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Downtown's future

By Richard Forster
Herald Staff Reporter

There gtill may be haope for
downiown Georgelown's
sagging commercizal area |f
plans revealed last week by
architect Paul Martel becnmq
a reality.

The owners of the bulldings
that make up lhe downtown
core met fogether at North
Halten Golf and Country Club

Wednesday night for the first:

time In recent years to discuss
the lems of Maln Street,

Each year the plazas of
Brampton and Torooto draw
more and more wvauable
clienteleand even more valuyed
doliars awmy from the iown.

The group was determined
{o track down the cause of the
poor vespopse from Lown
residents in their dealings with
the Main Street,

Some alx years egoe Paul
Mar{sl predicled this type of
fallinga for the town core &s
the bulldings and aervices did
not keep salep with the
changing consumer. The
problem [s not, he notad, just
restricted to Georgetown but
mu& towns of the same sizo
which {ind large plazgs at thelir

perimeters that serve to
defocus the business impact of
the central business district,

Rather than stores which
will serve the needs of the

ﬂh' tha downtown core
mes a financla]l centre
with banks and Finance

companies in much the way
ihe south end of Main Street

has begun to develop.
Atlast Wednesday's meeting

Continved from page 1
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the owners agreed that
shopping was an Important
function of the Main Street but
any family that could do all
their shopping and 2pend an
enjoyable altemoon would be &
returning customer of the
dawntown core,

Importantly the piece of
history each represents to the
Georgetown people,
Restoration of these bulldings
is the ultimate goal of the
architect,

Ancther advantage not
discussed at the meeting was

Silver's calleyway?

Many of the buildings
downtown are in a state of
disrepair with the physical
unattractiveness of the
bulldings acting as & deterrent
to the new town resldent.

Mr. Martel ia impressed
wilh the butldings of the town,
thelr archlitecture and more

|

the fact that Georgetown I8
unlque among towns of the
area [nthefactit’s Maln Street
is nat located on & highway as
Acton's and Brampton's are.

“People uslng the main
street don't have to put up with
the heavy traflic of the high-

.way,”" explained Mr, Martel ga

he loured the Main Street with
the. Herald {ullnwing the
meeting.

William MnHalty wan
present at the meeting lo
express hisconcern [or his new
residents that wlll be oc-
cupylng the 10-storey apart-
ment compiex
proved or conatruction Lo begin
in January on Mill Street
where Beaver Lumber once
stood.

The 209 sultes will add more
people to the centre core and
mare potential customera for
the merchants.

Slides showing how similar
communities in North
Amerlen and. Great Britain
have solved their problems
success{ully were presented to
the 16*owners present by Mr.
Martel. His suggestions In-
cluded removing the averhead

from the Main Street,
painting the htores and adding
some sort of landscaping to the
sireet.

The array of slgns both
plastic and neon are one of the
worst drawbacks of the
downtown core with each slgn
fighting for predominaace
resulting in total degradation
of the area, he said.

“II we could eliminate the -
put up similar low -

algns and
profile :imu It would {mprove
the Main Street,” (urthered
Mr, Martel,

The Gladman hrﬂthern
owners of the McGlbbon Hotel,
the ¢ld Royal Bank bullding
and the ce siation were
recepliveto Mr. Martel's ideas
as ware the rest of the group,
but when asked what the
Gladmans expected to do with

that wps ap-.
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Plans for
Main
Street
South

their investments, no present
concrete plans were revealed
although there are plans in the
works.

“We are considering putting
in two or three slores in the
bank with offices on the second
Moor that we will bulld,”
plained Mr. Gladman.

The orginal structure will be
used far the Gladman'a efforts.

Complaints of no loading
zones and lack of storage In the
amall stores were just one of
the many problems men-
toned.

Restoratlon and cleaning of
the old bulldings would Iz no
woy detract from the few
modern bulldings thiat serve as
book-ends at each end of the
street according to Mr. Martel.

Culture-complex

three years ago that would have renovated

the existing Church Street bullding and added

a completely new bullding to the west side of
the historicap structure,

“Costs were 80 high bechuse many of the
contractors were afrpid to touch the old
buildlng when adding the new sectlon.”
Coats, in lhe form of tenders, came in at
double that of the budget which caused a
temporary shelving and, later, a (Inal can-
ceflatlon of the needed expansion.

“I'm not sure that downtown la Lhe right
area for the main Ilbrary.” added Mrs.
Cornwell. *“The plaza and the new proposed
ﬂweluﬁmml have focused the centre of the
towa the east end whepe the high
pﬂptﬂ.lﬂnn denslty is."

“We have become n burden on ather
libraries,” noted the librarian. *“With no
stdrage facilities we must order atl our fitms
and supplies from other centres who are
belter equi . Of all the extra things we
provide, fllm loan iz the higheat used ser-
vice."

Mra. Cornwell noted she would llke Lo bo
able to build a proper refercnce sectlon and
study area for the students who have no place
to work or study.

