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Rusty Ford Owners...

" Local man at cenire of

Tem Becney of Georgetown fsn't at all
nervous about {inding himsell the centre o
the largest automobile class nction lawsuit in
Canadna’s history. The only thing, in (act, that
perturbed him Sunday afterncon os the an-
nouncement of the {iling of a 71 million
lewsuit against Ford Motor Co. on behall of
Mr. Beeney and four other Ford ownera was
made nat n patlonnl press conference In
Toronte was that he had to unexpectedly joln
o panel of lawyers and automoblle experts to
answer questions about the lawsuit, :

“I wasn'l expecting this at all” he
commented about his spot on.the hot seat
following the lengthy discussion in -the
downtown Hollday Ion.

Was he nervous about the imporiance
and the size of the legal battle that he has
initiated as president ol the Rusty Ford
Owners Assoclation, of Ontario, ""No, we'te
simply daing what we feel I8 right.”

Beeney's story is a familiac one for
Georgetown residents who have become quite
used Lo see his rusting 1972 F100 pickup truck
since he declded to make o point about the
rusting body work last summer by covering
the vehicle with signs pointing out hla
problems and complaints,

From the early stories of Mr. Beeney's
dis-satinfaction has grown the Rusty Ford
Ownera Association and from thelr desire to
be compensated for damage to thelr vehicles
has come the $371 million ¢loss action against
Ford.

A Writ of Summons was issued in the
Supreme Court of Ontario last Friday af-
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Taxes up

10 mills
so tar

ternoon on behalf of Beeney ond four other
purchasers of new 1970 through '74 Ford
motor vehicles, claiming damages f(or
“breach of warranty."

According to a statement Issued by thelr
lawyer, Jelfrey Lyons, “the plaintlffs claim
that the defendant has broached certaln
implled warraniles j.e. that the vehicles were
notl reaspnably (it for the purpose for which
they were intended and would be of mer-
chantable quality.

“Moreover the plalntiffs clalm that the
defendant has breached certnin expressed
warranties contalned in ceptain advertising
materials, brochures, ete., and nlso reports
obtnined from the defendant which the
plainti{fs have now been made privity.”

Lyons added that a further class action
ogolnst Ford for the model years 1975 and
1975 is contemplated.

The report [rem Ford which Lyona

" referred to was a confidentis! intermal Ford

Ten mills and stlll rldng. That's the way

Halton Hills' budget stonda at the present
time with two-thirds of the total budget =

.Council doors open

finalized, including the larges! expenditure
paid by taxpayers; education.

With only the region's share to be added It
is definite now that Holton Hills' taxpayers
will be facing increases of roughly 10 to 12
mitls or over $75 per household. -

Although it is still two weeks away from =3
being finnlized the region’s budget indicotesa |
sizable increase. At last week's regional .-
council meeting severnl councillors com- i

mented on the 5 million increase that will

have to be [aced by Hallon taxpayers.
That figure has not been offically con-

firmed, however, as the region’s -ad:

ministration committee contlnues to whittle *!

it down.

As it s now, residents In the part of i

Halton Hills which was formerly in Oakville,
will face the smallest incrense in the town.

The municipal pertion of their tax bills will

increase by five percent or .07 mills and their

: education portion will be up roughly 9.7 mills
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or 12 percent.

Last year their tax bill was up a totnl of
4.68 mitls,

Georgetown resldents will see the
municipal portion of their taxes jump 4.2
percent ar 1.21 mills which, based on this
year's assessment, will mean a $9 increase.
Their education bill will be up nine rmills. Last
year's total mill rate increase for
Georgetown was 1.13 mills.

Tax bills for Acton resldents will show an
11.4 mill rate increase for educallon and 1.48
mills for municipal services, Last year their
total mill rate increase was 5.86 mills.

Esquesing ratepayers will have the
highest mill rate Increase for municipal
service costs as a result of a 6.2 percent jump
which will average out to approximately [.5

“* mills or $10 per houschold.

Further details of the education ond

: .munir:ipal budgets arc provided in inside
. stories in today's Herald.
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quality control document made avallable by
Ralph Nader's Washington Centre for Auto
Safety through the Montreai-based
Automobille Protection Association.

