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But Darcy, is the
‘region really

an improvement?

Sorry Darcy, we still don’t believe
in regional government.

It was nice of you to come outl
here and {ry to once again clarify the

economics of the situation for us. We |

in the press certainly seem to
misunderstand the things that you've
been saying.

How in the world could we ever
misunderstand your telling the rural
taxpayers that they've been getting a
‘“‘damn good bargain, but it’s going to
come to an end™?

The imbalance {?7) between rural
and urban taxpayers provides a
length argument in itself which, ever
since the first farmer asked the first
town dweller what his tax bill was,
has never been nor will ever be
resolved. _

But it was encouraging to hear
that regional government would
““enable neighbouring urban and
rural communities to share both the
benefits and the costs of community
resources in an equitable manner.
*Mind you it still hasn't happened, as
any south Esquesing resident will tell
you, but at least you have. your goals
to aim for.

Then you told us those interesting
statistics about regional government
not creating more government. The
number of government bodies have
been cut by almost one-quarter in
newly regionalized areas.

But you didn’t mention what that
had meant staff-wise. Are there more
or fewer personnel now than before?
It sure seems like an awful lot of
people are crowding those two floors
he region rents down in Burlington
and now they're asking for more
space.

Our  lower tiers have
amalpamated with the result that our
new middle tier has increased. And
our top tier, regional government, 1s

~ growing faster than we can provide
secretaries for.

+»0On The Home Front:

- We're experim

But wyou -could foresee this
problem occurring regardless of
regtonal government or not., The
county, you told us, was inevitably
going to expand its staff. But {o such
an extent?

The county might have been a bit
slower in adjusting to this new phase
of growth Halton has been ex-
periencing in the past five years but
would a slower approach have been
all that bad?

That's what gripes us most about
regional government. It's based
lacrgely on the premise thal the old
system couldn’t cope. Grandad can’t
handle what grandson, straight from
university, can.

We happen to think that grandad
has accumulated a lot of experience
in his years and you don't just put him
in the rocking chair for the sake of
giving grandson a chance.

And for that inference that one
tier government is still threading its
way through the corriders of Queen’s
Park, let's hope you're not going to
throttle grandad simply lo keep him
gquiet and out of the -way...per-
manently.

We realize thal this, to use a
favorite terms of yours is ‘'sim-
plistic'' but that happens to be what
we are; simple folks with mortgages,
a tiny front vard and a pay cheque
that's not going to get any bigger than
what the Anti-Inflation Board is going
to allow us.

And we're frying fo figure out,
from way down here, an immense
subject that you folks in Queen’s Park
and Bay Street have barely been able
to rationalize and explain among
yaurselves,

From way down here,
regional government means a very
expensive system for which we are
getting very little that we weren't
getting before.

Darcy,
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by Suspn DeFacendls

Ever since early mon f{irst scrawled
graffitti en cave wails and expressed his
desires by clubbing a well-endowed girl over
the head to take home to meet mother, the
field of communication has been rapidly
Erowing. :

While communication within marriage
s1ill has not progressed much beyond the ‘Me
Tarzan, You Jane' stage, in all other areas we
are being flooded with the how, when and
where of everything from planting zucchini to
beating the stock market.

Where is it all geing to end? We are being
‘experied’ to death. Groandmother did a
pretly good job of raising her family, can we
honestly say we did as well fellewing the
dubious advice of experis, instead nf our
reason and logic?

I remember one incident, about 16 years

ngo, when my twoe small children were
hterally driving me crazy inside a depart-
ment store. After all reasoning with them had
failed, I hauled off and slapped both of them,
hard. They went into shock and my remorse
was immediately as great as my previous
anger had been, but while I am quite sure this
action would have been condemned as brutal
by the behavioural experls, my children
never agnin misbehaved in o store.

