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It's been a random sort of week,
50 some random thoughts.

—Pioneer Days again brought the
crowds downtown. There was plenty
to see and do, and for thal the
organizers should be congratulated.
However, it would be nice if there was
a little more of a pioneer atmosphere
to the whole thing.

Rock bands are great but
wouldn’t a good old fiddlin" session be
that much better? Even a jazz band
wouid be closer to fitting the supposed

‘theme of Pioneer Days,

A few more store fronts featuring
the old time motif would have helped
as well. Otherwise the Pioneer Days
were a lot of fun. ;

—While some of the Halton Board
of Education trustees were tossing
words like “amicable” and “frien
dly"” around last Thursday night in
reference to their new contract, we
were 8 bit disturbed to hear a few
other trustees rnultering '‘no alter-
native” and “we got shafted.” With
that kind of opinion coming from our
representatives it looks to us as if the
provincial government, through Bill
100, has put the taxpayers on a per-

petual merry-go-round with the

teachers setting the speed.
_z~We couldn’t help but feel sorry

- Random thoughts

for the region's works commitiee.
They had been handiing the selection
of the regional landfil] site right up till
last Wednesday at W.uch time they
lost all control

Granted there is Justiticarton
behiud the Tremaine-Britannia
ralepayers asking why their ares
seemed to have been marked right
from the start to be kigh on the list of
considered sites. But for some
councillors te turn around at this point
and accuse the consultanis and the
works committee of having produced
a simply a report justifying site F's
selection, that's low politics,

The entire matter appears to be
coming down to a political decision
and rarely have those been to the
benefit of the taxpayers. The decision
should be made with an eye on
eventual costs, not strictly on the
political imglicatiﬂns.

—Last but certainly not least;
School's out. Now, more than any
other time of the year, parents should
be ever wary of what their children
are doing and where they're doing it
Accident reports of bicyele and car
run-ins seem to be getting more and
more frequent. We've avoided ha ving
a fatality thus far, let's keep that
record straight.

Queen's Park Commentary

On Parliament Hill

Love: A temporary form

of insanity

by Gerry Landsbarough

This week's Viewpoint {ollows as a Sequel
loa recent column on child abuse. We wrole
atthe time of the Tack of formal training we
give our young people, towards effeclive
parenting.  This ignorance this lack of
knowledge, an the part of vur people leads
directly to the battered baby syndrome.

Battered babies and abused children are
the resull of hiological pa renting as opposed
to a knowledgeable and mature approach.
The gap belween being able to “make a
baby ™ and core for a demanding tiny human
being is the gap between planned parenthood
and “petting pregnant

Here in Halton, as far back as six VUars
e, recommendations were made by
prugram councils in education for the need of
parental traimng before parenthood. The
program councils were set up as a means 10
provide methods of improving the system
within the system. Those who served on these
tmuncils were often cducators themselves
trying to pinpoint what changes were neeied
within the system and whose recom-
mendalions were meant 1o enrich  the
oducational  programming of our yOung
people,

The resullts of these recommendations
witlld appear 1o have been given oniy slight
censideration: lip serviee if you will,

Here in Halten, if a teacher wants to
upgrade his or her teaching ahility and
knowledge witha year's leave of absence it is
meeessiry 1o present a briel of proposals to
the board for approvat before any such leave
5 granted. While on sabhotical the teacher’s
salary is paid in full along with tuition fees
and related costs. In the past few years many
of Hulton's most knowledgeable educators |
Isve found 1hat alter returning to the system
wath their specialized tratning that the board
B reluctant to place them in a program that
would use their skills to the best ndvantage.

In ilalton todny we have educators who
bdieve in parental training beginning al
thegirade school level, One such teacher with

mare ihoan 18 years cxperience has tried
without success 1o apply his special iraining
in the field: of “'parental training before

Pressure groups--

pro or con

by Don O'Hearn
Queen's Park Bureau
Of The Herald

TORONTO—0ne of the facts of life today
which is not too well realized is the tread
thder which we are more and more being
subject to pressure groups.

Quietly in recent years, there has been a
consistent growth in the number of
dsgruntied special interest groups who moke
representations here (and at olher seats of
gvernment) ¢n an ever-widening spectrum
of topics ranging from gay liberation o our
trucking rules.

The growth of these groups in itself is not

wmething to be regarded with any particular .

alarm, In essence, they represent our more
participatory socicty of teday.

But the trend toward power they have
teen reflecting should be a cause for concern.

Beer Drinking -

The feason for this concern is that the
moise which these pressure groups muoke
lends, to have an influence far beyond any
pustification. "

Our public and social policies, generally
speaking, are set by general consensus, if
society is working in good ‘order.

