Astronomers’

View of the
Star of

Bethlehem

Accarding lo an astronomer
of note, who is also an
academician, there are four
possible hypolheses which have
evolved oul of the astronomical
features of the Star of
Bethlehem. in essence here are
hls scholarly obscrvations:

A very great meleor must
have appeared, and it seemed
to fall toward the eastern
horizan over the city of
Bethlehem. Since a meleor is a
w:ri' transient phenomenon,
Jast nga al most only a few
seconds, il is quite local in
character. Il it were large
enough to attract the ordinary
nbserver over any considerable
arca, its place of contacl with
the earth could still be iden-
tified and become an historic
shrine.

The second possibility to
consider is that a comet ap-
peared in the sky. A great

- comet could command the

attention of all the mhabitants
af the castern world, as it
existed at the time. Comets last

jamous Dovh was dIsCovered.
In 1604 Keppler at oge 33 ob-
served o skmilar happening So
impressed by the uppnrinun
“in triumphal pomp"” Kessler
wrole three papers on the
identification of the year of
Christ's Birth. Since then at
least 20 brillinnt new stars have
appeared; the 20th ceontury
records five of the most
brilliznt. Scholars venture to
suggest that the Star of
Belhlehem may have been one
of the temporary stars,

The fourth projection is that
of conjunction ofF coming
together of two or more well-
knaown planets. It is possible to
compute these times as far
back in history as we deslre. If
any lhree of the conspicuous
naked-cye planels, Saturn,
Jupiter, Mars and Venus,
should come together it would
create an event of hisioric
importance. Such an  event
evidently vecurred in the year
7-6B.C. ... with Jupiter, Saturn

e renedrsals (uRe  place
sceretly In someone’'s back
yard...ond the play is per-
formed in aommcone's bock
yard, ‘L)uhlieized,
unheralded.
thaf no one shall see the
miiracle ploy just frem mere
curioslly; spirilvality is the
raison d'elre.

Introduced into Mexico by
Spoanish monks, it is given from
(hristinas to Condlemas by on
amateur group gathered by
invitation from house to house.

The scenc: at one end ot the
vard on altar of woeoed covered
with black sateen, the
background for the manger
seence. (n the steps, the

e objective is -

KIZAY dnd BRupes,

Opposlle this scene, ot the
other end of the yard js a tenl
with velcanoes, devlls, fire.
From it "live devils” cmerge,

When the play begins, o girl
comesoul, dressed as an angel,
and recites. Then come
shepherds, In pink coals with
tinsel braid. a beaded valise
agver the shoulder, hung on
broad red rlbbon. The
she hcn‘h carry gaily ornate
stalls, and chant o song which
gunﬁ on and on. Behind them,
Ermitnno, which ns his name
suggests, is a hermit; he is a
comic characler, and
represents the good of the
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world, the soul on its earthly
journey. Sometimes the Ar-

cnangel Gabriel accompanies
him.

Behind him come seven
devils, six in sequinned black
and masks of animalz, and then
Satan in bright red; all wear
sparklers in their caps.

There is no formal end to the
performance, The devils are
vangulshed, and the shepherds
kiss the Child. A wild Indian
enters and a fight ensues. He is
overcome, and he kisses the
Child. Then all solemnly agd
slowly approach the altar uFd
pay respects to the Child,
Candy and food are offered,
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TREE
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and Mars in conjunction.

A Spanish

Indian
Miracle
Play

los Pastores, a Spanlsh-
Indian play, i3 given in Texas
each year. It is given by every-
day people who work for o
living, and {ind time (0 act at
udd hours.

far days and have been known

to be so dotzling us to be visible

even in daylight. Such a comel

would be on record, even In

those days. As a matter of {act,

the Chinese recorded such a

comet in the vear 4 B.C., and

.a’ recard that it was visible

- sometime froin February o

» A . ; : April. Even with some varlance

~ ' . 30 1. ot , ¢ 3 in the seasons, there seems to

' i ' be mure than mere coincidence
FIREMEN SIFT THROUGIH RUINS OF RAZED OFFICE, here.

gnrage esks. chairs, typewriters and  The third possibility Is that of
Georgﬁiﬂwrl Damage was cstimated ot a telex machine were alse 2 new slar. An extraordinary
- 7 -
Firm's Office

$1.500 by Lhe owncer, Neil destroyed in the fire, phenomenon, its veeurence is
Charette of RIR4 Acton, but that  Firefighters were on the very rare. The ycar 1572 i5
was for the structure only. scenc o little over an hour. notable os the year when a
-
Up in Smoke
An olfice on a three bay
nru ge rented by Canadian
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etown was destroyed by
ﬂﬁ.'.' nst week. The [ire was
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family's prize possessions,
while above ceilings are decked
with rose-entwined c¢repe

aper, In the center of the
owesl stepis the Christ Child, a
life-size doll, placed on a platter
of calorful candies; nearit‘:y e
creatures of the Manger, of odd
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Kinsmen Club

OUTSIDE

ZELLERS

discovered at about 11.30 last
Tuesday night.

m:tuﬂ firelighters arrived at
the Highway 25 sile within a fow
minutes of the call bul were too
late to save the office. It was of
frame consiructien and at-
tached to the cement block
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