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FRED MORRIS, _hdminiutratur of

Georgetown and District Hoepltal, points to

plans for an addition to the hoapital,
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= 1here's no way Georgetown
hospital services can be cut'--Meorris

The Georgetown District
Memorial Hospital was spared
a vislt from health minister
Frank Willlams becouse the
hospital did not exceed the
eriterla Miller used when he
found [t necessary to close 10
hospitals In Ontarlo, sald
hospilal adminlstrator Fred
Morrls in an interview this
week,

Miller's criterla was to
change the bed-to-papulation
ratio from five beds per
thousand populatlon to four
per thousand and if an area
had surplus beds, the Jocal
hoapltal was closed.

To further cut cost, hoapitals
of related size were examined
and those whose costs of
epertlon were high faced
cutbacks in the amount of
money they could gel.

=

“It's o falrly broad cosat
cultlng proposition,” Maorris

said,
But even I the Georgetown

hospltal escaped without
hoving any beds cloaed or
sorvices curtailed, pressure on
the hospltal focilltiea still
remain, Morrls snid,

"The presaure of population
growih s incrensing onus,’” he
sald.

To adequaiely serve the
nealth needs of Halton Hllls,
180 beda are needed, Morris
eald. Now, there are 70 beda
but the hoapital haa the
capabllity to go lo 200 beds
wlith little change in support
services, he sald.

“If you exclude Acton,
you're stlll deallng with 27,000
people, #0 we're still under the
(bed formula) ratlo,” he satd.

But ¥ Acton is Included, *“it's
obvious the. facllities won't
accemodate what we call
Halton Hilla,

“Te accomodate Halton
Hills adequately,” Morris
s1id, *'there nhylously has got
to be some growth,”

He polnted out, however,
that the Georgetown district
hoapital is well prepared for
growth, “We have a darn good
base to build on,’”” he aaild,
limited only by the avallab|lity
of [inances.

In the firat stage of ex-
pansion. Morrls sald, 80 beds
can be built economlically and
quickly on exiating foundation,
taking Into regard the built-in
facilitles of the hospltal,

'"“The seond and third floors
are ready to go any tUme we

get approval,’ he sald, adding

tnat "we could uase the
facillties now, i we were Lo
gar-den Hnllon Hills properly.
If that'a oar regpansibllity
now and no one has aald i is
nol, thal's what vur aren of
responaibillty Is. We could
move o one of thoae [loors
immediately.”

Morrla sald of the

sorgatecem hegpltal, “We've
got congestlion hecause
patienta have ne nuraing
nomes 1o go (o.”” He sald nat
from five to 15 patlents wera In
the hespltal because of the lack
of nursing homea in the area.

He soid that the coat per day
to keep & patlent in a nursing
home is $18 while the cost per
day of a patlent in the hoapital
Is $00.

According to the ministry of
health fermula, there should

be three and a half nursing
home beds per thousand of
population, Morrls asgid,
adding that a nursing home in
the arca has got to be bullt.
“Why shouldn't there be
nuralng home?" he apked,
“On a reglonnl basls, it's
perhaps o llttle over-bedded,”
Morris said, ‘'but the
distribution s in Cakville and

Buclington,"'

"“I{ you toke the Georgelown
population or the Halton Hllls
population,” he enld, “we need
about o hundred beds."

Morria was proud of the way
the Georgetown hospllal
works. "'We operate very el-
ficlently,” he sald. “*We have
noqualms obout alating that in
termws of stotistics or data
avallable.™

As examples of the hesplial’s

: .-.;: efflclency, he eald that the

pulomated beiler plant saved

¥ enough money to finance a

proper maintenance program

BRE R for the hospltal.

Further, o medern dictatlon

i ‘A handling system elimlnated

the need for dupllcatlon of

. dictating equlpment and was
¥ Ovailable on a 24-hour basis to

doctors and administrators.
‘“There's no duplication of
services,” Morris sald. "The

capital equipment ls well
utlllzed,.™

But when [t comes to why Lhe
Georgetown hoepltal 3 well
run, Morris sald, “Yoy've to
ook at the communlty as
well,'”

He had nothing but praise for
the service ¢lubs which sup-
port the hospital on worthwhile
and meaningful projects.
“Publle support is astoun-
ding," hesald. "You can’l help
but look at the wvolunteer
ambulance service. There are
darn few communlties that
have total volunieer service."

