Chatfling . . . with Mary Blehn

Success Was Not Confined
To the Business World

So far, in the Barber siory,
we've been malnly concerned
with tha family’s contributions in
the ficld of indusirinl develop-
ment, In Georgetown and
Streetsville. Now, In this f(inal
Instalment, let's take a more

rsonalized look at the life of the

rber brothers.

Not too much informntion is
available, but there is more than
enough 1o make us realize these
carly ploneers must have had
lremendous energy and drive,
for Lheir success wes by no
means confined to the world of
business. As you will see,. the
were also leaders in political,
religlous, mililary, and
educational spheres as well.

Willlam Baorber, eldest of the
sons of Joseph, from County
Antrim, Ireland, came to
Georgetown with his brothers to
establish & woollen mill, and
when Lhe mill was moved Lo
Streeisville, he remained in
Georgetown to become one of the
founders of the Georgetown
Paper Mills. He built the large
brick home on the hill
overlooklng Lhe original mill
(now Delta-Craft). The house is
Eres:ntly owned by the
MacLaren family, William
Barber was receve ol Esquesing
for gix years, and was one of the
oldest members of the County
Council, He was the first Justice
of the Peace for Halton,

Alter the pnrlnfrshir of the
brothers dissolved In 1869,
Wiltliam Barber moved to
Streetsville, where he con-
centrated on the family's
Strecteville operations. There, he
served six years on Gore District
Council, and was elected to the
Taronte & Streelsville Couneil.
Alter he died, his widow,
Elizabeth, lived for several years
in one of the "terrace’’ houses on
Church Street, opposite the
Public Library.

Another sen of Joseph Barber
James, learned his trade of
poper-maker and machinist after
coming to Cannda, and as we
have scen, put it to geood ad-
ventage in the Barber woollen
and paper mills, to say nothing of
their foundry, machine shop,
window shade factory’ and
various other enlerprises. The
Inrge brick home on the south
side of the C.N.-R. tracks at
Mountainview Road, was built by
James. He was one of the oldest
coroners in the county. A leading
member of the Congregationalist
Church here, In 1877 he was
largely Instrumental in the
bullding of the fine stone church
al the corner of Church and
Market Streets, which was
deeded to Georgetown in 1913, to
" be used as a Public Library.

Joseph, the brother who
learned the trade of millwright
and builder, was in charge of the
manufacluring operations of the

various Barber brothers’ en-
lerprises. He took little part in
Rghlln aflalrs. The large brick
me on the north side of Lhe
C.N.R. tracks at Mountainview
Road, was built by him. His
daughter, PBessie, married Dr.
Nixon, who practised medicine in
Georgetown [or many ycars,

The youngest of the four
brothers from Ireland, Robert,
had concentrated on learning all
lhe fpcets of the manufacture pf
woaollens. After the original
woollen factory In Georgetown
was consolidated with the
Streetsville operatlon, and
enlerged to become Lhe Toronto
Wogller* Mills, he moved to
Strectsville. There, he and his
brother-in-law, Benjamin
Franklin, established several
other businesses, and built many
houses for the employees, thus
creallng the nucleus of a village,
This was elaboraled upon in Jast
week's colunun,

At some time, however, Robert
Barber built the house at the
corner of Market and Church-
Sireets, now owned by the Sykes
family. The Sykes are an old
Georgetown family too, having
originally owned and operated o
hetel in Georgetown's carly days,

Among the second generation
of Barbers, the member who
most influenced the destiny of
Georgetown, was John K. Bar-
ber, second son of James, he was
born here in 1841.

Educated in the Georgetown
Public School, Streetsville
Grammar School and the
Geargetown Academy, young
John R. Barber was preparing
for University when cir-
cumslances forced him to
agsume the financial
management of the Georgetown
Paper Mills in 1861, at the age of
20.

