Editor's Comment

"In Camera” Meeﬁnés
Must Be Stopped Now

Behind the Issue of a {lre chief or {ire chiefs for Hallon Hills
lies the important question of open councll meetings.

Should a council sit In a closed session to debate a point and

then report a decision to a publle meeting?

We would say no, and in this regard, we are in agreement
wlth the elforts and aims of Coun. Ric Morrow to have as much
council busitness as possbile conducted in open forum.

The controversy surrounding the selection.of a Halton Hlils
fire chief probably never would have developed if council had not
met incamera, before it had formally taken office, and prepared

& recommendntion, Coun. Morrow

sagreed with the selection,

and sald 8o, and also disagreed with the manner in which it was

made, and said so.

We would ask Halton Hills Council to be v
closed mmtin&s, The privileFe of closed session
1 5 g privilege that can lead to abuse if

provincial legislation, but it
applled llberall

For it sh

and with excuse ra
d be recognized that o closed session of council

selective about
rovided for in

er than reason,

does not prolect the matter, or individual, at hand se much as it
does the councillors invelved. 1t is easler lo reach an arbitrary
decislon in secret than it is in public.

At hls election last fall, Mayor Tom Hill spoke out in favor of
openr councll meelings. And just Jast week Coun. Ern Hyde

remarked in & newspa
of motions are pass

r letter that *'during the year, hundreds
and are handled in what we hope is an

honest and democratic manner.”'
Coun, Hyde has made the point. Democracy applies to little
government as well as big government. It must Involve the

people.

Groups Should
Work Together

Regional government in
Halton Hills will not mean the
end of local rural recreation
organizations. Doug Collison,
recrealion director, wants to
draw the groups inlo the over-
all municipal recreation
structure.

The rural commitlees he is
concerned aboul arc primartly
located in the cld Esquesing
township, - he spid, scattered
through nine hamlets there.

““There are cammillees

- already established there," he

told the Halton Hills ad-
ministration commitlee lasl
night. “We could work with
those for starts.”

Mr. Collison suggested the
local grpups be given powers of
their own to organize local
funclions, and at the same time
serve as o communily liason
with the recrcation depart-
ment.

“If they want to run small
prcgr ms, they can do it he
said. “I{ we want to run town
wide programs we can do it
through them.™

OWN AUTHORITY

According to Mr. Collison's
suggestions the local com-
miltees would have a large
degree of authority over local
facilities and would be
responsible for schedullng their
use for local sports group.”

“The local commiees have
a great deal of inpul as to how
the facilities should be used ™
he explained *if there's a fight
it would be up to me to go in to
mediate.”

Mnst hamlets already have
existing commitlees he said. In
the few thal do not. commitlees
should be formed, he
suggested. The administration
committee agreed to advertise
for potentin] members, urging
them to contact Mr. Collison
from the areas that presently
lack an organized committee,

“The function of the com-
miltees would vary according
to what facilities Lhey have
available,” Mr. Collison said.

“*From council’s point of view
they would be advisory com-
mitlees to council working
through the  recreation
department.”

“They would also be
responsible for porgramming
recreation programming in
their particelar area.”

Mr. Collison broke down the
programming responsibilities
into four calegories. The
committees would determine
what programs are {0 be
operated, establish [ees to
operate on a bresk even basis,
hire instructors or volunteer
leaders, and pay for in-
slructional fees, supplies and
equipment,

Don't Change Address

Persons whose addresses
have changed as a result of the
formaflon of Lhe four new
regicnal municipalities on Jan,
I, 1974 need not notily the
Ministry of Tranasportation and
Communications of those
changes at this time.

Changes will be made in the
Ministry's records when new
driver licences and new motor
vehicle permits are issued. [n
the meantime, spokeaman for

the Minislry staled that within
the newly {ormed regions the
old address will locate a peraon
equally as well as the new one,

On Jan. 1, 1974, four new
regional governments went into
effect in Ontario, namely, Peel
Halton, Durham and Hamillen-
Wentworth. Al the same lme
boundary changes have been
made in Lhe Counlies of
Peterborough, Nor-
thumberland, Simcoe and
Victoria.

