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BELFRIES will house a
number of bells, A sinflc
bell, or sometimes two bells,
can be hung in a stone turret
or cot above the church. Such
is the case with Sacre-Coeur
Roman Calholic chureh on
Guelph Sirect. Because of
the fragile state of the
masonry and Lthe effect
vibrations might have on it,
this bell has not been rung for
many years, Though the
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THE EIGHT bells of Knox

Chureh’s carillon are fixed,
immobile, to the beams from
" which they hong. They are

'ﬂiE BELLaboveSt. Alban's
. Anglican Chiurch in Glen
- L. may amny ¥
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turret had always been on
the church, it was only about
1931 that the bell was placed
there, The priest at the time,
Father McBride, had
relatives working for the
CNR, and they acquired the
old engine bell for the
church. in French Canada,
many of the old church bells
are emblazoned with a
crucifix.
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By Rev. Richard Ruggie
EI_+ Alban's and St. Paul's Churches

In the first centuris of ity exiatence the chwwel was an un-
derground organization that met lenﬁhv o avold persecution,
But not long after it came above grou
call people o its worship.

'The earliest bells were probably not cast, but made of metal
plates riveted together (llke some of the 19th' century cowbells),
Other early bells were long and cylindrical, with square heads
which caused an unpleasing lone, since the straight sides
checked vibration. As the art of making bells developed, so too
did the lore about them. They took on personnlitles of their own--
Li;e;r wvi're named and in some places It Is sald they were even

plized.

Al teast 11 was common to consecrole them for church use.
When Major Lachlan Grant presented the carillon to Knox
Church in 1922, it was with the words that *‘these bells ... have
been solemnly set apart from all common or unhallowed uses. ™
The minister (Rev. R.F. Cameron) in turn prayed “that the spirit
of the Lord may reach the heart of evervone within earshot of
their sound."

TELL TIME

Besides calling people to church, heils often told the time, Inan

age when most people didn't have watches. And they were used
ta toll the death of members of the community,

In some Lowns they also announced a death witha lelling hell-a
teller, or “tailor™. First the sex of the person was announced,
wilh three groups of three strokes for a man, two groups of three

for a woman and one group of three for o child (sometlmes o .

higher pltched bell was used for o child). Then the age of the
person was told, with one stroke for cach year of his life. And
then the bell was slowly tolled twith perhaps one or two strakes
per minute). A leather muffle was sometimes put on the clapper
to dull the sound.

Since this all required single rather than double rings, the hell
had to be steadled each time, 50 the person pulling the rope coutd
casily get blisters doinﬁlt. The Nine Tallors of Dorothy Sayers'
{famous mystery novel by that name refers to these telling bells.

English belfries would ordinarily have eight bells. which
wasn't fell enough to play hymn-lunes on,--unlike the carillons of
Belgium which mifh! contain 40 to 50 bells. So there developed
he peculiarly English custom of chan e-ringing, of ringing flfe
bells in succession, but In varying urtﬁ?rs 50 if you had three
bells, they could be arranged in six different ways:

, It began to use bells to -
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MANY CHANGES

- Four bells give 24 changes, and cight bells would give 40,320
changes! But churches which put speakers in their belfrics (such
as St. George's Anglican Church and Norval Presbylerlan
Church} to play recordings of other peoples’ bells tend to play
{unes rather than change-ringing. St. Joha's United Church had
& speaker system that was burnt out some five or six years ago.
From it the church used (o broadeast singing by publle school
groups on the Friday evenings before Chrlstmas.

Methodist churches, such as the ones in Glen Williams or
Norval, didn’t usually have either bell or lower. Anglicans tend
(o have bells, though in Stewarttown they worshlp in what was
once a Methodist building, So when St. John's church there
acquired o large locomotive bell from the TH&B statipnmaster in
Hamilton, about 1952, the congregation had to toke out a window
from the attic lo place the bell. Some of the more modern church
buildings rely on their members to use thelr waltches, and have
no provision for a bell at all-such as Holy Cross Roman Catholie
Church, Immanue! Lutheran, Moyntainview Baptist and St.
Andrew’s United, :

rung by pulling a wire at-
lached to the bottom of the

clapper--visible at the bot.

tom of this photo. This
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Rev. T. G. Wallace was Lhe
rector of Georgelown and
Gler Willlams. He moved to

"8t Jude's Church in Oak.

ville, just aboul the time that
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practlice Ia
“clocking'’, and seme peo
claim that vibralion is
checked when the bell is rung

called In this way. The cracking of
e the rim, or *‘sound-bow'" of
many larger bells hos been
blamed on clocking,

