The bureau
What do they do?

U your boy or glri gets
caught shopiliting, damaging
property or breaking and
entering by Halton Reglonal
Police, llkely you will be
meeting Sgt. Al MeQueen,
chief of the youth bureau In
Halton Hills,

“Most people think once
police grab a youthful of-
fender, he's hauled off to
court,'” Sgt. McQueen, told the
Hernld this week. He ex-
plained that except in the case
of breaking and entering,' an
automatic court appearance’’,
there's & blg difference in how
children are treated by the
police.

“A youth officer has much
greater discretionary powers
in deallng with kilda than in
deallng with adulis,” He sald
there [s "a wvast difference
between & criminal and &
foclish child.”

The "discretionary powers"”
which guide 5gt. McQueen, 43,
are contalned In the Juvenile
Dellquents Act which says in
part:

“Where a child is found to be
& deilnguent, he shall be daalt
wlith, not as an offender, but as
one requiring help, guidance
and proper supervislon.

McQueen said this section of
the act and the one foliowing
are the "crux' ¢of hls work,

Parents

The act says: *...the care,
custody and disclpline of a
juvenlle shall be ns nearly os
poasible as should be given by
its parents. As for as prac-
ticable, every juventlo
delinquent shall be treated, not
as a criminal, but ps a
misdirected and misgulded
child, and one needing an,
encouragement help and
asslstance. .

When your chilc-has been
plcked up by the pollce, Sgt.
MeQueen snid, you are con-
tacted ns soon as posaible to
attend with your chlld an in-
terview with the Sargent.

**The main reason for the
interview,'" Sgit. McQuoeen
said, *'is to ecstablish &
recommendation to the
court."He added that & court
oppearanceé may nol be
necessary becnuse the bureau
had 2 number of methods of

~deating with children.

The 14-year police veteran,
who haa headed the youth
bureau since its inception In
Halton Hills in 1872, told the
Herald that for minor offences,
"Perhaps we'll toke no ac-
uﬂ'ﬂ.“

This would be the case If he
could be sallsfied thal the child
came from a good famlly and
had good discipline. He pointed
out that the “*vast majority’” of

children in trouble come from
mlddle class and upper middle
claes homes.

“*Leas than three percent of
the kids [ see comg from
broken families."

Emphaaizing that each case
is approached on on Individual
level, Sgl. McQueen said
should the child be In trouble
ongaln, he or ahe would recelve
o reprimand with a cautlon,

“Well over 95 percent of the
kida, you can talk to. You polnt
out he has made a miatake asd
must bear the respenalbility.

“wnen 1 get together with
the parents and & boy, It's for
one reason. We're not here to
discuss 8 crimlnal. We're here
to discusa o boy and how lo
case him back into the maln
slrepm.”

A lurther method the youth
burenu uses, Sgt. McQueen
sald, |2 a "voluntary super-
vision programme," an
agreement between the
parents, the child and the
youth officer which setas out
guidellnes te govern Lhe
conduct of the child for o
speeifle period. Often, thia
takes the form of o curfew and
a warning to stay away f{rom
potential trouble spots.

He maid that probobly 50
percent of his work deals with

famlly problems which are not
included in the statiatlca of the
bureau. _

“Parents mny wish a blt of
advice on who to see,” he sajd.
If 8o, they are referred to the
Children's Aid, Family
Counselling, Department of
Public Health, Addictlon
Research Foundatlon, Board
of Education attendance
counsellera, psaychlotrle
facllities in Brampton, Guelph
and Burlinglon, or any other
sultable agencless—

Sgt. McQueen nlao works
with local aports groupa,
service cluba and army cadets
In nattempting to get. o
youngster back onto Lhe raila.
Locals groupas are "most co-
operatlve' he aaid.

“When you bring a child to
Juvenlle Court," he zald, "it's
for authority to get the child
trented."”

In reviewing Lhe stntistlca
for the number of juveniles
ond the number of occurencea
In 1975, Sgt. McQueen was
delighted to note a decline of
about 12 percent over the
previeus year. Polntlng out
that the bureau will release
only percenteges and nol
actual [igures, he added that
ene oul of five juvenile of-
lenders was female,

must accept responsibilities

An important part of the
work of the youth burcau is to
make youngsters and adults
too, aware of whalt the youth
bureau does. Lnst year, Sgi.
McQueen eatimated he had 35
apeaking engagements, all of
them outaide working hours.

