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THE BEARDMORE Tan-
neries in Acton were the
drawing card which brought
realdents 1o the town. s
photo was found in a pam-
phlet dated 182t when Ac

BEARDMORE'S BOATING
club on Feiry Lake was Just
one of the many recreatlen
facillties provided for the
employees of the firm. The
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CHILDHOOD MEMORIES
+ for Charles . Landsborough
was attending the Acton
Baptist Church, which was
hui?t In 1899, The churchwas '

founded in 1842 with Len

THE OLD Station Hofe] as

- _rebullt by Sam Lasby in 1813,

Praviously it was an old
stone bujlding, with a cement
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THE NEXT TIME you poss
this old barn on Hwy, 7 at
gixth line, think of Evan and
Sally Price, who built it in

“NEVER TOUCH a
drowning victim or he may
ull you in too,” swimming
nstructor Miss Calhy Ashley

told a group of M. Z. Bennelt _
pupils Friday at o waler-

gafely instruction program

at Fairey Lake

"""""—l*-.-u'l—-. - r'h.‘

W

| I 1
L -

i} e

R : ; ol WaRrnOoUDER,
Y- 2 A T o B e

ton’'s population totalled
2000, most of whom were
Beardmore employees and
thelr families. The tanneries
employed 500 men and
covered 1,000,000 square feet

OLD ACTON

boats in the photo belong to
Mr. Landsborough whose
home and public boat rentol
was situated across the lake
{rom the club, Mpr. Land-

members., The driving shed
where the worshippers
arked their horses and
uggles is still standing back
of the criginal building. It
.can't be removed until the

porch and balcony like the
ones you se¢ jn western
movies. Old Sam removed
the balcony after his four-
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1840. Flve of their descen-
dants who are still living in

Acton, said they feel o lwinge
of emotion every time they
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of working space. ‘T'here are
presently u[;rprmlmnlcly 500
men employed and the
operation occuples less floor
space because today things
are more nutomated and

sberough paid a one dollar
lifetime membership to Mr.
Beardmore for the privilege
af putting his boats on
Beardmore's lnke,

church decides to add on
exlension, according ta, a
bylaw  Mr. Landsborough
has been orgenist for 35
YeAOrs,

year-old daughter, now Mrs.
Mary Oshorne feli over the
roiling and broke her leg.
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drive by the old ploce.

"Even though we never lived
there, we feel that the place
I8 very much a part of us.™

£ afternoon the:

For Over A Century

The village of Acton had fts
origin long before It became

2 cofficial on July 1, 1874, with a
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more compact. The Grand
Trunk Rallway made Action
an ideal spot for RBeard-
more's warehousea, The
tanneries can be seen in the
background.

Young People
Ready To Offer

Their Services

Over the past [ew years it has
become Increasingly popular
with young people in
Georgetown to find some way of
helping their community
durtng the summer. Some

ople join service clubs, some
oin the recreation depart.
ment's programs, or other
organizations designed for
community-minded  cilizens,
and still others create their own
organization,

The latter, of course, is made
possible by the government
granis known as Opportunities
for Youth(OFY). The projects
are planned by young peopile of
secondary or post-secondary
school age early in the year,
and are sent lo OFY o be ap-
proved, then, throughoutl the
summer the vouths run and
control their own organizatlon
with only reguested or
necessary help from the project
supervisor,

This year there are two OFY
projects in Georgetown which
plan to help the community.
One is a play school for all pre-
schoolers aged three to five and
the other is a French language
day camp for children.

‘The play school |3 called CAP
‘74 (Creative Actlvities for Pre-
schoolers}. In this program,
children will be involved in
ectivities ranging from crafls
and games to creative play and
songs during the months J July
and August.

The six members of CAP '74,
Brenda Fisher, Mike Deere,
Nancy McKee, Cathy Hen-
dergson, Kevin Flsher and
Peggy Levers, recelved a grant
for over $6,000 to cover the
expenses involved and have
been able to procure Knox
Presbyterlan Churchtouseasa
base for the activities,

The second project, Diver-
tissement pour Enfants, Iz a
day camp planned for any chlld
who can understand French.
The project will run through the
summet under the supervision
of eight regular and four part
time workers.

Pauline Chaisson, Pauline
Casey and Nancy Hayes are the

project representatives for -

Divertissement pour Enfants.
They will be conducting ac-
tivities in art, sewing, drawing
and cooking in the mornings,
and o program of sporls will be
run In the afternoona.

Many of the people involved
in both projects were invelved
in similar projects last vear.
Last year's projects were both
successful and the experience
gained from them by the
organizers will undoubtedly
prove extremely useful In
running and planning this
year's activities.

Busy Week

It was a busy week for the
Acton Citlzens’ Band. Tuesday
night the sentor band led the
motorcade of electian can-
didates through Acton te the
Robert Little School pudltorium
for @ ‘‘meet-the-people”
cvening.