85T, PAUL'S Anglican
_Church bell, Norval was cast
in 1853. This mounting comes
closest to the ldeal way of
hanging a bell. For ringing, a

a sel of chimes and a clock
were belng placed in the
belfry there.-So the old bell
was donaled to the new Jiitle
church in the Glen.
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CARILLON BELLS in Knox
Presbyterlan Church were
cast by the most famous of
the “modern” f[ounders in
England-aTuglurs of Lough-
borough, whose firm can

- - R

. CHAINS restraln the clappér
- of the bell from the- old

Congregatlionnl church,.
When the church was given
la the lown in 1912 for a free
public llbrary, one of the
conditions was that the bel]
should be rung every Sab-

irace lis m‘i%ma only back to
1731. It was the Taylor who in
1681 cast Great Paul, a bell
welghlng . more than 1613
tons, Great Paul bears o
Latin inscription, from |

tb'mh.-'nt a Hme -to - be

arranged by the “‘realdent
pastors of the several
churches In town'' Un-
fortunalely, tendency, today,
oulslde libraries, schools and
fire hialls, Is that bells should

Corinthlans: Woe to me if 1

reach not the Gospel. It
ange In the southwest tower
of 5t. Paul’'s Cathedral In
London.

be seen but not heard. Like
many Onfario belis, this one
was cast (in 1878 by the old
Meneely foundry in West
Troy, New York, established
in 1826. Looking at the bell is
Rev. Richard Ruggles.

SINCE SAXON times in
Engiand, churches have
been expected to have a bell.
So the provision of a place to
hang it was necessary, and
alfected the:architecture of
churches. So it came about
that some churches, cven
when there was no intention

o have a bell, would be built
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wilh a belfry. Thus the oid
Baptist church on
Georgetown's Main  Street
lillustrated- here) had an
elabarately designed belfry
which seemingly never
housed a bell--nor did the
belfries of St. John's United
Church, Maple Avenue
Baplist Church or Norval
Presbyterian Church,

The Herald

Busy Month For Norval
Churches And Brownies

Unit Two of Norval Unlled
Church held their regular
menthly meeting ot the home
of Mrs. Jean Dunlop on
Wednesday evening February
6 wilth Mrs. Edna Murray
presiding. -

Business was dealt with
followed by the devational by
Mrs. Lols Reid and Mrs.
Deanna Cleave, The program
censisted of the members
dividing into three groups with
each group discussing current
arlicles in the Observer, after
witich lunch was served and a

;T B,
bell would be "'raised" to an
Inverted position, so that
rimost a complele revolullon
Is. petformed each time the
rope I8 pulled. This moun-

social time was enjoyed,

The group in charge of the
meeling were Mrs., Gwen
Laidlaw, Mrs, Glenn Laidlaw,
Mrs, Jean Dunlop, Mrs, Lois
Reid and Mrs. Deanna Cleave,

Unit One of Norval United
Church Women met at the
home of Mrs, Percy Laidlaw
on  Thursday afternoon,
February 21 with Mrs. Gu
Wilson presiding. The roll call
on a verse from the Bible on
love or & poem was answered
by the |4 persons present,

ling, however, lacks the
"stoy"' which would keep the
bel) from falling over at the
concluston of the siroke.

Mrs. Murray Laird gave the
devotional on “Forgive us our
Iresspasses™, and Mrs. James
Loidlaw gave an interesting
siory on the history of ihe
World Day of Prayer from ils
beginning story on the history
of the World Day of Prayer
from its beginning until today
after which she gave an
amusing ilem. Mrs. Spencer
Wilson gave o report of the
church executive mecting
which she had attended.

Mrs. Bill Graham and Mrs.
Guy Wilson assisted the
hosless in serving lunch and a
social time was cnjoyed.

ﬂﬂrvnl Frcsl:;:;*ierinn Church
WMS met at the hame of Mrs.

Clure Archdekin on Tul:".:'-l:ii'lﬁ

afternoon, February 26. wit
1} persons present and Mrs.
Horold Reed in the chajr. The
roll call was answered with a
verse from the Bible eon
worship or mission,

Mres. Cralg MeClure and
Mrs. Nelson Heblnson gave the
devolionnl, and Mrs. Harold
McClure gave the chapter
f[rom (he study book on
“Worship and Mission",

Mrs. Dixon Duff who had
attended the preshyterial gave
a'talk on what she hdd learned
there on the work of the
tteasurer and how the mission
maney s divided to assist the
many projects that the church

EHFF'\'JH&
ans were made for the
dessert luncheon to be held on

April 23 in the church.