NEWS IN BRIEF

PREMIER BILL Davis will be guest speaker at the annual
winler meeting of the Georgetown Chomber of Commerce on
Wed., Feb. 13 at the North Halton Golf and Country Club. The
meeting will also include the election of chamber officers for

1974.

KRED CROSS Family Health and Home Nursing courses begin on
Wed,, Feb. 13 al 7.30 p.m. The & week course, {0 be held at St.
John's Unlled Church, Georgetown will include home safety tips

as well as artificial

respiration,

the administering - of

medications, and the care af bedridden family members,

THE FINANCE and' Personnel Commitiee of Hallon Hills
Council will recommend {0 council that a fund of $6,000 for public
relations be made available to mayor ?‘um Hili for pubtie relation

putposes. The recommendation fo)

owed discussion by com-

mittee members whether the mayor should have a seperate fund

for
The recommendation wil
meeling on Feb, 4.

ers died in the
wreckage of this late model
Mustang when it collided
with an Ontario Hydro truck
on Highway 7 about one mile
east of Norval last Wed.
nesday.- IDead are two
Geargetown  hrothers,

Four

public relations or sim[:u!y use council’s public relations fund,
g0 belore town council at it's next

- grands which ap

Region Didn't Listen, Salary Approved

lalton regional
awarded itself a |;»a|.!i/1 ralse to
$3.500 [ant week wilthout even
mentioning money and in spite
of o short shouting match with
the protesting chairman of a
Burlinglon citizens commilltee,

Leo Haber, chairman of
Burlington regional in-
vestigation commillee arrived
at the building beacing a 1,000
name petition but hecause his
organization did not contact the
county cnr{r enough to appear
an the meetings agend: he was
not altawed o enoak in spite of
sunport from Oakville Coun.
Carl Erikson who proposed a
mution to allow a hearing of the
‘itizen’s  greym oresentation
"It stinks of Watergate." Mr.
Ituter shouted, bul the new
councii salary became official
when councillors approved hy.
law 3-74. “"A bylaw to confirm

councll

of the coun-
r 18 to Dec. 31,

ihe procecdin
cil...from Oclo
1973."

Included among the
resolutions, passed while the
council clect still held no of-
ficial aumnriig. was the mation
on Qect. 29 thal set the new
salary.

SALARY ESTABLISIED

At that meeting the regional
rale of $8,500 was established,
and a sharp increase above the

1,000 annual stipend made o

counly councillors in 1973.
The approval yesterday was
made in spite of an attempt by
Oakville councillors  who
Propumed i New sppary of 54,500,
The motlon was made by Mr.
Erikson following an
agreement made at Oakville
councii at its regular meeting,
Monday, tu ask regional council

lo reconsider the propesed
£8. 504, :

Bath of AMr. Erlkson's
maotions were nveriurned.
Council indicated it would not
reconsider. and that {t would
not allow Mr. Haber to speak.
Shouting from the gallery, Mr.
ltaber then demanded that
council take a recorded vote on
the motion to consider salary
increases scparately from the

st husiness included in by-
aw 3«74

That motion lost by a vote of
13-11.

NOT DEMOCRATIC

“This 15 not democeatic,” Mr.
Haber shouted at one point.
“You have na opposilion
party.”

Dee thakville courciilor BT
Masaon, replied bowever, 1 am
the opposition.”

The delegalion from Halton
Hills vated solidlv ngninst the
molion to discuss solaries
separalely. Coun, Ric Morrow,
it eritic of the increase in the
past. was absent f{rom the
meeling.

Coun. James Waison of
Milton, proposed following the
virle, thar councillors, on record
pgainst the increase, should not
aceept 1t. He wenl as far as
suguesting the 14 slips of the
dissident 10 councillers should
ba checked to see if they were
using e maoney

vt Walson, who voted
against the molion to discuss
salaries. was bitterty eritical of
Mr Huber.

“This man has received the

publicity he wanted.”” Mr.
Watson s;tid prior to Lthe vote.