Wednesday morning and

unior band
visited Acton’s public echeola to
announce the OFY summer
program and to sign up
recruits. Barbara Pratt, senlor
band member and clarinet
Inatructor, led the band in what
was really their [irat public
appearance,

Wednesday evenings the
funlor aond senior bands
presented a concert of In-
sirumental music {n the band
hall. It was a delightful In-
formael evening of marches
wallzes, solos, duets, trios an
quartets,

Bandmaster George Elliott
introduced each plece with a
history of Lhe Instrument, Lhe
seleclion and the enlertalner.

pepulation of 800, moat of whom
were Beardmore employees
and their families,

The Acton tanning busineas
was [ounded In 1840 by
Abraham Nellis. In 1885,
George L. Beardmore brought
his tanning operation to Acton
after having been successful in
Toronto, Hamtlton, and
Guelph. He took over the Nellis
tannery which formed the
nucleus of the great
organlzation that has long since
been the backbone of Acton, It
Is now the largest and most
diversified tanning operation in
the British Empire, At that
time it was devoled exclusively
to the manufacture of oak sola
leather. In the 1880's the
Beardmore sons, Goeorge,
Torrence and W. D, Beardmore
bought a small wooden plant
and made several additions to it

for the manulacturs of harness
leather,

When the senjor Beardmore
died his fayr sons carried on the
buslness and added yet another
operation, belting leather.

ey kept adding until they
covered over one milllen
square feet of floor space, and
included chrome sole, upper,
case, bag and strap leather,
Today Beardmore is much the
same only more automated and
more compact,

By 1821 Beardmore had 500
men regularly employed. The
company made E?EIE possible
provislon for the welfare of {ta
employees.

One of their schemes was to
bulld sixty homes for their
employees and rent them for a
nominal fée of $6 to $8 a month
o help beat Lhe high cost of
living. The homes still stand on
what Is now known as Poplar
Crescent and Cameron Ave.

Aso, at the petition of their
men, they opened a slore in

Halton Hills Want

Talks On

Halton Hills councll after
expressing a strong
dissgreement with the Miniatry

of Houslng's proposals te en--

courage house construction in
the orea, decided to meet with
town planrer Mario Venditti,

During a commillee of the
whale meeti dMonday, the
council agr lo arrange a
special meeting with Mr,

enditti to dlscuss the program
and atart a future development
plan for the town.

However, many of the
councillora felt that stricter
measures were needed, and
councillor Harry Lev
proposed that the couneil
prepare a brief expressing their
displeasure of the ministry's
plans. '

"'l think that the minlstry is
waiting for a reaction from us,
and we should Eiue them one,"
he sald. *'We should prepare a
brief on their propoaals.”

Councillor Ern Hyde agreed
to the Idea and added that the
council's reaction should be In
the negative, “We should give
them the blggeat fattest no
ever,” he added,

“"When I brought out the
Toronte reglon (TCR) plan
there was no reaction from the
area, because we were
prepared to go along with the
plan as a slow growth
deaiqmliun." he sald. “*Now,
they're golng for a complete
reveraal.”

Counclllor Hyde pointed oul
that if councll did not react it

Housing

town could only grow as quickly
as [ls sewage treatment plant
is able to expand. ""We're still
laced with the same problem of
whether capabllities of the
municipality can handle the
th, where are we golng to
put the afflyent from the
peaple,” he questioned,

Last week two represen-
tatlves from the mfnﬂ of
housing Bob Holmes, and Peter
Martin met with the general
administration Commitlee to
discuas the province’s needs for
the housing.

would be Ilke accepling the .

ministry’s plans. "If we don't
make atalic they're assured
that we're wllllni to go along
with the plana,” he said.

""The government |la cﬁlte
hﬁpp?‘ to sucker anyasne they
can,” he said, “They got the GO
train up here and now they're In
a8 bind with the housing
situation.”

Other counclilors expressed
objectiona to the provincial
governments. dealing in the
area, Councillor Les Duby
blamed the province for
slowing the developments of the
area,

“Provincial regulations held
up_the developments for the
paet few years and now that the
price of land has escalated they
coeme out with a housing
praject,” he argued, “All of a
sudden things seem to have
changed.”

He added one note of relief for
the other councillors that the

For

"Acton Citizens' Band

Theidea of the concert was to
Eive the junlor band members
an opportunity {o play together
and to hear the senlor band In

unlson. The junlor band was’

formed last summer as a result
of the OFY project. Other
membera . res from the
adult
Tucaday nights at the band hall.

“It 18 usually two vyears
before the members of the
junior band are ready to move
up lo senior level,” explained
bandmaster, George Elloll.
“and then we atart all over
again with a fresh new group."

"The Acton . Citlzens' Band
has brought music to the area
since 1872," George continued,
“And in Lthose 103 yeara there
have been only four band-
masters.”

He sald that back in 1872
there were bands oil along the
rallway line, In Georgetown,
Brampton, Guelph and Acton.

John Hiil led the band for
mony years untll the Mason-
brothers, Charlle, Amos, and
Bert took it over.

