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A RECORD? WELL, IT'S

GLORIA SARGENTholds what may just bea onc displayed above which weighs 10 pounds,
record size cauliflower grown In her Caledon HMounces. It has a diameter of 143 inches and

garden. Mrs. Sargent received the sceds for

the plant from her mother, Mrs. Antonlo Zillo This was Mra. Sargent's first attempt at
of Terra Cofto and grew six normal size growing cauliflower and she fully expects ta

be eating it come the spring.

Loss af.volunfee;s claimed
if non-profit groups taxed

couliflowers in her garden in addition to the

An ndverse affect on the quality of 1ife in
sorne communitles would be the result of cne
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the stock of the plant is 2'; inches across.

long In the organizatlon if they came
criginally for Involvement with the youth,

of the Ontario government's proposed JDeacon told the Herald outside the meeting

reforms of the preperly tax system, the
cominisslon heard last weck ln Brampton.

Briefs from the Boy Scouts of Canada and
the Burlington Family YMCA were delivered
which emphasized the difficultles
organizations dependant on volunteers face
in having to pay or apply annually for a grant
Lo relieve (axes,

in Ontarlo about 30,000 volunteers
provide annually about nine milllon hours of
time to 100,000 Boy Scouts of Canada, said
Don M. Deacon of the provinclal council of
Ontario Scouts.

If scouting and *'all the services of the
numerous agencles were to be token over by
the government, there would undoubtedly be
8 vast increase of coata for the same ser-
vice"”, he sald, “and it [s queationable if the
cowld be delivered with the same efficlency
and effectlveness as ls supplled by the
dedlentled volunteer at no coat to the com-
munity ",

Volunteers whose elforis had to be

directed fo fundralsing or negotiating with
counclis for tax rellef would not Ilkely remaln

room.

The Boy Scouts recommended the
governmen! provide for assessment of
property Lo 30 or 35 per cent, sufficient to pay
for pratective or praperty services, that the
provincial government provide grants lo
municlpalitiea to cover the property services
and that Il any scouting and other similar
ogenciea hodling property are to be taxed, the

‘provincial government pay the tax on these

properties,

The Burllngton Family YMCA direclor
David R. Vickers told the commisslon that
outside of an Increasingly difficult annual
grant to get out of councll the arganization
had only membershlp and program fecs and
a possible grant from the Unlted Way to meet

Y rising coals,

Increased cosls through toxallon and
decrease in grants means volunteers “wil] be
gradunlly forced into working with only those

that can nfford the services rather than

praviding services for all the people of our
community."

Millions saved in taxes

by separate, private schools

Dufferin-Peel separate schaol board
chalrman Rober! Hall aays the economy and
education syslem can be beat served by
retaining tax exemption for private schogls.

Milllons of dollars annually are saved by
the government and pr y lax payers
bocause thousands of Ontarlio students ore
oducaied at private expense, Hall esid.

He told the property lax referm com-
miasion that should the scheol boards be
farced to pay property tax then gronts should
be made avallable to cover the tax.

A brlef prepared by the Peel board of
education sald that “if school boards are to
retaln autotonomous characteristics and
sccompanying responsibility, then a share of
the coat must come from the local taxpayer.”

“The Impact oo the local taxpayer ia

uised if the source of our revenue Is
emssentlally derived from the province in the
form of gronts,” the report says,

Peel educatlon offtcials also noted taxation
could result |n redliced program content
Imprevements.

HGiven the nature of celllngs on grants and
other controls, we are sceptical there will ba
te relle! from the incrensed cosis,”

the board belleves.

Tax reforms also thresten the use of
schools as community focal points for such
activiles as senior cilizen centres, church
services and wedding receptions, the brief
adds,

Mr. Hall added that the distrlbution of
Lxxes to school boards on any bania other than
axollment ls not consistent with the 1853
Separats School Act In force at the time of

Confederation.

He sald the government's reforms would

ste less taxes for separate school

o for publlc school boards which ‘‘would

Immediately place separate school boards at
an even greater lax lavy disadvantage.”