In additlon to atiending
"bear pit sesslons” in local
high schools, Sgt. McQueen
and Constable Wayne Jeasup
who also works on Lthe youth
bureau covering the Acton and
Milton areas, moke a apeclal
effort to quench any sudden
upsurde in ®iuvesnifflng or
shoplifting, for example.

“I high scnool kids were
running our soclety,” Sgt.
McQueen sold "they would be
much tougher on soclety.”

He said, "'the minute the kids
have the slightest feellng you
ore taking them along the
garden path, or just throwing
cut cliches, they'il back right

off.”
He sald he often points out to

kids that it can be a “‘dirty,
rotten world but a person has
to live in it. But once you learn
to llve, life can be wenderful.
But God help us when the doy
comes when children don’t
make mistakes.”

5gt. McQueen sald he
believes children have to be
influenced by parents who sel
o good example and “not the
big stlck' but he secs nothing
wrang with cerporal punish-
ment.
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SERGEANT AL MCQUEEN counsels a

father ond a little boy

“It saves a lot of words and
can'l be misunderstood,” he
sald, adding that it should
never be more severe than a
“cuff on the head. If you didn't
moke 8 point with the first,
three won't make any dif-
ference.”

5gt. McQueen orlginally
wanted to be an opera slnger
but nlter ilve years in the navy
and 8 year with the Ontfarie
Provinclal Pollce joined the
pallee force here.

He is married and has two
sons and a daughter and the
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gnly hobby he admits to is o 10-
acre farm pear Balllnafad.

"Why did I gel into the youth
bureau? Well, for the record,
I'd have to say [or the
cnallenge and the obvious
need, but off the record,
becouse it's extremely
fascinating.”
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YOUTH BUREAU CI}HET.';liLIHE: :".’Ju;ma Georgetown’s Lanagien Tire Store set up o

Jessup,

Since [ast March Constable
Wayne Jessup hos worked with
Youlh Bureau head, S5gt. Al
McQueen and is responsible
for the bureau's activitics In

Acton apd Afiton.
A four-year veleran of the

District 1, Halten Hllls pelice
station, Conat, Jessup, 34, told
the Herald In & recent In-

with John Hancock (left!

thal parents who must bear
total responaibllity for their
children, ndding that the job of
the Youth Bureau could be
easler il more parents were
able to answer the qucstion:
"Do you know where your
chlldren are now?"'

0f working on the Youth
Bureau he said, "I enjoy (L. It's

of poster warning of dangera of shop-lifting.

got its frustrations bul what
job hosn't,"

When he is not ou! looklng
for runaway children, helding
interviews with concerned
parents, speaking to children,
Const.  Jessup  enjoys
snowmobiling with his family.
He haa two girls pged ten an
Blx. -
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FEATURING A VALUE-PACKED SELECTION OF
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terview that he dld not get into
police work with burning
engerness,

After graduating from
Ryerson Polytechnical In-

stltue in Toronto In 1964 with a g GET
diploma In metalfurgy, he , i
worked for the Orenda o 4 I v LVED
Divislon of Hawker-Siddley, :
aerospace manufacturers in - 2 T WITH THE
x4y~ CANADIAN

Handsome Medlterranean-styled
credenza in rich dark Vintage Oak grain
finish.
® Q53000 100 Solid
State Chassle
® Replaceable Plug-in
Circuit Maodules
® Super Insta-Matic color
funing
® Matrix Plus picture tube
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But working as a "'part-time
con- . : ;

INFANTRY

Ontarlo Provineial Pollce for a
Conyider the Infsntry &5 an oppartunity to discovar

year gave hlm an insight Into
police work, he sald, and he

yoursa!f and the world. It [s a hard demanding [ob but the
rawards are groat. Considar these -

made the switich.
TRAVEL

“'Being rather
servative,” he said, *I don't
jump right [oto a thing.”
But aflter getting a chance to
work on the sensitlve Youth
The Infantry are stationed In Victoris, B.C., Edmonion,
Calgary, Winnlpeg, Petawawa Onfarie, London, Ontario,
Quabec and Lahr, West Germany. o addilion soldiers are
found In Cyprus and Egypt. Exerclags are conducted from
ihe Arctic Circle to Panama and from Norway to Alaska,

Bureau, “'I didn't turm the
oppertunity down."

