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bullding will be discouraged
becausa of Ontario’s oew
rent-control legislation, the

select committes studying
the bill has been told.

The Urban Pevelopment
Institute, which represents
the largest single group of

ent owners, sald in i
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" ::elll.ng cn rent f(ocreases
should be raised to 10 percent

because 1t is  ‘'clearly
unnecessary and s ex-
ve,"!

ceedingly oppressi
P.M. Farlinger, director of

-~

the Institute, sald ‘unen-
forceabile and eoven un-
monitorable’’ services might
be cut back if the bill, an it
stands, becomes [aw,

He sald the of the
bl should coincide with
federa) selective wage and
price conitrols announced on
Ocl. 13.

The legialstion should end
when the federal contrela
cease, he added,

The services outilined
Farlinger include land.
scaping, decorating and

appliances.
The legislation nsays
Ydiscontiniance of a service,
privilege, accommodation or
thing" by a landiord that
rechices a {enant's '‘use and
enjoyment'' can be con-
b increass in rent,

Noallowance for an appeal
from the elght percent
cefling untll Jan, 1 has baen
mada in Bil] 20,

After the new year, both
tenants and landlords will
have access {0 rent review
cificers and a rent review
mdt

replacement of carpeta and

svember a building month
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— this is indicatlve of a -
sustained sourt in
construction, then the future
may Indead be bright.
Another hoppy note waa
struck " in the multiple
dwelllng field, which by and
large i3 apartments. Here
starta in November at 10,793

" were almost double those of

the same month a year
earlier. Agaln, if this is
indicative of turning the
corner, maybe there |2 some
rellel in the rental ac-
commodation fleld, which
has been a disaster area
where aparitment hunting
has become an exhaustive
nightmare.

However, slarts are one

thlnlg; completions are
another. Unlike the con-

“struction Hme required for

uingle-dluituchad.hmu, two
cars ls' oot an unusua}
ength of {ime fo complete an
| ent tower from the
ma the first sod s turned
untll it Is ready for oc-
cupancy, So the apartment
shoriage will linger a while
noe matier how many new

apartment bulldings are
undertaken in the immediate
future.

Moreover there |5 con-

- slderable catching up to do.

Apartment construction
during the first nine months
of the year acroas the nation
totalled only 33,477 units — a
31 per cent decline com

with the same pericd a year
earlier. -

The inevitable result wans
the worsening of an ominous
trend which began {o appear
back 111 1972. At that Hme the
natienal averge for apart-
ment vacancles was 5.5
cent. It has now skidded to
1.8 per cent and will
all the I[magination which
can be mustered on the part
of the government and the
development industry
through ‘increased produc-
tion to return the rental field
to the level of 1972, Then
landlords were vylng for
tenants and there was a wide
choice of accommodation

and prices,

Hut acting as a coun-
terweight to iccreased

. productfon of rental ac-

commpdation will be remt
controls, They are slowly
becoming law across the
country a8 part of the wage
and price conirols packags,
the bralnchlld of the federal
goverrunent.  Historically,
they have not contributed to
stepped-up apartment
production. Infact, they had
just the cpposite effect,

* coupled with other un-

desirable lds effects such ana
reduced melnotenance,
deterforation and new
ienants sven being forced (o
pay a fee to oblaln an
apartrent,

Representative of the
attitude of privale industry,
which in the past has been
responalble for large-scale
apartiment developnent, s
thnt of the Canadian Institute
of Public Real Estate
Companles. Commenting on
the proposed Ontario rent
control leglslation, an in-
atitute spokeaman sald such
controls {an 8 per cent In-

-crease retroactive to July 80}
“will completely precluda
future investment In rental
bousing and will create the
worst houaing crisin in the
history of the province.”

Even withatit rent controls |

the vacancy rates In Regina
and Saskatoon have been
virtuslly zero. Other citleg

-where there has been no rent

control in the past, but where
VECANCY rates are below 1 pr
cent, include Edmonton,

Calgary, Thunder Bay, and-

Saint John, N.B. There iz
some concern that when rent
controls become law the
aftcatlon could be further
aggravated.