Phil Edmonston, chief apokesman for
APA, was present at Sunday's news con-
ference and explained that the Ford repont
indicated the company had created a secret
syatemn of warranty extensiond (under the
title Program J-67) o cover premalure
rusting of its vehicles in the United States
“but refused similar compensation to many
of its Canadian victims.™

According to Ford's own documents,

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 1878

Witk lhe majority of the members of
council admitting that they had had no ma jor
problems or complaints with the town's press
town council last Tueaday night ngreed to
retain the system that has been in affect since
the firmt committee meeting of Halton Hills:
press and public may attend any commitiee
meetings.

The decision to continue with the existing
systemn squashed a general administration
committee recommendation that the public
and press be prohlbited from commitlce
meetings with the exception of special
delegntions.

Chairman of the committee, Councillor

Les Duby, explained fo council why he had

supported clesing the meetings. "1 have no

problems with the press but my intent is
simply 1o re-catablish the credibillty of

‘. myself as a representative of the people.” He
:7 explained that many times he was asked
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questions about press reports on cvenls at
commitltee meetings ather than his own for
which he had little or no information.

He added that he had opposed opening
committee meetings, which he called the
“working meelings of couneil”, when the
issue was firsl discussed during Halion Hill's
first days.

Pointing to the fact that each counciller
has the agenda of olher commitices’
mectings prior to those meetings, Councillor

2 Dick Howitt replied to Councillor Duby that
- '] know the feciing that you have but you are
2. aware of the fact that an issue is coming

up...You're naot completely out in lefi field."
“But I like to be in o position to respond to
people when they call," commented Duby.
Councillors Huss Miller stated that

works

4 hi-l

coples of which Edmonaton released to the
press Sunday, lhcgremnturc rusting of its
vehilcles ia coused by inndeguate metal
preparation; the severe ‘fuck-under” deslgn
of the Torino, Montego and Pinto, and sub-
standard painting.

Edmonstan added that the APA has hired
an engineering flrm to (urther investigate
whether or not proper metal has been used by
Ford.

Lyaons expleined that although all
ociginal owners of Ford cors manufactured in

L% -
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Canada between 1970 and 1974 were llated as
plaintiffs in the case that did not mean that if
the case 18 eventunlly decided in their favour
that they would all receive the $1,000 per
vehicle asked for in the writ.

“Each persen who cloims to be a
member of that class would then have to step
forward and ahow that hi= vehlcle had rusted
out well beyond what |s conaldered or-
dnary."”

A fund of $371 million ($1,000 for each
Ford vehicle sold in Ontario between 1870 and

i [

As Phil Edmonston addresses the press conference
Tom Beeney (second from left} listens in,

Home Newspaper of Halton Hills

having the press report commitiee meetings
pided in his communications with his con-
stiluents, .

“1t gives the public a chance to get back
to their representatives wilth their feelings
before the matter goes before council and is
passed.”

“Fo deny them the [reedom they're
mtitled te,” commented Councillor Horry
Levy, “not only are we cating away ol the

press’ and public's right to know but we're #

alsa  eating at  their democratic
freedom.”™

Councillor Hoy Booth, who alsoe strongly
supported clseing the doors, peinted out that
had discovered that all  ether
municipalities, with the exception of the
region itself, excluded the press from their
commitiee meclings.

Jokingly Councilleor Mike

wondered why the suggestion

away

Armstrong
to close
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74) would have o be set up by Ford from
which proper compensation lo each owner
wenild b= nald. once he hod oroven his In

dividun) cose before a '‘corporate referee”’,

Lyons warned thal Beeney and the other
four claimants shouldn't “expect [t to be an
immediate success. 1t'a going to be a long,
protracted {ight.”

A precedent-setting case in which owners
of Firenzas, manufactured by General
Motors, sued that car maker is stii] before the
courts *wo years after it began,

The most encouraging sign he could offer
Beeney was Lthat Ford recently settled out of
court a Michigan closs action lawsuit fer
£7.500 brought by 39 Ford ownpers com-
pelining of premature rusting.

Ford refused to settze out of court with
the Rusty Ford Owners.

