FROM ACTON FREE PRESS
Author Jim Henderson looked for

, A country retreat for two years

5

" suitable home and land

r

gubsidiary of Knopf: in England
Cullins "

P

before he gnd hia wife I'uu'din
n
Exquesing Township near
Limsehouse, :

Now that they have lived there
for over a year they found Mirst
impressions of the district were
dose Lo the mark, .

Jim Henderson is the author of
the f(ast moving spy (hriller
“Copperhead’” which Canadian
ﬂ were hesitant Lo point

uwse it uses Cpnodian place
They ::fad Huﬂgagrm*
w e
Toronlo and Montrea! o more
exotie nomes llke. Paris or
and then, they might be
interented in publishing the book.
. Bt the author refused o bend to
thelr wishes and decided instead to
send his manuscript to New York,
starting with the est, Alfred A
Knopl Inc. He Intended to go on
d:rwl'.!t'i:l]m line untl it was acoepled
To his surprise, Knopl anapped il

. They senl a telegram asking

m o come lo New York.

They liked the book bul wanted
the 125,000 words chopped down to
85,000, That meant culting out
description and character but Jim
Henderson did 18, The book was

ublished and distributed In

by Random House, a

SPONND PRINTING

Sale of the book, which reviewers
agree [s first of 1is kind
with a Canadian setiing, have been

Il ia nowin its second printd

the Unlied States — 10,000 ha
cover books. Dickering s also going

on for foreign e rights.

Eriefly, the tale centres around
David Sohns, a Canadian in-
telligence agﬂ't;‘and his efforts Lo
cr o enemy agents,
carTying mdr bodies aiﬂly
plague which they can release at
any time as of a co-ordinated
blotogical attack. Inter-national
intrigue centres {n Monireal and

4

w0 lively and contem

swnders if the Halton Oty Board

of Educatlon which employs
would allow the book

- into school libraries.

This writer talked with Hen
sits m&”ﬁaﬂm h:.rmmu-grm‘ gy
\ad '

and birches on a hillsde above the
Black Creek, which flows ;}'
y

Benderson admits that he had Lo

" do a great deal of research on

chemical and biological warfare
to leeep the plot authentic, and notes
with relish that the facts about that
type of warfare included in the book
"fmmuwd' shudder. An

] a . one
who has read the book would

he picied out
Varden valley for his home,
which from certain vistas
of Wales,
opportunities

Copperhead Author Enjoys Life
- In Rural Esquesing Township

NOT Hnl:w il

“I'm not sorry for my half-year
there," he says but from Lhere he
went to the Fmvimlal metropolis,
Vancouver, ‘'where Lhe action is™,
There he was hired as a radio

by ihe CBC, a job which
staried in a hotel beer parior and
lu'mi&:llltud two ycars lader by
“mutual agreement”’.

During his tenure there he wrote
radio and TV scripts and produced
shows, experience which influenced
Lh-nk Depariment of Educalion to
@k him lo sssist them with the
groundwork {or educational
tedevision after he came lo On-
tario—and Burlinglon. He tought
school in Burlinglon for a year and
then maved te Oakville where he
ook his job co-ardinating
lenguage aris for the Hallon County
Board of Education. _

“I was offered a with
O.E.CA. — IEFW e u!i{lhe
Department Education,"” Hen-
derson says, but Lhe niggling desire
to wrile a book was paramount and
he knew the TV jobwould aliow him
litte spare {ime to induige his
whimsy,

His lrst novel had to be a
thriller— and Canadian, he gsays. [t
ook about two years lo wrile,
mostly on evenings and weekends,
but a major part was wrilten last
summer when he t six weeks
an & Caribbean laland.

CUMPETITIVE FIELD
Thrillers are the most com-
tive fledd of fiction writing,
dermon declares, alt he
motes there 13 some bad fiction In
the field which is deing a “hitef &
disservice",
Writers he admires?

Len Deighton who wrote The

Ipcress File, “the most brilliant
work In my fleld”; Ross Mac-
Donald, a Canadian now llving in
Califarnia who turned down $50,000
from Paramount Pictures for
rights unaecen to his next book.
MacDonald's real name is Ken
Miller and bhe has inlaws in Kit-
chener, Ontarlo, who he vislis
geriud:lcally; Jim Henderson met
im there last year. Miller's
another Canadian whose thrillers

thrillers in the Stales.
declares.

John LeCarre's “The

bock from New York on soom.

Mocbeth is a thriller.”
write 8 novel one has o be a **bi

think of,"
apologes.

iwith Canadign sconmarios) wore

fumed down by publishers in
Canada. He's now the Lop wriler of

lerderson

The book Henderson mest ad
mires and would like tn ﬂnu]am
Came in From the Cold.” len-
derson has another thriller in the
works now which he expects word

Why anothey thriller? Henderson
isnol tocitum. “Why not?" he says.
“Thrillers are as good as any.

Henderson admits that in order to

strarge’’. [t isthe loneliest job | can
he offers wilh no

bush

come back to the house wilh
UNIVERSAL TASTES

into any maold.