Sex therapists ace the latest tip-off artists
to encroach into our personal lives. Nolhing
makes me more angry than having so-called
experis tell everyone what tevel of
achievement should be reached,

Why should a woman be made to feel
guilty about whethier her responses measure
up to expert standards - and on what basis are
these standards set”

~Queen's Park Commentary. ... .o

19 is a good

By Don O'Hearn
Queen's Park Bureau
Of The Herald

TORONTO—It Is hard to find much
argument with the mailn recommendatlons of
the Jones report on Youth and Alcohel that
the minlmum drinking age in the province
should be increased from 18 to 19

Not only have we all heard our own
stories mboul the growth of drinking In the
schoals of the province bul the report itself
had official flgures which should convince
any doubters,

For instance between 1970 and 1974 the
number of Grade 9 students in the province
using alechol increased from 53 percent to 71
percent,

And there was an alarming Increase In
the number of traffic accidents involving
young drinking drlvers.

Along with this both the reports proposed
gge limit and the eationale behind it makes
E€nse,
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‘The theroy behind the 19 year limit is that
this s the age when most students have
finished secondary school and the objective is
1o get liguor out of the high schoals.

The thinking, and this nlso must be
ngreed with, is that once any calegary in the
schools is drinking then almost inevitalily this
15 going to spread down through the schools.

ARF Human

There are other things in the report that
must be agreed with, and some even to be
praised.

One, for example, ts thot all iquor outleds
must carry rion-alccholic beverages and sell
these at pot mare than one-third of the price
of n mixed drink.

Bul the observer has to loke issue with
the fact that the whole document scems to be
baslcally an emanation of the Addition
Research Foundation,

One does not argue in principle ngainst

the ARF.
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- On Parliament Hill

Clark has a

by Stewart Mavleod
{Mtawi Hureau
£ The Herald

OTTAWA-“There was a familiar ring to
thal slatement by Conservative [eader Joe
Clark--thal, when he becomes prime
minister, be will initiate a meaningfel reform
of Parbament.

Aspicing prime mnisters have been
promising this since Confederntion. And
while some went on tuo tinker wilh the rules,
Parliament and s procedures - haven’l
changed druomatically over the last 1) years,

Hemember the pledge by Lester Pearson
to overhaul the Senate so 1t would become
“more relevant?” And remoember how, in
16k, Pierre Trudesu said there would be
Senate reform, with provincial participation
in the appoimtments? Even Sir Roberl Lalked
about it in 194,

And now Mr. Clark is saying he would
make the Senate more representative. 1T am
quile preparcd te conlemplate provincial
participation in the designalion of somce
members of the Senate”

by view of the huzy history of promised
Senate reforms, we won't dwell on Mr,
Clark’s ambitions in this respect. bBul his

ented todeath

Il anything is going to cause men more
problems, it will nol be women’s by, but the
exhortations of therapists demanding an
impessibly  high performance level. Can
anylhing be more ¢alcutaled to kill respanses
between people, than having to aim lor &
certifiente of meril cach lime?

S0, some people pet turned on more than
ollwers So what? Will we next be subjected to
vegetable therapists if we don’l happen to like
green beans?

1 am lired of having to be a superwoman
in every facet of my life, as I am sure the
majority of us are. With every commercial
appearing on  television demanding  per-
fection in our laundry, our teeth, cur cooking,
our appearance, | beeome more enraged.

Magazines and newspoapers combine to
inform us how o be the perfect mother, the
ingpirational working mother, the pinnacle of

age

constructive work and has made a definite
contribulion to better drinking conditions and
patterns in the provinee.

Hut also the Foundation s composed of
human being ond in many cases very
dedicoted human beings.

And very dediented peeple tend o be
tealous, and one-sided.

(lwer the years this i3 the ene consistent
erilicism that has heen able to be made of the
ARE; that it is perhaps too much in love with
gome af its own thinking and proposals.

For instance 0 would “educate” more .

and mare and more,

Yet there has never been o selid welighing
of Just how effective cducation is.

