Coroner’s Juz Sn!l

Roger Lapointe, R.R. 4, Acton
committed sulcide by shooting
himself on July 10 a coroner's
hury said y Oct, 13. There
was no sulclde note or hint to
friends that he had declded to kill
himself. ;

Presentation of ‘he {facls

the daa 1 Involved
25 witnesses and 2 exhibita,
Lapointe's body was fu md in his
flaming house as i1 @ bam
separate from the houm reduced
Itaelf to ashes in anotk r blaze.
H&wum% "

The eviden

thaol

ship, said that
between 1:50 a.m. and 5:00 a1
The inquest evidence revealed:
James Hibbard, Frank Jones
and thelr wives left the farm of
Onil Levgaseur about 4:43 a.m.
Both men had finlshed wor
the afternoon shift at the
plant, picked up their wives and
gone to the Levasseur resldence.
As {bey drove east on a con-

Mo to admln nn barn
com y engulf Ames
and a house to burn.

At the game lime OPP Cor-
poral Jack Frosch was returning
to the Milton detachment [rom
the scene of a fatal accident. At
4:50 a.m. he drove into the
ﬂetiﬁgmeg:dﬂrd ’:ntﬂa :lgn
Mt I i El: r 1 ] ]
towards Acton. He decided o
check It out.

. SMASHED GLASS

Hibbard and Jones reached the
Lapointe residence and ¥y
went (o the bouse. **The 8
were coming out of the comer of
the house feet — like a
blowtorceh,” sald Hibbard.

Hibbard smeashed the glass in
the front door window.

With no response to his shouts
and oyes wa from the
smoke which bel the
broken window, Hibbard told
Jones (o go and get the fire
h]ﬁnﬁu. Jones [eft,

bbard went back to the
windows but could see nothing
inside, He broke a storm window,
which was in Lapointe’s
bedroom. He could see po
movement and oo one answered
his shouts, There were no flames
in the room but there wos some

mﬁh' { Roger Lapointe
e body o er Lapo

was lying 1015 feet [rom the
ﬁndnwufﬂnuﬂthe was not to be
discovered for about 20 minutes.

Jack Tatton had been wakened
b‘z the contlnuous blaring of a car

. .-

He opened the door and Frank
Jonea told him {o call the f{ire
brigade. No anation was
needed because Tatton could see
the fire when he opened the door.

CALLED BRIGADE

He called the brigade. He
dressed, went back outside, and
saw hia neighbour, Lloyd Foster,
who had also been awakened by
the horn.

With no sign of the brigade,
Fuﬁ;r, at Taiton’s urging, called

again.
Foster then went to the {ire

where he found Hibbard trying to
get the halfton pickup truck
away from the house. Hibdard

had 2 cut on his arm [rom
breaking windows.

A3 soon as the truck was away
fram the house, Foster ran to the
bedroom window. With no sign of
Lapointe outside, Foster was
sure that was where he was,

" He called and No ANSwer.
He could se¢ the bed which
looked alept in, but was empty.

. Frosch and P.C. 8
had arrived at 5 a.m. When he
arrived the barn was a mass of
flames, s small shed near the
barn was smoking and the south

corner of the house was buming.
The fire brigade arrived at 5:47

.-!mi

—

Frosch had looked in Lhe
bedroom window but the smoke
was oo dense and he could see

nothing.
SAW BODY

Then Foster locked In agaln,
about 5:20 8.m. and saw Lapalnte
:Klna on the floor. He called for

a police and firemen.

Norman Price, a member of
the Acton hr{ﬁlde. tried to ‘ﬁﬂ
Into the room through the window
but his oxygen tanks made it
impossible. He went through a
rear window Instead.

Crouching low to stay in coaler
alr he had difficulty hoisting
Lapointe onto the bed. As the
heal got to him, he tied a rope to
Lapoinite's arm, passing the
other end out of the window,

Frice’s son, Hobert, also a
fireman, came in and managed
mﬂ Lapolnte to the window.