Mrs. John M. McClure and

Mrs. H. Anthony were the
lunch committee and ossisted
the hostess in serving lunch
gfter the meeling.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard
Laidlaw showed plctures of
thelr trlp to Cuba at the
regular monthly meeling of
Norval Unlted Church

: Cnugle*s Club meeting held at

the home of Mr, and Mrs. Bill
Laldlaw on Wednesday
evening February 27 with 40
attending, The pictures and
the talk by Heward and Aileen
was very interesting. The
executive for 1974 are:
rasident, Bill and Gwaen
idlaw: secretary, Jack and
Mary Crawford: treasurer,
George and Maorilyn Smith,
Al the regular meeting of
Norval United Church YPS
held In the church on Sunday

evening March 3 with Terry
Laidlaw presiding, the ynug
people planned and practis
for a worship service which
they will conduct at the
regular church® service on
Sunday morning March 10,
The whole service will be
taken by the young people with
special musical numbers. The
teen choir will be assisted by
mempers of the Young Peoples
Soclety. The theme of Lhe
warship service is
“Freedom'.

Following the plannin
meeting lunch was served nnﬁ
a social time enjoyed.

Rev. Peter Barrow of Knox
Presbyterian Church,
Georgetown, was Lhe guest
speaker at the World Day of
Prayer service held in Norval
United Church on Friday
evening, March 1. The theme
of ihe service was “Make us
Bullders of Peace’. Rev.
Barrow stressed reconclliation
with God, with each other, and
with the world in his mesgage,

Bonnie Crawford sang &
solo, "“Let there be peace on
earth and Iet it begin with
me”’. Mrs. Marg Ridley was
organist,

Mrs. Gwen Laldlaw was
leader lor thee service and
those laking parl were Mrs,
Dixon Dulf, Mrs. Harold Reed,
Mrs. Bob Taylor, Mrs. Ormie
Carter, Mrs. John Dunlop,
Mrs. Ed McLean, and Mrs.
Murray Laird,

Following the service &
snclal hour was enjoyed in the
basement with cookies and tea
served by the UCW,

There was a belter al-
' lendance than usual at Lhe

service which was held In the

evening instead of the former
afternoon services.
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Mrs. Walter Ridley's
mother, Mrs. Ladd of Port
Hawkesbury, Nova Scotla,
visited with the Ridley family
for a month, She left on
Sunday to visit her son In
Thunder Bay before returning
home.

BROWNIE ACTIVITIES

*Twelve Norval Brownies and
leaders and twelve Norval

. Guides and ieaders atlended a

winter weekend camp al Cam
Wyoka on February 18 throug
17. The weather was excellent
and the girls enjoyed the

clivities. The Brownies passed
their snow shoe badge and
their native lore badge,

Assisting the Brownle Ieader,
Mrs. Barbara Neuman, were
Mrs. Normn Wilson, Shelly
Stevenson and Jane Collett.

Guide leaders Mrs, Jane
Smiley and Mrs. Brenda
Osborne were assisted by
another adult,

For "“Thinking Week", each
Brownic wroie a lelter to
Brownie in  Gore, New
Zealand, and they are now
looking forward to replies,
Mrs. Neuman has been
corresponding with the Brown
Owl in Gore, New Zcaland, for

.some time, One of the Norval
Brownies

in. writing about
their winter weekend said she
had got her 'nalive Lovd’
badge. The brownles also
made a cassetle recording and
sent the tape to the group in
New Zealnnd, :

Seven-year-old Susan
Neuman has been bhusy going
up ond down the counlry roads
getting orders for Girl Gulde
cookies and so [ar she has over
150 boxes ordered, This must
be gome sort of record for a
Brownie. Her mother says
Susan had done it all by her-
self. Susan is going to be a.
very busy. litle girl when
delivery day. rolls around on
April 29. Perhaps she will
solleit the ald of her father and
hia truck.

Another Brownle who has
brough honors to the Norval
group is elght-year-old
Melanle Cooper who won the
cookie poster contest for
Halton Division. Her %tﬁr-

laced first in the L

alley Diatrict and then went

"on to win the Halton Dvision

conlest,

At the regular Brownie
meeting on XMonday evening, .
March 4, Melanie was
Brmnted with a splague by

Ilvision Commissioner, Mrs.
Doreen Melcomibe, and a book
from deputy distriet com-
missioner, Mrs. Elaine
Crawford, in recognition of her -
excellent poater, . ;

Starting this week Mrs.
Hrian Coe whd attended the
School for the Deaf at Milton,
began teaching the Brownles
the sign language. T

The Brownles hope that

_dre saving your empty bo

for thelr next botlle drive to be -
—Mrs. Dorothy McLean