“The Red Cross are nlways
very avallable,”” he sald.
Community support of the
Georgetown and District
hoapitnl i “as mecure os
anyone can suggest,”

en Morris rellecied on me
abscnee of  psychlatric
facllities in Halton Hills, he
termed it *"shecking.”

"“"We've got to start copln
with the psychiatrl
requirements of Halton Hills,™
he sald.

“In terma of efficiency of the
hosplial Lthere's no foresecable
way we con cul beds or ser-
vice,”” he gald in summation.
"We're having lo work very
hard to serve the population
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with the services we have.'

Town taxes may go up at least $1

F::ijected mill rate Increases an-
nounced over the pnal month by the region

and the board of educastion indicate the
Halton Hllls" taxpayers will be faclng a
minimum mil rate iIncrease this coming year
of 16 mils or roughly $120 more for a home
assessed at $7.500.

And the town has yet to indicate how
much—if it has to—it will be increasing lis
pertion of local taxes.

All three branches of local government—
board of education, the region and the town—

OBSERVING "THINKING WEEK." As part
of "Thinking Week" the 1at Terra Cotta

Exploding_septic tanks

blame the provincial government’s cutbacks
In local spending as the prime reason behind
the tremendous projected jumpa In tax bills.

Lasl year Halton Hills taxpayers saw
thelr tax bllls jump from a low of 1.13 mlils in
Georgetown to a high of 5.86 mills In Acton,
Esquesing's mill rates Increased by 5.51
mills.

The firat sign of the big increase thia year
was given by the Halton Board of Education
eariy this year when the director of the board,
Em Lavender, lssued an early warnlng that

Brownle Pack studled the dreas of Brownles
of the world. Studying the chart are left to

Halton's taxpayers may face 8 minimum mill
rate increasc of 10 mills as a result of soaring
educational costs.

In last year's local budget, education
spending accounted for approximately 60
percent of the total tax bill.

The board of educatlon’s dire predictions
were {ollowed last week by the announcement
by Halton chief adminlstrative officer, Ernia
Reld, that he presently foresees o 37% per-
cent increase In speoding by the
reglon In 1976 which represents an average

right; Rebin Symmes, Leanne Cook and

Valerle Elwood.

mill rale {ncrense of alx mills neross the

" reglon,

Theregion hopes to ralse over $13 mllllon
through taxes in 1976,

Meanwhile Halton Hills' treasurer Ray
King notes that his department’s work on
preparing budget forecasts for the coming
year I8 running obout one week behind
echedule. However he told the finance
commitice Monday night that they will be
receiving thelr first indepth look at depart-
mental budgets within two weeks and councll
will begin its review of the proposed budgets
In March,

The completed 1976 budget will likely not
be finallzed until late May or early June.

Halton Hills may be in 8 more fortunate
position than the other (hree Haltoh
munlclpalities as It was able, in its 1975
budget, to set aside $210,833 to be u=ed in
stabllizing lts 1976 budget.

As well, while other muntelpalitles have
hod their grants from the ministry of tran-
spartation and communlcations cut

Araatlieally, Halton Hilla' share has heen
estimated to be the same as e, u DOt

slightly more.

However both those polnia may be a
counter-balanced by higher capltal bullding
coats accumulated In 1975, Counclllor Harry
Levy pelnted outl o the flnance committee
that o great deal of the town's major copltal
building projects were completed mid-way
through !nst vear,

When Mr. King was asked whether he
thought the 10 pereent increase In con-
trollable grosa expenditures would be in-
dicated directly in the town's mill rate he
replied that, untll he had had a complete
overview of the budget, he could not say.

Burlington's Mayor blocks Norval

Burllngten Mayor George Harrington
pulled out all stops last week in attempting to
delay, if not siop, the extenslon of the
Georgetown watermain syalem to Norval.

At{lrat trying to warn of the poaslbility of
"exploding septlc tanks™ if munlelpal water
is pumped to Norvel, Mayor Harrington,
seeing that he was gathering lttle support
from his fellow councillors, hinted that
perhaps they should *“consider i the the In-
vestment of providing sewers and waler-
maina to Norval is really worth what we're
investing in it.”

How many peeple live In Norval, he
asked.

Although admitting, as Oakville Coun-
ciller Bill Mason put it, that water for Nerval
was "a calculpted risk we'll just have o
take,” reglonal councillors voled [n favour of
spending $50,000 on englneering feea for the
project.