Bul pressure groups can disrupt that
ader,

As just one example {and perhaps it jsn't
the best one), a while ago lhere was a move
wderway to permit the sale of beer al
sporting events in large stadiums.

A certain church denomination and not
g of the larger ones, immediately started o
camipoign against this.

On The Home Front

Some 5,000 kellers arrived in the vifices of

Sidney Handleman, the minister tn charge.

Leaving no doubt that this was a designed
campaign was the fact that nearly all the
letters were similar, not exactly identical but
with lhe same general points,

This protest obvioosly was not the resull
ad any consensus. The bulk of the public
probably didn’t care whether heer was sald or
nol. Nevertheless, the protest worked. The
iden was dropped.

Then Reports

This is a small example of what is hap.
pening on a larger scale,

Every day, it seems, there 15 o new
special interest group of some form or other,
which is getting at least the partinl ears of
Rovernment,

And then there are the reports

This is a day of reports. reports. und
reports.

Anyone with long experience with
government reporls has learmed to keep them
at a distance

Experience has shown that almest all
reports are blased to some degree and that
conclusions are {o be regarded as opinions
aily and then te be carefully weighted .

But reports, no matter what mn and by
whom, are beginning lo carry the same
impact as the pressure Rroups.

In the minds of the public, and at lenst
some of our polilicians, they are loading a
witllop which (s far heyond their actual worlh

There are many conclusions o be deawn
from this trend. Too muany to be gone into
here. Bul the basic one is that we are heading
mare and more into an unhealthy situation,

curable by marriage

by Stewart Maclend
itawa Huregy
QI The Hernld

OTTAWA--II you're going 1o write about
politics cay afler day, it's vietwally .
passible e keep issucs in perspeclivie wilhout
corsbinl reference to o magnificent old boak
citlied The Devil's Dictiopary

The trouble is, | haven't had one for
years.  And since the auwthor. Ambrose
lerce, hasn’t been seen sipew 1913, it sn't
sy o pick up anather copy. | have been
scarching for weeks.,

“Excuse me," 1 said to a giel in ane store
“do you have a copy of The Devil's Dice.
tonary ™™ :

taure,.” she replied, “you'll find 1t under
‘the veeult.” 105 allabout Satanism , isn'y #7

Sheled me to o section which deall with
stanism, astroelogy, ghosts and witehes,

"It woulds'l be here,” | tried to explain,
“You see it's really a humorous book. 1t
defines politicians as ‘those who bave lenrned
Io rise about their principles, '

“Whit's humarous about thal™  she
isked, with librarian rigicdity  “Obviously,
what you want will be wilh the dictinnaries
iver there

“ldon’t think s 1 remember that (he
ok defines a Conservative as “a slatesman
who is enamtored of existing  evils, as
distinguished from the Liberai who wishes to
replace them with others. "

“That's a dictionary,” she sand

Nl There
But the book wasn't in that sectinn,
0N you tell me anything else ahogd 17"
she asked,
“Well, T remember the e findlion  of

Poverty QL was that ‘the number of plians
(ur its abolition equals that of 1he reformaers
who  suffer from it plus  that of the
philosophers who know nothing about i ° *

“let’s look under poverty.”  she
RUpRested ;

'"No. 1o, because this hook also describos
the Senate as 'u body of elderly gentlemen
charged  with  high  duties  and
mistemennors

That confused her, so | lelt.
another bookstore.

“I am locking for ‘The Devil's Dhie-
tonary,” the book which describes politics as
“iuostede of wteresis masquerading as .
wniest of priaciples - the conduct of public
affaics for private advanioge *

The sales clerk was excited. “Is that the
ok that defines a ‘represeniative’ as ‘g
member of the Lower Howse in this world and
withaut disicernible hope of promution to the
ext?

| wenl to

“"Thal's it.*

"l am sorry, we don't have i "

OIf v another stare.

“"Do you have a vopy of “The Devil's
[Actionary.” a book thal defines ‘Oppasition’
i “the party that prevents (e Fovermment
fram runming minuck by hamstringing it?"

"l remember that hook, " said the clerk
"1 deseribed a lighthouse as '3 rall building
m the seashore in which the SOVErDmend
mannlains 2 lwnp and the frend of H]
politician. "

“That's it,” [ repealed agnin.

CAnd it described "Love ns ‘s temporary
msanity curable hy marriage’ and o 'lawyer
9 ‘one skilled in the cirenmvention of the
Liw ™

"l am particularly interested in the

joiitical section of the bosk.” I said. “You
know, that part which describes ‘alliance’ as
the umon of two thieves who have their hands
2 devply inserted in cach other's peckels
drat they cannat separately plunder o third. ™

“Haven'l seen it for years,” he said.

“Hut of you find it, buy me o capy . .
M Remember ' i

The guy at the next store remembered it
tey Ul pever forget the definition of
Bailotine,” he said, T was described as n
nuachine which makes 5 Frenehman shrug
his shoulders.

