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Who is watching?

The Halton Board of Education
appears to have been caught with its
dirty books down.

It all began with questioning of
*“Go Ask Alice.” (We still maintain
that it is 8 book that warrants in-
clusion on high school reading lists.)

When we see, however, such other

books as “‘I Never Loved Your Mind"”
and “Rabbit Redux' finding their

way onto school curriculums we get a
little wary about just what is sitting

on school llbrary shelvea?

The quesuonable merits of those

books we won't bother reviewing,

What does re?ulre questioning is
the kind of analysis they and all other
books receive prior to their in-
troduction into regional schools.

Unless we were mistaken it ap-

ared that some board of education
tees were feeling a bit uneasy
when excerpts of I Never Loved
Your Mind" were read to them two
weeks ago by & representative of
Halton Renaissance,

Their uneasiness was certainly
justified. We don’t believe they
realized just what sort of questionable
material was in that book. Yet the
{rusiees are supposed to be one of the
saf rds in our educational system .
that ensure-that the curriculums of
our schools are above questioning.

The board’s attentiveness in other
educational areas is sharp. They
keep a cloae watch on matters such as
driver education fees, maternity
leaves , and program council reports.

But their attention seems to have
been rather low when It came to their
examination of the list of books that
were supposed fo be used in Halton

this year.

ut the blame for laxness would
be unfairly balanced If we placed it
solely on the trustees’ shoulders.
They are only the flnal safeguard in
the entire reviewing process.

The trustees are handed an im-
mense liat of books, withlittle
background material on them, and
from that th:ﬁ're Eutfupo@ed to draw
out %nnym &ﬂlm% {}achr}f books.

3 ooks -
d tham

possible.. Trying to rea

that might contaln poor language or
weak content is too much of a hit and

miss proposition.

The trustees instead place &
eat deal of confidence in the
ecisions of the board's staff. Ap-
parently, in this case, a member of
the board’s staff has gone a bit too far
indeciding what direction the English
cu;rinutmn in Halton schools should
take.

The board, we hope, is asking
questions of its staff, finding out just
where and how the decisions on those
books were made.

The trustees are alse, we hope,
taking steps to examine the important

question arcund which this entire

roblem revolves: what is the role of
e English course in Halton schools?
Is it a philosophy course or a

course in the proper use of the English
language?

Once thatis decided they can then
rhaps move onto coming up with a
tter safeguard system to review all

books prior o their installation upon
book shelves in our public and
schools.
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| The 'Impossible Dream’ is coming true for the NDP |,}

hand without aces.
But then !s it perhaps really

By DON O'HEARN
Queen's Park Baresy
Of The Herzld

Ah, they are riding high.

The NDP are s0 happy these days you
want to get close to them so some of it might
rub off.

And they are ever so pleasant and
‘detached, In the foot-steps of their leader.
Stephen Lewis is following a careful, cool
colrse,

His immediate main objective obviously
Is to knock down the curse of ‘'soclallsm’
which he knows will be thrown at him from
every angle In the next electlon campaign.

And he is handling this admlrably. He
would get across to the people that *'you have

Viewpoint

- The

by Gerry Landsboroagh

This week vilewpoint puts aside the
regular ¢column and [n the rhythm of the
writlten word, in poetry, looks at the ever

iecreasing problem of the “runaway", the
youngsler that runs away from homa. The

following Is entitled appropriately

The Runaways
By G. Landsborough

Down on the eastside, [nt a three-room shack,
& mother gazes at the cracks

She looks arcund in bleak despair - how could

she go and Jeave me here?

There's five kids to leed, and I'm alialone
Why the hell did that brat leave home?
She’s still a kid, not fully grown, thinks she
can make it on her own

And yet for a moment comes the fear, will she
be al] right - will she make it cut there?
Runnlng from what, just as hard as she can,
not woman, yet never a child again.

. In a fancy house on the high side of town, a
father has the car sent round
What's with that kid, can’t he understand we
can't be here to hold his hand

There's ‘pll.':ﬂ to go and people to see, im-

portant for business, important for me,

And yet that look when he walked out the
dogr, a look that sald never, never, no more--~

The father reaches for his Initlaled case and
the coat that shows his socls) place
Andyet
wishes that his boy was near

Not a child and pot a man, runsing from
what, just as hard as he can.

A mother sits with tear-stained face, dear

God why did she leave cur place

What would make her leave, when wo love

her 8o, dear God she's far too ym_mgt:u?ﬂ.
We gave all we had, we did all we could
we do too much was it just too good?

Were we {oo strict, too hard, too soft, what

maore?

And shesita and stares at a closed tight door.

, for a moment, he {eels the fear, and

- did

nothing to fear from us."

He Ia y confldes (o the house that
his party is really only ‘‘pink socialist."
When Lhere is discussion of a Davis meeting
in New York with U.5. bankers he cheerfully
asks “And what did they have to say about
the NDP?" (The subject didn’t come up.)

Times are high indeed!

PLAYING IT CQOL

Underneath it all, of courze, is a dream.

