Local children can be fingerprinted Nov. 17

It takes only 10 minutes but it tay save
your child’s life. It is the Child [dentification
Program in which children are photograph-
ed and fingerprinted on a special infarma-
tion card. _

U a child goes missing, the {irst 24 hours
are critical to gel out as much information
on that child in as wide an arep as possible,
according to Brenda Appleby, chair of Town
Two Civitan Club of Qakville which spensers

the program.

“H's not a deterrent.” says Appleby. 'It's

Just going to help parents if the child goes

miﬂiu_”

Board of Educa ffon

The information card shows the child's
photo, lingerprints, parents’, docter’s and
denust’'s addresses as well as the child's
physical description locluding blood type
and identifying marcks. I the child is under
one year old, foolprints are taken instead of
fingerprints. The card, the only copy, is kept
by the parents in a safe place.

The club members have been trained by
the Halton Regional Police Force in the
aspects of fingerprinting and they have Lhe
endorsement of the Halton and Onlario Pro-
vincial Police, Appleby says. Since the 22
Civitan Clubs across Ontario started the
program last year gver 20,000 children have

been fingerprinted.

These informalion charts, particularly
the hingerprints are very important, says
Barbarn Snider, the vice-president of the
Ontario branch of Child #ind which is an
international organization set up to help
locale missing children.

The first thing deranged people will do
once they have kidnapped children is alter
the child's looks, she says. For example, o
litle blond-haired girl will suddenly become
a black-haired boy and a child under three
con also change dramattcall} through
growth. If the child is found later, Lhe
parents may not know it is their child and

the fingerprints will be Lhe only way to iden-
tify the chuld.

Snider says there are eight children cur-
rentlv missing for the past 15 years in
Halton but “*there are no statistics on miss-

-ing children in Ontario.”

The public is becoming aware of reports
of missing children more and more, says
Doug Magwood. principal of Joseph Gib-
bons and Limehouse public schools.
Mapgwood thinks the Child Identification
Program is such a good idea that he has sent
memaos Lo parents of all his students urging
them lo Lake their chﬂd to the program
which will be held Nov. 17 at the Gordon
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Classrooms closed
to save Board money

In an cffort to save money, the Halton
Board of Education will be closing 27
elementary classrooms in Halton Hills this
school year,

According to Jerry Jenkins, superinten-
dant of business service, savings will be
made in utilitics and coretaking time adding
up lo $650 to $700 per classrooin. In com-
parison to the Halion board’s budget, he
said, one room closure does not seem to
represent major savings but in addition to 91
other room closures, it can add up te a
yearly accumulative savings for the school
board.

The Halton Board of Education is aiming
for the fulure when sections of schaol can be
clesed off, then the money can really be
saved, trusiee Bill Priestner said.

Besides the 27 Halton Hills classroom
closures, 13 classrooms in the Oakville area
and 52 classrooms in Burlinglon will alse be

closed.

The schools affected in Halion Hills are:
George Kennedy (five classrooms), Jnseph
Gibbans (four), BM.Z. Bennelt (three),
Pineview (four}, Glen Williams (lwo),
Harrison (two), Wrigglesworth «wo),

. McKenzie-Smith (one), Speyside {two) and
Park (two).

The majority of these rooms are currently
empty and for the ones thatl are being used
for students’ programs, time will be given to

accommodate lhe studenls in other avail-
able rooms, Jenkins said,

“1 don™t believe any program will be
seriously disrupted,'” he said.

Superintendant of Halton Hills School,
Ron Chapman said a natural time to close
the rooms will be during the Christmas
break so there will nol be any great effect on
programs.

The closures are based on a functional
raled capacily report presented to the
trustees last month and discussions with
superintendonts of the schools.

According to the report, anly 64.8 per cenl
of George Kennedy school’s classrooms are
used by studenls, 30 per cent at Joseph
Gibbons school, 58.2 per cent at M.Z. Ben-
nell school and 39.2 per cent at Pmeview
school.

Although only an average 68 per cent of all
Halton Hills classrooms are used by
studenis, some rooms remained open
because they are being used for other
reasons. Sevenieen rooms were needed to
accommodate the increase in French Im-
mersion classes and approximately 54
rooms are being used by either the com-
munity or the administration.

Jenkins said there will be no Immediaie
tay offs in the caretaking staff and he ex-
peets any reduction in staff will be done by
attrition:

New elderly services
launched by Region

A massive, multifaced plan to lake core
of Hallon's sentor citizens in coming
decades has been launched—minus a statis-
tical dala base that some believe is integral
to the plan's success.

Regional council lnst Wednesday com-
mitted itself o spending almost $58,000 next
year in initlal funding for o wvariety of
programs aimed al coplng with the ever-
increasing demand for social services
among Halton's hurgeoning elderly pﬂpula-
tion,

Council stopped short, however, of
spending another $12,500 next year on a
siatistical Information cenlre to provide
- senlors with [ull, up4{o-date data on services
available to them,

By a 12-10 recorded vote, council lelt
further consideration of the data basec to a
planned e¢lderly services advisory com-
mittee, even though Burlington Councillor
walter Mulkewich pointed out that it is a
major cog in the overall mechanism.