[ then quickiy remembered the definition
of “push’ - ‘one of lwa things mainty conducive
e ;pecess, espocinlly in politics. ‘The other is
[l

The owner of the store joined the con-
virsation.  He reealled the book, and the
definition of ‘vonsul’ - ‘4 person who havi ng
fatted {o secure an office from the peaple is
ven one by the administralion on condition
that he lenve the country

Hut he didn't slock the book. However, he
knew an old fellow down the street who went
m for this sort of thing,

"By golly,” said the old fellow, ] think
there is & copy in the basement. 1°]] be right
back

I could hear him shulfling through boaks
tdown there, and then there was g long pause,
followed by a chortle, “Hey, this must be i,
he shouted. *An *eleclor’ is ‘one who enjoys
the socred privilege of veling for the man of
another man's choice. "

He came up the stairs looking at the word
diploamacy’ - ‘the patriotle art of lying for
ne’s country.”

Anywiy, I gat the hook - or at least most
of it. 1 am now going to lake o weok ofl and
Iry to put things in perspeclive,

Ten years of life

By Susan DeFacendls

Now having a family of my own - a
family that appears determined to hurtle
themselves through the years as quickly as
possible - I can sympathise and relate ta my
parents and the preblems they faced, wilh o
dfferent perspective entirely.

for years they musl have gritted their
teeth, as 1 do now, over the constant
argements and fights [ had with my younger
trothers, sure in their minds that we would
never, ever become friends. This aspect of
rnising a family however, cannot compare Lo
the ordeal all parents must incvitably face, as
me by one their family leaves home, whether
firough marriage, work or o need to express
independence.

I can only say that In this regard, my
parents were exceptional. They faced it three
times; hid their teara from us: gave us their
Hessing and let us know the door was always

n.
qMl am sure every family must have p
mixture of rebels and conformiats. While |

TR certain thot the majority of

ghfety and securily for thelr

Sowiny 'lrm above nl] else, this doea not

always reflect the needs and wishes of the

younger generation, whe Hppeair to strongly
alvorate [he quality of their fives toctary,
rather than safety. :

In many ways, this is understandable, ;)
iR of the pendulum in time They have
been reised Ioday in an Lavironment  of
mmparalive security and now yearn for
adventure. Many of us, SUrvIvIng either
epression or  the long  uncertnin Years
tovering a succession of wars, in turn lonk
mly for a quiet, secure lifestyly

What is in store for gup rhihfrf:n" We
@nnol know. All we can do 1w Jove thern
uide them, prepare them to stund on their
own feet.—then let them go.

This week | would ke 10 share o letter
with you that I recently received from my
youngest brother, now living in Terante on o
more or less permanent basis, who left home
al the age of 21 to travel and work his way
arpund a greater portion of our glabal village
for a period of five years. | hope you will find
it somewhat thought-proveking. It beging;

"“As another decade of my life comes to
a end, I find myself drawn hy a state of
ntrospection (o the typewriler, where [ in-
tend to share some of my observations with
vou, my [riend.

The end of one's third deendo is o curigus
ime of life; neither young nor old, iNgene nor
mue, beyend the ungainly precociousness of
alolescence and the excesses of the twentivs,
e stands on the threshold of ful) maturiiy
imd adulthomt. Almost avernight the hrow
wems more furrowed (perhaps there s
merely more forehead on display!; one
trcomes comically out of date in one's idens,
wste in music, clothing ete. In some Chases,
the individual has campletely ceased to be,
Franz Bchubert, to cite o famous exnple,
wils cither dead or perilously close 1o it by his
thirtivth birthday.

A this Termidable mitestone, T feel |t
very natural to have o fook over my shoulder
for @ spell. What could be more imporiant
than an occasionol retrospective glance, o
dheck, as it were, on the table of contents?
When I look ek ten years to the beginning of
ny third decade 1 osee g young college hoy
with deep yearning for adventure beyund Lhe
chaste and unfulfilling academic groves and
Pulm Groves of his slevpy provineinl town in
ACL, o young man biding his time, an
omply page’ as Mr. Oscar Hammerstein
wrote i that cute duet between Lics| and the
e youny lelegraph boy, *thal someone will
want to write on ™

Well, what a decade! Al of you and mare
besides have seribbled and serowled upon me
W greater or lesser degrees of ndelibility,
Bul what tarks! I've deunk wine witly royaity
and  hoboes; I've mog Twigdy, Heggle
Jackson and Zal Yanolsky: U've murched
e e Whate Hiuse and been {wir-gassed 1n
Berkeley: ['ve burned my butincks on the
aun-seorched beaches of 51 Tropez and
boen nearly slepped on by a bear in Cinadda’s
mughty Hockies