Twice married, John R,

Barber's first wlle was Mary
Barclay, daughter of Francis
Barclay, who was a Heglsirar for
Halton County. They married
January 1st, 1868, and hed a
family of three sons and two
dauphiers. The first Mrs. Barber
died In 1899,

John K. Barber's secand
marriage was to Agnes Alberta
Bessey, the davghter of Ezira
Bessey, whose family farmed on
crown lands on the 5th line south
of Limechouse. Her mother,
Isabella MacKenzle, from the
Scotch Block, was related to
William Lyon MpcKenzie,
Isabelln MacHenzie's father-in-
law was o water-boy at the battle
of Stoney Creek. In return for his
military service, as was the
custom of the day, he was given a
grant of erown land, from the 7th
to 5th Line and Maple Avenue, to
Limehouse Sideroad.

Col. Barber's father had an
illustrious career In politics and

and making o niche for himself
history as innovator of the
transmissian- of hydro-electical
power for industrial use,

He was elected to the Ontarlo
Legistature for Halton County as
the Liberal member in 1898. He
was rceve of Georgetown from
1865 to 1675, warden of Halton

County in 1878, and a member of
the Georgetown Higkte School
Board.

John B, Barber enlisied in the
Volunteer Mililia in 188! &nd
served as an officer in the
Georgetown Lighlt infantry Cae.
and the 20th Halton Hifles, from
1861 to 1905. He served (wenty
years s a Combatant Olfficer,
and twenty-lwo years as o
Quartermaster and Paymasler,
He ranked as Major from Oc-
lober, 1876, John R, Barber was
in active service during the
' Fenian Roid in 1866, under Col.

From lelt, James. Robert and

the army, as well as in induﬁtrf. P
n

1

It. B. Dennison. During thal
time, he was quartered at
Suspension Bridge. Hereceived a
medal for service in the Fenlan
Haid, and a long service medal.
In 1905, he relired from military
Lervice. :

Now, lo recap. John R. DBar-
ber's outstanding  business
carcer: he was sole aowner of
William Barber & Brothers
Paper Mill on Lhe Credit, and
the Toronto Paper Company,
Mille Hoches. He founded the
firm of Barber-Ellis Paper
Dealers and Envelope
Manufacturers, Toronle, A3 o
sales outlet for the paper
products from (he mills he
owned. He was presldent and
manager of Toronle Paper
Manufacturing Co. . Ltd.;
resident of Nipigon Pulp &
aper Co. Ltd.; president of
Floral VYiew Greenhouse Co,
Lid.; vice-president Spanish
River Pulp Co. Ltd.; vice:
resident and Manager ol
Canada Coated Paper Mills Ltd.;
and director of Paminlon Con-
solidated Mines Co. Ltd. He was
at one tlime president of the
Mechanics' Institute, a past
master of Credit Lodge, No. 214,
AF. & AM., and 2 member of
the Congregational Church.

‘In 1912, John R. Barber retired
from active business, at the time
when a group of men bought the
paper mills, and gave them lhe
name Provincial Paper Limited.

It was during the i880's that
John R. Barber built the hand-
somes| house in Georgelown, on
Main Street South. B was n
"Queen Anne” style architeciure
and he named in Berwick Haoll,
Ernhnhm after the birth-place of
is English awother, Hannah
Patrick, whoe was born in Ber-
wick-on-Tweed. A prominent
architect of the day designed the

house - Edward J. Leanox. who

Willlams Barber.
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Col. John 1. Barber

nlso designed the old ‘loronto
City Hall and the King Edward
Hotel,

John R. Barber died March
Jrd. 1817. -

Of his first family of three sons
and two daughters, enly one
doughtieor, Hazel, Mrs. M. G. Bell
survives. She lives in Syracuse,
N.Y., and has three sons, one in

development of the {owns of

Edith Street, s mrs. Ceffln's
aunt,

John K. Barber's second eldest
son, C. H. “Berly"’, died 10 years
ago. He was an outstanding
athlete, having played on the
world champlonship lacrosse
team. ficrt Yarber had seven
sons and one daughter. Several of
his lamily live in Georgetown:
Robert, Market Si.; Paul,
Morket Si.: Keith, King 5t
George Sr. Main 51. North, Eric,
in Torontg. The eldest son, John,
lives in Sydney, Australla; and
the youngest, Norman, on Long

INCOME TAX RETURNS

MRS. CLARK

MOTOR VEHICLE OFFICE

41 MAIN ST, SOQUTH

' 877-3078

Island, N.Y. Bert Barber's only
doughter, Nalaolie, died in the
1950's.