The boys and girls band was
slarted by Charlle Mason when
all the senior band membera
were called away to lhe service
during the gecond World War,
There hove since been many
Junlor bands in Acton.

George went on to say that

. *“John HIl taught Charlie

Mason to play, Charlic Mason
taught me, and now I'm
robably teaching the next
andmaster.”

In the Interim between Lhe
Masons and George Ellott, Alf
Perrolt led the Acton band for
many years until George was
old enough to step in. Al

Perrolt alao conducted for

many years in the Scots
regimental bard in
Georgetown,

THE ACTON Citizens’ Junior
Band delighted a packed
house Wednesday night when

Acton, known as the Co-
operative, where the employees
could buy provisions and
ptoducts  cheaper  than
elsewhere,

Another feature of the
Beardmore businesa was the
splendld club recrention
facilities they provided for thelr
employees, at a nominal
charge. The privileges of
membership included tennls
courts, gquoiting grounds and
bowllng greens and the use of o
soctal club house which covered
the area where Canadlan Tire
and Foodland now stand, and
much of the grounds behind {t.
They had a wicker carl with a
pony to give youngsters rides.

They also bullt a large
skating rink on the firm's
property with a sealin
capacity for 400 speclators an
o boating club on Fairy Lake.

These means of en-
tertainment lent atiractions to
1lfe in the small town of Acton
which made il compare very
favorably with the city
exlatence,

Access lo markels vin the
Grand Trunk Railway, and
later the Toronto Suburban
Electric Railway made Acton a
desirable spot for industry.
Olhers soon followed.

In 1888 the Storey Glove
Company was established on
Bower Avenue, overloaking
Henderson's Pond. By 1876
they were selling 35,000 pairs of
gloves to whalesale houses in
Toronto and Montreal. Back in
those days it was the only place
where a girl could go ta work
other than teachipg and nur-
sing. In 1954 they closed the
plant that stood where the new
past office now stands.

The Beardmore operation
was turned over to Canada
Packers.

they made their first public
appearance In the band hall.
In the morning and afternoon

With the advent of televlston,
afler the second world war,
tennis and lawn bowling

pularity petered out and the
irm gave up Its recreationsl
facilities,

Beardmore has brought
several  generations  of
residents to Acton, including
the last two generations who

came with the closing of the
Beardmore Tannerlies
Bracebridge and Huntaville.

There are no Beardmore -

descendants left In Acton.
are scattered throughout On-
tario. But the old folks of Acton

like toreminisce about the good

old days when Beardmore's
whs the hub of the town,
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DAVE SALE, enfertains a
packed auditorium with an
oboe solo, Mr, Sale, who has
his master's degree in music

they staged dress rehearsals
at Acton's two public schools

- the

instruction, will {ntroduce a ¥ %

muslcal instrument course at
high =Bchool next
semester.
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{Herald Photo)

to announce the upcoming
OFY summer project,

Junior Band OFY Summer Program

- The present members of the
Acton Citizens' Junior Band
made thelr first public ap-
pearance together Wednesday
night at the Band Hall, directed
by bandmaater George Elliott,

Most of the members are
products of an Opportunities for
Youth program that was held
last pummer in Acton, Again
this summer {ree instrument
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Lending a motorcade of the
election candidates, the
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Eugene Whelan, Minister of
Agriculture ate a hpme
grown beef sandwich before
a large crowd at the Erin

lessons are being taught to
Acton youngsters from Grade
[ive through high school age to
ive them something wor-
while to {lll thelr summer
days.
cornet, clarient, trombone,
french horn and baritone, in-
structed by Barbara Pratt,
Caolyn Merrin, Mary Walson,
David Marcoux, Dave Morris

i,

and Janet Allan, senlor band
members.

The ¢lasses will be conducted
for one hour o day, from July 2
to August 29. For two weeks,
July 29 to August 9, music
students will attend a day camp
at Rockwood which will Include
swimming, hiking, games and
picnics as well as musical in-
struction. Transportatlon is

provided free.

Next semester, the high
school s introducing a course in
instrumental music, instructed
by Dave Sale who has a
maater's de in music. So
this is a greal opportunity for
high schiool students to get a
head start. For more in-

formation call Miss Barbara »

Pratt, 853-0516.

= 3 - = ,F-.n-- #
L A H ‘f-l" ?.
¥ .1 : + PF " ;1- %"
; : F) F\-’ _:ﬁ " -

MARCHING TO AN ELECTION

Acton Citizens Band mar-
ched through Acton to Robert
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WHELAN 'BEEFS' IT UP AT RALLY

falrgrounds Inst Sunday o
emphasize that he will stand
firm againat Amerlcan
threats of retallation con-

Little School, where Ter
O'Connor, Frank Philbroo
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cerning Canada's declslon to
hait Imports of cattie con-
taining growlh hormone
DES. Halton candidate Dn
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(Herald Phota)

and Archie Brown held a
meet-the-people evening.

{Herald Photo)

Frank Phllbrook i at left
and Wellington candidate
Feank Maine s at right.
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