ou have to love driving a cab

fl By Dorls Lindaver
_ Stalf Reporter

It waos te late in the
ayening and 8 man had called
‘ataxl. Getling [nto the car, the
taxi driver asked him "Where
107"’ The man who had had a
bit too much to drink replied,

“You're the laxi cab driver,
you should know where 1 Jive."

‘ . This was somewhal of a

Vivian [s one of two female
taxi cab  drivers in
Georgetown. Her colleague is
June Secord of Georgetown
Taxi.

In a Iot of wnys both women
are much " alike. Always
smiling, always a cheery note,
always with something witty to
be sald,. hardworking and
enthused, pleased and suc-
cessiul with their work,

{or over one year,

June has been behind the
cecorting wheel for two years
and has been with Georgetown
Taxl for about one year,

While we carry out our nine
{o five joba Malahing when that
second hand hits twelve, the
taxt cab driver hns no such
hours, Yiviana first reaction to
belng questioned an what her
hours were was “0h my God."
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in the moming untll aix o’clock
at nlght. Then she retums
home {(where the office is
located) and answers the
phone until 1 a.m. Saturdays
and Sundays are slightly
different however o rest is still
not available.

Saturday calls are token
from nine in the merning until
twelve o'clock midnight. When
Viviap isn't driving she is at
home answering the phooe and
working the dispatch radio.

June hag it no easter. In fact
her total number of driving
hours are higher but then the
difference comes In when no
phones have to be answered,

June geta up ot four o'clock
In the moming (not even the
earliest of birds are up at that

time, nor the sun for that -

matter). She begins driving at
about 430 a.m. and from
Monday to Wednesdnys drives
Irom that wee, small hour until
six o'clock at night. Thursday
and Fridays June gets to sleep
in because she doesn't begin to
drive until nine in the morning.
However, she continues until

"Well I've done quite a few
different jobs. 1've driven n
dumptruck, pumped gas, drove
a bulldozer, a traclor trailer
and walled on tables (didn't
lixe Lhat job). I guess I've done
everything but fly a

June enjoys hard work, as it
is obvlous as well as enjoys
working outside.

Aller working at these types
one  might auspeet and
prebably be totally convinced
that Jure |8 one of “those
women’s Lbbers,” Noteg''l'm
totally agalnat women's lib.
Wellit'snot all that bad I guess
but 1T do think it (8 carried
much, much too far. I just
enjoy hard work."

“Driving a taxi I8 fun, Firat
of all I love driving. Secondly
I'm ocutside which is terrific.
Third, I get to meel s0 many
people. Everything about it is
great, You do have some bad
days but they are usually zo
few and for between that the
good days ensily make up for
the bad ones.”

But those are the joys of o
driver.

There are occaslons when
June does gel upset with her
employment.

“1 guess the worst part [s

plane.’* when you gel those overgrown

hound dogs In your car licking
the back of your head. But then
on the o¢ther hand [ love
anlmals and I really never
mind taking them anywhere.”

That's definlely no nine to
five woman.

“It suita me, driving a cab,
AndI love I, concluded June.

S0, next we try Vivian Shaw,
After a message was relayed
through Park's Confectlonery
contact was made, However
Vivian too had not much Ume
to sit down and talk.

So, determined lo talk with
this woman [ travelled in the
taxi for two and one haif hours
with Vivian. Actually the
length of time was nol In-
tentional but calls kept pouring
in and there was virtually no
time to drop me off back
downtown, ‘That ride was

pome experience,

or acared by one of the
customers Vivian has, as yet,
never gone through such on
experience.

"I've had no trouble at oll
with any of my customers.
I've had a few drunks but they
all have been very good. No 1
haven'l been eally acared as of
yet. But, then again, I guesa
there's a first _time for
everything.”

customer, upan  belng
dellvered to his or her
destinatlon, decldes not to,pay
thelr fare?

