The general store--
Still the centre of community activity

BILL COOLEY, owner of Homby General
Store says business ia on the ‘up’. The tiny
siore (s kepi busy with the Post COffice
bringing villagers in daily.

HAROLD FORD {left) and Charlle Tyler,
both from Ballinafad, keep up the country

Tempest In A Teapot

custom of & friendly chat while meetlng at the
Ballinafad General Store,

This is the vecond [n & peries of excerpls from the

unpublithed book *‘Tetnpest in a Tea

pot"* writlen by

Halton Renalusance founder Rey. Ken Campbell. [t traces,
in decumentary form, the eventis leadlng up to, and the
eslnbllshment of, the HHC. The work is slated lor

publication at the end of Augusi.

Chupfer Three;

Detying Caesar

The next day I prepared the letter 1o the
mayor ¢of our municipality, announcing my
intention to withold the payment of the
educational portion of our property taxes as o
protest sgainst the domination of public
educatlon by Lhe new “state religion" of
""secular materinliam." '

Fir., Feb. 22-71

Mrs. Anne MpocArthur, Mayor,
Town of Milton, Ontario.

Dear Mra. MacArthur:

- This Is to protest against the “moral
pollution’ to which high school students are
being irreaponsibly and indiscrectly exposed
in our public educational system. As the
father of two high school girlsa who have
grown up in the Hallon school system, I have
become increasingly aslormed at the filthy
literature which ls recommended reading in
the Halton High S5chocl Lbrarles, Because of
the accelerated program in the earller
grades, my daughters began this year in
Grades 10 and 11 at ages 13 and 14 respec-
tively, They are certainly too young (o be
diseriminating in such matiers, nor should
thev have to slft through such recommended
literary sewage in search of the ennobling
and beautiful of great literature,

God knows, and all of us as parents are
aware, that there's enough moral corruption
In cur soctety with which our children have to
learn to cope, without auch influences belng
officially {ostered wlthin our publle
educational system.

When my 15-year-old daughler came
home yesterday toreport a visit to a Grade 12
Health cleas studying human sexual com-
patibility of four representatlves of »

university . Gay Liberation Movement, {(two
homosexuals and two Jesblans), that was the
last straw! Human sexuality cannot be
taught in the moral vacuum that exists in
such a ¢lassroom,

As Christlan parents we seek 1o teach our
children lo love — not Just tolerate al) cthers
meade in the image of God. At the same time
we recognize that there are those whose
perverslons of man's noble role in God's
universe s of such a twisted nature that as
the Seripture wains “it is a shame even to
speak of the things that they du aecretly,” To
foist such twisted sexual styles on 15year-old
Grade 12 students is too much!

In previous conversatlons with our high
school principal, 1 have found him to be a
genlleman who is sympathetlc to the con-
cerns | have expressed and willing to be as
helpful aa possible, However, 1 recognize
that the solutlon to thls problem lles in o
sphere beyond his jurisdictlon. Thus, [ am
addressing this letter to you os mayor of the
municipality In which I pay property taxes
from which the school system is financed.

In secking to fulfill my responsibilities as
a parent ond as a citlzen concerned for the
future of our counltry, 1refuse to pay another
cent of property taxes for the support of this
educational system untlt there are some
radlenl Improvements. This disease

demands surgery not a bandaid!

Sincerely
Ken Campbell

A copy of thot Jetter, logether with o
personal fetter to our principal, was dellvered
by my wife te the Burlington high scheol

By Dorls Lindauer
Herald Bialf Reporter

With the invention of the nulomobile, the horss and
buggy were forgotien. With the shedding of the bustie the
bikinls ruled supreme. With the disappearance of thé fox
trot the |(tterbug raged. With supermarkets springlng up
at overy pther cotner, the old country general store has
become cbaolete. Or has it?

Have those bulldings which once served as the
cenire of a community, the centre of actlvily, the centre of
goasip, the centre for just passing the time, disappeared?

Aa for as Halton Hlills 15 concerned, no, Ballinafad,

Limehouse, Terra Cotta and Hornby all still have general -

stores and nll are doing tremendous business.