The NDP lighthouse finally is in sight.

Perkaps they really only trust to think the
thought 1o the dark security of thelr beds at
night but NDP {althful's can see themselves
finally in power. And it Is a tuscious dream.

The question is, on the realities just what
are the prespects of I(?

An g padre sald of kind-hearied women of
the night they are both good and bad.

And yet for a moment comes the lear, what
wlll happen to that girl so dear

Running from what, just as hard as she can,
not grown, not child, alone and so young in the
world of man.

A grandma tidles up the floor, she tells
herself 1 could do no more |

Since his folks were killed I did my best, he
was bad {from the atart, that's the truth I
guess )

Lying and stealing and putting folks dawn,

- always golng Lo the bad aide of town
And yet for n moment comes the fear, why

did ha go-why couldn't he be here?

And the grandma wipes the tears away, and
stares at the dawn of another day

Not a boy, and not a man, running from what,
Just as hard as he can .

A father puts the football back, and thinks of
college and fleld and track

And thinks of the needle he found on the floor,
and asks God why, could we have done more

Why, why, dear Lord, with a tear atained

face, we loved him so what’s wrong with this
race

A world filled with filth thui can somehow
take, a [oving son and 11l him with hate '

Years Ago

Gage Stationery opens

From the Files of the Herald
FIVE YEARS AGO

Trixie, part chow, and part tertier, died

Saturday at the advanced ago of 17, in human
yeara equivalent of age, Trixie would have
been 110 years old. Trixie was owned by Mr,

and Mrs. Bill Bingham of 23 Hewson Cres.

Good in that the party now has a goal that
it can suddenly look on as possible,

Over the years the NUP never reauy has
thought it would soen reach power, perhaps
pot even in ocur time. It may have talked
power, but it never had a bellef in it. Ita
concrete goal, has baen to outdo the Liberals
and become tha official Ition.

But now it has had that sudden turn of
fortune, a dramatic turn of the scope to
change the minds of men.

it has hope. More than hope it can ac-
tually see the beacon. This means that finally
it has direction, a clear and poeslble goal and

haps clesr path. And with thls all the
gﬂ:ﬂtﬂ direction can glve a party as well an
a person - vitality, drive, optimism, the will to
do and the willwtn win,

This is very-very important to the NDP.,
Ita most important reward from Lthe election.

Runaways

And yet for R moment comes the fear, will he

- be found dead, will tonight we hear?

No longer a child and never a man, running
from life just as fast as he can

And all the parents ask the reasons why, did
wa glve too much or didn't we try? .
What makes some go, while others atay

Do they have to run to find thelr way?

For llfe it holds so tmany fears {or both the
young and old in years

The worid can be a frightening place, and
some musi run to keep the pace

There never Is & right or wrong, In why the

‘very young leave home

Same are weak and some are atrang - for
some i's forever, for others not Jong

Some listen to a distant drum, that only they
can hear .
Some llsten to an lnner voice that fills their
souls with fear

And moms and dads they alt and walt, some
In hope and scine In hate

For moma and dads all learn the why, if they
make you laugh they'll make you cry

The young must find a place to stand, to moke
their spot In & troubled land

To [ind what they are searching for

To find themselves, and nothing more.

-

Georgetown has a new Industry which
pians to initially employ over 100 paarllu.
Gago Sialonery Lid. began operations laat
weeX In the former Dennison Manufacturing
plant on Todd Road. The firm will procuce
text books, envelopes and statiooery.

&

Breaking the ice to enter were s¢uba.

Needs To Break Jacket
Most imporiant because on it could hinge
the party's chances of sctually formlnga
government after that electlon now some slip-
ef-thellp, fancy-of-a-politician’s mind away.
On the statistics this posaibility would not
seemn to be at hand.

The hard figures on the September vole
on the cold look show the NDP as most for-
tunate, fortunate {o the point of being blessed
by the gods.

it got a popular vote of 958,654, This was
only 63,000 more than it got in 1671, .

- Yet lt doubled i ts number of seats from 19
38.

You have to say that it got every seat

possible to it, with a few that were Im-

possible,
And It also probably got nearly every

On the home front

It pays to

, By Basan DeFacendls
I recenly discovered that assertion, plua
a little advertising, goes a long way.

Having hit my fomily a well-aimed blow
betwcen the eyes, with a column outlining
tl.:lmlt;; wuel;:i memories when It comes to

other's birthday, things were dec!
different this rul{ =

In fact, it was 50 Incredibly good, that I

can't imagine what they will ever do for an
€ncore, and [ just might be encouraged to sllp
in & couple of extrn birthdays each year from
now on.

The greatly desired dinner for two oc-
curred, with the surprising bonus of six
waiters singing a very rousing rendition of
‘Hoppy Birthday To You', and bearing a

day cake supporting a single candle,
that must have been two feet in belght.