Mr. Hall suggested elther pooling corporate
sssessmient and shoring on the ration of

enrofments or re-instating o grant would be
necded {o erase the Inequily.
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WHAT WAS SAID AT PROPERTY TAX REVIEW HEARINGS

Proposals sound but caution urged

Proposals for property tox reform In
Ontario are "sound and will meet the stated
objectives,”” a report prepared by Halton
Reglon trensurers soyy.

But the five treasurers, one each from
aren municipalities and from the reglon, also
Jrges cautious optimlsm because snalysis of
specifle proposals “is difficult becouse of the
lack of detail supplied.”

‘The six-page report, presented to the
regional administration commitiee Inst week
and subject to ratification a! regional councll
todoy (Wednesday), was presented lo the
commission during publle hearings hed In
Brampton lost week.

Reglon treasurers said they *“'feel that the
shift of the tax load within the resldentisl
cotegory will In many instances be qulte
dramatic, particutarly In those areas where
ne¢ form of repssessment has occurred in
recent yeors."

The commlasion's stated objeclives
which were contained In the provincial
budget brought down in April are:
~—{0 establish an nppropriate distribution of

LOSE

tax burden among clesses of real property:
—to achleve a more neutral  business
nasesament rate; and

—to broaden the local tax base by removing
exemptlions.

"While the tax reform !prﬂpmui makes
reference lo & phaaing ln of the tax change
occuring over a mmber of years, ...(this will)
indoubtedly be one of the major problem
nreas unless handied extremely carefully,"
the reporl says,

Regional treaurer Don Farmer said the
full extent of the tax shift in Halton will not be
realized until new assessment figures are
available from the province. Those flgures,
he added, should be relensed sometime this
weok.

“We have made a speclfic comment in
our brief,” he said, "and we understand this
request has been made in other similar
circumsatance and has always been favorably
recelved by the commission, that we be
permitted to flle an additional brief after we
recelve our assessment figures and apply the
recommendations to these figures.”

Tbe administration commitiee Inat week
approved the draflt report subject lo
ratiflcatlon by reglonal council toeday
(Wednesday).

Committee members also wish [urther
information on the report's recommendation
for exemption of property held by charitable
and non-proflt organizations.

"It is expected that taxing lodges, duba,
ond sasociations could mean the municipality
will recelve more requests for grants and
could have the effect of reducing the benefit
of the tax,"” the report adds.

“We can forsec this creatlng much dif-.
ficulty and extra work at budget times for
locnl counells.™

‘The report also questions whether the net
effect of provineial reforms may be a
rediction In the amount of grants available.
This may adversely affect schoa! board
programs for acqulsition of future school-
sites, which would be taxed while laying
vacant.
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"Lien on property inevitable,”
Esquesing spokesman charges

A spokeaman for the South Esquesing
Landowners Assoclatlon charged Thumsday
that provineial proposals for property tax
reform on farmiand “locks like a lien on
property i= In evitable,”

Rodney Pinkney, speaking for the 70-
member organizatien, told the commission
on property tax reform [ost week thal bel-

- ween the federal government allowing food

impoerts and the provinclol government
“trying to extroct our lands from us
farmers are caught in o double bind.”

He charged the provincial government
with siriding toward socialism in its proposal

to make [armers liable for back taxes over a

10 year period, plus any accrued interest, if
the land i® sold for purposes other thaon

agriculture.

Several farmer groups uppeared before
the commission during s sitlings In
Brompton and without exceplion criticized
the commission for helding hearings during
the busiesl time of the year.

A commlasion spokesman sald the ap-
pearnnce of all rural Interest groups made
the hearings the most lively ¢f any of the
previous 12 sittings.

Mr. Pinkney sald it s *political licence"
to call what comes from llens on property a
“lax referm.”’

“T o place a permanent major lien on
Cntarlo farmlands ia major step to
socialism," he said.

LACK OF INFORMATION

Mr. Pinkney sald the government is not
providing encugh Infermatlen on taxaticon to
the public and urged coution of *“‘people
bearing gilts™, the Impression glven by the
proposals being deboged by the commixaion.

Mike MeQuaid, a spokesman for the 200-

member Mayfield Landownerz Associstion
‘rmed the government move regressive and
“could easlly be the first step to locking
farmers into their farms in o0 manner akin to
the serfdom of the Middle Ages."

