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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Less Secrecy, Please

When Georgetown’'s new
council starts meetings in the new
year, we hope for less secrecy in
conducting the town’s business.

The past year, particularly,
has been m:nrl.et:ly for its number of
committee-of-the-whole meetings,
barred to the press. _

We do not think there is any
deep, dark plot to keep back in-
formation from the public.

And we realize that a closed
meeting can have advantages to a
council in allowing members a
better chance to solve differences
and present more of a united front
to volers, :

But the effect on the press in

reporting matters of public interest
can berﬁisastmus.

A reporter is faced with a situ-
ation at open meetings where he
has no background on which to
draw. When motions are being
discussed, he is in the dark about
what has gone before, hears only
smatterings of the subject, and
cannot present the whole picture in
the news columns.

There are times when ‘in
camera’ meetings are necessary,

We do not dispute these when
discussions are being held on
personnel, or on matters where the
town may be appearing in court in
legal suits,

But we cannot believe that
there are as many such discussions
as the number of private meetings
would indicate in 1972,

Not So Merry Christmas

News of the impending closin
of production facilities at one o
Georgetown’s major industries is
scarcely happy holiday news.

Directly, it affects a couple of
hundred emrluyees. who must find
other work in the new year.

And indirectly, it is a blow for

the town at large, closing potential .

future employment-for others, and
abandoning production in a plant
which was one of the most modern
in this area.

It is some consolation that
General Fireproofing will retain its
building as a sales, showroom and
distribution centre, although
emplni}menl in these areas will
much less than it is with a product-
jon line,

One cannot argue with
statistics, however, and if a

company cannot make a profit on
its production, there is only one
thing to do.

Georgetown has weathered
industrial catastrophies in the
past, closing of such businesses as
the Provincial Ivwer papermill,
Davfoot Shoe, Brill Hosiery, Sykes
Tool, Essex Cabinets, Clay
Products, Federal Sales, Plax,

-Henry Davis Wood Products.

These have been replaced by
companies like Varian Associates,
Eagle Signal, Twin Cee, Inmont, T.
D. Williamson, Clay Equipment,
Glen Knitting, Baltimore Aircoil,
Economy Forms.

It is an example of why &
community cannot coast on
present industry, and must con-
stantly be on the alert for new.

News From Ottawa

i

Halton's new member of
parliament, Terry O’Connor, has
started a column, which he is
sending to all newspapers in the
county, to keep constituents in-
formed of his activities in Ottawa.

His first column last week, and
the follow-up in this issue, indicate
that Mr. O'Connor is a first class
writer who can put words together
in an interesting way.

Readers, no matter of what
Ef;itical persuasion, should enjoy

is columns and we look forward to
those which will follow, if he can
keep lel:f] the interest standard in-
dicated in those published to date.

Our last Ottawa news notes
were from another member, Rud
Whiting, who represented Halton
well, and became a private citizen
again following Mr. O'Connor's win

in the Mail Bag

"“Town Can't
Handle What
They Voted For'

. another person to act

_ at the polls this fall.

When two good men seek of-
fice, only one can win,

We shall miss Mr. Whiting.

He gave his best to the job, and
handled the difficult job of looking
after the business of his con-
stituency, while also doing his
share in the major business of
Canada. .

A politician must be prepared
to accede to the wishes of voters,
and accept the fact that more
people want another 'parltg. and

or them at
Ottawa. '

Mr. O'Connor seems to be an
excellent replacement to coenlinue
the tradition of strong Halton
representation in the federal
government.

BILL SMILEY

Man’s Inhumanity
Goes On and On

9 Jessop Court,
Dear Sirs:

1 would like to make a few
comments on the
Georgetown elections and
the letter in your Mail Bag
Dec. 7 issue. [ agree with 5.
R. Harris in statlng you were
remiss In nol presenting the
issues. I'm glad to see there
are others who feel the same
as 1 do.

