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Yes, Cornelia,
thereis .~
~a Jesus Christ

. EDITOR'S NOTE: The following
Christmas editorial by Publjsher

Peter Brouwer Is a letter -to’ 'his

youngest daughter. We'd like to'think
that a lot of dads, all over Halton
Hills, are writing letters to thelr 10-

year-olds at this time of the year, " |

Dear Cornelia:
*  Ina few days it will be Chrisimas
and you'll get up at six in the morning

and wake everyone else in the house,”

and the dog and the cat, because you
can't wait fto _
Christmas tree with your ‘two

brothers and three sisters and y
mother and me.

I remember your first ﬁlt:iﬂi.lnﬂﬂ; |

when you were just big enoygh to sit

by the tree and you ri your -
e 4 ay F:Ji:ledﬂlruthe

way through the wrapping

presents your big brothers and 'sisters .

got you. )
- It was even better than a bir-

thday, wasn’t it?

d I remember, too, the second
the third and fourth and fif th.:pnd

ﬂ" . *
oy .
a ¥ ‘I. N Bl - a
oy, e
et

and

- December6, . . - | i
.. Tve algo told - you how both

gather ‘round the . .-

- don’t like - right?
"anything to people you don't know,

. is all about.

- them a

came on & white horse and many
-weeks before Christmas,

Santa's, even though one was a tall

saint and the other a jolly fat man,
the 2ame in a way, because
bothi came with many - gifts, - )
* " And "of course, you remémber

were hoth

about the wise men from the East who
came to Bethlehem to bring gifts to
the batéy Jesus,

-~ _And this givinﬁ of gifts .is really
what I want to talk to you about.

with someone,
when you r

You don't give gifts to peoyie you

You k

Keep to your family and friends
and may

eveh the teacher and the

principal and the mailman and the

carrier who delivers The Heraild.
And that's where we all make a

big mistake. Did you know that?
When that little baby Jesus, who

" started Christmas, became a man; he

showed us every day what Christmas

He loved the people he knew and
the ones he didn't know,

He gave gifts even to his enemies.
He ﬁavle people the greatest gift of
- love, - -

on

.- When yuﬁr&hggpy for someone, .
‘'when m‘rmeas

y love someone, you

* want to givé to them. . E |

You don’t give

A

DO
o

o

e LET AN
foR
MiNuTe
THEN (Lb

CACO Hm.-..
Xy,

ve it to the people who lived

He .
5 e T SO I

‘gixthr Christmas...with you taking it
Kall in from your little cornemekt to~7
“he tree.

S | suppose, because you're the
H1ittle one’ in the family, I've con-
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g7" g ) still carried on because...well, that beavier and heavier upon us with But you know Santa, betler than
. . %gﬁiuﬁ%mhahl; d{gnl?tgl?ﬁ?ee ;m:]f bit like him. was just part of Christmas. ' every morning’s start? P anyone else, that children don't
.=, ety sy _ He told you to love people. Even Which is probably why I'm = LSS guess Santa if I knew you were belleve in complications and in-
: ~ "But you know, don't you? the ones you don't like. writing this vear Santa. Mavbe, just JOHNSTOpn  there and I knew you could help brin furiations. For them the simplest way
‘ We all have 1o be Santa’s in our He told you that the biggest gift ~ maybe, by writing this letter some of o me what tonight I wanted most, from point A to point B I8 moving
; own way. [ know you've been very you can give comes without fancy that maﬁic of Christmases past, of the would ask for oniy one thing: a child-  along that direct ﬁ;e
' busy these last fewweeksbeing a little " 2 ing g“i}e" and a ribbon. best Christmases, will somehow like attitude to face the coming year get from Christmas 1974 to a
, Santa. I check up on these things. € told you that you can give it  retyrn, with all its inevitable problems,  better world, circa?, you travel the
; ' You've been spending a lotof ime 00 gﬂ)’ﬂl EH the PR & o 16 Sk You see Santa, things have j Through rose tinted glasses I might  meost direct route. That's the road of -
: . behind your closed bedroom door. » €L'S you an try to make changed drastically since I Iast wrote =~ when we..Well, I'm sure: you be able.to see more clearly what friendship, co-operation and heckuva

