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AWAITING SENTENCE before the judge In thls cour-
troom selling could take awhile, but many men stood
befare judges occupying that chair before It became part

of the permanent collection of the region museum.
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AN ANTIQUE BEAUTY, this plano dates to the Victorlen
M era. It would grace {f.2 holna of the wealthler Haltonlan.

Brass candie holders or »noden platforms to hold oil
lamps would provide light for ike ploneer pianists,
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HISTORY ON WHEELS iy depicted in the carrlage house
- ' of the Halten Reglonal Museumn, The carringe house was
bullt as a Centennial profect of the county of Hallon.

The ingenulty aond in-
novatlons which have com-
blned to provide Halton's
heritoge have formed an In-
teresting and informative
display for the over 5000
visiters that hove toured the
Halton Reglonal Museum thus
far thls summer.

In the {tems of the collec-

tions It can casily be seen that

Halton was the innovator of Lthe
area thonks to its varied
background of treces and
professiona.

The museum is on the 200-
gere slie of the Alexonder.
homestead which {8 now under
control of the Halton Reglon
Conservation Authority. Adam

‘Alexander, a stonemason by

trade, began employment in
Canada on Hamillon's Dun-
durn Castle while he cleared
the land of his new Milton
Heights home, which he
named Glen Eden.

Four generations of the
Alexanders setiled on the
original property, each {Inding
the area prospcrous and ideas
for il development plentiful.
The rich, fertile fielda of the
farm made It possible for the

" family to produce a variety of

grains, fruits, vegetables, and
livestock with sulficlent
timber and llmestone to be
used on the farm.

The real inventor of the
family, Adam Alexander I
added o blacksmith shop to the
farm In 1880 and harnessed
water power to run much of the
equipment used in the
production of many farm
neceasities,
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CENTRAL HEATING? These sioves are also from the

During the planning stages
before full implementation of
Lhe power system which waa
fed {from & reservoir atop the
escarpment, the inventor was
in close contact with another
great Inventor, Thomas Alva
Edison.

Together they devised a
dynamo thal provided clectric
power to the Alexander
homestead some 15 years
before hydre was avallable to
the rest of rural Halton.
remalning
Alexander, Adam IV now
reaidea in the senior cltizens
home in Milton after turning
his complete [orm over to the
county for use 83 n museum
wui park.

While the Mllton area grew,
as did the rest of Halton, some
of the Innovations such as the
Alexanders’ power wheel
would not have been possible
without the help of the people
of Grorgetown. '

Speight ond Brady of
Georgetown actually built the
water wheel for use in the
generating dynamo, and were
Involved tn the design of the
water system that drove the
iarge wheel that powered
several of the farm’s machines
including a washlng machine
inn the house on the form.

The main bullding of the
regional museum was the
barn used by the famlly in
thelr years of farming the
arena. The displays of early
Halton Ilfe Include n typical
bedroom of the pioneers, a
stone fireplace, ond plates and
serving utenslls of the era.

The Victorinn room, which
occuples part of the main
hulldlng, deplcts the Barber
famlily’s sitting room with the
actual pleces donated by the
family from the time they
resided in Main Street's
Burwjck Hall.

Also in the room is a unique
lattice-work carving done for
the Barber family by a blind
man. The piece deplcts o
religeus theme and I8 on
display with the Kennedy
family Bible. (Georgelown's
founder),

James Middlieton, *“This s
evident In the number of
mugicel instrumentz the
museum has,"

There are nine planos and
organs on display In the
museum with one very apecial
‘plano, valued at over $12,000,

Thla special piano
repregents one of nine that
were sold in Acton. “'We don't
know whether or not they were
bullt or assembled in Acton but
we have proof thot they were
sold there."

The most expensive single
item in the museum collection
is & 1913 McLaughlln Buick
worth between $25,000 and
$30,000 dependlng on how
rmuch you ﬂwﬂ antigue cars.

'The vehlele i8 on loan from the
" epllection of Rusa Cole of
Hornby and was used on the
CBC serles, The White Ooaks of
Jalna.
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Halton area and were used to heat the stores, bedrooms
nnd living rooms of the early [amllies of Halton,

| Halton's prou
in growing

The vehicle occuples a
prominent place In the
carringe house which was the
Centennlal project of the
county. The modern bhullding
houses buggles, butter chums,
ploughs, a working blacksmith
shop, end display cases of
sluffed birds.

The upstoirs section of the
barm thal was once the storage
area for the bounty of crops
harvested ench year by Lhe
Alexanders is now a further
display area where visilors
can see & typical courtroom
around the tumn of the century.

Robes provided by Judge
Kenneth Langdon of
Georgetown nre seen aolong
with the actun} fudge’s throne,

jurors’ chairs and - the -

- “The people of those times prigoner’s dock from the old :,
explained asslstont curator .

served all of Halton.

The circular sow blade on
the second Moor of the maln
bullding has ben provided by
the Lawsons of Stewarttown

from the original mill of the
grea,

The Ironsides also rural
Georgetown resitdents have
shared with the people who
vislt the museum their bulter
warking table, skates and o set
of wooden water plpes bored
from solid wood over four
inches thick,

A velocipede, o type of
wooden  bicycle, is - afso
fentured in the carringe house
and was provided by (he
Wilson's also of Georgetowt.

A total of 21 familles from
the immedlate
made donatlons, loans, or
made available for purchase,
items that help to give a
glimpse of ploneer Halion.

Vigitors from os far away a8
South Africa, Australia, and
Eurgpe have toured the
regional museum. Antigue
buffs find the treasurers In-
valuable while silversmiths,
antique car lovers, sewing
clubs and art gullds cach find
something that has proven that
Halton was aot behind the
times in any period of its
development.

A nominal fec of 25 conts
admission (or 50 cents for a
guided tour) - will glve
everyone o chance to see (he
part of Halton that formed the

atepping stone to the in-

novative counly we have
today. '
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THE BARBER SITTING ROOM with (urniture donated by
the Barber famlly {s featured in the Victorian Room of the

museum.
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Ti{18 HUGE FIREPLACE ls actually a reconstruction of

one typlesl of the era. Behind the stenework are medern
cement blocks leadlng to a modem chimney in the
Alexander barn. The stones for the face of the lireplnce
came from the early grist mills of the area to make the
ftreplace authentlc.

NO PARTS TO WEARR OUT. This was one of the most
modern convenlences of its time. The motor not only
cleaned the clothes but, with a few added nccessories,
cooked the meals, made the beds and washed the dishes,
Wife power was cominen, but was well appreciated.