Despite the fact that {t was pot served
aboard an Acapulco-bound cruise ship, the
sheer joy of sitting down to u mesal that
fomeone else had prepared, and walking
away from a table of dirty dishes, knowing
hey are someone else’s problem, more than
made up for that drawback,

divers from Mlsaisaauga who jumped into the
quarry at Waterfells playground. It was an
epen exercise, thelr first outside of a pool,
and a necessary part of training. But
December scems hardly the Ume of year to
begin swimming!

Wigo Televislon and Applsnces has two
new owners as of this week. Dick DeBoer and
le; Ellujk beﬁluma tl!éu proprietors of the atore
established [n 1854 by Maurice Goudekettd
and the lale Ed Wiener. e

TENYEARSB AGO

A Georgetown woman, Mrs. Alice
Maybanks wll) appear on television this

.because the Liberals, the party

vote of Its posalble ballot.

It reached its success becayse the Con-
servative vote pwitched (Liberal) because its
vote was highly concenirated in certain
ridings, mainly In urban areas and the north,
with the
momentum, peaked out and flubbed the hig

«ities, and because the overall vola was

down; meaning Its vote packed unusual pow.
- On these logistics a hard assumplion
would be that the NDP has arrived at ita

horizon.

Its basic vote has not improved, and it is
a party which has io mainly rely on its basic
vote, it hasn't been able to look much to the
swings, And it besrs a stamp as a northern .
and city party (and caly special areas of the
cities, at that) with lttle apparent elbow
roomn o the rest of the provioce,

advertise

about your birthdays |

Into & new
deal? Can it break out of the tight jackel
of the cities and the north, can it now not only
lock to edding to Its base vote but also hope to
grab some of the awinga?

- A new credlbility will, or should, help it.

There are some voters, probably a good

many, who won't buy without a seal of ap-
proval,
But all-important could be the new

dirsction.

The party’s workers, its whole effort,
shou!ld be imbued with & new drive. And it
could be a drive that will take it to port, to
that home In the seal of power that only In
rash moments 1t has even aspired to,

On cold, hard assessment [t isn't

probable. Bul it {3 possible,

My husband and I actually talked to each

other, without having to competo with three

children. I sat dinner, without once
having to leap up to refill a glass of milk;
3¢00p mazhed potatoes off the kilchen floor,
nrhlmrt out who kicked who first under the
toble. :

All this however, was just a prelude (o the
real highlight of the evening. .

Once in a rare while for me, and
hopefully for everycne, comes a moment of
unspeakable rﬂﬂuﬂn, A moment of
ekyrockets and shooting stars; Walt Disnay
castles and handful moonbeams, The
world spins crazily on its axis and one exists
purely on an emoticnal planae,

1 was lucky enough {oh how weak and
ineffectual mere words are), to see
Bennati live, {n [ull glorious, 1 colour, at
the Royal York Hotel's Imperia) mﬂumn.' |

While I hope, &t my advanced age, that I
don't sound llke an Elton John grouple, I just
have to say that this performer uj:::-
bellevable,

Now [ reallte that there are, possibly, a

wesk, She was a recent contestant on the
Abracadnbra show.

LR B

Twelve Yearas of szervice to the

Chinguacousy Townzhip Public School Board
by a Georgetown man, Clure Dolson, has
come to an end alter Mr, Dolson failed to
n;giar at the nomination meeting held last
w . ;

Electlon time has hit Georgetown once
againand ihis year there are a total of 28 men
running for offices. Mayor Joseph Gibbons
and Reeve John Elliott seck the town's
mayoralty post, Depuly reeve Wllllam
Hunter and Malcolm Freeman are battling

for the
held this Mondsy.

few whmutuurhn'tmn'iupltthn
sound of his voice, but whethet your z
happens to be Bernett, Sinstra or Big Bird for
that matter, all that counts, Is that the
moment of works for you,

posaibly, to the fact that ny

: Pus,
husband is also a Bennett freak, he was most

understanding of the goosebum
thayﬁmmmthnﬂmdgm;:l%
etuptsd on me, half an hour before zhow tima,

Even the sign of his wifs rolling on the Noor
and foaming at the mouth, aa the great man
himself a {n the glare of the spotlight,
really 't dhbﬁb him.

I am sure that, had I seized the opportunity
(o throw Mr. Bennett gver my shoulder and
head for the nearest exit, In a somewhit
liberated cavewoman styls, be would have
simply sat back and cheered me on.

Tony Bennett sang; I cried; the packed
crowd surged Lo thelr feet shouting for more
and, for one singls hour, time stood atill.
How do you ever top perfoction?

position of reeve. Elections will be

FIFTEENYEARS AGO
Mrs. Frank Connely, 38 Normandy Blvd,
was one of 12 Canadians fo win a transistor
g ﬂﬂltut l;p.unl-urd igth Salt,
e con
ices Limited.

Mr, and Mrs, Wilfred Gill, residents of 21
John 5t. Weat, Glen Willams, for the past %
years, marked thelr B0th wedding an-
niversary, The date of thelr celebrations was
the actual date of their wedding fifty years, .

ago,
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