Bil Cooley, owner of the Homby General Store,
stated that in Lhe past year business has increased by 25
percent, However, the huslle and bistle atmeaphere of the
larger supermarkets {s absent [rom' the area's general
stores. O

“Because of the Post Office n the atore you sce the
same people almoat every day, Evervoneg still meets and
talks in the store. IL's a very friendly place. One thing I've
learned [s that I have to keep up on my current eventsor I
juat get lost in the conversations,”

The Hornby General Store, which was bulit in the
late 1800's, still carries some hardware products slong
with canncd foods, fresh meats and fruita.

. "We still carry hardware material but not as much
aa we used to. The farmers are dizappearing from this
area. Thero are under ten dalry farmers left in Hornby
now, wherena ten years ago there were at least 30, ex-
plained BiL.

The Limehouse General Store did, at one point,
carry fooda, hardware goods and other mlscellanecus
articles but now the atore only sells food products and a
few other neceasities. However, it siill remains the only
store in Limehouse.

Vi and Matt Stevens, who were strangets to
Limehouse when they moved to the area, have owned the
store {or sixX years now.

“You get to know everybody In Limehouse. You

. have so much contact with the people. Ii's a dropping off

spot for people on thelr way home, Once they have
reached the store they then know that they have made it,"
commented Vi.

No one is aure when the Limehouse siore began,
however a brief, unofficial history of Limehouse states
that the present post office was bullt in 1898, thus one could
assume that the general storo began at that ime,

Sam Gisby, n resident of Limehouss mince 1910
recalls those days when Lhe general atore was the meeting
place In the viilage next to the church,

MEveryone would stand around and tatk, They
would rather talk than do anything else. It used to be a

. really busy place. I remember when there was no stove to

keep the place warm so often our conversations were cut
ghort, ezspecially in the winter. | also remember coming {n
and buying a double loaf of bread {or five tents and a dozen
eggs for seven centa.” '

Vi explalned that even if the store 1a not a general
gtore in the true sense it “'still {s the centre of activity.'

“It's atill on important part of the community. It's
the heart of the village. TIt's still a place where people
come when they have no other place to go. It's 2 good
place for those lost soutls to come. IU's 8 pice atmosphere,
Theratroce is left behind in the city," - '

One of the busieat general stores in this area s in
Terra Cotta, for it not only serves the villsgo residents but
the many campers who stay in the area.

*“In this location there are a lot of summer people
who come in and do a large amount of grocery shﬂ;;{}l,ng
With the village people it is mostly last-minute articles or
things forgotten after dolng their weekly grocery shop-

ping,"” explained Heather Warn, owner of the Terra Cotta’

General Store.

However, once again the slore has not lost its' at-
moephere of years ago.

“In the winter we always have the coflee pots going,
People will atop in and have a friendly chat. With the Post
Olfice there are always people coming In. Often psople
will stop in just to have o coffee,'’ continued Heather,

Mrs. Harvey Puckering of Terra Coita did a bit of
reminiscing on the years when her mother owned Lhe
store, from 1821 to 1946.

It was the centre of the communlty. I always said

that the men would do more wood chopping eround our
stove than they did in the bush. We used to have benches
set up around the pot belly stove and they would gather
around and talk for hours. Of course in those days we had
no closing houra. We would close whenever the |ast person
left, often it went on to 11or 12 0'clock at night.”’

The ptote, bullt just before the lurn of the century,
still rernains open in order to nccomodate the people in the

village. Openlng on the most days st 7:30 In the morning
the store serves as o day's beginning for e lot of com-

muters.
“In the morning many commuters stop in for gns or

coats to running shoes to fresh meat, the store thrives with
activity. .
tgcnny Shorthill of Ballinafad, whosz mother owns
the store, explained some of the everyday happenings at
the store. "Often themen will come in to do some shopping
for their wives and they end up standing around talking for
hours. The older men in the community will sit on the
bench outslde, talk, reminisce and gosaip.”

Mrs. Rita Shorthill, a reafdent of Ballinafad {or 50
years talked about those years when tho general store was
just about the only place to go.

“I remember going down to the store in the mornlng

e A ey
i
=) o

A
e AT e e

g .

- WORNI U

LN I, ...:':II-':‘ FEPQ! ;

. H i ' ¥ .e
H

g :;;-‘_13'::1.