& golng 1o the bed he had
tri on something on the
Moor. He dldn’t know what [t was
bit he later saw a rifie on the
floor.

The firemen hed ignored the
burning barn as beyond saving
and concentrated their efforis on
tha house. The [lames were
almost out. '

Roger Lapolnte arrived home
sometltme after 1:30 a.m. He shot
himsell belore any smoke from
the house f{ire -got [nto the
bedroom because there was no
carbon monoxide in his blood as
there would have been.

CHEERFUL

Pathologist Dr. V.R.  Waldorf
said his autopsy of the body
revealed that Lapointe's
breathing had sto at the
samae time as the bullet fractured
his skull although his heart
continued to beat for a lew
moments.

He had been oulwardly
cheerful with everyone he met
the previous day, although
considering bankrupicy because
his continuing efforts to run a
profitable farm had falled.

At some point that moming
someone declded to bum the
barn and the house. In view of his
suwlcide, It must be assumed that
Lapointe set the fires before
shooting himsell.

Whoever set the fires, was Ina
hurry.

Hather than uncouple a hose
from a sink faucet In the garage
he cut it with a butcher kntfe and
left the knife on a window sill.

He went Lo the truck In the
driveway and dropped the
truck's gas cap and the capof &
five gallon can inlo the grass.
After siphoning gasoline into the
can he dropped the hose beside
the caps.

No evidence wias shown on how
the bam fire started but it was
after 4:00 a.m. Fire investigator
Terry Murray estimated the
barn fire started 1530 minutes
before discovery.

SPRINKLE GAS

In the house he sprinkled
gasoline around the Kkitchen.
Another fire In the living room
amy have been started with
Ine although no evidence of
t could be found. Traces of
asollne were lound on the boals

inte was wearing.

ignitton, Lapeolnte presumably
ste inte his bedroom, closed
the door and picked up the rifle.

A llve shell found on the Moor
may indicate haste in loading the
gun. He jammed three shells in,
turned it on himself and flred.

Before 2 p.m. on July 9, Roger
Lapointe called Lloyd ‘h’uuni‘ a
chartercd accountant in Gueiph.

Man in Burning House Committed Suicide

need $500 cash to flle for
hanltrulzﬂc:,r. Lapainte then asked
il, having filed the papers, he
could leave {0 go to Eastern
Canada where he had o friend
whnmdmuld give him a job. He
could.

three alternatives: 1. shoot or kiil]
2. run away; or 2.4

himsell;
declare bankrupicy.

Young Ilrying 1o humour
Lapointe, sald, “Come and see
me; you'll stilt have l,hl':?.lh-.r fwo

Lapoinle fold Young he- hﬁm&uu_.l_uL_me___‘

The Bidding:

NUWIH EAST SOUTH WEST
PPASS  PASSID IN.T.
2( I'ASY 2N.T. PASS
15 PASS 3N.T. ALLPASS

Opening lead— Sof hearts.
Pc-rnnnat:iy I would nF:.'n
Soulh's hand one no trump, It is
halanced and contains 16 h’sﬁh
card points. However, the
sequence al the table was in-
teresling especially after West
bid no trump and then North-
South played the hand in (hree no
trump,

West can be almost positive
that his

more and if one ol them was the
eighl maybe the defense could do

somcthing.

Declarer declded to tackie Lhe
club suit first. West ducked once
but had {0 win the second lead.
West lend the heart king and
alter o briefl hesitation, declarer
won.

Declarer ran off his three club
tricks, West discarded three
spades and East parted with two
diamondas and a spade, .

