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- Minority groups

parents |

‘are an s N 2 IicenseS?

Important voice

Over the past two weeks we've
heard—in totally unrelated in-
cidenis—comments by eclected of-
ficials that would indicate a
worrisome development in thinking
among our official representatives.

The gist of their comments has
been that vocal minority groups are
bothersome disruptions in the normal
order of things and that their im-
portance should be plaved down.

The normal order of things, they
feel, serves the silent majority and
that is the group to whom the system
should be keyed.

Basing their actions upon that
attitude, some of our representatives
have developed strong antagonistic
attitudes towards any individuals or
groups appearing before them to
either air a beef or ask a question.

Certainly some of that an.
tagonisin may be deserved. Some
minority groups have, indeed, offered
anything but reasonable attitudes
themselves when making their of-
ficial or unofficial statements, An-
tagenism has, in those instances,
deservedly bred contempt.

But our lecal and regional
councillors and our board of
education trustees should consider
themselves fortunate to have the
resgurces and knowledge offered
freely by such very responsible
minority groups as the Concerned

Citizens Group (who are busily
battling Hydro's 500kV line), the
Norval Community Association, the
Geargetown and Acton Chambers of
Commerce, homeowners in Ashgrove
and Hornby, Renaissance, and, ves,
even an individual such as "“Wicked
Willy'" Johnson.

These minerities may, indeed,
offer only a very select viewpoint but
the quality of their presentations have
been remarkably high in both content
and presentation. All have gone to
great pains to present well supported
arguments supporting their causes.

In recent weeks we've seen
residents of Cameron Street in Acton
and NMarywoed DMeadows ip
Georgetown work, . through town
council and its committees, to obtain
results for their respective problems.

In one instance it seemed as
though some councillors felt that one
dppearance was all that was required
at which time the feelings were still
amicable. A second appearance by
thal same group produced an un-
necessary hostility, In other words,
don't become too insistent.

But it's the public's right to insist
on thetr own behalf.

Representatives and the people
they are representing must work
together. Countering  opinions are
bound to crop up; after all. that's life.
However both sides must respect
each other when coming face to face.
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On The Home Front

Notes from a picnic table

by Susan v Facendis

Mot wanting to mms one mamenl o
today™s glurous sunshine, 1 moved pen and
fsprer aul to the guce lable in our back
varden, i the vain hopes of aceomplishang o
culizmin

s that 1 am comforlably  settled
bowever, | find the outdonr distrachions are
verwhelming and my mind has cither lnasly

HWanked out ccould this be a permanent
mnadition” b or has been cooked by the heal of
wrday's sun

My eyes strag to the vegetable garden
andd flower beds, now showing the resuits of
three davs hard Lubotur thal has redoced me
ke it fevhng of definite kinship with the hun-
diback of Notre Dame, complete with achong
muscles, trembling knees and broken finger

- What can Habitat achieve?

By Sewarl Macl.eod

Oitawa Bareau

Of The Herald
OTTAWA-Iwas [ully prepared to ignore this
mammoth Habitat conference in Voncouver -
on the grounds that at least it wouldn't harm
anyone - but now I am not S0 sure these
grounds are valid.

I just read that the CBC js planning 15
television specials on the 12-day conference,
not to mention 10 hours of live coverage on
FM radio and two daily programs on AM
radio.

Are they trying to drive us crazy”?

it's a great idea for the United Nations to
bring together representatives of 140 coun-
tries to talk about the problems of human
settlement. Heaven knows there are enough
problems to solve. But you wonder just how
much will be accomplished by 5,000
delegates--most of whem can’t make any
commitments on behall of their govern-
ments-as they swap philosophical papers on
the need for better living conditions.

[n the pame of Canada’s national pride,
the epnlference has been murned inte an ex-
travagant spectacle. The cost of hosting Lhe
meeting will be more than $i4 million. And
when vou add the unteld mullions spent by
visiting delegitions - is many as 25,000 people
could b involved - you tend to wonder
whether the meney would be better spent on
solving some human setllement prablems in
i lroubled country.