Wy 8
.- ".m‘--.rﬂ oy T g o

.

Fi-s wme :" |
TR P
AP T U

¥T'8 A FAMILY AFFAIR at the Limehouse
General Store. The Stevens have owned Lhe
atore for the past six years. From left to right
are Vi, Peter, and Laurs Stevens,

clgarettes or what have you,” stated Heather, "When
school s open children will wait kere for the bus and often
when it ralns or snows heavily they will walt In the store,
S0, over the years It haso't changed much at all," eeon-
ciuded Heather, £
; Omne of the oldest and biggest gencral storea leil in
Halton Hills Is in Ballinafad. The flrat general store to
serve the community was bullt in the 1840’s nnd after a flre
destroyed the wooden atructure, it was rebullt in 1906 and
that structure still serves the community as it did "way
back then.'
Stil] selling everything from horses saddles to winter
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and it would just be full of people who were just standing
around talking. [ gueas it was more goaslp than anything,
The atmosphere of the store hasn't changed at all over the
years. They still have everything from a needle to a hog,
as 1 always say."

Perhaps the large supermarkéts do draw the le
for thelr weekly shopping but Lhen there ia always that
“'glam, bam, thenkyou mam" atmosphere. People slmply
will not 1et the general stores dle off, at least not [n the
smaller communities. They are needed, il not only for
convenjence sake than lo serve as stmple means of escape
from the hustle ond bustle of the outside world.

olfice Friday afternooen, Feb. 22, ot the same
time as I was taking my letler to the Mayor's
office.

I appreclated the opportunity to speak
with you by telephone the other doy and for
the explanation of the basic polictes which
you observe In the discharge of your ad-
ministrative cesponsibilities at,..

Although [ had been quite disturbed for
the past few weeks over the apparent lack of
discrimination in the selection of books for
the llbrary and in the authors who are
recommended for reading in the clasarooms,
our converaation had been helpful in putting
things in perspective as far as 1 was con-
cerned. My wife and I had concluded that we
would have to work closely with our children
in tralning them to be discriminating in their
reading material.

However, my concern aboul the more
basic problems relating lo the phllosophy
which appears to be all too dominant in cu
public educational system, was (riggered to
alarm by the report which my daughtera
brought home Wednesday of the vislt of the
group from the Gay Liberation Movement (o
o Grade 12 health class.

As [ lndicated to you when you gracloualy
invited me into your of(ice for a visit lnst Fall,
I decply apprecinte your splendid work as the
principal of.... Within the context of your
sphere ¢f responsibilities, your service Is
tops. Hence my reaction to the aforemen-
tioned report was to set the wheels in motion
in Lhe larger social-pelitical context in which
I'm convinced the only adequate solutions
can be found.

Hence the enclosed letier, Be assured of
my warmest and highest regards for you
personally and of my confidence In the In-
tegrity and excellence of your adminlstratlon
as principal of.....

I trust we'll have opportunity for further
helpful exchanges in reference to these
matiers in days to come,

Eln&rel_v
KenCampbell

At the pdvice-of o journallsi-friend, Rev,
Les Tarr, Scarborough, a contributing editor
to the quarterly publication of our
Associntion (Encounter} [ prepared a news
release so that the press and the public would
have an explanation of the action I was
taking. Les warned that regardless of how

carefully T scught to jdentify the cause and
nature of my prolest, {t would be misun-
deratood but Lhat I ought to make the effort to
be as clear as poasible in my presentation.
Anembargo was put on the news release
dated February 24, 9:30 p.m. Thus there
were two days between the time the letters
were taken to the mayor's of flce and the high

Chapter Four;

school office, and the time the Information
was released through the press to the public.
Haod there been any reason to have retracted
that position, the news releases could have
been withdrawn prior to the embarge on the
24th, Since there was noreasontoretract, the
news broke.