Referring {reauently to the information
in the controveralal J-&7 document Ed-
monston atated that in it *'Ford doesn't any
that rusting is enly a problem with some of
their cars but ali of their cars. That's
frightening.”

The report states thot "there is o serious
vehicle rust problem on our 1969 through 19873
vehicles in a maximum corroslon en-

“vironment.'’

A memo sent by Ford to ' All regional and
district managers™ announced a “limited
scrvice program covering body rust on 1969
1972 model cars and lght trucks.”

The program was not 1o be revealed to
individual dealers. Instead oll complaints
were (o be handled by the district managers

whao allowed ' 100 percent coverage of repair

e L i

. file papers in Supreme Court

costs through the first 24 months and 75
percent from the 25th to the 35th month
wilhout .regard to mileage."

Canadians, said Edmonston, have never
hed the benefits of thot type of exlended
oovernge.

Industry standards state that all veblcle
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should remaln free of rust for one year, In two
years only rust that can be wiped off should
be allowed. “No metal cerforation on exterior
appearance pancis ts permisaible for five
years,” the industry regulations state,
APA, raid Edmonston, has over 5,000
complaints in thelr files from buyers of late
model Fords complalning of severe rusting
problems with thelr vehicles. The majority of
clnime have come from Ontarlo, Quebec, and

the Hallfax area of Nova Scotia.
Edmonston also mentloned that two

government agencles are investigating
prablems with premature rusting of Ford
vehicles.

The federnl department of consumer and
corporate alfalrs has initinted 2 misleading
advertlalng investigatlon of Ford's ad-
vertiaments claiming that its 1976 models are
free of the premature rusting problems af-

fecting ita 1970-74 models,
The lederal ministry of transport is also

investlgating allegations that Ford'a
premature rusting problems may be a safety

hazard to the public.

The problem, concluded Edmonaton, is
pow beyend the peint of planned ob-
solescence, ““They've come up with a blo-
degradoble vechicle.”
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meetings was coming up this year, an elec.
tinn year, when all councillors should be
keenly interested in receiving oll the press
they could get? _ |
To that Councillor Duby quickly replicd
that there would likely be leas "'politicing” at
commitiee meetings and more work done if

the press waos nol present.
A suggestion that the commiltec

meetings be switched with the meelings of
the subsidiary planning beard, (usually held
on the Tuesday night followlng the commitiee
meelings) in order to allow the press and
public 1o attend was voted down.

On the vote against allowing press and
public to atiend commitice meelings
Councillors Duby, Bpoth, Hurst and Hyde
voled in favor of the closure while Mayor Hill
and Councillors Morrow, Maltby, Levy,
McKenzie, Armstrong and Miller voted
against the change.

Four men injured when
changehouse collapses

A Georgetown man is in 51, Michael's
hospital in Toronlo with “serious back in-
juries'" sustained when o changehouse he and
three other men woere disassembling at
Cedarvale Park collapsed Monday moming,
pallce report.

Charles Sheppard, 61, of 15 King St. Is “in
serious condition but conscious,” said a
hospital spokcsman at press time. The full
extent of Mr. Sheppard's injuries wert nat
known and he is under ehservation, the
spokesman said. "“His vitol signs are stable.™

Mr. Sheppard was f{nken first to
Georgetown  District Memorinl Hospital,
along with two other men on the town crew

which was taking down the chongrhouse,
then transferred te St. Michael's in Torento.

Also injured ln the mishap, in which the
roof collapsed, pollce say, were Samuel
Tenanat, 60, of 59 Wellington St., Acton and
Virginio Desousa, 25, of Georgetown, Both
men were treated at the Geergetown hospital
and released.

Kent Hobinson of Georgetown, the fourth
man on the works crew escaped unharmed in
the incident which pccured at 11:35 a.m.

The town superiniendent, Frank Moretie,
will be submitting a ful] report as soon as he
hns {inished investigatlng, nccording lo
Robert Austin, the lown engineer.

Old arena goin
to be saved

Plans for n secondice surface at the
Gordon Alcott Memorial Arenn have bemn
shelved ns council fost Monday night made a

wirprise move to immedlately set aside
£00.000 for renovilions to the Georgetown

Memorial Arena.