Py sven Gavaiam M3l win the Grand
Prix de Monaco and watched the T03cd and
WMl bame runs of Hank Anron; I've scored o
hole-in-one. 've been divoreed but never
maareied; ve seen the Beat]ps and the Beach
Bays, Abby Holfman and Abbie Hollman,
(eowa and Japger, Giclgud and Olivier: T've
mnseried with beautful wonen in forests
il mountains, on deserted ocean beaches
bt 1n sovdid taverns - and appeared in the
same Lile magazine as Haguel Woleh,

I've been 0 France seven les, v
sung in Lthe sunshine and laughed every dny;
Pve ddressed people in English, Freneh,
German, Htallan, Greek, Dutch ond an
amnusing malgua  of o Seasndinavian
longues,

T've seen Herbert Knlmbach being

writled by Sam Ervin and hiteh-hiked from
Athens 1o Lendon - Sap Diego to Dawson
Uiy - trom Niee to Stoekholm and from
Herkeley 1o Toronto. ['ve walked from Orillia
to Bobeaygeon ~ and in the spuace of o mere
decade 1 have earned and spenl nearly
nneteen thousand dallars,

(kay, | hear you saying, that's all very
fascinading, bul what have you done lately?
Fair enough. As 1 sit here in my little roam
ovir-looking o quiet, tree-shaded street in the
east end of Toroplo, listening to the music of
Mr. Erik Salte on the radio, I'm the first to
admiit that U not selting the world on fire.
Far from it. But then I'm nol dead elther. So
whal's to hecome of me? '

Just iast week T played golf (810 with o
fellaw from South Africn. who recommended
hs  bemelund for it's excellent ¢limate,
Abundmice of Jobs, cheap living and strong
beer, bul it's probably hard 1o aveid buying
suth African goods,

Another recent SUggestion is Now
Zealand. Aport from the faet that they
robably wouldn't let me in, | can’t think of
much wrong with that nolion of [win tales, 1
like sheep ond mild winters, [ could certainly
live without ever again hearing about Sacha
Prudeau. Tiger Williams, Olympic coins,

prenthood™ here in Halton.

The board’s hesitancy appears to be
based on a “walking on eggshell™ scnsitivity
tr public reaction to change. Even when the
change in the case of formal education in
parenting has been studied, recommended,
and, in effect, alcendy paid for in terms of
teacher upgrading.

Tax dollars are the most abused monies
around teday. In private enterprise a com.:
pany has to justify upgrading of employees
and expects o oreturn on any investment
made. Within the Halton education system
teachers upgrading subbaticals have ta he
justified from a proposat point of view, but
pething appears to he done with the finished
product, :

tJne case in point here in Halten invelves
one teacher who was given a leave of absence
and was paid approximately $30.000 ttax
dollars: to train in a specialized program for
one year, Afler completion of the approved
courses by the Halton board this teacher
faund that the approved training could not be
put into practise by the board. Iranic isn't it?

when we wrote of the necessity of
parental training befere parcnihood we were
nat aware of the variety of proposals that
have already been made to the Halton Board
of Education f{rom within (he system.
Samewhere  in the upper cchelons of.
burcaucracy and administration there s g
wide gap between what has already been paid
fr and what can be put into practise. But
then why justify it, it's anly tax dollars,

Hindsight seems to be a truly Canadian
virtue. When we see the results of people in
trouble—family court, juvenile hall,
Chitdrens Aid, the battered baby syndrome—
we seem o forget that all people were once
children and :in ounce of prevention is worth
i pound of cure,

Education wiil not cure the jrovlems of o
troubled society but with the remova)l of true
ignerance often comes the light of un-
derstanding the first step townrds our brave
new world,

Untario Place, Mel Lastman, the waiters at
the Morrissey, air traffic controllers or the
CBC weather forecasts. Knowing me though,
I'lt probably still be here when the snow falls
agoin, griping abou! the cold the price of
beer, the leafs and all the usual ennul.

Am 1 bering you? There won't be much
more, I Just thought that turning thirty called
for some kind of statement, §t's funny really:
I've dreaded it for years, but now that it's
here, so what? Here 1 sit, newly-shorn as
befits an older man, My room's a mess, as
always. Things den’t change much.

I{ you have nothing better to do, give me
acall and we'll go out for a couple of beers,
L.

This then, is the brother with whom 1 in
furn, fought with, protected nnd bossed, He
has probably packed more experiences ond
living into his few years thon most people do
in a lifetime,

Whether or not you ogree with him is
tmmaterial, it is, after all, his life. I cap only
add that he is one of the most Interesting
people 1 shall ever know—and undeubtedly
the happlest. [ om extremely proud that, nol
only can I call him my brother, but my {riend.