The youngest son of John R,
Barber's first marriage, Colonei
Rene Raoul (Ray) died in
England jn 1915, His son is living
In London, England.

Mary Aileen (Daisy?, daughter
of John K. Barber, dled in
England two vears ogo.

now we are fairly up-to-date
in the Barber family story, as it
relutes to Georgetown, par-
tieularly. It speaks for itself -
testimontal to the amazingly
diversificd accomplishments of
this family, who, in the process of
fullilling their personal destinies,
were largely responsible for the

Georgetown and Streetsville,

Gananoque, and two Inthe U.S.A,

Jahn K. Barber's oldest somn,
Frank, died 10 years ago. Of his
family. {two sons are no Jonger
living, but a daughler, ' Mrs,
Harold E. Coffin (Kathleenl,
lives in Charlotte, N.C. Her
husband, Horold Coflin, is also a
native of Georgetown. Hia
parents owned the hotel called
the *“*Hennelt House™ where the
Hoyal Bunk now stands,

This branch of the Barber's
married inlo the Search family of
Grorgeiown. Frank Barher
married Jennie Search, 2
granddaughter of one of
Grorgetown's mast  important
early citizens, Edwin  Search,
about whom 1 wrote o Chatling
column called **“The Lam.
plighter™. Thus, Mrs. H. Coffin is
the greal granddaughter of Mr.

Search: and Mrs. Frank Wotson,

Attend
Hydro
Session

The three members of
Georgelown Hydro Commission
were included in more than 1900
delegates aitending the Ontario
Municipal Electric Associotion
convention last week at the Royal
York ilotel, Toronto.

Gerald MceCallum, John T,
Armstrang and Mayor Wm. H.
smith heard addresses by John
Hulloch, president of Lhe
Canadian Federation of In-
dependent  business; Dean
Muncaster, chairman of the
steering commitlee, Task Force
Hydro; G. E. Gathercole, On-

lario ‘E}{drﬂ chairman: and
Andrew Frame, OMEA
president.

A hag-flish is an eel-like,
tawless creature that kills other
fish by boring into their bodies,

'LEASING A CAR
OR TRUCK

Any make or
model

I ANDREW MURRAY
La " PPV, T

GIVE US A TRY

IN TIME FOR

EASTER

SAW RDAY, MARCH 18th

"BABY DA

YOUNG'S PHARMACY .
| 4 Maln St., Goomh\lll; m

Phone 877-2761

PARENTS Bring your children and
have their pictures taken by a

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER &

In Beautiful Colour
A 5 x 7 Print finished in Linen Texture asd

mounted io a Studio Mount

49 ONLY

(To cover handling and mounting)

10.00 AM. — 4.00 P.M.

Children under 12 must be accompanied by parenis
Teenagers welcome

Courtesy of Benjamin Fitm Laboratories Lid.

YOUNG'S

PHARMACY

A MAINST. N.—DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN
Open?a.m.to?p.m. MONDAY to FRIDAY

SAT.%a.m.toép.m.

SUNDAY 12 Nocn to &p.m.

877.3761

PRESCRIPTIONS CALLEDFOR A DELIVEREDTO ép.m.

4/

"MOD SHOP UNISEX

[

We Offer Individual Hair Styling for
- BUT NEAT - And That's Exactly what you get at the MOD SHOP

OPEN MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY semwspn

WE ALSO DO: .
- Perms — Straightening, -
Scalp Treatment, Colouring

people who Like LONG HAIR -

AND AS AN ADDED CONVENIENCE ~ ,

Open Monday, Thursday & Friday Evenings to 9 p.m.

67 MILL ST. 877-111
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