“Outslde of once, that has
not happened to me. However,
that time when it did happen I
just drove Lhe person (o the
police slition. Well, neediess
lo say, that shook him up and
yea, he did pay me,"” Vivian
told.

aiways be friendly wlith
someone and talk (o someonea
without having to know thelr
names."”

Many a cusiomer really lets
loogs In the cxb and often takes
Vivian into their conflldence.
However at Lirnes things do get
out of hand and, “'you get some
people who have more
problems then Cartera have
Uver pills. When those type are

Recently much has been
written and reported con-
cerning safety of Toronlo taxi

Within twao ana one hbalf
hours I had travelled close to
to0miles. I met & publie school

ten at night. June takes her
day of rest on Saturday and on
Sunday sbe !s back at work,
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%EN FOUR. Vivian Shaw of Flash Taxl is Georgetown. When Vivian isn't driving the

one of the two women taxi drivers in

o

unique experlence, however a

taxi she's at home arswering phone callas and

- operating the d.il.spnli:h radlo.

Vivian and her husband,

Vivian gets up at € every

taxl cab driver llkke Vivian Kenneth have owned and morning. Monday through
Shaw of Flash Taxl expects operated Flash Taxi for almost
this type of incident to happen. o year now with Vivian driving from shortly after slx o' clock

Betty Fisher of the Halton
Concerned Parents
Organization termed last
Thuraday evening's Halton
Board of Educatlon meeting as
‘v’ flasco.’

Three representatives of the
Halton Concerned Parenis
ﬂzupﬂ Mrs. Fisher, Christine
'Louth 'and Lillinn Kilpatrick,
were Joined by another parents
grganization Halten
.Renalwsance for the con-
frontallon, However, the two
concerned groups were
‘wrotesflng and questoning in
‘two ditferent arcas.

f Mrs.’ Fisher exploined that
{i'e Renalzssance commiltee
‘presented the board with

AUTUMN LEAVES

Linda ond Bonnle
McGlashan with Valerle and Marilyn Maw

excerpts of a book, ‘Go Ask
Alice’ which I3 presently used
a8 lext In the achool system
and nsked Mr. Hoich,
superintendent of programs to
read certaln passages. Afler
Mr. Bolch refused to read the
passages -the uproar began.

“In 81l my years of golng
down to the board of education
meetings I have never secen
such a protest,” stated Mrs.
Flaher,

Eventually things did qulet
down, only to have the board
faced with three protestors
from the Hglton Concerned
Parents group, ell three of
whom were carrying protest

signa,

Halton Hills,

Friday she will drive the taxi

Mrs, Figher approached the
board and sta the followlng,
“As taxpayers of Halton we
would llke to have the
followlng information:

"How much money Is apent
on directors, ossistants to the
directors, superintendents,
and aessistants to the
superintendent?

How much money [s apent on
co-ordinafora, assistant co-
ordinators, all consultants,
princlpals and vice-principals
of elementary and secondary
schoois, secretaries,
technicians and all other
personne]l coonected with
various levels of the Halton
administration?
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It should be peinted out that
these women cannot ehut off at
the exact hour. If a call has to
be answered or i they are in
the middle ¢f a run at thelr
quitting time it would hardly
serve as hoapitality to llterally
dump thelr customer off In the
middie of who knows where,

By chance and chance only,
June was coniaclied for the
Interview at one of her rare
Iunch hours atops. She pointed
out that jt s perhaps once
every two weeks that shehas a
chance to really et down and
enjoy a lunch. Thus, as she
was sitting In the MecGibbon
Cafe, slowly eating her lunch,
she took time out to talk about
ber life as a taxi cab driver.

“"“Why did I decide to drive a
taxi? 1 once sait that I'd never
drive a taxl but, T was out of &'
job, 2nd this was the only Lhing
available at that time so [ took
it., Now I love it 80 much that
I've even bought my own car.”

YWhat did June work at
before her career gs a taxi
driver began?

How much money |a spent on
irusteea? :

How much money ia apent on
conferenices attended by od-
ministrators andor trusteces?