Al lenst this one cbserver would have
maore respect for Jones' if there was a bit less
ARF in its line and more evidence, some
evidence, that it had been more willing to
challenge his theories and proposals,

ather thoughts on parhiamentary réflorms are
cerlainly worth a second glanee. :

“] as prime minister, am not losing to be
frightened aboul a Parliionenl that has the
power 1o look into what 1 am doing,” he says

Power To Commlitees

I think it is well past time that we vesled
in the Parliaoment of Canada, inits com-
mittees, some independent power to niliale
investigations on their vwn.™ He said the
npposition now  had no opporfunity to un-
dertake meaningful initiatives, and he went
on o say that the present parlinmentary
syslem ean be mudified by barrowing from
the American moedel’” and the result will be
preater efficicney,

It waould be difficult for even the govern:
ment 1o argue with the pew Conservative
leader. It is true that the opposition has little
opportunity to undertake meaninglul
initiatves, it's true that the powers of com-
mitiees are oo restricted, and it's true Lhat
the more independent American commitiee
system has o good dealto be said for it

But it's also true that, traditionally,
ppposition leaders have not shown the same
inherent interst in parlinomentary reform
emee they move to the government side of the

wilely perfection, the superh hostess, the
president of the P.T A, and.. Hey! Stop the
warld, 1 want to get off, the cuke is belng
sliced tno many ways.

Excuse me theropists everywhere, but
mavhe yau should combine seme practicolity
with you Garden of Eden illusions. Speakiog
just for mysell, after o full day of perfection
plus the constanl nagring wurry of Ting-
around-the-collar, 1 need sleep, not a tnp 1o
the moon.
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good idea now

Commemns. A prime minister, weighed down
with the heavy responsibility of office, can
hardly be expecied to preoccupy himself with
praviding the opposition with greater op-
partunitics to attack the government. In the
past, governments have lended to concem
themselves only with those reforms which
spevd the legislative process, while the op-
posilich concern has been io increase the
lime available to cribicize legisiation. The
objectives are scarcely compatible,
Frevious Attemptx

The last major procedural changes were
made in December, 1968, by the fresh-faced
Trudeau government which announced it was
arengthening the commitiee system. Instead
of tying up the Commons with an examination
of government spending estimates, this job
would go to a commitice, And all non-tax bills
would also automatically go the commitlee,
instead of being examined by a4 committec-ol-
the-whole-House.

It was #£oink to be a monumental
Ireakthrough. Parlinment would chum out

+ legislation like o sousage {actory, while MPs

wauld make big names for themselves
questioning witnesses in committee.

But it didn’t work out that way. The 20-
member committees, with frequently
changing members, never manged to upstage
the Commons. .

And without enough reporters (o go
urnund, the media ofien gnored them. In the
meantime, politicians, quick to realize that
the Commons was the only forum for national
miblicity, began making use of second
reading--which used to be routine approval in
principle--for major speeches on just about
ay  subjecl. The reform pccomplished
nothing.

Now, a parliamentary committee is
having ancther look at the problem, and ene
of its revelutionary ideas is o have the whole
House debate some the government spending
cstimates. Al least this system had o trial
period of 101 years.

As 1 spid, Mr, Clark's thoughts on
parlinmentary reform are certainly worth a
second glance--largely because, if he ever
became prime minister, he is going to have to
live with them.,
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at all...?

by Gerry Landaborough

This week Viewpolnt leaves its’ regular
format and steps hack in time to share some
nostalgia with you as we all remember the
*good old days."

Recently a dear little old grandmother
said to me "You know to listen o my grand.
doughter tell it, you would believe that her
gencration discovered or invented sex as
something we Just didn't have in my day.”
“Why sometimes 1 can’t even understand
what she s saying. The words just don't seem
ta mean the same things ns | understand ™

How right you anre grandma, even though
I've a fow yeors to go before I reach the
grandmother sipge I too can remember
when.........

grass was something you walked on in-
atend of smoked

pol was something to cook in instead of
smoked

rap was a knock at the door instead of a
ponversation

turn on was something vou did with a dial
or rap instead of a state of high with booze or
drugs

cool was a condition of weather

shades were something lo draw to keep
the sun out instead of eyeglasses or
sunglasses

threads were litlle bits of yarn or cotion
instead of a new piece of clothing

Can vou remember Roy Rodgers king of
the cowboys and Trigger? Gene Autrey and
Champion? Randolf Scotl and good old Hop-a-
long Cassidy? Imagine & movic today with a
title of flopalong Cassidy? It would have to be
s pornographic picture.