That expendlture, however, Ls subject to
hearing from the mintatry of the environment
that the project s approved for provincial
financing. No word on that has been
received as yet.

“*We have no cholee,” commented
Counclllor Mason. "'It has been discussed for
two years and we're fully aware of the
problems of posaibly flooding of septic tanks
but we renlly have no sliernative."

“The pecple of Norval are well awaore of
our concerns,” added Halton Hills Councillor

Dlck Howltt. **They're quite prepared to take
that chance,” @

The “chance™ Norva} resldents will be
taking Is that, with the additlon af municlpal
waler into the village, the flood plzln soils will
not be capable of absorbing the extra waler,
Septic tanks throughout the village could be
serlously affected,

“We've got a bad situatlon with con-
taminated water In Norval,' sald Councillor
Mason. “We hove to do what we con do to
alleviate thal immedlate problem. The
urgency of the need for the water pulweighs
all ather considerations.” I, in a year's
lime, preblems are created, he sald, the
councll will just have to consider taking
further steps.

“Ina year we may end up having to build
a pumplng station in Nerval and o sewnge
line back to Georgetown.”

Mayor Harrington, however, suggested
that the plans to cxtend the Georgetown
system to Norval be delayed unill further
reporis are carrjed out on the {easibllity of
installing sewage lines at the same time as
the water lines,

“If the whole thing la atill a year or two
away, why not consider putting in the sewange

lines now?
- "I you solve one problem by creating
another, what do you really achleve?”

That suggeation, Councillor Ernle Sykea
angrily commented, “*is nothing more than a
stall," and no more practcal than "pushing
nlf 85 homes in Norval inio theiriver.”

Oakville Mayor Horry Barrett reported
of a slmllar area In Oakville which had
raunicipal water and sewnge tanks bul ex-
perlenced no problems at all."They have lo
have water in Norval,. Let's get on with the
job of getting It for them'',

Under question by Councillorr Ric
Morrow, the reglon's chle! administrative
ofilcer, Ernie Reid, confirmed the report in
last week's Herald that stated money for the
Norval preject in not included in the minlsiry
of the environment's 1678 budget nor s it high
on the llat of pricrities for 1977 “‘uniess a
health hnzard is definitely proven.”
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MISTER MUSCLE BEACH

OF

GEORGETOWN Needless lo say
Georgetown does not have a beach and,
considering this Is the winner in Saturday
night's Mr. Muscle Ecach Conlest at
Georgetown District High Schhol, one has to
wonder if GDHS hos pny muscles, “Tiger

-

; T L T awiadett

Joe' Willlams would have almoel stolen the.
show Saturday night at the GDHS Benuty
Queen Pageant were it not for the selection of
a surprised (insct} Cathy Elsliger as the
Queen of the high scheol's winter camnlval
which is teking place this week. More pic-
tures inslde today's Herald.

Public meeting on landfill
sites 'a deliberate ob: .acle’

Tonjght's meeting In Burllngton to hear
public reaction to the M.M. Dillon reporl on
posaible sites for the regional landfill aite (2 a
"deliberate obatacle placed in front of anyone
who wonts to comment effectively on the
raport,” atates Bill Johnson, president of the
Nassegaweya Ratepayers Association and &
wall known north ialton environmentallst.

Mr. Johnson noted that the haste with
which the public meeting was called did not
allow anyone to study the report well enough
to really question Its eoncluslons.

The report was released two woeeks ago at
which time the February 25 date for the
glngle public meeting on the repert was sel.

*1 would want to see hydreclogleal maps

Two seeking PC nomination for next provincial election

Two men have already
announced that they will be
seeking the nominntion as the
Progresslve Conservative
candldate for ° Haliton-
Burlingten in the next
provincial election.

Gary Dawkins, defeated PC
candldale In last fall's clec-
tion, however, has stated flatly

The next

1IH

Councillor Ern Hyde told members of the
works committee Monday night that (I
narking on tha sputh side of Miil St. [n Acton
WAl nox eliminated, the merchants on that
street would never provide off-street parking.

He sald the commitiee would be in error
toreconstruct Mill St. the way [t s now.

“It's the wrong thing to do,"* Councllior
Hyde sald. "It's pot progress. Progress I3 the
merchants I Acton | 10 improve uieir
situation by providing off-street parking.'