“He ran in the ast election and
he lost. Lel’s ge! on with i,

Mr. Watson proposed thal
council approve a penalt
clause that would dock counct)
saluries by $495 for each council
and committee meeling they
missed. The only exceptions
his molion allowed, would bhe
during a one month annual
vacation, which would have to
he  reported in advance.
through Hiness. and through
other municipal or provineial
functions approved by the
reginnal  counefl which con-
flicted with the regional
lHmetable.

It was the final molion rthat
stirred the most antigonism.
Haltonn 1ills Mavor Tom Hil
asked. and was teld 1hat
meetings of the area councils
would not constitute valid

exceplions (o the rule -unless
they were approved by the

region,

BRING CALENDAR

**¥ou think }’m golng to come
down here with my calendar for
the year when we could be
changlng meetings one day In
ndvance," he sald,

Mr. Hill observed he was the
scnior member of the regional
council, and added: "Slnce 1
started coming to thls building
I've missed one comomulleg

mweting.”
“Bul,” he added. "I'ma not
poing tobe clocked. If Thave an

important tocal meeting, I'm
Roing (o go to ji.”"

Mr, Watlson's molion fost on a
vole of 14 to B

The councillors whe voted in
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favor of Lhe proposal to re-
discuss the new salary rates
were: F. McLean Anderson,
Mayor Harry Barrelt, Arch
Donaghey, Carl Erlkson, Terry
pMannell and Bill Magon, all of
Oeakville: Marjorie Powysx
{Milton) and J. N. Raftis. Mo
Munro and Vern Conpnell
{Burlington).

Against the dlscussion were:
Halton Hills counclilors G. W.
McKenzie, Len Coxe, Ernest

Sykes, and Mayor Tom Hill;
Burlington councillors, Pavid
Coons, Patrick McLaughlin,
Paul Preston, Ted Ralfe, Tom
Sutherland, and Mayor George
Horripgton, and  Miiton
counciliors James Waison and
Muayor Anne MacArthur: and
[rom Qakville, Gordon Brown.

-
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Halton Councillor Pay Scale
egio

Second Highest In R

Local councillors will now
draw larger pay checks than in
any other Hallon municipabty,
with . the exceplien of
Burlington.

The new local pay rates,
cstablished earlier this week,
will give Mayor Tom Hill an
annual salary of $11.000 while
councillors will receive $5,400.

Those rates are cxcecded in
Burlington where Mayor
Genrge Harrington cellects an
annual $15,500, while his
councillors get 558K,

In (hakville however, Mayor
Haorry Barrett collects only
$9,000, Councillors there
receive $4.000. That council
decided at a meeling carly this
weck to preserve Lhe old rate,
at least for the time being, and
sponsored & move f{o bring
down salary rales at the
regional level. The attempt
was unsuccessiul.

In Alilton, Mavor Anne
MacArthur now collecis S10 /M0
while rouncillors there receive
$4.000. That rate 18 a marked
increase over salaries paid (o
Milton councillors last year.

Mayer Hrian Best collected
55,000 while his councillors
were paid al a rate ol $25 per
nieeting they attended

The new rates in Halton Hills
ump sharply upwards from
pay given to municipal coun-
cillars here last vear in
GGeorgetown, Esquesing and
Actlon.

The highest rate pald in 1973,
was 1In Georgelown; $4.500 to
the mayor and $2,000 to
zouncilors. In Esqucesing,
where the lowest rate applied,
Mavor Hill collected $2.700 as
recve  while councillors
collected $2,000).

Pay was higher in Acton
where Mavoer Les  Duby
collected $4.500, but ¢ouncillors
there collected $2.000.

The new local rates are in
addition to the money Mayor
Hill and four regional coun.
eillors ecollect for their dutles on
the reginnal  epanedl, . -
regional council confirmed new
salaries of 88,500 this week, up
from $3.000 pald te county
councillors last year.

Money Must Be Justified

If an organization wants.
money from Halton Hills town
council,
justified.

This is the core of a recom-
mendaticn the [(inance and
personnel commitiee of Halton
Hills made to council lollowing
& Monday evening meeting.

The commitiee recom-
mended that all requests for
granis include a [financial
stutement, names of officers,

‘number of members. number of

members residing in Hallon
Hills, and whether any other
grants have been applied for.