Debate over the data base dragged on
after Mutkewich raised the spectre of
Ethiopia’s starving millions to underline the
need for adequate long-range planning.

“If this debate goes on any longer, I
have to declare a conflict of Interest,” joked
a 'rapidly aging”* Councillor Bill Johnson of
Milton. :

Approved by council last week:

—formation of an elderly services ad-
visory committee, with terms of relerence
stiil to come, comprised of single

esenlatives of the District Health
Council, Social Planning Council, Housing
Authority, area hospitals, rest homes,
charitable homes for the aged, Sheridan
Coliege's gerontology program, chambers
of commerce, the Ministry of Health, the
Ministry of Community and Social Services,
two cilizens at large and two Regional

councillors;

—development- of an elderly services
consumer and professional awareness
program, including & $7,000 per year up-
dating of a seniors’ service directory and a
$1,000 family and resldent orlentation
program for 1875, and the investigation and
implementation, if feasible, of a special
telephone information nitnber;

—furlther consideration of o $7,000
publicity program on seniors’ services for
1875;

~conlinued suppert for the Provincially-

funded elderly assessment and placement
service,

~hiring of a $25860 per year elderly
services coordinator with cohtracted
clerical staff, provided the Province share
the cost,

—a pilol program $1,000 to extend the
range and use of the Mmnor bus serving
Halton's central home for the aged in
Milton;

—a $15,000 engineering feasibillty survey .

and development of a site plan for Halton
Centennial Maner, representing the
Region's share In the cost of a major
upgrading project to be partially financed
by the Province;

—n $1,000 work program aimed at altering
responsibility for operating homes for the
aged so the Region can provide satellite
homes on a contractual or private basis.

On staff's advice, council has shelved
further consideration of a taxi fare
assistance program for the elderly until the
first part of its planned transportation study
far the disabled is completed. The Regicn
hopes ta one doy offer financial aid through
the General Welfare Assistance Act to
seniors needing taxis to get around their
cominumnity.

The Haiton Hilts Amcommmmn,m to Georgetlown's umwwm'-m

Gohotarsbip Fund for Acton and

high schoots. Lett 1o right ts Ralph Urgat and

Eumits McGowan of the Halton Hils Arts Council, Chriatine Macewsn, presideni of the Club,
Mary McEwen, socretery-treasurer of the Scholarshp Fund, and Ruth McMuliin, president of

the Scholarship Fund.
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Alcott Arena. Although Magwood is not a
member of the Civitan Club he has
volunteered his time to help out on Satur-
day.

Magwood added the Child Identificalion
Program is not just for little children and
parents should also take their teenagers oo,
Appleby agrees saying the number of young
girls disappearing after working at mght
has been increasing.

The Halton Hills Recreation and Parks
Department will be hosts for the Oakville
Town Two Civitan Club Nov. 17 at the Gor-
don Alcolt Arena, 10a.m. loS p.m.

It takes only 10 minutes.

15 Mountainview Rd. N.

ceonceroww 877-5108

Toronto Line 677-6802

These lucky huniera took full advantage of tho Halton deer huntlng hiunters are from lait to right Glordano Buns, Peta Bune, Bill Sheppard,
season (his week and came back wilh four bucks and a doe, The Turk Sheppard, Robert Cadeaux and Murray Hurgeit,

'_\Nell_-being of children . . .

. . .is central concern

Report suggests how to protect them

. JANE MULLER

An investigatiun into a “highly hidden and
pervasive tragedy” shows it could remain
as Dr. Robin Badgley described it unless

certaln steps are taken.

A two-year study into child sexual abuse,
juvenile prostitution and child pornography
which resulted in o 1,300 page repori was
outlined by one of its authors. Dr. Badgley,
chairman of the nine-member study com-
mittee, highlighted several of the report’s
52 recommendations at a meeting last
Monday evening.

“Our central concern was with the well-
being of the child,"” Dr. Badgley explained.

The victims of sexual abuse are scarred
and live with feelings of "uncertainty, {ear
and dispalr"”, according to the commillee
cheirman. Findings showed about one in
four women andonein 10men are vietims of
unwanted sexual acts of o serious nature as
children. Virtually all assajlants are male
and in the majority of cases ore family
members or in a position of trust.

Dr. Badgley is understandably concerned
that the recommendations are followed-up

and o that end, siressed the importance of

establishing the office of Commissiener,
This person “would help serve as a catalyst
for restructuring of services."” The Com-
missioner would provide a central focus and
coordinete government depariments at the
federal, provincial and municipal level.

Second on his list of priority suggestions
was educnting children to enable them lo
protect themselves from these crimes &nd
know who to go for help. Dr. Badgley ad-
mitted he doesn’t know details of programs
already in place in Canada when asked by
Peter Abbott, a Halton Board of Education
Trustee.

Mr. Abboit was one of five people
representing various segments of the
communily who made up a panel. Each
were allowed one question and Mr. Abbott’s
concerned programs like the one his board
is considering in curriculum. Dr. Badgley
indicated such en initiative is unusual al-
though something he considers necessary.