Halton Federation of Agriculture {HFA)

representatives questioned the purpose of the

. orgonlzation, the Ontatio

revined tax struclure and the subsequent
effect on rights.of ownership.

Tom Foster queationed also the concept
of tnking market! value o9 a tax basls for land.
He sald there is no relationship between the
value of land for ngriculture and market
vilue.

HFA is meetlng with the commisaion In
Kilchener, Oct. 1, where it will flle a formal
brief. The HFA |2 also meeting with its parent
Federation of
Agriculture, on the questions ralsed by tax
reform.

Commisgzion chairman Wiills Blair
slressed that the 50 per cent rebate pald for
farm taxatlon wlll remaln, but there will be
no ellmination of the land speculation tax.

DIFFERING ABSESSMENT

te sald that consideration will be given to
assesament of houses on lots differlng from
countryslde totown, Farm homes do not have
amenitics like water and sewer that town
homes do,” he said.

Out buildings and bams will be defined as
farm, Mr. Blalr sald. :

Mr. McQuold sald the method of
aazessing market value on a farm’s worth is
“inadequate.”

*The antleipated economic relurn would
depend on the Individual's capabllities,
management, attentlon to farming, the in-
tenslfication of the farming operation, the
(inancinl support the prevalling interest rates
and even the extent of the repaymenta,’ he
aajd.

"'[t would nlso be related to the amount of
productive land and the morket conditions,"
he added. .
" STROKE OF PEN

He wommed that ehould the proposal for
back taxation be opplled to sale of farmland
then it becomes "o mere atroke of the pen to
eliminate the 10 year recapture period or to
provide thal the recapture (of back Laxes)
takes olace upon a sale even to another
farmer inatead of the cessation of farming."

As Untario larms are ot a “significant
compoetitive disndvantage In relation to

Norval farmer urges
productivity taxation

Farmers should be taxed on their
productivity like the rest of society rather
than on the amount of land they hold, a
Nervaol landowner and part-tlme farmer told
the property tax referm commission Thur-
sdoy.

Peter Branch also said that mulllple
famnily dwellings should be taxed o a
“Famlly wnit baals."

“The sccond or more fomlly escopes
paying services, especlally school tax,”
Branch sald. “Ench famlly unit should pay
their falr share of taxes,"

Branch questioned that applylng market
value to agricultural land would provide a
realistic wvolue of any particwar form's
cconomic aperation,

‘1 suggest that markel volue be removed
from the recommendation and substituted by

i

the term ‘productivily value',” Branch sald.
Rather than a fixed land and buildings value
tax base,”’ the simpleat and moat caskly
adminlatered syatem Is to assess larm tax on
the productivily of the enterprise through an
Inceme lax or business tax..." :

Like many other farmers, Branch, who
with hls wife has n %0 head cow-calf

operation and 200 head of eheep and ralse all

their own feed on about 120 acres, s opposed
to the provincial government paying any

share of form property toxes.

A provislon of the property tax reform

would have the farmer make payable to the .

government 0l the taxes paid up (o ten years
plus interest If the and is sold for use other
ithan agriculturul,

Farmers say that in ten years thot would

amount to the government ewning the farma,

it Is “most unfalr and unjust,”” Banch
mid. "Where else does soclely Impose a
condition which moy be beyond the owner's
control, and yet he has lo pay?”

Branch said he was not opposed to the
minclple of property tax reformi but to its
conditions and sdministration.

“Farming ond lts production of food and
fibre has reached the epltome of frustrallon
for those engoged In actively working the
land,” Branch said.

Greater concern must be shown to the
farmer's problems, especlally {axation, “if
Ontario farmers are to continue to produce an

shundapce of high qualily cheap food, at
times below o reallstic cost of productlon.”

Branch alse told the commission that as
long as farmera muat dea] with four Jevels of
government and several hundred groupa
within governments, “the issue of agriculture
will never be setiled. Agriculture In Onlarlo
md Canada needs one pollcy and one
ngency,”’ he sald,

The problem of & productivity tax,
Branch told the commisslon during a
queation perlod, Is that it would vary from
farm to farm. [norder for a farmer to pay for
services, such as (lre and police protection,
ronds and schools, there may have to be a
buEn tax as wellas o productivity tax, Branch
gaid.

However, educatlon tax should not be
based on land although other services are,
Branch sald.