Counclllor Hyde recommended that Mil
B8t. be reconsiructed with wider sidewnlks
and that parking on the south side of the

that he's "09.9 percent sure
that I won't be running ngain."
provincial election,
he saild, is still well over one
year away. Such an extended
election campalgn would be
to his b as
principal of M.Z. Benneit

School in Acton,
it was a shoct-term

detrimental

spring of next year."
“1 couldn’t

same lime, 8
as principal.”

gireet from Main Bt. to John 5t. be
ellminated,

Counclllor Dick Howitt supported
Councillor Hyde. He sald that unteas parking
is barned on the south side of MU St., the

committee would have fo wall “anotiic,

*vears' for the Acton merchants to proviae

of {-atreet parking.

Ceuncilor Howltt sald there was u lot of
merchants in Acton looking to town councll
for guldance on the issue but In responss to a
remark by Ward 1 counclilor, Joe Hurst, that
works committee meet with Acton merchanta
or at loast get a petitlon from the merchants

election campaign I perhops
might be Interested in running
. agaln,"” Mr. Dawkins told the
Herald, "“but I don't belleve
there will be an election untll

pesalbly run a

long campaign while, at the
1 doing o fuli job

The two men who thus (pr
have Indicated their intentions
to seck the PC nomination at
the local rlding’s nomination
convention on Mnrch 17 are
George Groy of Georgetown
and George Kee of Homby,

Mr. Gray sought the
nominatlon last fall but waos
beaten by Mr. Dawkins, Lost

to see what they desire. Counclllor Howlit
sald the works commitles would be no further
ahead with such a moeeting.

Counctilor Hurat said Ee was opposed 1o
eliminating parking on the sotuth side of Mill
51. ""The road ls narrow enough now so keep 1t
nsitls,' he aald, "Suppose intenyeara we gel
n bypass,'

He sald he would llke to get an expression
[rom the merchants on the matler of the
sidewalk width,

Town enginecr Robert Austin suggesling
that the sidewalk Irom Main ne. to John Mt,
and perhaps even beyond be installed with

meetlng for Georgetown PC's
al which time he gauged his
early Bupport,
troduced a new element into
hia campaign; a queationalre
dealing with wvarious
political Issues which he in-
tends to use durlng his cam-
pakgn if he Is elected,

o decision yet on Mil

‘week he hosled o special "I'm a businesaman who's
not very hoppy with the way
the publc’s monles are belng
handled federeally, provincially

He salso in-
or regionally.

local

economy

Interlocklng paving stones instend of con-
crele, He snld the coat wos the snme.

Councillor Hyde suggested (hat although
the costs would be the same, the cost of
malntenance would be greater,

Englneer Robert Austln replled that if the
inter] paving atones wers properiv
Inatalied Lhere should be no Increase in
maintenance costa,

Councillor Hyde then saked If it had over
been aeriously consldered lo change Mill St.
and Church St. into one way atreels,

Engineer Robert Austin advised him that
Church St. was rebullt as & residential atreet

"I belleve we should be
returning to asound busainess
praclices In handling our

to  produce a
balanced budget.”

| St. parking

[arming

and did not have a foundatlon that could toke
heavy traffle,

Councillor Hyde showed the commitiea n
photograph of St. Alban's Drive ond
recommended that the works commitiee
allow parking on the south side of the atreet
but oliminate it on the north sfde. Councllior
Hurst approved of thls motlon.

Chalrman Mlke Armstrong felt that the
works. committee should meet with the
planning committee on the lasue of what to do
with Mill St, becawse third reading of the
h;rill?; which would permit reconatruction of
M .

A graduate of Ontarfo T o

of the area and to be able to visit the sites and
go over them before | draw any conclusinna
hr. Jehnson said. *“Then I would tnke them
batk to my ratepayerdn o get thelr
oplnions."

"It took me three weeks to complete my

study of the Macl.aren Heport,” he zaid.
"The time element is ridieulous
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Agricultural College he has i 7 . --®Y 7
been involved with livestock """

feed snles and I8 presently |-
a 200-acre operation

at RRt Rockwood whero he i~ -
produces turkeys and beef Ly oo
caltle plus another 200-acre ;...

Conlinued on page 23,

PAUL NEILHON of Acton travels up and
down Mill St the merchanta to slgn a

tition for a mlll Increase which would help
inance off-sireet parking.




