mr. Griffiths sald
and with the appearance of the
snowmobiles in the Arctic, are
kept only for their fur which is
used te trim garments,

“You'd gocrazy If you had to
live all year in a carlbou
outfit,” Griffiths said,
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