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Too much

Too fast. Last week's one vote
decision by council to ﬁn ahead with
the P!anmng and tendering eof the
town's $500,000 municipal complex
was made too fast.

Counctiliors, seeing that they
themselves were not strongly com-
mitted either for or against the

oject, should have held back on the
ird reading o the bill to give the
people a chance to express their

feelings on the expenditure. -

it's too much money to be spent
on too contentious an issue at too
tenuous 8 point in the town's still
early history. And to make iton a one
vole majority, with two councillors
not present, that’s not acting
responsibly on behalf of the town’s
taxpayers.

Where was the exlensive finan-
cial report treasuger Ray King was
suppozed to present to council? It was
supposed to outline just where all the
money was going to come from to pay
for the expensive project.

All it seemed to do was point out
that $600,000 in municipal debentures
is ready and waiting for the town to
pick up if and when it needs it.

Councillors should have been
given a list of municipal properties
that can be sold and--realizing that it
would only be a guestimate--some
idea of the amount of money that
could be raised through that means,

Viewpoint

It may have required a little more
ime to carry out but it would have
better explained what’s in store for
the town's taxpayers. Coundillors are
no further ahead now than before
asking for the report. That's not
acting responsibly.

And what about the matter of

iorities? How does this green light
or the new town hall affect the
repairs to the old Georgetown
Memorial Arena or--in even more of
an uncertain state--the badly needed
addition to Georgetown’s library
facilities?

For no other reason than good
public relations it would be wise for
councillors to finally stand up and
give an accounting of the lbrary

oject. Where is it gaing? How's the
inancing coming aleng”

There’'s been a great deal of
behird the scenes work going on and
from the few reports that we've heard
it appears that any news the coun-

cillors would be presenting would be
good news.

So why not teil it? Hopefully it's
not guinff to be a tidy election tidbit
be tossed out when it's

that wil
politically advantageous.

Why are we rushing into this?

Well according to the architects, if we
don't get a hussle on we may not be
able to get construction going this {all

or winter. For the few weeks that it
will mean it seems like a small gun to
be putting to our heads.

A column about

thorns and roses

By GERRY LANDSROROUGH

This week Viewpoint tosses up & thoms
and rosea column to be awarded as follows:

(ne large bouquet of thorns to the con-
ributions of the Rand report - that suggestsa
that alcoholics can resume social drinking.
Most alcoholics can think up encugh excuses
to drink on their own time without so-called
experis backing them up with o “don't be
chiped by the ¢old A A. routine.”

Alcoholism like diabetes is o lifelong
condition. Many alcoholics have a body
chemizstry that makes alcohel & diinite toxic
subslance - can diabetics go back to eating a
few cream puffs withoul effect? What we
meed in this country is o lot less experts
reporta and a whole lol more of good old
fashion common sense,

Wy

More thorms to that man about town
exhlbitionist lawyer F. Lee Bailey, He's
booking for a new trin] for Ms. Patty Hearst.
His immortal words go as follows [ guess
dhe is doing as well as can be expected. Bul it
i going tougher and tougher for her in there -
to be o celebrity at prison is damn tough.”
Sort of gets to you doean't it? Maybe we could
all send her a cheer-up note, alter all she's
st acrazy mixe ! up kid irylng to de her own
thing., It would appear that Mr. Bailey is
singled handedly trying to prove that right
and wrong has nothing to do with it it's just
the loopong green-stuff that matters.

A bouquet of roses - big red ones - to
George McCleary o trustee on the Meiro
Barad of Educatlon for the following. I
scems lhe Metro School Boards finonce
commiltlee accepled o 375,000 statement for
cxpenses - food, hatel rooms, meetling rooms,
etc. The board refused however to make
public the actucl bills. To which Mr. Me-
(leary replled that anyone should be able Lo
scrutlnize bills charged {o the taxpayers.

"I just don't happen Lo think that when
yarr living on the taxpayers you should live
likr & king.” I think Mr. McCleary s ab-
solulely right - now all we have to do is con-
vince all the little kings in ali the -little
kingdems of education scattered all around
Ontario. Dewn with Lthe monoarchy - no more
taxation without explanation.

METRIC

Here's a large bundle ef therns to the
Canadlan Metric Commission which has
{ailed dismally tn providing Cenadlans with
metric information. We won't even mentlon
Celsius, What happena when in o few yeara
time they decide that the whole thing waos
really a very bad [den " to begin with? We will
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have an entire generation of Conadians who
can’t figure anything out - come {o think of it |
wonder if it's ony different from this
generation of Canndians?