What have thelr expenses
been for the 197475 school
year?

What 18 the total expense to
date?"

Mrs. Fisher explained that
Judy Alexander, chalrman of
the Halton board, staled that [}
would take msome time to ac-
cumulate the Informatlon.
However, it was agreed by the
board that the cencerned
parents group will receive
their demired information
within seven to ten days,

Finding a solution to an
overcrowded Grade One

- ¢lassroom at Holy Cross

*
L]
L)

L]
L]
[
"

L
4
ah

]
=
]
L]
¥

L]

L

L
*"'

Separate School has been set
s the flrat priority of a group
of approximately 35 parents of
children enrolled at Holy
Cross,

Expressing dissatisfaction
with the enrollment of 41
students {n the school's only
Grade One class the parents
last Wednesday night formed
an organization which ls now
examining the ibility of
obtaining an additional full-
time teacher for the school.

""That is definitely our Mrst
priority,"” commented Tom
Ramautarsingh, president of
the newly
organization,

"“The commitiee that was set
up to look into clany slzes in

....................
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.Former Herald

 circulation mgr.

A former circulation
manager of the Herald, John
Garfleld Nieman, 19, dled
early Saturday morning
following a single car crash In
the Pembroke area,

Mr. Nieman died after the
car he was driving left High.
way 62 just west of Pembtoke,
struck a culvert ond over-
turned. A passenger in the
vehicle, Mourice Gorr, 20, of
Pembtoke was rushed to

formed -
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_cab drivera or for that matter

the safety of a cab driver in
any aren. It seems though that
luckily Georgetown is still a
amall town at heart with not
too much danger for our cab

drivers.

“There was only once when |
was scared. It was late in the
night, nctually it was early
momnlng and 1 had to pick up
this guy, Now this man ob-
viousty had had too much to

‘drink, Funny thing was this

guy really scared me, Welrd
enough though, he never sald
anything to me, Never did
anything to me, but, maybe
that's what scared me. The

fact that he wouldn't talk, 1
just had this feeling that a

knile was going to be stuck In
my back."

As most cab drivers June
has picked up & number of
drunks in her time, has had to
listen to them and try to
determine where they really
want to go. She also has had o
[ew close calls such aa pot
meking it to the hospital in
time for (he birth of a babv.

Mrs. Fisher also explained
that MPP Jullan Reed checked

‘Into the matter and the group

Is legally privileged to obtaln
the information wished. In
fact, they are nlso legally able
fo obtain all the audited
ppendings of the board,

“What we are trying to find
out 1s exactly how the ple is
divided? We are also trylng to
find out the effectivenesns of the
various arees of epeclal
programs elc.? Also we want
to see if and where coats can be
trimmed?’ stated Mrs,
Fisher.

Mra, Fisher also added (hat
the group has hired a lawyer to

nlzo considering the need for a
portable for the =schogl to

provide additional space.”

Parents at the meeting wers
told that if another class ia
added there would be
preblems In finding classroom
space for it,

Barry Gowan, princlple of
Holy Croas, explalned o the 35
parenta present, many of
whom have atudents In Grade
One, that when estimates of
claes aizes were first made it
was expected that 392 students
wottld be enrolled in the achoal
with only 30 expected for the
Grade One closs,

However a totally unex-
pected 425 students have
registered so far of which 41
are now in the [lrat grade, The
overall ratlo set out by the
Halton Separale School Board
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teacher, a public achool
student, a (actory worker, a
mother with twe small
children, a high schoo] student,
four housewives and a radio
cher. | even got to ride to
Milton, Norval and Glen
Willinma., 1 also learoed the
meanings behind the two key
sayings of tennine and ten-
{our.
1learned also that a car with
bad points and plugs if pasaing
a taxi, will create a great deal
of static over the radio. In fact
in that two and one hall hours [
obtalned a Iot of first hand
knowledge.