I would like to quote a few
sentences of his il I may:

“Same people would argue
thal a newspaper does nol
have the right to choose sides
or commit llzell to o course
of thought or action. The
Georgetown Herald,
however, has not cven
commented on the different
{ssues in this election nor has
it made any attempt Lo
search out the opposing
viewpoints or lo analyse
them." _ ,

Idisagree that you *'did not
have o colurse of thought or
action.” You deliberatel
omitled (he platform of suc
good, honest, hard working
candidates such as Joan
Smith and printed instead
garbage such as — "The
Georgetown Volunteer
Firemen endorse . . . when

u knew a stalement was
ssued IJI}; the Fire Chiefl
den ng is. Also thal piece
of ‘junk by the real eslate

entleman (?7) ogainst Phil
Eiddali. If not being a Lions
member or coaching little
league hockey was all they
could gather against Mr.
Siddall, he must be just about
{he best man we have on
council. I think by the resuits
of this election you attained
exactly whal you set out to
do

I"m also tired of heurlnﬁ
about east end, weat end, ol
town, new lown. | I.huuF,ht
this was Georgetown and it'a
about time the so called old
town realized that what the
so called new town fights for
we al] get as a town not
.divided sectlons. .

There's a typleal Canadian
tragedy in the making right
now, and it may be too late to
avert it, unless there is a hue
and cry thot will rattie the
halls of parliament,

I use the word “fypical”
because it has hoppened
again and again in this
country, and we have lived to
regret it. Prompted by
political or ccunlary
moltives, Canada has gone 0
fong way loward destroying
its very self and the things
that make It most dear to the
average Canadian,

1 am referring lo pollution
and the disturbance of the
balance of nature. In the
name of progress we huave
fouled our own nest, time and
again, until an outsider
would think we cnjoyed
living in our own maess.

Iltem. Lake Erie, with
same [riendly hr:la from our
old buddies, the Yanks, has
been turned inle o wvasl
cesspaol, which is almost
unreclaimable.

Iltem. Paper mills and
other indusiries have becn
Euring their- polsons into

ke Superior for years.

Ttem. If you took & drink of
water out of Hamillon bay.
you'd probably be rusting
within twenty-lour hours.

Item. Huge industries
continue Lo belch into the air
over our big cities, untll
you'd think there was a
coniinual fall of black snow.

item. Two of our
magnilicent rlvers, the
Ottawa and the St
Lawrence, are running, open
BOWers,

That's a very briel sam-
pling. And now that idiol
Hourasso, prime minister of

When gur taxes are so high
we're known as a fuxury
town you can look back on
Dec. 4 as the day we voted for
high rise and devclopment
we can't hondle.

I suggest to anyone In-

Quebec, ln an attempt to
gave (ace alter mishandling
everything from the FLQG
kidnappings to the unem-
loyment situation, has
aunched the James Bay
Project.

Maybe you don'l
much about it, and it's all so
far away that it"s like a Nood
in China.

But that’s what we thoughl
abaut all the olher signs of

“‘pro ', i8 it not?
“0%. they'li never pollute

the Greal Lakes. They're loo
big. So dumﬂ the gﬂrbnge
boys, and flush oul (he
tanks.”

“*What? Pollute the Oltawn
and the St. Lawrence? Im-

ssible. Too much running
waler. Why should we build a
sewage disposal plant? Let
‘er run into the river.

“Don’t be stupld.
about the big plants pelluting
and there won't be no jobs for
nobody,"'

We'vesaidit all, and heard
it all. But what heritage are
we leaving behind for our
children, and theirs? A great
hig plle of you know whal.

Letting Bourassa ond his
hoys play arcund with the
James Bay project is like
letting a couple of bright
science students plnt around
wilh a nuclear bomb,

Here's the picture, The
Quebec government plans a
hydro project in the James
Boay area. une of the last
grent wilderness oreas In
castern North America. It s
a mammath scheme. Some
estimales place the cost al
$10 billion. Yep. Billion.
Where is that kind of moeney
golng to come rom?