- - 1S

. bi h , i v A think we've sliPEed back. ‘
irl. You're getting so big that on g E’m ' . It's been so long Sarita I'm afraid ] have to play the role of an adult; a Why don’t 1 know what's going to  soldier now olling his gun in Israel, or
%frishnas morning you'll probably be e made a special elfort every | feel a little foolish penning this  grown-up; & responsible citizen in a  happen in the coming year? Oh I've  the bomber making another in-
: watching me as much as I'll' be ?ﬂslgfﬁﬁ iil“;: and friendcs!hi and  letter, 1 guess the last time I did it suppoaesly regponsible world. never particularly worried abott that strument of death in a grimy London
watching you. all kinds to bums an nks.  was,..When I was elght? or 11 or 137 You know, the worst Santa? 1  before. But looking at 1975 I feel a  flat, or the robber nteg.lpiug into the

centrated on you all those Christmas
mornings, ;
But now you're getting to be g;big

I know we'll both have a beautiful '

. Christmas this vear.

For many Christmases now, I've

-tried to tell you what Christmas is all

about, and why we're giving gifts to

each other,

. Remember the first time you

-asked your dad "is there really a

E
L3 »'
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Things must be happening in there,

I've told you how I grew up with a

" Not only was it meaningful but

' for the first time since God nvented
the Canada Pdst Office] we have to : -

admit that weé totally agreed with the
point of view and facts presented in

g .'Jll ]
. - ' S I TP ey S

our: Doc

From the Oakville Jédrmal Record:

% Dr, Frank Philbroock = -..,: «

Member of Parliament, Halton

was willing tp dje for them. --
And heﬂtifﬁfl' /inathe peoples, < We
who came In a nice suit to listen to

him, and who had good iobs and
money and a nice warm house with a

and gﬂor people, _
| e made sick people better,

_He told people like you and me
‘and all your.brothers and sisters and
your mother and the neighbors and

‘aunts and uncles and everybody, that

‘we've got (o make every day like
Christmas, | s
He told you, Cornelia, to be a little

Christmas last a little longer, shall
we? Like all year? . .
sweetheart!

address and telephone number the
release was blank.

. Perhaps that's their way of

‘saying-for eight cents—“No Com-

ments,"’

tHough. ‘We're all. pitching in and
.tightening our beits just the way you
fellas said weshould. Not that there's
much choice, With prices the way
they are these days, we suppose folks

« .ghould be glad they'Ve still got belts to

tighten, right?

. Seriously, though, Doc, this in-
flation thing really has some people
down, hard-pressed as they are just to

now there's all thia talk of recession,

‘Dear Banta:

or 187 meﬁ' I can’t recall the exact
year I finally didn’t bother writin
ou a note on Christmas Eve an
rning it so you could see what I
wanted.
There were years there when I
suspected and then eventually knew
THE SECRET OF SANTA CLAUS but

to you. Some of the changes are for
the better, some for the worse. Some

can’t do things anymore without
weighing the pros and cons. And the
cons are winning and more often

~ these days Santa,

I don’t do a lot of things I used to,

This public confidence sure is a
fragile thing,

Actually, -Doc, that's really why
we're walting, You see, we've heard
te]h that you ?ﬂas are thinking about
volng yourseives a 60 per cent
hike. .znd we've got to tell you tiuayt
ijle in Halton aren’t likely to take
Suoin S B

we can’ an ou
could do that would mnrjé aiﬁgenite

Sanfa, here | am ag

Santa, because of the simple fact that

haven’t thrown a snowball Santa in..I
ess it must be five vears now.
member that time back in college

remember, Santa. It was a lot of fun.
Those were the ... :

repeated 365 times this past year?
Bombs in Belfast. Food %:"ices going
up. Another strlke. Arabs retaliate
against the Israells, Ol crisis, So little
has changed in 1974. If anything I

. Crowded! Oh‘, but don't get us mi*ruhg earn every penny you get.

But the guy on the street, who's
got to make every dollar count now
and who doesn’t know what the future
holds, is unlikely to ook at it that way.
All he’s likely to understand is that a
bunch of people who already make
thousands of dollars more than we
are, on the one hand, tetling him not to
be greedy and, on the other, dipping
into his pocket to give themselves

. e Al ,.l':l - .. make ends meet, much less come up them. even more. We just don't know how
: Parlim_nent Hill, Ottawa with the extra cash to pay for the kids’ Not to say that you don’t deserve - menuld explain it to him, Doc. Ot
¥ Dear Dog, e e el And if that weren'tbad-enough, s o ;. ceﬂaf' you would tell & family facing a

nlg‘. i:xﬂu and most

inge of apprehension. Recession.
Depression. Inflation. Familiar
words. Important words in our Hves
ﬁ:t words and things over which we

ve little control. Bay Street and
Wall Street be kind tous in 1975.