I also learned that as June,
Vivian, theoroughly enjoys
work, "'l enjoy the job very
much. You gel to meet all
kinds of people, The hours
don't bother me at all," ex-
plaltned Vivian.

“I've alwoys enjoyed
driving. Georgetown (s a
{riendly town and con-
sequently the people I drive
are really friendly.”

As for belng badly shaken up
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deal with all the legel matters,

“'We have found Lhat the board
will not denl humanty, only
legally. Thus, we have lo
match them and so we 100 will
dea)l in a legal manner.”

“Because of Lhe meeting, the
way it turned out, it is obvious
thit people are becoming
impatient and will not sit
quietly any longer. I, mysell,
would rather see us sit down
calmly, discuss this thing and
get things ¢leared up a8 s00n
as posaible, But, if things
aren’t changed soon this type
of figaco will continue,”
concluded Mrs, Fisher.

states that the student-to-
teacher ratio should be in th
area of 30-to-one, :

He credited part of the large
jump in registeations with “a
large turmover of students
from the public school system
to our system."”

Parents questioned if
Grades One. and Two could
posslbly be combined but Mr,
Gowan replied that the dif-
[erences between the two
groups would be too great,

Mr. Ramautarsingh, a
teacher alt GDHS, added ''lt's
not educationally sound. It
would do more damage to
those student than leaving
them in thelr present
situstion."

Parents praised the work of
the current Grade One
{eacher, Msary Hartley, In
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:-"" Firemen were called on four
ok imes over the weckend to

=22 handle minor fire problems In

- - i tho Hal
dies in crash v

s the fire alarm sounded for two
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hospltal in Ottawa where he
was reported In serious con-
dition,

Mr. Nleman had been cir-
culation manager of this paper
during the early part of this
year. He was transferred io a
simiiar position in the dally
Pembroke Observer.

He (s the aon of Garfleld and
Naomi Nleman. Funeral

services were held Monday in.

Pembroke,

... Fegional

fire calls, one at Georgetown
District Memorlal Hospltal
and the second at 7 Faludon

IT'8 A HECTIC DAY for June Secord of
Georgetown Taxi, for each morning she gets

Re-hashing her experience
with the man with a8 bit too
much to drink Vivian atated
that, *'[ didn’t have a clue who
thls man waa. I didn't have a
clue an to where he lived. But 1
know now. Anyway, that's cue
person and one experience I'll
never farget. Thinking about it
now [t was hilarious,

What happens when a

Of the 120 applications for
Development permits
reviewed by the Georgetown
office of the Niagara Escarp-
ment Commission 141 have
been processed thus far of
which 108 have been approved.

The Geergetown offlce of the
NEC covera Hallon, Peel and
the county of Duflerin. '

Development permils are
reqilred in about 40 percent of
the Niagara Escarpment
Planning Area before & local

Open house at the fire

As part of the continuing

campalgn for fire prevention
the Georgetown Volunieer

e - | .
> Parents study crowded

handling the large class with
the azs[atance of one volunteer
parent.

“"But any teacher can only
work to a maximum,” com-
mented Mr, Ramautarsingh,
“She can have only o certain
amount of output before her
responalveness to the students
suffers."”

The idea of split ahifts for the
Grade One students was also
qulckly ruled out by the
parents. A aplit-shilt system in
Peel produced a number of
problema for both teachers
and atudents said one member
of the group.

Hart Sherk, separate achool
board trustee for Georgetown,

© whs present at the meeting

and, aithough he reserved
judgement on the parents
erganization’s role "unti} 've

Drive,

The automatic alarm at the
hospilal was (riggered ac-
cldentally with no ftre evident,
The call to the home of E.R.
Hurrow, 7 & aludon Dirlv2 sent
four people to hosapltal for
ireatment.

Two famlly members and

up bright and early at 4 a.m. and begins to
drive. She doesn't mind the hours because, 'l

love my work."”

Vivian has many regular
customers whom she picks up
al a certain time each day.