We guarantee that you witl know more ¢f Canada and the
World In five years,
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Up-to-date styled cabinet in Ebony finish
and pewler color accents.

e QM X-2 100~ Solld State
chassis

@ In-Line Matrix Stripe plcture
tuba

® Insta-Matic color tunin

Picture contral '
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In the Youth Burenu, he said
the “matority of our problem
{s willul damage of public and
private property.’’

A problem that stays with
the Youth Bureau is why
children from good homes
whre they recelve dlacipline
shouw!d become vondnls.

“I'm not a phllosopher, but It
must mean something."

He sald parents must accept
responaibility for their
children and dlscuss thaic own
children If they wish those
children to keep out of trouble
with the police. PAY

Of the Youth Burenu, he An
anid, "We're here boslcally to Initially
help the kids." After 1 vyear

After dyears Upto$11,952 per Year
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COMPANIONSHIP
When you work, (ive and traval with 600 othec guys for flve

years you develop some pratty good friendships which will
last 2 Nfetime, Inor outof the Services,

following :
450 a monh
3575 a monlh
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SMALL SCREEN Color Portable

Caompact portable designed for clegant

simplicity

. QMX-1 100! Solid State chassis

. In-Line Matrix Stripe picture tube
wlith pre-focus lens

. Picture Control

. Concealed carry handle and hideaway

dipole antenna

MODEL WPagozMU
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Something that has not
helped keep children out of
trouble Is the lowering of the
drinking age from 21 lo 1B,

In additlean you recalve foreign Ilving aliowances In
Europe, UN pay In Cyprus, field pay on oxercises and
numergus [Httle benefiis such as movement allowances at
Conat. Jessup belelves, He sald every mova, Further, you recalve free medical and dental

ﬂ}_lud;eﬁm{:d é:u:hn dntlﬁ;;hﬂ;? cara and Inexpensive room and board.

dances. Even more dangerous E R

E&ﬁmuﬁf&: ffﬂ? ;‘i';:; Although many get out after five years of serive, for those
dIEI;:}E'\I’E«;ﬂHE more im- who decide on a coreer the opportunities far promaotion are
ﬂwjrcd 16 old drivers avallable to anybody who applles himaall, Of course wilh
W A ' s career o soldier becomes aiiglble for a grenat pension

H"-'i“ to i;!.lchnhnl and the scheme which will provide for you en retirament,

roblems causes
Ehudren. The next most
serious problem is shop-lifting,
anid Const. Jessup who wans
unhappy lo note that for many
children. "it's the first time
caught, not the first tme
steallng.” :

Like 5gt. McQueen, head of
the Youth Bureau, ?DHIL
Jesaup Is a bellever in “a
l:cru.ll::

16 Diagonal COLOUR PORTABLE

Compact Portable designed for elegant simplicity
QMX — 1 100°% Solid Stata Chassis

In-Line Matix stripe plcture tube with Pro Focus Lens
Piciure Control

Concealed carry handle and hideaway Dipole Anfenna
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PURFPOSE
The Infaniry ares keaping 1he peace in Egypt and Cyprus.
They ara coniributing to our defence commliment In
Europe. Soldlers particlpate In exercisss deslgned 10
- guarantee Canadian soveralgnty [n ihe Arctic, and the |ast
picture you saw of Forces personnet assisting In searches
for lost chlldren or escaped convicts ¢r bullding dikes o
pravent flooding were In all probablilly infantrymen, We
work for peace In Canada and aroynd the world,

Wide
157" Deep

amount of corporal
punishment.

You definitely don't want to
beat your kids,'* he said, “‘bul
yout do need to get the message

acroas,”
He re-emphasized the belief

Requiraments to joln the Infaniry can be found &t the
Cansdlan Forces Ruecrulting Centre. 150 Main Streat Wast,
Phone 513-2731 Monday 1o Friday - 1:00 A.M. 10 4:30 P.M.-
or visit the Mobile Recruiling Unlf, Georgetown Armorles
2nd and 4th Wednesdsy esch monih 12 noon-4:30 P.M.
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