Thorns go 1o Joe Clark teader of the
Conservalives who was reported ta be against
anatienal referendum on capital punishment
fs it would creale o dangerous precedent.
Well a8 you know dear render we are dead
ogainst capital punishment - however we
queation Mr. Clarks statement on the grounds
that asking for public opinion creates a
dangerous precedent. It's our opinien that if
aur government leaders placed a bit more
anphasis en public opinlon we wouldnt be
facing some of the fiascos we are now. Bul

. then since when has your avernge politician

ever listened te public opinlon? Only ot
clection time and then with two tin cars. But
that's democracy for you everyone is free 1o
listen or nat to listen,
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MERCURY

Thorns again to Hene Brunelle the

minister reaponaible for co-ardinating Indinn
affairs. It seems our red brothers can’t un-
derstand why the lourists can eat fish from

the Wabigoon river system. Commercial
fshing by the Indians was banned in 1973 due
to the high muercury contenl,  Minisler
Brunelle said during o mecting with [ndiun
beadera that it would not be possible to shut

down the river system’to permit only "fun-

fishing'" fcatching fish and thwoing them

hack) becavse enforcement would be im-

possible. Qur red brothers on the Whitedgo

and Grassy Nirrows reserves lind that hard

to swallow becouse they can't go fishing even
though the taurists can. Maybe we could redo
the Whitedog and Grassy Nnrrows reserves
in plastic grass flowers and trees to with the
“fun fishing." I mean, after all, they are anly

Indians and de you mean te soy they gel

hmmgry too? Who cares. Lets all hear it lor
Dominion Day.

Lasat but not least a bouguet of roses for
the crazy people in Canada and the United

States who are buying up exposes of the

privale sex lives ol o.r K. and tha poor
Washington Scnater In Elizaheth Frya
‘Washington Fringe Henedits.' Has it ever
crosged your mind how these promineat men
ever found time to sty out of bed long ennugh
o run the country. 1l takes crazy people to
pay moncy 1o read such lrlpe. However, an
txchange of keeps the country going - 5o in o
way we owe thiem o debil of gratitude. . lronic
an't i,

THl next week hang in there,

,too fast

SEXUAL MISADVENTURE? -

Politics has its lighter moments

by Dierek Nelaon
Queen's Park Hurcaw
Of The Hernld
So. the third sesion of the 30th parliament
of Omtaric has receased until Cotober, and

you wonder whether that means the silence of

the tomb has fallen upon the red sandstone

Taj Mahal from where our provinclal laws
emanate,

That's nol exactly whal happens. The

civil service still conducts its business from

the complex of minl-skyscrapers around
Queen’s Pork, although few government
workers actually have deaks in the legislative
building itaclf.

Select committees of the legistature stil
meet, when they aren't fiylng off to examine
trucking in England or insurance in Sweden,
as two of them probably will this summer,

The cabinel still deliberates Wednesdays,
and cabinet committees meet other days. The
press gallery still reads press releases, and
thinks about filing stories on them.

And perhaps most impeortant for the
general public, the four guides are stiil there
to conduct toura for anyone whodrops inon a
hat, summner day. While the building ian't air-
conditigned, the walls are ro thick it takes o
tong time to heal the intertor, and that means
it often fecls cool by comparison, :

FAVORITE LINE . .

Agriculture Minister Bill Newman’s
favorite line nowadays is some variation of
“you don't know anything about
agriculture,”” a charge he uzually delivers ot
:Jw New Democratic Parly (rom the {op of his

ungs.

They setl him eff by asking questions he
vomsiders nonsensical -

But he changed ftoctics in o recent
response lo a guestion about the effects of
Muarescent lighting on the nutritional value of
milk.

it weat like this: -

“Milk is the single mosat economical,
freshest and most nourishing food we have. It
is the clusest thing to the perfect food we
know in Ontario.... "

“When the commerials are over, could he
snswoer the gquestion.” wne MPP interjected.

Although aral answers are supposed to be
kept short another interjection asked him
“how many chapters’ he was going 1o have,
us the minister read on ahout the “significant
crmtribution to our kpowledge of milk
packaging.”

A short version of the answer would have
been: Yes, there is vitamin loss from milk
under tHuorescent lights, but 11 1s minimised
by rapid turnover of cartons in Ontario
stores

SELF-EXPLANATORY

A commenl printed in an  Ontario

Kovernment publication by a person riding

et E L e L ]

toward the Ontario Science Centre for a visit:

““The frustrating reality which comes Lo
mind i3 this sort of obligatory sell-control
inherent in traditional museum visits."

Come again?

SEXUAL MISADVENTURE?

Then there's the thought-provoking in-
formation that sometlmes pops up In
Kovernment reports, one of the mosl recent
being in the provincial coroner’s report to a
legislative commitiee.

“Tell me, what {s this death by sexual
misadv2ature about?” MPP Vern Singer
(Lib-Wilson Heights) asked.

I wns too much of o Iady to ask,”” MPF
Gi! Sandeman (NDP-Peterborough) said.