Fesulls Unlikely

I suppose we shouldn't be loo eynical
aboul these things, and perhaps this meeling
will help lay some groundwork for (uture
internalional co-operation. But when vou g
that many people, represenlng countless
interests, and warking under an agenda that
includes just about every problem known to
man, only to incurable optimist would prediet
concrele resulls,

They'll be talking abaut housing, about
pollution, about the most effeclive use of
natural resources, about risks of war, about

urbian renewal, aboul urban violence - you
e it

And how are Commuust and copitalist
couptries going o agree on reselutions
calling for the public ownershgp of land®
They'll probably all agree that pallution is a
bod thing, and war will be roundly denounced
It no solutions are going o emerge from a
congregation of this magnitude

L course we'll be able 10 message aur
nalional ego by reminding evervone that
Canada is hosting the biggest United Nations
conference in hastory. But Tam not sure it will
impress people who uow are forced Lo live in
priss huls,

Incwlentally, up until austerity strock,
the government had planned o spend $100
million nn demanstration projects nvolvi

human settlement. And thousands o
delegates would have teavelled Trom coast w
coast e learn how we have solved our
probitems. But under the restraint prograom,
charity begins at home,

Rookie Queen's Park MPP's
are learning the hard way

By Derek Nelaon
Queen's Park Burean
Of The Herald

TORONTO-Ah, the things a rookic MPP
doean't know.

In thia house of minorities one-third of the
25 members are newcomers, who aren't
rivy to all the wild and wonderful ways that
the provincial partinment operates.

MPP Doug Molfatt (NDP-Durham East),
provoked consternation among the velerans,
Including party colleague Jim Henwick
(NDP-Riverdale), by trying to have “expert
witnesses'’' debate the safety of aluminum
wiring before a legislnivie “supply" com-
mittee studying ministerial spending
estimales,

Clear Iden

The precedent-setting idea upaet the old-
mers malnly because of the hours of
parilamentary (ime it would devour,

The commitlee clerk n{plnim:d it this
way: "There are 225 houra of supply, so for
every “ministry” sent out to commlttee you
deduct 10 hours from the clock, The com-
mittees have lo report back within 75 days, so
every day the House sits o day ls deducted,
includlng Wednesday (whnen the house

docgn't slt). Exsy Math

All clear?

While admittng “I never understood the
mathemeatics' of time allocation Mr. Ren-
wick sald what it really means is that the

tme they’'d use Interviewing the *‘expert
witheases' would come off other commitlees

and the house proper as well as their won
commitiee.

For that reason he helped vote down Mr,
Moffatt's plea.’

At least one other rookie MPP wondered
why two hours couldn’t be added on after the
estimates were heard, and was still puzzled
aficr the vole, '

Tradition is a wonder{ul thing.

fapld Transiy

Opposition members of the Ontario
legislature cantinue to be less than enchanted
with the provincial government's ex-
periments in public transit carriers.

NDP lLeader Stephen Lewis wondered

about recapluring part of the $ million -

Ontario is spending on new transit designs if
they should prove as ill-fated as the magnetic
levitation system of two years, "even though
you are now using wheels, which is an in-
novative thought.”

"Hound oncs?" MPP Mike Breaugh
(NDP-Oshawa) asked, caught belween hop
and disbelief. _

New PPA

Queen's Park MPPs seem in some
confusion about who the next prime minister
o Canada will be.

Premier William Davts, while answering
4 question in the lesgislature, happened to
phrase his reply so that it included the words
“and the suggestion made by the leader of
air nalionnl party and the next prime
minister od Canada ..

“Surely they weren't both there, wore
they?" asked an Innocent-sounding Jim

Breithaup (Lib-Kitchener).
Tough Work

MPPs are as prone as the rest of us to
grumble about their working conditions.

In recent committee discussions they ve
heen hammering awaey at various fentures of
their job they consider objectionable.

MPP AMike Cassidy (NDP-Oshawa
Centre) is still lending his crusade for higher
salaries {for MPPs through the mechonism of
an independent committes,

MPP Sean Conwny (Lib-Renfrew North)
can’t understand why he is forbidden to have
a small protable tape recorder into which he
mn dictate memos, letters, and %o on, and
matead must have a large non-portable on his
dfice desk. iSmall recorders “disappear,”
slalf say.)

Timena Change

MPP Frank Drea {PC-Scarboro Centred
i upset because MPPs hnwve to pay security
e posils on telephones in their riding offices
out of their own packets,

A dozen other MPI’s have their own
cwmplaints, from expense accounts o enllect
telephone calls to consituency office salaries
to the attitude of attached civil servants,

Things have changed since Mr. Conway's
prandfather sut in the house from 1926 to 1945
and made “‘very happily so at the time, 1
thing $1,500 a year and . . . a rail pass which
wis a saviour to him. "

MPPs now make the eguivalent of
®28,000, have two offices and two assistants
und other benefits.