Remember when movies were something
the whole family went to and no one had te

blush? _
Can you recall the little beenie felt caps

and sticking pop bottle caps all over
ithem...the mote the better?

And of course radio.. how 1 remember
radio. " A cloud of dust and the speed of light

and a hearty hi-ho Silver...the Lone Hanger
rides again.” How aboul "'Who knows whai
evell lurks in the hearts of men.” and that
crnzy lnughter “The Shadow" knows.

Amaos and Andy with the Kingfish and the
rest of the gang.

Gang Busters complete with sirens and
bullets and the *'gond guys' against the “'bad
guys.” There were so many; Lux Theatre,
Fibber Magee and Molly, the Fat Man, The
Falcon and who could forget “its time to close
the creaking door and the bone chilling
squeak as another episode of Inner Scantum
went off the air. All brought la you with
uncqualed colour ond sets as only “'your”
imagination could provide,

Can you recall dropes? zool-zooter pants
with long gold chains? cinch belts that are
coming back again and angora sweaters for
the girls? How nbout penny loafers and white
bucks?

Remember the Easter Parade when
everyone wore white gloves and m'lady
always appenred in the {rilliest of Easter
Bonnets with flowers, feathers and ribbaons,
atl the latest in spring finery.

Fire Cracker Day the Z4th of May and if
we don't get o holiday we'll all run away.
Everyone celebrated the Queen's birthday
and {lags fiew everywhere. :

Hemember when the school teacher was
Miss Butterworth and her iden of a swinging
night was to sip tea and Lo plan how Lo run off
19 dlittos for her pupils for the next morning”?
Miss Butterworth never did seem to need a
highball to unwind. But then again she didn't
have to face the “now™ generation.

Can you recall the clip, clop, clip of the
ice truck and the kids running after? the milk
wagon and the bread man? and, of course,
“"Rags and Bones - Rags and Bones™ as the
rag man made his way down the streets with
his wagon full of junk? We were olways
taught that the rag man parked his wagon,
changed clethes and went home to the rich
side of town but fo this day [ really can’t say if
its true,

How about “twenty-three skidoo or boop,
boop, be doop? or Does your mother Know
you're oul, Cecilin?

‘The voice of the ald smooth one himself,
who ¢lse but Bing Crosby. Remember Eddie
Cantor? Burns and Allen? not to forget Kay
Star or Kate Smith? Then it all changed with
the coming of the Pelvis...shimmy and shake,
rattie and roli, Elvis Presley and none of us
will ever b¢ the same,

How nbout a D.A. or a bustle back? Keep
you gucssing?
Can you remember the excliement when
someone on your block was sald to have
veoloured T.V." and everyone hurried to
watch it. It was o sheet of plastic with blue at
the top for the sky, pink In the middle, and
green on the bottom all of which were placed
over the black and white and "Viola™ instant

colour.

Remember Sweet Pen? Jasmin? or Lily
of the Valley? ;

How about the Coontaila that hung from
cior antennas? Now 1 ask you why would
anyone want to {ly a coontail in the brecze.
My how times have changed.

It’s (un looking back but time always
moves ahead and to be honeat T wouldn't want
to return to coal f[urnoces that produced nzhes
that had tobe put out for the ashman. No hot
water and sometimes outdoor plumbing. A
lime without the colour turquolse when wine
and green were what you got, like it or lump
IL.

Somedny we will laugh at Dr, Spock and
recall Watergate as spectators 1o history and
we will a1 chuckle ot whot today seems, ch so
very fashlonable.