"For soma reason the town's growth has
becomo stunted," furthered Mra. Cornweli.
“The population has been increasing but the
services that people require have not. This is
not a financlally peer town.”

Resldents of Georgetown are still con-
fused about what did happen to the sed
theatre that was to have gone up with the
Gordon Alcoft Memorisl Arena.

Opening day crowds at the arena sear-
ched for the {ll-fated theatre to no avall,

The bullding commitiee of Georgetown
Littla Theatre has sent & proposal to
the recreation committee ns to the future of
the burned out theatre on ML} Street. The
former movic houe was gutted by flre some 17
years ago and has remanced vacant and in
digrepair with the exception of the stores and
apriments which were untouched by the fire,

The group, in a letter sent before word of
the new cultural complex ‘was leaked,

suggested that the theatre, if rebullt, would
meet the needs of the theatrical groups of
thetown, plus many other similar en-

deavours.

A meeting has been scheduled with town
planter, Marlo Vendittl, 1o discuss the
posalbilities of renovating the bullding to
restore it to some future use for the people of
the town.

Adequnte parking in the town lot is one of
the factors Lhat influenced the group into
supporting the proposition ade by Counclllor
Ernte Sykes lwo months age when he
suggested the town apply for a LIP grant for
the restoratlon. '

Research by the group has Indicated that
the buliding would have to be completely
reconstructd before any work could be done.
Intense heal of the fire weakened the walls Lo
the point where no rebullding would be

allowed by any inapector. Cost of I;he land is
also a grohibitive factor, !

Pre.'.idenl of Georgetown Little Theatre,
Bob Lee, agrees that a theatre has been
needed for quite some time,

“We have been [forced

patrens and members to discomfort due to
the inadequate scaling and lack of nlr con-
ditloning. We ore looking forward to any
program that would get the town a proper
thealre,"

The group, along with other Interested
groups, made their needs known lo the
builders and plaaner of the arenatheatre so
that the building would not be obsolele for
their needs befure the first sod was turned.

Since the project I in the infancy stage
no actual cost flgurea have been released or
even remotely hinted at by the committes but
the Idea of Incorporating the two structures, o
library and a theatre will result in substantial
savings for the Georgetown taxpayer Io
bullding and malntenance costs,

Conts of bullding a library that would
serve the town adequately, based on the

to  use.
Wrigglesworth school and to subject our-

curent bullding prices, would indicate that
335 {0 $40 per square oot would be in order.

“1{eel we need about 10,000 square feet of
floor spate to serve the town properly,”™
added Mrs, Cornwell. *“‘The old building
would continue (o serve the dawntown people
and aso be an excellent lecture hall for many
groups of the town.”

The library presently has 23,000 books
and, according to the pupuluﬂﬂn* the total
should be claser Lo 44,000,

The ndequate parking at the Gordon
Alcott is just one of the many plusses that
scem to favour that section of town as the
complete recretion centre for both culture
anad sports.

Glen Gray, the town's recreation
director, alsc indicated that several
recreation programs would benflt from the
use of 8 prnEer theatre, -

Prior ta building the indoor pool and the
arena, a lown-wide survey indleated the third
item of priority was a theatre,

“The peol and arena have become a

reality, now It is time to consider a threatre,”
concluded Mr. Gray.

_
No go in snow?

The members of the work's
commiiles attempted lo work
out a solution to the problem
that wiil exist when the first
snow ell lnnds - on the town,
How do you clear snow with
parked cars on the roadway?

With the cancellation of the
three-hour limit restricting
parking on the street within
the town during the early
mornipg hours, the town has
no legal method of removing .
cars fromy snow clearance
routes where parking s
regularly permlited,

The forfner ruling accepted
within the town of Georgetown
dtd not permit parking on the
street between midnight end 7
g.m. Any car found to be
parked could be towed away at
the discretion of the works’
crew and pollce.

The only prebemn with the
pravious bylaw was the fact
that no one in town was cruel
enough to uphold it, resulting
[nits cancellationand the state
of confuafon that now exists,

There are three aliernatives
ppen to the committee who are
hurrying to prepare a bylnw
before the flrst snow reaches
Halton Hills. *“We could olow

Austin,

around the cars a3 we do now,"

explained englneer

“We could develop snow
clearnnce routes simllar Lo
those of the clty or we could
just tow- everyone away ns

they us=ed to In Acton IUf you

patked on the street d
winter." g

The committee 1a trying to

<onlact other municipalities

for thelr input Into solving our
parking dilemn .

Bob

You don‘t lmow how tough
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Mr. Martel's plans are
simple, inexpensive ideas that,
if properly implemented, could
make the downtown area a
“people place' and create Lhe
same comfortable atmosphere
of the larger enclosed mall.

“"Lands caLEinﬂ creates
unity.” f{urthered the ar-
chitect. "“Trees along the Main
Strect 8nd in the parking lot
would add much to the town."