Many Troubles

From the beginning, the Habiat con-
ference was besel by troubles. The organizing
secretariat here hod o bigger turnover than
the Torunlo Argonauts, the mayoer of Van-
couver didn’t want the meeting, and for a
time the Canadian government, would have
been relieved il the whole monstrous evenl
st disappeared

Hul now that it's on, we're officially
ivatatic. The eyes of the world will be on
Cinaidn as one representative afier another
calls for great co-operation, moce spending
by Ihe developed countries, and more in-
ternalivnal understanding in tackling the
problems of human setllement. We'll hear
that the rich nalinns of the world can no
lenger go on ignoring the aceds of the poar;
that the poor nations of the world musl
evelope preater technology; that newly-
developed countries must share their for-
tenes with their unfortunate brothers.

And at will ali be true But think how
much more effective it would be if 100 heads
of state meat in some really underdeveloped
vountry and comnmitted their governments to
A new interpibtional project on human set-
Hement. That would foeus more atiention on
the prablem thun al) the glossy photographs
iroduced by the Canadion government for
tis currenl speclacle.

It would also muke betler
[rogrims,

lelevision

nls,

Aty red spider, busy spinning o web i
a4 nearby peranium, coatches my altentien.
such wasted tume and effort! 1 am sure this
muravle of  worlimanship will e rudely
destroved the next time 1 turn on e garden
hose, but he’ll ne doubt swbbarnly rebutd
again and again.

In the momentary quiet i little sparrow
arrives, boldly looking for remnanls of the
regular early morning brewd 1 threw out for
them-and [ wonder if his wile ever complains
awoul the lack of variety when he takes it
tnck to the nest.

“What! Italian crusty bread again, when
vou know [ have an urge for pickles and ice
cream”’

1 can lilerally see the peas growing and
hear the priumas soakng up the moisture
from last night's watenng, everyvthing, ex-
cept ine, 38 bursting with life and vitality; the
indelions of course, being the liveliest of all,

s anyome ever win awar with weeds?

especially  when one’s  voungest  child
beleves wishes will come true by blowing
dandelion seeds off their stems with one
ciormoeus breath. She compounds the whole
flort by bringing the dandelions home, by
the simful, from the local park - as though 1
dan’t have enough of my own already!

A small airerafl passes overhead. Where
has it been and where is it going? A bulldozer
roars in the distance, digging out yvet another
swimming pool for some fortunate family
somewhoere. '

The first bee T have seen this season
ilights in a state of eostasy upon a yellow
pinsy, and this year honey production siarls
to roll again. A small ani scurries across the
palio stones, appearing erralic and inel
fictent - bat, T am sure much beller organised
thion myself. .

Inotice a hedge that necds trimming and
a paper bag that hos unticdily blaown into -a
corner and [ know that if 1 go inside the house
t will desperately need vacumming and
dusting. But on a day like this. it 15 8l too
onsy to push the guilty feelings of things
wntone {0 the back of one's mind.

Yes, o is o beaotiful day, A glorfous,
witrm, early sumimer kind of day. A rare day
for idle thoughts and inaction, 1 am simply
Roing Lo sit, commune with the radishes, soak
in the warmth and wateh the sun elimb higher
nto the cloudiess bloe sky.

Al! Summertioe!

Queen’s Park Commentary

Government looks again
at insurance companies

liy Idun (Vllearn
Queen’s Park Buresny
Of The Herpld
TORONTO Since time immemorial, it
seems, the insurance industry has not been in
the finest of odors here.

In the thirtles Mitch Hepburn put
through an stnendment to the Insurance Act
which weuld give the government power o
Act insurance rates.

The act has never been procinlmed,
meaning it haa never been law, but alsg,
despile pressurcs from the industry, it has
never been taken off the books,

In the fifties the iadustiry’s rate boosting
pricctices on auto insurance used to make
Leslie Frost [urious.

In more recent years there has seldom, if
cver, been a session at which there hasn't
been complaints about insurance,

Deep Look

Now the feclings of the years may break

wide open.

A seleet committee has been named to
nquire inte the insurance industry (formally
i is called the Select Committee on Company
law.}

The inquiry bears promise of being very
acarching.