Plan is to tinker with up to

lercsted enough, (o toke o
look at the proposed
development
(reargetown and see whal's
planned for lhe downtown
nreda.

—Mrs. J. Anderson

know

vawk:

L i

ten dams and seven rivers
which run into James Bay.
The damage to the area
affected, 170,000 square
miles, larger than the whale
United Kingdom, is in-
calculable.

The sub-soil, known {o be
unstable, has taken hundreds
of years to build up on the
solid rock. The tremendous
welght of waler in the ar-
tifictol lakes — some of them
70 miles long — could cause
varthquakes, landslides, who
knows what?

The lakes themselves are
big enough to alfect the
climale of the whole area,
Waorse, the change In fresh
water flow into James Bay
could delay the sprin
breakup in the Bay, &n
make winter longer. This
could affect the temperature
of the water flowing out of
Hudson Bay, which ﬁa!m! the
L.abrader current going
south, and this in turn could
make the whole enstern
seaboard colder.

Prolect this a little further
and it could affect the enlire
fishing Industry on the
Atlantic shores.

And worst of all is the
callous disregard of the
nalive peoples of the area.
They ore Cree Indiens, who

" eke o meagre living from the

fsh, geese, and moose of this
bleak area. These people
have never been conquered,
never =old their land, and
never ceded it by treaty,
They are lo be uprooted and
transplanted.

So we have the
spectacle of the federal
government on the one hond
crealing vost new national
parks, and on the other,

.condaning, il not approving,

the possible destructlon of
ancther vast area. This i5 nol
progress. This 1s rape.

And for what? Sure it will
creale temporary jobs in
Quebec for a large number.
A few. people will become
wcﬂlthr.

But it will do nothing flor
the leng-term unemployment
situation in Quebe¢, where
unemployment seldom goes
below ten per cent, In a few
years the jobs will be
finished, a few guys at push-
buttons wiil be left, and the
U.S. wlil have another source
of power. Al whal cost?

ironie
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SNOW WONDER

. O'CONNOR'S

I qutlined briefly last week
some of lhe background of
the North Atlantic Assembly
meeling which [ attended as
a Canadian delegate in Bonn,
West Germany. This week, |
would like to sct out same of
the lighter, less ponderous
ms[:rccta of the trip.

n lrue Germanle
teadition, the conlerence was
run with utmost effliciency,
meetings starting crack on
time, bells, buzzers, and
ltghts  indicating and
recording the delegates
wishea, and slmultaneous
transtation in English,
French and German of every
word spoken. Our meetings,
both committee ond plenary,
were held in the "Bun-
‘destag'’, the parllament
buildings of the West Ger-

man Government, Sccority

was extremely tight, with the
buildings surrounded 23
hours a day by machine-gun
loting soldiers, dressed in
field fatigues. On one oc-
casion, I left mi.' identity
badge in the hotel. I talked
and cajoled in faltering
German, atlempting to gain
entry, bul eventuadly gave up
and trotted the few blocks
back to the hote! lo retrieve
the badge. [ had the {eeling
that Witly Brandt himself
could not have got me
through the securily checks
into the conference without
thol magic little plastic
button.
#BUSTRIP

On another ocecasion, on

the one morning off, the

in the
Mail Bag
14 Elgin St.

\ Georgoetown, Onl.
The Editar,
Georgetown Herald.

[ear Sir,

In this day of “‘not gelling
invalved™ 1 would like your
readers to know aboul & man
wha did.

A couple of weeks ago, my
two boys along with (wo

delegales and wives were
treated to a bus trip o
Cologne. Our convoy of four
buses was preceded by two
police care, lollowed by one
and parolleled by another,
all with lights flashing and
horns hee-hawing in true
““Mlission Impossible"
[ashion. As we ({ravelled
through Bonn, along the
Autebahn and into Cologne,
the police, with finely
execuied military precision,
ran a moving bloeckade of atl
entrance and exit ranérs t
the highway, supposediy 1
ensure securily and 2 quic
pasgage.