Morris Goudekelting, owner

of the Halex bulldlng which’
ex- houses the town clock and the

huilding occupled by Wigo TV.,
suggested a cancpy could be
installed from Lhe stores to the
edge of the sidewalk kecping

the customers dry and the.

sldewalks clear.

Mr. Martel agreed that this
would add much to the ap-
pearance and comiort of Lhe
stoet, 2

The question of a permanent
outdoor mall {n the same
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manner of Oitawa’s Spark
Street or Calgary's Bth Avenue
wia not fully reaclved as each
member hod good and bad
feelings [or the maapive
pr::iject for the street’s north
end.

One stop shopping could be
encouraged if the siores had a
belter mix of services offered,
but further cuatomers would
bring representatives from all
ends of the relall trade, it was
mentioned.

Boazically, Mr. Martel would
like to see the gaudy signs
vemoved, palat for all the
stores with some kind of
logical decoralive application
to co-ordinate with the stores
of the merchants.

Trecs along the centre of the
street would pull the street

together bul Mr.Marte] inslats-

that room should be allowed
for trucks to wunload their

"We must create a family
atmosphere,” added Mr.
Mariel. The slleyways leading
to the parking lots when
jHuminated and decorated
with guiding supergraphlcs
would add 1o the total elfect of
the revilalized core,

The section of land directly
behind the King Wah
Restaurant would make an

Ideal outdoor cafe for summer
use by the downtown com-
munity, sccording to Mr.
Martel, and his have
included that unique feature,

An entrance from the
alleyway to Silvers would
further serve to unite the Maln
Street and the new alleywsys.
Improvements in the parking
lot woyld provide more
parking wl!.huut the addition of
any more land,

“It people must walk from
their caru lhe:.r should be able
to do all their ahopping in one
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convenlent trip,"” explaineq
oné of ihe concerned owners.

Further investigation into
the downtown care iz being
done by a select commities
formed at the meeting con-
sfating of Sa Mackenzle,
TEITI Bﬂinﬂ‘ GhMi
Jangl - Manderson, town
nlanner Maripc Vendettl and
chairman Monty Hyde,

The group will determine the
steps for the revitalization and
if any proviocial grants are
available {forthe needed
project. |

Although the group did not
officially accept Paul Martel
as architect his plans seem lo
have caused quite a atir with
the businessmen of the area
and hisconcern of the area has
resulted in an honest a
of the needa of the (own

without any large rebuilding 4

project, as many merchants
and gwners had feared,
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_OPENING OF THEIR NEW STORE

In The Guelph St. Plaza ~ 136¢ Guelph St.

Acrois From .'-I-H:I Houss

The Most Complete Piano & Organ Centre In The Area

COME IN AND TRY THE

UNIQUE FUN MACHINE

It Turns Listeners Into Pluyers

a marching band marching, or lead & dilferent band to sult your .-
tasts. With |ust tweo fingers you can play a melody and havs a full
band becking you up. Even if you've naver playsd a musical in.
strumant you'll quickly play the Fun Machine. Coma in and fry 1%
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Christmas Viilage

North Pole

November, _1"975

Hello Children —
Everywhere
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| will be arriving at the Bramalea
City Centre on

Saturday, November 15
af 2:00 pm.

| look forward to greeting each
and every one of you during
the holiday season.

Santa

Leather
garage

T.KE. Leather, 684
* federation Street, Glen
Williams, received appraval
from the Credit Valley Con-
servation Authorliy for con-
struction of a 10 - 20 foot
garage. The building [s above
the reglonal atorm level the
CVYCA staff reported to the
authority’s executive Thur-

aday night.

you are until you try.

From [he very begumneg fle Chnader Armed Forces
ledn ywou Iny Showes you how 1o udd yoursell g phy s ally
and mentally Haw 10 doseefudy vogre poteabat e o begpder

Aoqoby wadhe o Combat Cieoup v nin pmlmw-t Huyt then
you 1o D faetalecer B vany Corndynt Anms You e
i ] Yo Pode reeattdsy Top Dngbieddoge ieny oludgidacoen
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Coormee oty Ane o toaugh innugh W WITHTH
CANADIAN

by pudern o oot ) Carepgpn 10 % serestireg -] e
Sparcal o e aen D preaed of FO
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Tra-rs s
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P.S. Bring your letters
fo my mail box.

2(SBRAMALEA
DJ(SCITY CENTRE

THE TOTAL SHOPPING CONCEPT
 HWY. 7 & DIXIERD.

VISIT THE CANADIAN FORCES
MOBILE RECRUITING UNIT
GEORGETOWN ARMOURIES

EVERY SECOND AND FOURTH WEDNESDAY
NOON T0 4:30 P.M.

Country Galiéry, Terrq Catig, Ont,

CLOSING

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17

LAST FOUR DAYS TO SHOP FOR CRAFTS
AND PAINTINGS

Good bye and Thank You to our many patrons.
John and Helen Agg

OAKVILLE
SAT. NOV. 15th
T: A0 P.M,

Game Ticket No, 10
Gardon Alcolt Arena
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