On the other hand, there Is
a poesibility that this short-
fall in apariment con-
atruction will be at Jeast
partly offset by galns in
purchasable housing if the
enthusiasm of Urban Alfairs
Minister Barnett Danson {or
his gew housing incentives {s
translated into actual

housing starts.
Tha sevenpoint
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revised Apaisted Homo
Ownershlp Program
(AHOP). Danzon will make
AHOP housing available to
any Canadlan who wants to
buy moderately priced

. The government
will provide Intarest-
reducing grants of up to $730
& year, among other things,
{0 make home ownership
avalilable,

The program was designed
to produce a million new
bousing units within four
years and eimultaneously
alleviate unemployment by
providlng a mililonman-
years of work. Judging by
the jammed Central Mor-
igage and Housing Corp.
awlichboards for a con-
siderabla time after the
package was announced, the
public is to climb
aboard the AHOP band-

wagon.

What to put in a balanced toybox

With the toy-buylng seazon
once more upon us, it’s helpful
to have some practical advice
on Loy selection which, afl too
often, becomes a haphazard
exerclae in compromiase,

_substifution and guess work.

Anexcellent {dea that Mattel
Canado, & leading toy
manufaclurer, dispenses to
consumers writing in for
advice on chooaing ioys {8 that
of the balanced toybox. -

The concept Is based en the
-four baslc kinds of play defined
by psychologists: actlve
pbysical, marlpulative or
constructive, imaginative, and
social. A balanced toybox
would, thus, contaln toys that
involve children in each of
thess kinds of play.
nl?rﬂgtrit !gfnl;l:lng obvious

on able to plan
your loyshopplng Hist and
budget around categories of
playthings there are several
other adventages,

For one, balanced play
activities help develop a well-
rounded . For another, a
variety of carefully selected
toys 18 likely to sustaln a
child's Interest for longer than

' toys that are basically similar.

some loys lend themselves
toseveral kinds of play, These

not only expand children’s'

play experiences but also help
develop thelr mental and

phyelcal cepabtlities. Toys of

hth‘;tﬁm n[re: of mn?ml.ha
value for your

et le your toy-buying

If you buy a toybox, In-

~ cidentally, be sure the lid is
" counter-balanced and does not.

have g lock or catch.

A balanced toybox should,

acconding to Matte]l Canada,

Inciude:
A ball: for toddlers, a

" rubber ball suitable for indoor

use, for older children, a
baseball and bat, a tetherball
with standard.

A bath toy: for bables a

floating duck; for older

chlldren, a diving whale,
ﬂmin?lung soapdish or scrub
rge klm
colowrful iflustrations, e
A musical toy: for toddlera
and preschoolers, & jack-in-
the-box or toy gullar; for older

children xylophones,

marimbas or bongos. :

A cuddly companlon: for
toddlers and preschoolers,

A life-llke doll: for
preschoolers and older
children male and female
multiple-activity dolls,

A bullding toy: for

preschoolers, take-apart

trucks or anlmala, for older
children wooden logs or
sophisticated building seta.

Puizles: for preschoolers,
almple wooden ones with four
to ten pleces; for older
children, progresaively dif-
ficult :

A wheeled toy:  for
preschoolers, push-around
cars and trucks, for older
children, racing sets or
electric trains.

A wheeled ride-on toy: for
toddlers (space and- safety
permilting), a tricycle, for
older children, a blcycls.

Games: for younger
children, easy to piay, quick-
winner games, after age eight,
competitive word or strategy
games,

Art supplies: for zmalley
children, cravons, finger
paints, coloured paper; for
older ones, sculpting clay,
watercelours, embroldery and
stitchery.

Mary Wiseman, co-ordinator
of a developmental learning
programme at the chlldren's
menial healih unit, North York
General Hespital, has cop-
ducted ve research into
pley apsessment and the
relationships between various
kinds of toys and actlvities.

She points out that before

adding toys to a playbox,

parents should take [nto ac-
count the child's present level
of competence and the toys it
already has, '

“It's important for children
to have some loys Lhey've
already mastered and can feel
happy with when they're
Llreci." says Mrs. Wiseman,
“They also need toys that
chalienge their current
capabllities as well an some
that are a little advanced.

“The need to experiment
with more complex toys <an
emerge without the mother
being aware of it. If thess toys
are in the playbox, the child
simply pl them up and
tackles them.,"

Children sometimes becoms
frusirated with new toys
slmply because they don't
know what to do with them,
It's & good idea for parents to
dﬁﬁmg:tlfyml Can t;le.dnnu

a actually
with it and involving the c%ﬂmg
in the actlvity.

Some manufacturers do,
incidentally, guarantse Lhelr
toys against breakage, Matte]
Canade, for one, guarantees
Its products for thres months
from tha tims the child ac-




