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by Lynn Rhodes
tHerald Stalf Reporter

Willow Park for mobile homes.._a nice
place to visit, and who wouldn't want to live
there?

“"There’s no hnssles here lke in an
apartment. Kids and pets ore allowed, and
there'a no leases,” sald Willow Park resident
Bill Lunn,

“Llving here is like being at the cottage
all year 'round,” he added,

_ Tucked beslde Highway Seven in Norval,
Willow Park is situatedin thevalley where
the' Credit River meels the Silver Creck,
below a shelter of hills. A road, paved nnd
winding, leads off the highway to the park.

““The best part of my whele day,"” said
Mr. Boyd, 3 commuter to Toronto, "is looking
down the hill away from the highway at my
moblle home.'”

“Soon I'l be 65, and this will be pur
retirement home,” he continued.

“If 1 need help with anything, I know I
can knock ¢n any door here, and no one would
deny me. There's a special esprit de corps
here that’s hard to come by these days.”

Being o ten-year veteran of Willow Park,
Boyd knows what living in a moblle home
community is all about, and enjoys it.

. and enjoys It.

The Boyds have gradually modernized
their maobile home during the decade they
have lived in it.

“We have aoll the conveniences of o
subdivision, and more,™ he said.

There's a large furnce, air conditioning,
mtsic piped into every room, a bar, an 18-foul
decp pool beside the patio, an agaurium
custom-built along the full width of one wall. .

“But this is only the Chev of mobile
homes,” said Boyd modestly.

"Viait Duncan Stacey il you want to sec
the Cadillac of moabile homes."

Stacey has a spacious two bedroom, with
1 den, a modern kitchen - dining area
overlooking a  hroadleomed sunken
livingroom, and a three-piece bathroom lorge
enough to accommedate a washer and dryer,

“"For me, this place is just a middle step,
untif T bave enough money to pul a down
payment en a house,” explained Stacey, a
private businessman,

“This is a starter home for many,” ob-
served Willow Park owner Norm Gulhrie.
"Living here gives a couple a chance to build
up a nest egg.”’

For lots averaging 45 fect wide by 75 to
10 feet long, Guthrie charges $105. to $115
monthly rent. All services included, except
heat and telephone. In lieu of taxes, the 1own
charges $240. yearly per lot, for licensing
foes, g

A maximum of two children are allpwed
per unit, since septic tanks are used,

Now -comparing the rent a family of four
would have te pay for an apeartment or
house--mobile home living is an economical
allernative.

“We used {o live in a highrise. and were
trying to save for a house, but there was no
way.” said Bill Lunn, father of one. “Living
here is a lot cheaper.”™

"Il we're ever geing to keep people going
in this country,” believes Guthrie, “We'll
need more (mebile home parks) ™

Accarding to statistics published in the
Mavember 75 issue of "Municipal World', in

-December 1974 there were 26700 mobile

homes in parks in British Columbia, 21,838 in
the prairies, 11,197 in the maritimes, 10,500 1n

Quebee and 9,400 in Ontario.
The tend has not changed. "By the end ol

1973, one out of every five housing starts in
(apnds wae o mphilp hamae  the pumher pf
mobile homes in Ontario increased al a
slower rate than those in other provin-
ces...the pereentage of mobile homes in parks
in Ontario remained a1 31 percent in 1974, still
well below the national overage of 44 per-
cenl...” conlinues the report, based on CMHA
and CMHC figures.

The majority of parks in Ontario are “for
from the Toronte hub orea, where Lhey ure
frawned upon.” ssid Guthrie, who named
London, Barrie and Woodstock as cilies cloge
o mobile home communities.

Near Toronto, where lhe housing shor-
tage 1s most cruciel and the jobs ure most
plentiful, moblle home parks are searce.

“From March 1o November," sold
Guthrie's wife Pearl, *'I get about five calls o
wrek from people looking for some place to
park their trailer.™

_ Hut there's no room. Willow Park, con-

sigting of only 58 acres of lund, is only
licenced to accommodate 16 maobile homes
and & lime limil is set fer campers in the &4
campsites.

Since Guihrie was unable to name any
competitors in the permanent mobile home
pirk market in Southern Ontario. he sces
“bath a demand and need lor more,"” and has
an idea.

A few years ago. he presented his plans
Ior o 4querunit park te some of the local
noliticinns, unofficially. They didn't go for i
- not even when he offered to build and
donate n school inthe vicinity of the park.

Why? Guthrie believes that people
generally have o preconceived, negative
image of mobile home parks.

“local politicinns are uneducated as to
what they are,” he said.

“Because the people own their owa units,
they have pride in them and take extra cure.
There's no shack town deals here. Sure,
across the counlry some of the newer parks
are better planned and belter kept than the
older ones - just like suburbs. there's good
and bad. (ntario Housing is the werst
example ol Slums 1 ve ever seen.”’

During the four and a hall years Guthrie
has owned Willow Park, none of his lenants
have ever been on wellore or uneinployment
Insuranee recipients,

The terms of the Landlord and Tenants
Act are not applicable to muobile homes,
which gives Guthrie the suthority to ovigl
tenants who disrespect the property. He has
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only evicted one family, on different grounds

Guthrie’s tenants follow simple rules:
dogs are leashed, cars drive slowly, lawns
are mowed and yards are unliticred.

Gulhrie plows the snow, repalrs the road
ond generally maintains the properly him-
self,

If & mobile home |s sold, Gulhrie's ap-
proval of the new lenonts s necessary, to
ensure that they ore responsibie people.

However unblemished the reputlalion of
Wiliow Park, Guthrie wos adviced thot his
chances of getting the required authorization
to put his plans for a park project into aclion
would be 5litn.