This recommendation
followed three requests for
ared on the
commillee agenda.

Coun. Ernic Sykes suggested

that council should wait for the

Halten regional policy con-
cerning grants before making a
decision. He noted that grants
directed at the regional
government might be directed

it will have to be..

lo  the various  Jocal
mumicipalities,

Coun. Harry Levy asked that
a report be drawn uﬁ to show
what grant requests have been
received by council. Coun, Levy
pointed oul that one of the grant
requests was from Pineview
Olymipic Minor Soccer Club and
that all previous athletic grants
had been channeled through the
recreation commitiee,

Courcillor Svkes noted that
Halton regional government
was considering grants from
hoth regionsl and municipal
levels, provided that both levels
are aware of the other's grants,
tle added that uniform ap-
plication and justification of the
grant were both essential.

A discussion on what
requirements were necessary
for a grant application
foitlowed, resultlng in the
recommendation to go before
Halton Hills counctllors next
Monday.
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Leonard and Stephen Yeo,
Herry Christie, and Donna
Doucetle, of Bramalea.

Ancther paszenger in the
car, Cathy Hedegaard, was
rushed o Peel Memorial
Hospital where she is listed

‘ in satisfactory condition.
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OUR TEENS KILLE

According to Snelgrove OFPP,
the Hydro truck was turning,
« left from the Fifth Line onto
Highway 7 when the crash
occurred. The (mpact lore
the top half of the Mustang
right off and sent pleces of
the car hurtling as far as 100

(Herald Photo!

yvards away. The three boys
were going to look for a job in
Brampton as they had all
been laid off the week before.
“ Both girls., who were 15,
attended Bramaiea
Secondary School.

The--

e

Strong winds which struck
the area over the weckend
caused damage throughoul
Halton Hills. Above, limbs
[rom trees were torn off gs
winds raced through the
town at speeds up to 60 miles

"
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WIND STRIKES AREA

per hour. Frank Morelle,
general superintendent of
public works, said clean-up
crews spent more than seven
hours Sunday removing and
cutting up trees. In Acton, a
fallen tree hlocked Main

Strect North unbil the work
crews arrived at 7 am., he
said. Mr. Moreite noted as
well telephane poles were
down on the cighth line
between Sideroads 10 and 15.
Acton Hvdro Commission

(Heral!d Photo)
-also  reporled problems
resulting from the winds., A
power failure there blacked
nut half the town for Iwo
hours on Sunday morning. It

i1s  believed the (ailure
ariginated In Guelph,

March 1 Likely Interim Tax Date

It appears that March 1 will
be the ¢arhiest possible date for
interim tax billing in Halton
Hills.

Town treasurer Llovd
Peterson told members of the
finance and personnel com-
miltee that due to the slowness
of the provincial assessment
office. interim tax billing would
notl he out before March 1. Mr.
Peterson noted that it had been
hoped that the interim billing
would be out by Feb. 18

The discussion prompled
Coun. Harry Levy Lo ask that
the committee provide Halton
Hills council with a recom-
mendation that “in view of the
delav caused by Lhe assessment
department, { the minister

be advised of our predicament,
of our limited funds, and tha
we should have interim
grants.”’

Coun. Ernie Sykes added
“And make it as slrong as
possible.”

The apnouncement was

rompled by a letler to council
rom John White, Minister of
Treasury, KEconomics and
[ntergovernmental Aflfairs
concerning Halton Hills'
reques! for slart-up grants for
the municipality.

The letler staled that grants
were provided on an un-
conditional basis and not on
individual priorities.

Mr. Peterson remarked

Fire Chiet Has New Office

Fire Chief Mick Holimes and a

recreation director laor the
Acton area will be provided
space in the [ormer Acton
munlcipal building on Mill
Street.

[he buitding will also be useu
the regional seocial and
family services department
and by the children’s aid
sociely il council approves a
recommendation made last
pight by the administration
commiltee,

~The commitlee based its
proposal on a lelter from Acton
Coun. Garnet McKenzie

" whoe recommendad the {oermer

clerk's office be ulilized

serve theee tasks

AMr. McKenrie said the room
could be used as a local ofiice
for Mayor Tom Hill and for
special occasions. As well, he
said it could be provided ‘one
or lwo days a week” to the
children’s aid and ta the soctal
and family services.