Acting upon a report [rom consultants
hired by the town that indicated that the old
arena could be reconstructed at a coat nol to
exceed $200,000 town counell decided to hand
the matter over to their special commitiee
which -has been handling construction of
recreation [ncitities in Georgetown.

But not witheut oppoeltion. Counelllor Rie
Morrow comp!nined thnt the report from
ltheir consullanls was incomplete and could
not ensuce that the entire arena, incleding the
Hose Room and the front entrance, would be

ettt safe for use once the work is completed.

i o :3;{ .{‘“

“For $200,000 this conaultani can't
guarantee the safety of this building. If he
can't I don't see how any counclllor can,”
commented Morrow.

Councillor Ern Hyde furthered Counclilor
Morrow’s comments by nothing that an
engineering firm he had contacted had
studied the old arena and had concluded that
the work on the building might not be ex-
pensive as indicated in the town's report,

However councillors dissgreed with
suggestions that further engineering reports
be carcied out, delaying the work at a time
when speed is required if Georgelown is golng
to have a badly needed second ice surface in
time for we next winter.

"My maln concern,”” conciuded Coun-
cillor Roy Booth, "is to gel a second lce
surface back on line in dme for next winter,"
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garage gets

full approval

The town's new works garage will be well
underway by this [all, If not tetally com-
pleted. Town council lost week approved
partlal financing of the pew garage to be bullt
adjacent to the municipal building on the
Seventh Line. '

Counctllor Ermn Hyde, who has been ac-
ting aa the chief propoent of the building’s
consiruction, estlmaled that the entire
building will llkely coat & total of $106,000,
much higher than the original estimate of
$50,000.

Expallning the costs Councillor Hyde
gajd that the basle structure of the concrete
Mock building wlll cost in the area of $90,850
and the furnishing ef It wlll require an nd-
ditional $15,000.

When questioned who would be handiing

the brickwork Councillor Hyde staled that he
was gware of only one person in town capable

of carrying it cut to which Moyor Tem Hill
replled, "I don't think it's at all fair to just go

Georgetown Chamber
Commerce

4t Darcy McKeough, ex-
plained why restructured
government should not be hel

In his lpﬁé:h to the
of
Inst Thursday reglons.
the Treasurer of On-

regional

e i

and ask one person.”

Mayor Hill pushed strongly for putling
the work out to limited tenders, which it will
be,

When criticized about the way in which
the planning and now the construction of the
building is being carried out Councllier Hyde
countered that a bujlding of similar con-
structlon would cost $17 per square foot but,
by acting as thelr own contractors on the
project, the town's works department will be
bringing the cost down Lo $10 per square foot.

Couclllor Harry Levy angrily commented
“"The wny we're handling this is wrong.” He
claimed that It has never been authorized by
council in the first place. "We still haven'l
scen any plana.”’

"*To suggeat we have taken the wrong
route,” said Councllor Hyde, "may be

somecne’s opinion. But we've laken o roule

solely reapansible for the tax
&0 percent Increase, [n the new

Ministry studies of 10
] municipalitios,
established from 1969 to 1978
Inclusive, were the source of

d 21 e
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that will expedite the conatruction and ot the
lowest cost possible.’”
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Regional governme

his informotion.

In Halten, the oaveroge
residential tox went up by 15
percent In Esquesing and only
pe Perceni in reurgetown
over the past three - years.
Why?

Sludge site closed ,but

what to do with the mess? CVCA approves siUdy
' on removal of dam

There was an unexpected
surprise ending to an action of
the works committee Monday
cvening when it turned down a
request from Blue -Spruce
Enterprises for a specinl
permit to tronsport digested
sludge to a lot on Concession 4
about a mile and a8 quarler
from Hwy. 25,

Stephen French, of Blue
Spruce  Enterprises, Wis
asking the committee to grant
his company o apecial permil
which would permil tankers
londed with sludge and
weighing up 1o 90,000 pounds
gross welght on the class 1

ministry of the envircnment
that day was sending oul a
letter withdrawing approval of
the aite. In oddition, the town
splicitor had oadvised him, Mr.
Howilt said, that the "use of
the land was conlrovening the
zoning bylaw."