He does his novel writing on a
hillside cabin 5¢t in lrees behind his
house. There's no phone or other
distractions — just heal and light,
and a window looking out into the

Henderson, o  self-confessed
introvert, admils he somelimes
finds the discipline of writing
novels “Hard”. He hos lo drag
Hmsell ot to the cabin sometimes,
and he admits it s djmmgln% io

oW

reults when the muse deserts him.

But it is abvious this academic,
who has a lively interest in his
1 | surcoundings, peaple. ecalogy,
wriling, philosophy, art and theatre
has catholle tastes which don't fit

Although exposed to the
sophistication of New York, he
hiandly aasets if the choice between
acocktall party on Madizon Avenue
or having a beer at the Station Holel
Eﬂﬁﬂm or the ﬂmrlmhihlelmig

Iton ever appeared, WO
take the beer anytime,

On the other slde of the coln, he
thinks nothing of flylng to Lhe
Caribbean or altening n theatre ar
met show in New York. He hos o
lively appreciation of art.

Thro his work he |5 wall
acquainted with Principal Dave

Kalz andieacher Ken Ellis at Actoris

district high school. *“‘Acton Is
lacky to huné them." he says,
noting *'I wotld give my cye teeth”
o tiggrh ot the Acion school.
Scheol standards? Seme people
leel standards are dropping but Jim
Henderson says this Is the most

demanding period of time in|[

education. People in Halton are
more literale than ever before and
they expect more [rom teachers,
parenis and students,
He roles the Acton high school
very high, but ot the same time is
lzant of the limitations a small
1 presonts. “'You can sense it
when you visil schoola' when thére

Is a good rapport.

PARTOF TRIANGLE

Henderson's interest in ccology
has also made him a part of &
triangle concerning the condition of
the Black Creek. Theothor points in
the isoceles are the O and
Beardmore, But this s another
Hory.

Perhaps his interest In this part
of Opttwrlo and his determination to
uwse Canadajan places and names
may one day spark a novel about
this part of the comiry.

Meanwtitle, Jun Henderson—and
his wife— cnjoy living here and
appreciate their home because it is
central to his work and at the same
time provides a retreat that is
conducive Lo imaginative works of
fiction.

COMPLETE

PHONE 877-2201
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CAN IDB SERVE YOU?

One of our representatives

will be at
THE HOLIDAY INN

OAKVILLE

B45.75561

TUESDAY, DECEMBER /

If you require a term loan for a new or

existing business, you are invited to dis-
cuss your needs with him. An appoint-
ment can be arranged by telephoning -

1db INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT BANK

TERM FINANCIRG FOR CANADIAN BUSINESSES
20 Hughson Street South

HAMILTON

Tel: 528-0471

Ron Fishburn
ROOFING

Sandblasting
Waterproofing
Sarn painting
Stael roofing
__Asphait shingles
Chimnay rapalrs

877-6204

4§ HOURS A DAY,

YORK FANCY FROZEN

Thinking of Selling
Consult a Realtos

RED OR BLUE BRAND BEEF STEAKS or ROASTS -

PORTERHOUSE
or WING

SUPER BUYS

DEEP CUT PRICES

EVERYDAY, ANY DAY
SOMERDALE FROZEN CHOICE

ROSE PICKLES

Set Sights
On Change

Tired of same old
frames? Try
something different,
Choose with-it styles
for guys and gals.

YOUR DOCTOR’'S PRESCRIPTION FOR
GLASSES ACCURATELY FILLED

We have a wide selection of Attractive
. Framas—Moderately Priced

" BRAMPTON DISPENSING

OPTICIANS -
Phone 459-4767
81 Main $t. N.— BRAMPTON, Ont.
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ROUN
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FULL SLICE
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Pork

{ Tenderloin

QUARTER PORK LOIN
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COTTAGE
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BREAKFAST

. SAUSAGE

MRS, M. JEJNA.
Rousland Posd, Oshaws

The produce In good too—=liether th

Mru. Ja|as. who shops for five, comas 1o Loblaws
regularly. She says, "} shop Loblaws becaves |
likhe it batiar than the other food stores. | ke the
cleaniingss of the store, and the quality of the -
fpod. | don't worry as much abaul food pices an
I do sbout quatity but even 3o | find thal Loblaws
pricus arw vary good and the quatity here ls sncal- ]
tent. Espacially, | ke the meal deparimant. Meat gl
Is important to us and we're slways hsppy with §
the meat we buy &t Loblaws. | con havs themeul
whisvar | wani and it's always freah and tasly. 3

sean other places. | guess you could ssy | come
to Loblaws becauas | like svarylhing skcul the
starn. ¥Whatever | want | can gut hare™'.
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SUPER BUY
NARCH JURQcAD HLAYOGED

ORANGE CRYSTALS
1!'& 0. e LI 00

MAXI-SAVE! DEEP CUT PRICES! GUARANTEED QUALITY FOODS|

MAXI-SAVE

(ORLATS En0n Mg

APPLE PIE

s 3P