There have been many who have

Tempest In A Teapot

'On Monday morning, February 25, “the
Jid blew off the teapot’’ as the news medla
focused in on the story. Qver the next two

~ weeka [ lost 15 pounds trying to keep up to the

response of the press. and the publie to my
proleat, :

To highlight some of the moat perlinent
developments of those 20-hour days, let me
begin with on exchange of lefters with our
high school principal;

: February 26, 1974
Dear Mr. Campbell:

1 am sorry that in my absence to attend a
headmasters’ convenlion in Oltawa your
concern was iggered to alarm. Had 1 been
here I expect that you and I could have
expmined your concerns and our praclices,
and the events of last week. I expect that you
would thus have had abetier view of the
contex! and the event, and that I would have
had a clearer view of your concerna.

As 1 indicaled to you when you called me
on Tuesday, I invite your specific concerns
about the book list that you complained of. 1
assurce you agaln that when I recelve 1t I wilt
determine whether our policies are belng
fﬂlelduwnd. and that good fudgment ls being
118

develop their greatest potential as moral,
sound, discriminating, sensltive, and ef-
fecive human belngs capable of good
citizenship, high endeavor, ond personal
fulfiliment. - We belleve thls requires the
development of empathy for others, asnd
understonding and respect for melf and
others,

In contemporary llterature there are

This schoaol is concerned that our stude.nhs -

books highly regarded by some that deal with
topics or use techniques that some of us find

- offensive, Itis the pallcy of this school that

vhere these are used in the program students
should have some forcknowledge of the
nature of the work, ond must be able to select
allernative options. 1do not know of any book
in our library or in our reading lists (hat
cannot be justified o= valuable on gome basis
in education. 1 do know that some of these
books conlain passages that 1 seriously
disagree with, and that are repugnant to my
values. However, If cach of us restricted our
book collection to epinions we agree with, we
would have a very amnll llbrary indeed, 1f
there are books used here thal you object to, I
will conslder the objections and_ decide
whether there |8 value in having these books
avalloble to our students. 1 ook forward to
hearing (rom you further to this connection.

The following 18 2 summary of the evenis
that culminated in your reactlon and public
expression of disapproval:

1. Far the past {our years our grade 12
Physicis cultauvn pugiwin wad cadiiled
the issues involved in human sexunlity. This
topic has been dealt with in ways intended to
foaler respect for and sensitivity to the moral
and spiritual jasues. Ithasaltempled tobe as
valid and as valuable to the real needs of our
students and society as possible. In an aren
of controveray it hos respected diversity of
viewpolint, and by bringing in people from the
community it has aitempled o bring un-
derstanding to our students. The studeats are
well aware that they may choose not to cotne
or may leave if any part of this program
offends them.

criticized taking this issue to Lhe public
through the press. Education is everybody's
business and I was determined that the pubilc
be shoken out of itz apathy and that the
crucial issue — the unresponsiveness of
public education to the parents and taxpayers
~~ be |dentifled and a public debate be in-
stignted over that issue,

“ 2. One of the guests that had contrituted
to this program in former years, -Dr. J.
Walker, a medical doclor of McManter
University was unavailable to present this
part of the program this year. Wheh we
learned this from the Medical School at
McMaater, they referred us lo the McMaster
Sexual Education Centre, whe in turn agreed
to arrange for a speaker or speakers (o come
and discusa interpersonal relations, including
the interpersonal relations of homosexuals
ond lesblans.

3. Without our being further informed the
four speakers arrived Tuesday morning and [
became aware of who they were imimediately
before they were o be with the claas,
Knowing the nature of the program, the ef-
fectiveness of previous classes, the
discrimlnation and good judgment with
which these students had discussed previous
toples, and that four teachers would be
present, [ dld not Interfere with the program.

4. The assessment of the four teachers

- present is that the tople was Intellectually

deall with, that nsberrant behavior was
nelther advocated nor made lo appear
desirable, and that the students gained useful
inslght into this problem of human behavior.

1 must take full responsibllity for the
clreumstances, and there are some
judgments and declsions of mine that you
may well question. However, you are quite
wrong to atiribute these to “‘moral corrup-
tion... being officlally fostered™ or Lo attempt
“to folat such twisted sexual styles”., The
very oppoaite [s Intended. This event and
‘these books do lie within my jurisdiction and
your criticism of them should be directed to

mc.

] would appreciate an carly cpportunity
to discuas these concerns with you, Pleasa

call me so that we can arrange (his,

Yours truly,
Nema withheld.