“"We need lo teach children the distinction
between what is good Bnd accepiable and
what is bad and unacceplable,” Mr.
Badgley said.

The {inal segment of Lthe evening gave the
audicnce an opporiunity to question Dr.
Badgley. At least one questioned the effects
of this type of education, fearing that
children might become paranoid,

““We need to balance fear wilh self protec-
tlon." the speaker replied.

Information Rathered from more than
10,000 children across Canada inds cated one

point clearly, according to Dr. Badgley.

“‘Ih wished they'd had better informa-
tion. Thf.y wished lhej"d know more abott
what was happening to them and sho lo turn
to for help,” he sald.

Pane] member James Sherlack, Halton
Roman Catholie School Beard (trustee
wanted to know Dr. Badgley’s view of recent
debate ceniring on censoring films and
“{reedom of artistic expresison.”™

“We regard child pornography as a direct
form of child sexusl abuse. There is a per-
manent record made of that child,” Dr.
Badgley sald.

He recommends @ “'determined and
coordinated national effort™ to control child
pornography which in his werds involves the
depiction of a crime. Dr. Badgley is hopeful
the study will heighten public awarcness of
child pornography.

The study calls for changes in the
Criminal Code where it relales (o sexual
offences against children. The nature of
assoclation hetween the offender and vie-
tim, use of threats, youthiulness of the child
and the extent of injuries should figure in the

definition of unacceptable sexual behaviour. -

The study committee looked at 24 sectlons
of the Criminal Code which cover sexual

ut‘l’m':es agninst children and found some
‘“archaic'’ lerms. The word *‘chaste™ for

example is still used in reference to the

child's p-ersnnnl history. A similar reference

was remnoved from the laws covering sexual -

nbuse when they werce revised last yenr.

The length of time the judicial system
takes to process cases and the resulling
stresson the family was a concern raised by
pancl member Paul Bennett, a therapist
with C.0.H.R. and the Halton Sexual Abuse
Treatment Program.

“I'm concerned aboul the family
victimized b:.rthe, system,"” he told Dr. Bad-
gley.

The committiee chairmun responded by
soying the committee’s principle concern
was to ensure the protection of the young
child and put other considerations “'al a
secondary level.”

Dr. Badgley pointed otit strangers who are
perpetrators are dealt with more sternly
thal those in a position of trust. Thif a pro-
hlem which represenls only a part of the

The Halton Hills Hydro Commission lsin
the black again this month, it was revealed

at the monthly commission meeling
Friday.

Hydroexpenditures totaled $1,118,481.84,
while revenues tallied $1,124,188.14,
leaving a net profil of $5,704.

Halten Hills Hydro may be entering the
computer age for meter reading.

The local commission, after reading cor-
respondence from the Mississauga Hydro
Commission, declded o keepizbs on o new

being

picture. Not only does the report recom-
mend changes in laws Ht notes pracllses of
recording incldents of abuse and assecss-
ment of cases must be Improved.

. 'There is a need for the evidence given by
children Lo be considered as trustworthy 88
an adults, according to Dr. Badgley. A
guestion submitted by a member of the
audience related to the number of times a
child must tell aboul an incident. Dr.
Badgley estimaled a child could be made to
repeal o disclosure as many as seven times
during the exisling process.

The Lwo legal systems [nvolved Including
{he Criminal and civil cour!s result in a child
being Interviewed by police, at least one
soclal worker, the Crown and lawyers.

“The two systems are in conflict., Very
rarely does a victtm feel the court system
has helped him," explained Dr. Badgley.

Ron Coupland, execulive director of Hal-
ton Children's Ald Society and panel mem-
ber, waondered what those in the field of
children’s services could do to meet the
needs gutlined in the study. Maore complete
assessment wWas the speaker's response.

The “shelf life" of the report was.also
questioned by Mr, Couptand who was told it
would depend on meetings like the one laai
‘Monday,

“We're now at the fulerum of community
action,” said Dr. Badgley.

Although he said he feels we can be quietly
optimistic aboul overcoming some pro-
blems, one member of the audlence was
concerned about the federal government’s
record of action. Only five per cent of report
recommendations are 1mplemenled ac-
cording (o the questioner,

““It is apparent the government will reacl

- to the extent there is a sirongly expressed

communily concern,” suggested
Badgley.

Trr federal depariments of justlce and
br.uth and wellare have been brieled on the
report, according to Dr. Badgley. He ad-
milted it i3 *‘unlikely the upcoming session
of parliament will dea! with the recom-

mendalions.”

Computer age meter reading likely

method of meter reading involving a
small, hand-teld Ullicorder currently in
use in Mississauga.

The Ulilicorder, which can be used for
reading hydro, gas and water meters,
should save time and money, hydro
commission chalrman Murt Allisan sald.

A buillin warning system will also alert
meter readers (o any crrors, and recor-
dings In a small disk inside the Utilicorder
can be easlly transierred lo a main
computer at local hydro offices.