“These people I usually get to
know thelr names, However,

with most of them ] don't know
their lnst names. I know thelr

number and atreet but their
last names are unknown.
Names aren't reallv

necessary though., You can
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bullding permit can be ob-
talned. The controls came into
effect on June 10 and, in the
four menths since, a total of
523 applications have been
recclved by the NEC covering
all areas of the escarpment.

Of those, 4% have been
proceased with 303 being ap-
proved. ;

Under the Development
Conirol system, when the
commlsaion makes its declsion
on an application, & copy of

Department will be holding an
open house at the Chapel
Street Fire Hall from 7 to 9

see what its purposes and
goals are' noted that thelr
point about an additlonal full-
time teacher was a good one.

He explained that the board
hos slready decided to ad-
vertise for a part-timeteacher
for Holy Cross but whether or

not a portable classroom can,
. be obtained will have to be

studied by the board.

“It's posaible that a portable
could be obtnined, but cer-
tninly not within the very near
future."

The poarente organization
formed its executlve at the
meeting which conaists of:
Mr. Ramautarsingh,

resident; Colin Whitehead,
irst vice-president; Mrs,
Evelyn Flsher, second vice-
president; Kathy
Papenhuyzen, secretary;

two flre. fighters were ad-
mitied for treatment after
contact with an unknown
chemlcal which was concocted
by a four-yearold of the
Barrow family.

All were released following a ho

roullne checkover at the
hoapital,

riding I just sit back, grin and
bare it,"”" concluded Vivian.
Driving @ taxi at {first glance,
might seem ]lke . pressure-
free slow Job, but as shown,
those thoughts should be
quickly changed.

For llke life, it's hectic,
constantly moving, and so

much fun "'we wouldn't change

It for anything."
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108 0f 190 NEC permits ok’dyéd

this declalon is then seddt to the
applicant and all' property
awners within 400 feet of the
subject land. Reclplents of
this notice may appesl against
it, in writing, to the minister of
housing within 14 days,

An Independent hearing
officer will then hear the ap-
peal and report to the minlster
of housing, who, in turp, makes
the final decislon on the ap-

peal
hall
p.m. Thursday evening.
Films and slides -will be
abown * ;

Anthony Dalton, treasurer.

Commiticen were fokmed to
examine various aspects of the
school's operations The
chalrmen of tha commitices
Include:  Jack O'Sullivan,
class gize; Kay d’Entremont,
program; Con Papenhuyzen,
building and fixtures: Gary
Kirkpatrick, schoel
organization. )

In outllning the puw of
the new organiratidn Mr,
Ramavtaraingh stated, “As
parents we have to totally alert
when [t comes to the efucation
of our own children. W¢ ahould
ot entrust thelr educatlon

solely to others." .

He added that the group
would, however, ‘“give our
teachers our [ull-Wearted
support ."

Mysterious chemical sends 4 to hospital

: }
Two rural flres on Monday

-did damage to a barn and a

tree mtruck by lightening.

The barn was in Miiton
district but (he aren was
temporarily renssigned for the
lidny weekend to permit the
families of the firefighters a
peaceful Thanksgiving,

Police may be over year's budget

One problem overlooked
until now may result in an
over-budget situatioin Halton
pelice salarles for the current
(lscal yeor.

Al Thuradny's sesslon of the
police commlasion

“. area superintendent Floyd

Schwantz Indicated to the

- members of the group that the

current vacatlon pay schedule
calls for iwo weeks paid
vacation abnually or a figure
of 4 percent of the annual pay.

These itwo ({lgures are
usually the same and no Im-

mediate notice of the problem
was diacovered untill Super

Intendent Schwantz began -

budge reviews and found that
with overtime consideration
the 4 percent flgure added
greatly to the vacation pay. It
will be more than s allotted for

In the budgets.

A recommendation was
made fo adjust the budget
accardingly, (o examine the
existing contract and modify
any new one {o avold the over-
budget situation in the future.
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