The terms of reference glve it almost
imlimited scope. :

And its membership from the opposition
parties includes some of the best talent in the
hoise, )

liberal Vernon Singer, veteran and
bwyer who has long been on the insurance

warpath, is chairman. Alse from his party |

we lawyer James Bullbrook and accountant
Marvin Shore.
NDP representatives include lawyers
James Renwick, a brain, and Pat Lawlor.
Thiese men will not only nssure there is o
detailed examination but also an intelligent
me, -
(}pen Doorn
The committee could recommend public

by Gerry Landsborough

This Viewpoint column has come about {n §
most disheartening fashion.

A young Toronto {ather, 28 years of age,
las twen sentenced to 18 months in refor-
matory for “criminol negligence' in the
death of his nineleen-day-old son,

The buby's ihroat has been partially
destroyed from overly hot Toed, ils leg was
twisted sand broken cousing a spinal fracture,
there were bite marks on the babiy's nose, 13
¥sions on the body and the right hand was
bifeless from loss of circulation.

This baby was “‘nincteen days old.”

Mr. Justice Krever told the sobbing
Gther that having read the psychiatrie
widence he was satlisfied that the baby's
wteath was not intentional but due to the mans
“inadequacics as a father.”

“This kind of offence normally is one
dservant of a penitentiary {erm, but 1 fear
thet would cause danger to you by the very
miure of your personality.” said Justice
Krever to the baby's father.

(rur first conment has to be, what kind of
penitenlaries do we run in this country when
Lately all we hear from magistrates is “we
van’t sentd you to prison because you might
pel hurt? .

How can we rpise cilizens to 28 years of
e, allowing them lo become parents with
kss practical instruction than the humane
society gives with each new puppy or kitten?

How can we be so blind? !

Ve protest the damnedest things these
ckiys. Whal protest will we hear regarding the

4 wath of this 19-day-old infant?

We ssue licenscs for ceverything and

| mything., most often everything of little

moprotance. Yet any jerk’ can have a baby,

We talk about rights..our precious
frecdom. When is ignoroance ever right? This
mer, pathetic man who will serve 18 months
mn reformatory did not have the right to
destroy o human life,

His ignorance is our ignorance. His erime
5 oUr crime.

I as Justicc Krever feels the baby's
death was not intentional but due (o
Litherhood inadequacies, “Why' in today's
socicly is this necessary?

We appear to be "'social serviced” to
death, yet where were the agencies to help
this man and his wife who he claims, (s
mentally ill. According to the baby's father,
he “*bit™ the baby’s nose to make him cry to
see if his wife would take notice of the crying.

Somany people tell me “they don't like to

-mead the papers.” "*It makes me sick” is g

wmmon remark, Social problems never
disappear by closing your eyes and ignoring
them.

No magistrate should have to defer
sentence becavse of what will happen to the
potential prisener. A 13-day-old baby should
not have to die in such a fashion.

Answers?

Answers only come when you are willing
o lock Jong and hard at the questions, then
act. The education of our young people with
respect 1o parenthood, in todny’s society is o
“must "

Times have changed. People have
changed. Lifestyles hove changed. It is not
motigh to see that pur laws need altering.

It is not enough to say such terrible things as
the death of the baby and the sentencing of
the father shouldn't happen: They did.

Do something now. Write your M.P. Talk

| © your [riends. Tell your minister how vou

feel, Write a letter to your editor, Remember
that your son or daughter could marry such
an individual. Ignorance does not know social
duss. It could be your grandchild. Tell
Children’s Aid how vou feel, .

We necd education towards parenthood
md day-to-day living, beginning in public
whools. We necd some type of licensing,
samething  that says your more than
tiologically ready,

Hights? That baby doesn’t have any now.
Don't spenk to me about rights.

auto msurance, as in some other provinces,
though il is not likely to. The Conservalives
wouldn’t favor it and probably the Liberala
wouldn't either.

Bu it will be ingquiring into rates, profits
assels, investment policy ond a host of other
arens,

And there is the ficld for any number of
ground-breaking recommendatlons,

It could, for example, propose what proflt
return, and thercefore rates, should be, Or it
could recommend that & substantinl
preportion of insurance money investments
be directed into low-Interest mortgages.
There are practically no lmits to what it
might propose.

Most notably, the course of the com-

- mittee will be, or at least should be, followed

doscly by industry and business generally,
For il is the {irst time, at Jeast in recent
memory, thot o committee of the province
has enquired Into a major industry.
In other words it is opening a door