Town engineer Hobert
Ausiin  rend  from  the
municipal stotutes that if o
truck hand o license fo earry
0,000 pounds, the town could
issue a speclal permit to nllow
(hat weight on o claas B road.

Councillor Howill's motion
ot to grant Mr. French's
request was put 1o the floor

terpriscs provides. The motien
passid,

It was then Mr.
French advised the committee
that sludge, after being on the
ficlds for a period of time,
must be picked up ngnin and
that his lightest truck welghed
#,000 pounds empty. He did
not favour the idea of moking
three trips, as would be
required, instead of anly one,
he said,

“If T can’t get my trucks
in, 1 can't get (the sludge)
out.”

what will linppen next is
anybody's guess but the people

MAYOR TOM HILL couldn't resist the
temptation to ask Provincinl Trensurer
Darcy McKeough if there wuas any more
meney on its way to the region or Halton Hills

The Credit Valley Censervaotion
Authority has allotied $15,000, at o 75 percent
grant, lo undertnke o study of the con-
troversinl Paper Mill dam.

Some local residents hold the dam
reaponsible for lee-jomming, which results
in damaging floods, Technical consultant,
through in-depth hydrelogico) analysis, will
determine whether or not this theory is true.

A report presented to the authority by
Engineer Baasscl Knowles suggeal that
“microclimatologleal” conditions, not the
dam, may be the hindrance to the ice break-
up. Sinee the Glen fs located behlnd the
northern slope of o very high hill, both the
height and the topographical position of the

when McKeough paid a visit 1o the town last
Thursday night. McKeough wos the guest
speaker ot the Georgetown Chamber of
Commerce's annual meeting.

Re-locating the river channel in an ex-
posed area of the floodplain would solve this

blem.
o étuTuhy not remove the dam? Sp_ucillhtl
wlll investigate the dam's poasible benefits:
keeping ground water levels high which
keeps the wells [illed; curtalling
sedlmentation; providing a crosaing struc-
ture for the gas pipe line: breaking up the lce
which falls over the splllway; preventing flsh
from migrating upstream, and retalning the -
level of water behind Lhe dam for sesthetic

5.

me consultant’s report, to be presented
to the autharlty In about 2 month, concludes
the the dom §s more problematic than ad-
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rood which has a welght limit
of 22,000 pounds,
Councillor Dick Howitd

tofdd Mr. French 1that lhe service

LT R, - - ama

“*There ape municipal ser-
vices which rural resldents do
receive and should pay for, in
(azes—and yet, until the ad-
vent of restructured govern-
ment, they paid liktle or
nothing for them,' fustified
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and sceconded by Ceuncillor
rn Hyde who had earlier had

expressed sympathy with the
Blue Spruce

gt

En:  giuation.

volue of

sequently, Increases,
“OUne  basie ol
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of Milton und Oakville who use
Mr. French's service are likely

to be most affected by the

| helps e

McKeough, in refercnce v
recreatllonal facllltics, pollce
protection nnd other services
niainly subsidized by the town,
yel avallable for people
throughout the township.
McKeough polnted out that

i{ |s to the benefit of rural
peoperty owners |l the nearby
urban centre I8 well-mannged
and well-planned, because the
their land, con-

4
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hill in relation to the sun and the tree cover
along the river protects the lce from the
clements, and consequently, ice-jomming

restructured government,”
explained McKeough, “is to
enable neighbouring urban
pnd rural communities Lo
share bath the benefiis and the
coat of communlly resources
In an equitable manner."
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vestligation.
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Georgctown’s residentinl
taxpayers stlll paid about $100,
more fin taxes than thelr
cousniterparis In Esqueésling last
year, added McKeough. :

As a result of increased
township taxes, rtcglonal
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vantogeous, chances are It will be removed.

The hydrol
soclal effects of

lcal, envirommental and
e dam are also ¢ In-
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municipalitles had more
money in their coffers.
Collectively, Ontorlo's re-
orgonized governmentis spent
159 percent more money in

Cont'd page 18.
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