CASHED 1~

Declarer had to lead a

and West won with the ace. e
cabhed the heart queen and lead

riner his no high card f,00 50 en {0 his partner. East
W ra inte, ¥ : Ints. E:uth has bid strongly Pa 5
doun emchn acsermmon |  LETS PLAY BRIDGE | 2naRorih e into the suction overiook with the eight and ok
his financial problems might freely al the {wo levels. The |\oo N8 i oo’ o any, tel
indicate that he could declore B'f BILL COATS entire defence Is up to West, me hlﬂw come three I‘rfn
bankruptey. ; Fortunalely the bidding has | a0 'ier iricks wilh the North-
LEASEDFARM’ Would you be any betler a . H—9 indicated the best opening lead. Soulh cards at no trump.,Only
The Lopolnte farm was leased. | defender If you knew what hi D—J8z2 LOKS ITOVER one declarer was set on the
His livestock, equipment and the | €ards  your partner held? C—K10652 On the heart lead, dummy defenss described here.
truck were under chatlel mer-| Sometimes you do know and it WEST EAST contributed the nine, East |y ou week's winners at the
tgagesto the Bank of Montreal {n | doesn't make the defense any S—-A 962 S—in08 4 covered with the ten and declarer |, voo Bridge Club were: Mrs.
Acten with three loans totalling | easier. The times that you know H--K Q 78 H—i08432 |won., While declarer was Kay Campbell, Bart Fisher —
almost $11,000. are the times when your partner p-.Q 10 4 D-g6S deciding how to play the hand, g5 Harry Arbic, Jack Greer —
Bank mapager Edward Pratt | has no high cards at all. Hereis ¢—A 8 C—43 West was looking at hishand and |.eond Mrs. K. Coats, Ivan|
sald that Lapainte was behind in | an exampie from last week at the at dummy. West knew that hs |yorris — third. '
his paymenis but technically not ] Acton Bridge Club, SOUTH partner could not help. Since .
in arrears because he was} North dealt with North-South S~-J7 declarer had opened with one |=— — ~
keeping the bank fully informed | vulnerable. H~AJ8 diamond, declarer probably did | The San Francisco Bay Bri
of his ﬁnnnclnl position. NORTH D-~-AK73 not have four hearts, Therefore |comprises five separate bridg
Young told Lancinie he would S—K Q53 C-QJna7 East should have five hearts or [with a total length of 21,340 {eet

the flames took hald after
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Attention
FARMERS

NOW'S THE TIME TOGET
NEW ROQQOFSON YOUR
BUILDINGS,

ASPHALT SHINGLES -

NEWSTEEL RCOFING

BARNK PAINTING-
REFPAIRS-
CHIMMNEY REPAIRS

RON FISHBURN
ROOFING
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SHERIDAN COLLEGE OF
APPLIED ARTS AND

TECHNOLOGY

IN CO-OPERATION WITH

~ {The Ontario School

for the Deaf, Milton

wil] offer the fottowing courses al

THE ONTARIO BCHOOL

FOR THE DEAF—MILTON

All cournes are General Interest Courses
{Non-Credit Courses)

Classes will be conducied on & Thursday from 7:145 - 8:03 p.m.,
commmencing October 215t and will rua for 20 alghts untlt March

.

Classes will be small and registration will be based upaon a first

come, first served basis.

rollment s limited with deaf

students given {irst preference in all courses.
Reglst ration may be made by mail or on the first night.
COURSES

Language For The Deaf

. {Deal Students Only) neypunch Trainin
English For New Canadians (Deaf Swudents Only?
Total Communiecations Woodworking

{Finger speliing & sign Machine Shop Practise
language) Welding
dEWINg Auto Body Repalr
Cralts Mechanical Drafting
At-Home Entertaining Offset Printing
Fersonal Grooming Letlerpress
Gym & Swim
Typing N
REGISTRATION FEE — 120 PER COURSE
' For further informatlon contact : :
Sheridan Collegs, Continuing Education Divisio

1430 Trafalgar Hoad, OAKVILLE

Phone: p45-9420 (Oakviile)

. 8264300 (Sireelaville)

The Ontario Bchogt for the Deaf, Mliton
. Phose: 133122
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