Why do these thoughts weigh

l:ossibly makes this world worth
oving. |

¥ Merry Christmas, just...well, we'll wait and see. I realize that when Iput this letter to . I'would ask for a little “peace on  enough. Merry Christmas to you,
-ﬁ‘{{;&?}*ﬁ:ﬂ“ﬂi&;‘fuﬁpﬁtﬁuﬁ - And many happy returns of the But vou know the worst thing ~ a match this Christmas Eve all I'm  earth good will towards all men"” -~ Bl Johnston J
L i'fnw he was like a real saint Ina’lung day! : ' Ilgul:*ayhapli?ned Satatgl'.; I've ¢ 1} in tudann he:phv;ith iiﬁm a psl}ie t::f o . .
- L . . Yourdad . UP.,b ¥Yes, I'm an a now, full e ackened as ut you xnow Santa, it e | e @ :
{  -tobe and & salntly hat and how he - ' respousibilitios _obligations, Idon't think inall of my 25 years I've -~ . I
C _ ‘maturity, sociability, stability, evena . wanted to belleve in you 80 much as e ¥ ' B
; ! 3 - little morality. Everything that I  tonight. “ -
, ledged to myself would never ere I sit, surrounded In k’” ' R
: a s n ew & p;ien to me, has happened. Christmas decorations, not only e
i - ‘_ : m]:-] longer laugh unless it's right E’utﬁiegingt Elhéit Ehig h?hﬂ?l;?ta*ﬂ scene | o
We would like to thank the On-  the OFA statement. - to laugh. * | all about but why? Now that's a new - i
‘tario Federation of Agriculture for For that reason we publish the ~ dluﬁt;: iélge:ﬂmﬁ En“éﬁﬁﬂ it's proper ﬂ?mi?wmta the why of Christmas ' 't |
wone of the more meaningful press contents'of the OFA news release in - - FO o 1 o k at 1 q Why did '
'mleaﬂeﬂtnfiltermrnughnurmnr;ﬂng its entirety: ** 0 . no longer look at people an Why I just sit thro gh a N
-mall in many a vyear. ‘That's right. Besides the OFA’s.,  3Ccept them just as they are. newscast that seems to have been el

o - - .
o o e
ain

Santd:'} you know and I know, that the

Detroit liquor store with a gun in his
hand, really aren’t going to be moved,
muchs affecteds, by such glorious
soun uest. So I won't bother.

Man bei.ng man, his path is
always going to be a difficult one. He
usually makes it difficult,

lot of love.
I guess Santa I've rambled

; 4 : L of your co es s  Christmas little more than bleak and g
g“ﬂt tgg“ J:e.q yrite to thank |, layoffs and such. . Frankly, Doc, pa e ..mkaﬂﬁﬁ“matﬁﬂmdef‘ﬁ“ti‘ﬂi‘; acoming year not much brighter than :
© you for se B capd our . they're scared, Can't reall ‘blame, sefice. And we recognize that it costs ﬂ?ﬂ“ just can't get by on much.less de g
wa{:ﬂ {nuthi:]i‘ . th Lﬁ‘au!dng them, either. Seemsd every time they lot of money to maintain two . n $40,000 a year. We can't for the L
E'nw es, %ﬂf;‘ﬂm ﬁd'jﬂilﬂtrm - furn around, it costs them more o' regidences,’ ‘keep. the riding lifeof usseehow youcoulddoit, e
X ogpont, DR Home - E;‘Eﬂd on the table, clothes on ' grgapization In tune and be . Sorry to have been so somber, .
3 - faada cks and even a roof over their everywhere .you're supposed to be  Doc. We just thought yow'd want to - Gy et Ul
. . As yoy can well imagine, folks . We thought it only fair to let  when you're ‘supposed o be there.  Jmow what the folis bick hors ace. | QA e e 0l - 1
h bouls are in a" tizzy now, what'  you know that a lot of those folks are And’with the liours you fellas work  thinking. After all, knowing what the i A j@“ N R et
;- With last minute Christmas shopping  -Deglnning to wonder if you people in . and the responaibilities you have to - people think, andhow they feel, might . iy, gl H,’K i T
- and. all.Boy:fowdyyare thestores -« Ottawa cando anything tohe ++ ¢ "shoulder, there's'ne question that you Elp you make better decisions, - TR e . R o
' e ' 03 "-'I'L'-:’ ‘,-F“”T“‘t"':ﬁ-‘t-fﬁﬂ ) _' R j:':-" }‘:“’.‘ """
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