“The husband came home ahead of
me."" anclher committee member sald.

“All Vern wanta is the address.” MPP
Mike Breaugh (NDP-Oshowa? suggested.

*1 would think some of them were people
with weak hearis,” tbhe chiel coroner ex-

plained. _
tne mundstry official told the commitlee

he wos surpised there are only 11. “"Sexual
misadventures cover a very interesting feild.
In fact, we have an FB] agent come to our
seminars at leasi ence a year.. to speak six
hewzrs an this subject.”™

No one asked why Ontarieo doesn’t have
ila own experts.

HICHARD WHO?

MP’F (ordon Smith (PC-Simcoe Eastl

has waged o semi-successful personal

- HELP!

[Non't wanie 5 mecond, plck
up up!

Mail boxes, crammed with
newipapers, clrculars and
varfous other articles are
becoming real problems for
vur |ocal tmall carrlers, the
{seargetown FPozl  Office
reports.

L]

Homerenidenta mail boxesare
nol cleared regularlyposing a
problem lor the carrier who Is

irylng to deliver a [letter
yuickly and be on his way.
There's no place to put the
mail, the post offfce reporia,
aod for that remson they're
asking realdents Lo clear the
mull boxen us soon as poanible
nfter elther a newspaper or
advertialng circutar (5 placed
in il

FROM HERE AND THERE

Travellers secret weapon

Shoutd mornl considerations enter into o
traveller's plans to visil a forelgn country”®

Such an iden may scem strange to
Canadians who think of travel only in lerms
d pleasure. Carefree, we go to any land that
appeals Lo our deaire for new edventures or o
return to tamiliar scenes. If we're rewarded
with intereating sights, beaubiful views.
wcturesque people and masterpieces of art of
architecture, thal's about all we ask,

All of whichseems perfectly innecent and
"broadening.” Yet behind the scenes in mony
oountrics are countless cases of hwnon
repression,  exploltation, joiling and
execution without trial, cruelty and torture.
Such incidents are reported almost dally in
news media. And our reaction ia: ““Thank
(o | dan't live in thai country!

Then, canveniently forgeiting all we've
heard. we pack nur bags and fly to some of
the countries where these shocking conditions
exist, Of course, when we  arrive, the
iwthorities sereen us from all signs of in-
pstice and inhumane treatment of their
cilizens. We tourists must not be upsel, We
bring money desperoately needed by
economically shaky nations.

By by-pussing such oppressive countries
in muer travels, we can cnst a vote for humnn
decency. Our absepee quav do upnmoticed, Dut
we can live o little hetter with ouraelves, And
we can el travel ageis why some countries
are on aur blocklist. '

If encugh Canadians act on such con-
vietions, some tourist-hungry governments
may @get the message—where it hurts!

I'The Prampton Dally Times}
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campaign for several year to have the Aug. 1
civic holiday declared Simncoe Day in honor of
Ontario's first Lieutenant-Governor, John
Graves Simcoe.

MPP Donald MacDonald (NDP-York
South) once suggested onother early pioncer,
o Loyakllsl merchant and later judge called
Richard Cartwright, on whom Mr. Mae-
Donald wrote his university thesis.

S0 Mr. Smith speaking durlng & recent
debate on Simcoe Day, said he inlerviewed
j00 students about Simcoe, B8 of whom
identified hlm troughly) correct historically.

The same students were asked about
Cartwright and 37 did not know who he was
while 63 identllied him *as the star of the TV
show Honanza. '

Mr. Smith rested hia case.

On” Parliament Hill

{What about the
124 near misses

By Stewart MacLeod
(Mtawa Hurenu
O The Nerald

As | said earlier | am no expert on flying
procedures, but having & passing ocquain-
tance with publicity precedures, | am not
particularly impressed with the way the air
truffie controllers and Lhe striking pilots arc
cenvineing us it's not safe to fly.

In fact, 1 atm singuiarly umimpresced.

This organized campaign by striking
pilats t leak out stories ol near-misses in the
air is pelting entirely out of hand. If there hns
to be i protest over the use of French at five
Qucber nirports, there must be a more ef-
tective method than describing how (wo
planea nearly collided gver Edmonton.

We have now been told the chilly details
of i3 near misses so [nr this year, and
somehow the pilats managed (o refatle them
all to the bilingualism issue. It's passing
strange that they doa't talk nbout the 24 near
misses in 1975, when Bllingualism wasn't nn
1s8uUC,

Now we're told that the skics are unsafe
anywhere in Canada because, even If French
is nol being used outside Quebec, the con-
trollers are loo preoccupitd with the problem
to concentrate on their dulies.