Educatlon tax should be based on family
units rather than dwellings, Branch sald.

Need info:
board

The Helton board of education plans to
prepare a briefon the government’s proposed
tax reform which would force school boards
[o pay property taxes, n board apokesman

d Monday.

Superintendent of property, Bruce
Lindley said they were walting for detalled
Information from the ministry which they
wrote away for ten days ago.

After the board has an opportunity to

analyze the properiies in Halton involved and

its nssesament, Lindley sald they will complle
o report (o submlt to the commission at thelr
October meeting In Hamllton.

"We're atill trying to find out what It all
means," sald Lindley, “Right now there |s
not enough information rele~eed to form an
opinion."

The isaue of making school boards pay
property tox did not surprise Lindley becouse

he sald: "It has been under conslderation by

the province for about four years.”

Halten Separate Schoel Board Director
Qlifl Burne was unavallable for ¢omment

Monday and Tuesday.
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imported [oodstuff{s,” Mr. McQuald eaid,
“farms cannol afford to be taxed on the bosis
of values which are lrrelevan! to farming
mlil

His associalion objects to the suggestion
that In valuing farm residences one deems an
artificial land severance to have been ac-
complished when in fact it does not exist.

“By such a device the actunl value of the
total property would be significantly
extggerated where o farm s located In the
shadow of urban development,' Mr.
MeQuald said.

“Having regard to the sirict provinclal
poliey on respect to indlscriminate land
severances, Lhe farm and the farmers would
be severely penalize,"" he added.

BOOKWORMS Donna Brown and Susan
Masson recelved outstanding honors In
Georgetown Library's Summer Reading
Olymplcs. Donna read #4 books while Susan
tied with Mike Long for finlshing the quotao!
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“Although taxes paid by school boards
may be sllowed es a subsidizablo expense, it
may meaen little or no Increase in overall
grant, particularly with the trend toward
establishing ceilings on grants."

Halton Region is alag concerned about
the effect on tultion fees charged by private
schools taxed under the proposal.

Busineas taxes pa now levied are In many
cases ''difflcult to collect and administer,"
the brlel sintes, adding that all business
properties, bo taxed at 150 per cent, 100 per
cent for property and 50 per cent for buslhess
taxes.'

“We {eel It not inaquitable to the owtier to
be responsible and that the businees tax can
be included in the rental rate as - !s the
property tax."”

The provincinl proposal to raise business
taxes to 50 per cent could “ralse the cost of
essential goods through an increased tax load
wuuﬂnl the tax load on such pon-
easen products as those prodiced
distifleries, for example.” "

» The report cautlons that retall business
taxation under the single rate would increase
{o 50 per cent from 30 cent while the rate
for distilleries would decrease to 50 per cent
from 140 per cent.

Halton is also concerned over proposals lo
tax golf clubs at 100 per cent of market value
which "could force many 1o cease ting
ond to develop land...particularly when the
courss has become surrounded by urban
development.” :

Hallon also expresses concern over the
comparison of tax revenues shawn by o test In
Niegara Reglon. The brief states: ““The in-
formation given from Nlagara Reglon is very
limited and gives only the suppased increase
in revenue." '

The brief also lnbels “misleading" the
E:tﬂn;lﬂl catimate of $15.2 mllion greater

n the present tox levy when pro
reforms are used, proposed

"“While thearetically carrect, [t does tend
to be somewhat misleading as the overal)
sources of revenue have not increased Lo any
exlent as they are offset by reduction of
provinclal grants in other areas, increased
school coats, and posslble increpses In
municipal budgets for such expenditures aa
grants (o charitable aorganlizations.

Froposals for recovery of provinclal
taxes pald on farma over the past 10 years are
not delinitely stated In the provinclal budget
and mseveral questlons remaln unanswered,
the bfief adds.

The Halton brief poses the questions: on
whal basis is an adjustment for poszible tax
recovery made at the time of sale of a farm?
And, is it possible that a land holding
developer could be glven a “substantial free
tax glft?"'.

12 books first. Each receives a l;.ll:-:i'lplinn to
Owl magazine. Pictured centre is head of

Gﬂl}ﬁtﬂ*n library's children's department
Wendy Egerton. i -
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