L feel we saved all of about
geven minutes onthe trip &and
undoubtedly attracted much
more atlention (with at.
lendant security problems)
than if we had all walked
along the middie of the high-
way led by Ted Kennedy.

STIFF UPPER-LIPEPED

0
0
k

However, not lo be critical,

the German government was
a most solicitous and
gracious host, and of course
was attempting enly lo
discharge its responsibility
of returning lhe delegates
home with ali the limbs and
faculties with which they
arrived. t

The British, especially the
members of the House of
lords, were gencrally very
stiff-upper lipped. Hawever,
two elderly Lords, during one
long plenary session, were
wont lo [all inle a snoring
uleep, side by side. Oe-

other boys were involved ina
car accident on the way lo a
mid-week church service. [
was dlready al  church
because my children were
walking with [(riends. Un-
forlunately the boys never
did get there as they were
struck from behind by a car,

My youngest bay was lying
on the road screaming for his
mommy. While the palice
were going aboul  Lheir
necessary <uties in a case
tike this, a man in a lruck
came along and heard Alan
sereaming for his mom, He
found oul from Paul where 1
was, and came to get me. He
took me past the sireet where
the accident was to make

casional, very occaslonal,
applause from the speaker
brought their heads briefly
and simultaneously snapping
up, only then to nod slowly
back down, chin’s again
restin on willed
boutonieres.

NO PAIRING

Well. as much as the trip
was o working affajr, it did
provide a briel interlude
after a long and arducus
electioncampaign. However,
the seripus and, ! suspect,
nerve-wracking business of
operating a  minority
government lies ahead of us,
We are advised by the party
whips that there will be no
“pairing™ permitted, that is,
the practice of a member
agreeing  with  another
member across the aisle to
nol vote unless both are

- present to vote. This type of

arrangemont, long a

parliamentary [radition,
allows for members to be
abgent on government or
commillee business wilhout
jeopardizing his party’s
voting 5“'{'11311! in the House.

Thus, most of my time
after Januvary 4, will be spent
close to my Mtawa oflice,

However, anyone with a .
problem, idea, comment or
who simply wantls lo get in
louch with me, please stop by
or call my Riding office at
326 Lakeshore Ilead East,
(akville - 8440222, 1 will try
lo contact you the same day.

Grateful to Stranger Who Got involved

sure that 1le conbulanee had
left, and then he ook me oul
to the hospital.

This kind man had com-
passion en a small boy. He
also took the time from his
busy schedule to toxi around
a stranger. ™

Because of my concern lor
the children ot the time, |
didn't even thank him. |
found vt later thal the man
is Grant Baker who runs the
Silver Creek Service Center.

| thank God [or Grant
HBaker and others like him,
who will take Lhe time to gel
involved.

Yours sincerely,

Gall Monaghan,

"The Faith of a Little Child"
. . . Let Us Attempt to Regain [t

Almost everyone is familiar
with the lelter written to o little
girlin the late 1200s by Charles
Dana, Editor of the New York
Sun newspaper.

“Yes, 'irginin. there is a
Santa Claus™.

The words are famous all
over the world, and have been
transioted into many
languapes.

In this year 1972 it cpitomizes
the same need 1o believe in the
simple realities.. .nol
necessarily in the hard facls:
somelimes they are im-
malerin), secondary to the
spirit that is intended.

With the world full of torment
dand  divisiveness, of roging
wars and redalution. there is
mare need than ever today (o
hald 1o the Spirit of Christmas,
Believe what you like about 1he
divinity of the Christ, of the
miracle hirth, of the angels
appearing lo 1he walding
shepherds, of the Star that le
the Wise Men to the ploce
where He luy. fielieve or not. no
thaughtful person can discount
the beautivs of the Christmas
SIS

It may be necessary to strip
away the tinsel ihough in itself
115 anly an embellishment o
somelhing possibly very reals,

Il may be necessory to close

vour earstothe commercial din
which descends on American
citles and towns as carly as
(}ctaber!