CANADA (QUARANTINED

And we linve the head of the U.5. Air Line
Pilots’ Association saying that Canadian
skios are unsafe beeause the controtlers are
“in u vonfused state of mind because of
voercion, theeats and intlmidation...” Pilots
from nine U.S. airlines have declded to
“guarantine”” Conadlan air apace.

’ European pilots, who hear bilingual
canleal systems operating ol over the world,
are saying iCs unsafe. te fly inte Canada.
These pilets associations really atick
togother.

There may be many good reasona why
there shouldn't be o bilingual control system

in Quebee, but all intercated partles seem to
becoming 80 emotional, if not irrational, that

we have lost sight of the technical iasue,
Aiws 11 precccupntion with problems is

castle on |
Bloor Street |

By Don O'Heprn
Queen's Park Hureau
OF The flerald

TORONTO--An indignant employee of
the OUntario Tnstitule for Sludies in Fducation
has wrilten a letler eriticizing some remarks
I made about a study of Grade 13 the Institute
is participating in.

He didn’t say so direetly, but, in elfect, he
wis accusing me of bias

And let’s give the man credit. Certainly |
don't agree with bias in anyone deing my job.
It is something [0 be avaoided,

Bul in the case of OISE [ probably am
hiased Hiased to the extenl of prejudice, over
which probahly, aboul the only controt is to
write about it as jittle os possible.

DREAM CASTLE

The reason for whatever amount of bins
there is goes right lo the roots,

It 13 based on the firm belicl that
education teday, particularly in the primaory
ond secondory flelds, s detnched from
reality. It is ethereal, and particularly it is -
remote from the public.

And for.this, if not the blame ! legst a
maejor onus | put opn OISE...

Operating out of o dream castle on Bloor
Strecl {Probably the most sumplucusness is
really sumptluous) it has directed from the
clowds studies which in wm have lifted
education on o cloud and not down wilh the
people where it should be.

NO SKELETON

An element and a breed apart, which
can't even talk sensibly to the public,

A prime example! The project which has
caused this discussion is called an “interface
sludy™.

Now just what in the devil is an “in-
terface” study? Do you know? [loes your
tetter carrier know? Does the manoger of
your supermarket or his ¢loks know?

This is so typical of education today, It
talks really only to itself. And from this Lalk it
dreams and follows the rosy path of idealism,
ignoring the long-slow climb up the hill which
i5 the fundamenta)l rond to good basic
education. The road which instills the
foundation, the discipline, the power of ap-

- plication, the broad putlock and the seeds of

reason whic
education®”:
Are our young people getting this today?

The evidence is that they aren't. A very
bright Grade 13 graduate preparing 1o enter
university and. complaining he hosn’l had
anyihing on the construction English for four
years. Universilics complaining abowt the
Wliteriacy of freshmen students, Bob Nixon.,
being, ah, so right, in the List dection when he
complained that graduates of high school
couldn’t  even spell or do  simple
mAathemalics: :

There has 1o be a lot of sympalhy for
wachers, the rank and file of the educational
cslablishment.

As a community their sincerity is really
naet te be questioned. But they can only be as
good ns their leadership. .

And this has been much too much dreamy
and precious. .with OISE as chiel dreamer,

are the skeleton of a good

last year?

going to become o cause for idleness, then
mosl of us deserve o continuous holiday.
Perhaps none of us should get on o bus until
the Jdriver can provide proof that he hasn't
had a recent fight with his wife, his bank
manager er his mather-in-law,

As a matter of [oct, o plane crash in
Texas a few years ago was blamed on the -
caplain being preoccupied with a demestic
quarre). But at that time no one suggesled it
was unsafe to fly until all pilots chinined
divarces.

POOR EXPLANATIONS

Frankly, at the moment ! am not sure
what the strikes are all about. The govern-
ment, which didn't do a particularly good jub
of cxplaining its ground-to-air bilingualiam
program, now has catablished a twoman
commission to study all aspects of the plan.
And Prime Minister ‘I'rudeau has given
pssurance there will be no extension of
bilongunfism until the commission reports

back.
With this assurance, I can't understand
why the controllers should be a0 preoccupied

with the problern nor can 1 understand why
pilots should be geing around peddling horror
storles about how dangeroua it ls to fly In
Canada.

"~ One of these days they will decide to
return to work and magically, preoc-
cupntions will disappear. Sell-nssured pilots,
who now tell selected reporters about how
they' missed death by 20 feet, wlil be walking
down the nireraft olales lelling passengers
that Aylng is really safer than driving your

* gwn car, And foreign pilats will be expldning

how much safer it is lo fly into, say, Toronto
with all those other alreraft around than it
wns during the strike when the skies were
virtually empty and controllera were in the
low er,

And perhaps when passions fade nnd
rensons  return, some  patient and
knowledgeabld person will take me aslde
and, by talking slewly, explain what the
whole sordid meas wans all about.