Finally, he suggested Lhe
room be used as a local meeting
place for ward one counclilors.

Two oflices would remain
available in the building to be
used by'the fire chief and by a
recrealion director, he said.

Mr. McKenzie said locatin
Mr. Holmes in the municipa
huilclinﬁ. wotld provide him
with telephone service and with
iypists and a duplicating ser-
vige

“there 3n't a grant we get
that's not conditional.”
$1.4 MILLION

The letler also stated that the
minister expecled pnyments to
the region of Halten would
increase by %1 4 million this
year while payment lo Haiton
Hills will double in 1971

Coun. Sykes saigd the
minister's lelter did not include
anything council had asked for.

“‘we asked for start-up grants
to cover ihe consolidation of
three municipalities into ope,™
he said He asked if Halton Hills
was elegible for part of the $1.4
million alloted to the region.

Clerk-administrator Doug
Pritchard replied that the
distribulion of regional monies
was lgid out by formula.

Coun. Levy added that before
regional government came into
effect. council was lo receive
additional monies.  Mr.
Pelerson replied that this had
been ahandoned.

“1 haven't had any word on
any kind of a grant,” he said.

oun. Levy volced his

feelings on the subject when he
said ‘*Are we 10 go into debt?

Cost ourseives more money?

It's ludicrous'" :
“We have fo ask ourselv
‘Are we in dire need of funds
unui lhe inlenum wxes come

out?” he said,

Mr. Pelerson replied that
Halton Hills was currently
using Georgetown's surplus
funds.

*But this money isn"t camning
us all that it could?” Coun.-
Levy inquired.

Mr.
gh 1 1 T

““Then Queen's Park's
ineffliciency is costing us
money,” Coun. Levy slated.

Mr. Peterson then lold of the
March | interim tax date.

Pelerson’'s reply was

$7.50 per vear, Single Copy Price: Flliteen Cenls

Developer Plans
Seniors’ Housing
For Acton Area

An  unidentified local
developer plans to construct
senior cilicen units within the
downtown shopping area of
Acton according o Coun. Les
Duby.

Coun. Duby said however, the
project will be delayed until
Halten Hills officially applies to
the Ontario Housing Cor-
poratian for senior citizen
accommuodation within Aclon.

A need study, that would be
carried out the housing
corporation would delermine
the number of uwnits to be
conslructed.

Coun. Duby would not identify
the developer and would not
specily the area the units are to
be constructed in, He explained
that publicily *given to a

revious allempt to purchase
and for a senior citizen
developmenl  resulted In
fluctuating land cosls that
eventually soared higher than
the OHC was willing to pay.

The problem [(acing the
project now, however, Is a lack
of an application from the
communily.

“As far as § was concerned.”
sald coun. Duby.,"” and my
counel] was concerned, we had
a standing application before
the housing corporation.”

He reported, however, that
the (3HC does not share that
view.

"The land negotiations are no
problem,” he noted, “If the
town gels in a lelter of need.”

Quarter Million

Assists Project

~ The Federal minister of
industry, trade and com-
merce, Alastair Gillesple,
has announced approval of a
$:3 million [pan from the
federal government's winler
capital projeet fund for a
recreation complex in
Georgelown.

Loans from the winter
capital project fund carry an
incentive feature; all direct
on-site lobor cosla incurred
during the winter months are
10¢ per cent forgiven. On-site
labor costs incurred during
summer months are 50+per
cent forgiven. They are paid
f[or by the federal govern-
ment and subirac from
the amount of the lean,

Mr  Glllespie noted that
this facility will Improve the
community recreation
program in Georgetown,
Georgetown has an active
minor hockey and (igure
skating program with more
tharr 1,300 children taking
part. The present arena [s
more than 50 vears old with a
small ice durface that cannot
adequately accommodate
the present demand.

Construction, for which
this loan is lo be used, is
expected to be completed in
the fall of 1974
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PUPILS AT Pineview Public Schoa! raised Mooey. for a
bird sanctuary in Streetsville. See pictures and story Page
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