It may be necessaory to
vvertook the feverish exchange
of gifts that pyeamid in im-.
portance or monetuary  valug
without any spiritual substance

whatever,

H may be necessary to dig
deep for the true beauty of
Christmas, in our own lives and
in the Lives of those whn touch
ws. dav 1l day,

This year let the spirjpt of
Christ “doits own thing ™. on ils
W Precious leems,

Let us po back 1o seeinp
Christinas winly the eves ol a
chidd. .nol the sellish little child
whn thinks only of whal gifts
Santia will bring, but the on-
spolled ligtle child wha is as yel
witouched by the superfivial-
itiea and the meaningless
trappings of Chiristmies.

[et us give {reely of our-
selves, withoult thought of
return.

f.et us put aside old resent-
ments, old feuds, corrosive
habits which splinter our souls.

Let us “run’ 1o welcome our
neighbor, of any color - or any
persuasion - even the blgot, for
he is the loneliesl of oll.

Let us be ljﬁ}'[l-'f.l:i. with hope
thot springs from faith that we
and all mankind can work
toward a new year with
“goodwill in all”

Let us work. And lel us pray
to that Greot Spirit, Father of
all, that He willt guide us along
our path, always.

t .T' {‘]ir;' q‘uai Charles . Duna wrate
| inin. sev .
iyt [ | enly-four years
“The mosl renl things in the
world are those thol nefther
children nor men can see,..Only
faith, lancy. poelry. lave,
‘romance can push aside that
ceuriain and view) and plcture
the supernal beauty and glory
heyond, ..

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

OPTOMETRIST
L.M. Brown, -R.C.

4T MAINST. N.
Suife ).

For Appointmeonts phone
Br7-J471

Please present-Heallh
Insurance Card.

fE ke e . T R &

 OPTOMETRIST

R.R. Hamiiten, R.O,

114 Mountalnview South
Carrctal Building

For Appointment
Br7-1%71

Please present
Heallh Insurance Card

REPAIR
Mt CERVICE

Accutron Service

wa'rcn‘w

k]

CLOCK

-/
=, | Cenfre

JOHN
BOUGHTON

JEWELLERS
Certificed Walchmakers

R. E. CLIPSHAM

Consulting Engincer

Ontario Land Surveyor
-B77-2211%

L ]
118 Mounlainview
Road South

Evans Chiropractic |

Chnic

120 Guelph Street
arr-71133

By Appointment

~ ALPINE HEALTH
CLUB

SUMMER FUN
IN WINTER

12 Wesleyan St.

877-9531

1

BARRAGER'S

Dry Cleaners and

Shirt Launderers
BYT-22719

I8 AMain 51, 5. - 1468 Gueiph

Free Pick.up and Delivery

All work dene onpremises

_MASSEUR

117 Mountainview Rd. S.
Georgelown

For appolniment 877-1727

CHIROPRACTOR

| G.W. Corbett, D.C.

&9 Mill Sireeat, Geargetown
For Appoiniment
PHONE : 877-8810

- & - —

—_— = — am

CARPEY CLEANING

CARPET CLINIC

Professional Carpet  and
Upholstery Cleaning in Your
Mome or in our Modern Plant

Freoe Pick-up and Dellvery

CARPET CLINIC

459-4140

Lo ———

MONUMENTS

POLLOCK & CAMPBELL

DESIGNSON REQUEST

Inspect our work in
Greenwood Cemelery

FHONE 421-7580

&2 Water Streel North
GALT

WYNFIELD
KENNELS

breedersof

irlsh Setiars
Shetland Sheep dogs

" papilions
Boarding for aii breeds.

17 Sideroad { Maple Ave. W.)

Georgelown, Ont.
. e179952