““it’s a ticklish issue,”” commented town
planner Maorio Venditti.

Finding a suitable [ocalion for such an
cxpansive park seems to be the greatest
difficully.

There’s no room in the metropeliton
arcns, where housing is most needed.

Many people feel that mobile hoame
communities have low aesthetie value and
would degrade the property value in a suburb
pr on the cutskirts of o town, he sand.

"“You can’t put o mobile home beside o
$100,000 home."" agrees Guihrie.

““There should be & bulfer aren.”

What lics beyond the buffer areas outside
cities and towns in Southern Ontario? High-
priced farmland, conservation areas, or o
wiltlerniess af swamps and bush  without
hydro, water, roads or sewage [acilities, .

Gulthrie’s proposed park project would be
expensive, but his offer still holds.

Deputy lown lreasurer Grant Usher said
there wos ne palicy on moebile bome parks,
baet w1975 bylaw, 7520, stales that no tratlers
are allowed to locate except in licensed
irailer camps.

Guthrie sees litlle hepe in attaining
municipal consent to expand Willow Park
cither. He would Like to have his property re-
zoned so0 he could convert the campsites intn
lots for permanent mobile homes.

With all this red tope, how did Willow
Park ever get established?

It was unplanned. Before regulations
existed, it gradvally developed oul of a
demand for mobile home space. As far back
as the late 1940°s summer campers began
asking the eriginal owner, Guthrie's father-
iti-law Wes Louth, if they could stay there
permanently

(ruthrie should have had his idea for o
wi-unit park, 3 vears ago.
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LOOK IWMWN from Highway 7 it Norval and there's
Willew Park, one ol the few places in southem Onlario
where people canive year ‘reund in mobile homes. Owner
rearen Guthrie sees o need for more such parks.
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Heg. 189.89
Qur Sals Price

169

It's parfect to keop your garden lools, lurniture,
hicycles, stc!

o Tripha roo! Boams 1or mamum slrengih

® HMIUMINUM QOOF IEACK with DAl Doanng wheoels

» Redomgnod doubie channel mid-wall beaces

Sleel anchor rods and brnckats

The mobile home
con 'I' rovers y s

Living in Halton Hills
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10-12 ¢ 6-9 » UNDER &

EVERY CONTESTANT
WILL RECEVWE A GIFYI

FINALS WILL BE HELD IN THE MALL ON
THE WEEKEND OF JUNE 12

~ ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED .*'
AT THE INFORMATION BOOTH O
BRAMALEA CITY CENTRE =
BEFORE 2:30 p.m. . -l'
FRI., MAY 22 p53~ ,
ha

ENTRANT'S NAME

ADDRESS

—

ENTRANT'S TALENT: SINGER
o B BRAMALLA CITY CENTRL
% THE TOTAL SHOPPING CONCEPT
. : : HIGHWAY 7 & DIXIE ROAD

DANCER MUSICIAN . OTHER °*

* GIVE DETAILS

Qutdoor Extenalon Cord

Wanttwermrool covd swl Kw
Ll T e MO d
Fadge rimeey gic CLA
apomved VOO0 wagrh sech

Save on Pest Moss

8% (vgare pemd moay - g & i
Browes sl aithen s 4 O lais Pris

Sunbeam Twin Blade - 399

Rotary Lawn Mowe

Reg. 79.99 :
Qur Salo Price

499

Hare's & compact, powerlul
alectric mowar lor avary lawn!
« 18" lwin blade cul Consda 7o 1 cualty Lywn rana

“"Qraw Grean'’ GQrass Seed

s Stelcolour pretmaned sieat for all.wealhor durabihly

o Lok-Will constructon e Size spprox 108°x 7 2 nlenor

Save 330! spprox. 108''x108"" slze, Reg. 249.9%
219.99

Save 20007 LT S
y 4 o
‘‘Storall’’ Steel Garden

o Twn discharge deck desggh E"""“‘“ Bend ol Menfuchy e pm ey

= Instant, amoolh atarts i MIE- -::nﬂ-rf :ﬂ;—;:"i?u

¢ Powerlut Sunbearm maotor . 1 ft 9
; : Brb. Baglor 1000ag. 1, 1.79

Lawn King
Gas Rotary
Lawn Mower

Hete's ihe |des! mower lor a
large propariyi No nesd lora
long sxtension cord!

® 18" single blade cut

& J 5 HP, 4-cycle Tocumaeh enging

# Roecoilatot e Contro side discharge
» Handie-mounted remole thratlke control
= Large 7" whaaols

+ Folding chromoad handies

Flastic Wataring Can
for Indoors and Qut

=

Colourlul, dwabbke plashe conlaner haa
apdwikler hoad  Appeox 7 gakon
capacedy

18% ofti Osclllating

Lawn Sprinklor

each

Black and Decker
Twin Blade Rotary

Lawn Mowar Reg. 4.99

Dur Sale Price

Reg. 2090
Qur Sale Price

972

Maks your lawn-mowing chores sa Rag. H.00
much sasier wlih this afecirle  Our BalePrice

E 8929

= Twin blade 18" cut
¢ Doubiy naulstod moior
# Alrninium oock
s Cormventent folding hundiee

REGULAR "

STORE HOURS A

MONDAY TO THURSDAY

'9:30 A.M. - 10:00 P.M |

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

9:00 AM, - 10:00 P.M.

Gonlle, rtan bk apray cavers up 1o
2204 s 1t Adpustable for area to be
sprayed

¢

» Prices effective until May 11ih

* Ample free parking facilities

* Satisfaction guaranteed or your money
cheerfully refunded.

Locat_ed in the Bramalea City Centre Highway 7 and Dixie Rd. in Bramalea




