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Should voters elect Regional chairmen?

L

to Regional chatrman and the appoiotment

of his suceessor by council may be at least
for substantial
changes proposed for next year's municipal

partially responsibie
election.

With Peel Region chalrman Frank Bemn
‘ Regional
council [ast week look its flrst critical

glance alt changes proposed by Municipal
Qaude

walching from the gallery, Hallon

Affairs and Howsing Minister
Bennett .
Saying
Regional chairmen has

been  “‘much

criticized™, Bermett urged council to discuss
his concerns and suggestions with area
municipalities and Jet him know the coo-
sensus so changes can be made next year.
ns of the
Bennett's
suggestion that *various commumity, labor
and business groups' should also be sur-

Council agreed to invite the opinio
four areas, halked at

veyed.
“We're being neatly

"He's telling us ‘you promote my ldea’. Lel

him find out far himsell what people think.”
“It's the old trap,”” Mayor Russ Miller

, agreed. "*The province gets us to do
whatever they want and we end up as Lhe
bad guys. I'm happy with the system Lhe
way it is now and I've never heard anyone
complain about it. Let’s dispose of this as
fast as possible. If Bennett has a problem,

let him fix it.”

“The problem®, according to Bennelt,

was outlined in a series of concerns raised in
“major reviews' of Metropolitan Torento,
Nlagara, Ottawa-Carelton, Waterloo and
Hamlllon-Wentworth reglons.

“There appenrs to be & growing consensus

that chairmen should be more accountable

Lo their local electorales," he said in a lelter
lo Pomeroy. *“The f{acl that a chairman s
not direcily accountable (o any electorate
other than his or her respective council
makes people uneasy, as [t appears to be
undemocratic.” |

The current system could see any
member of the general public elected chalr-
man by Regicnal council, the minister
pointed out. He need not be an elected of-
ficlal. And, i a Reglonal councilior is
elected chairmaen by his colleagues, he
resigns hig local seat.

*“The electors in the local municlpality are
denied Lhe representative who was their
first choice on election day and the vacancy
created must be filled by appointment or
through a by-election,' Bennetl said.

The scenario is famillar to Halton Hills

voters. Re-elected mayor of the Town in

- 1982, Pomeroy jumped into the Regional
chalrman’s seat when Jack Raftis retired in
medH{erm. A publicly-beleaguered Town
council opted to appolnt a new mayor—Russ
Miller—and a new Ward 2 representative to
replace Miller. As runner-up in the 1882
election, Peter Norton was named to
council. i

Bennelt sald he has already rejected the
jdea of having all voters of a Region elect
the chairman, bul “at a minimum"”, he said,
“eandidates for the

, 1985 should seek and retain elected office at

. the area level.”

But should all council members be eliglble
for the chalrmanship? Would a consituency
office be enough to let & chalrman who is
also 2 councillor handle his workload?
Berinett invited comments.

The minister suggested he would draw the

.{"5:;'

IN FASHIO

Decorating gingerbread men Saturday &l
Trinlty United Church’s bazasr was Kay Harl.
She was wearing an outfll tha! was perfect
for the barasr's Old-Fashloned Chrigimas
theme. The skirl Is atmost 100 years old. Hart
borrowed her wardrobe [rom Marguerite

Taylor,

- Whoops!

From our Better Late Than Never
Department come the lollowing names of
Acton High School award winners inadver-

tently omilted from last week's report nnél; .

school’s annual commencement.
apalogies for the error.

The University Women's Club of
Georgetown Scholarshlp, value 3§19,
Carolyn Gibson; The Satndard Products
Athletlc Awward—Value §200 George
Gidnan.

The Standard Prroducts Technleal
Proficiency Award, valoe §100, Year 4 Brian
Nelles: The Standard Products English
Award valochioe, Adrianna Ranger.

The Stapdard Products Freoch Award—
valkue $180 Monika George; The Sandra
Patterson Memorial Award for Music, Jill
Morris, Timolhy Winiarz; Tke Acton Lions
Cinb Award, value 5108, Peter Wright; The
Achifles Motors Award, value §100, Sandra
Bendicks, Jacqueline Jennings; The
Campbell's Furnitare Showrcom Award,
valwe $188, Brenda Looyenga.

The Indwsmin Award, valoe §39,
Adrianna anger The Actom Fharmscy
Award, valwe $75, Adriznna Ranger; The
Clara Grindley Memorial Barsary, yaloe
§109, Jean Wong: The Lakeside Chapter of
the IODE Bursaries, (otal value §390,
Jennifer Arbi¢, Hesty Ann Kochler, The
Ames Mason Rslary Schelarthlp, valee
$159, Ruth Munro; The Ouistanding Grade
17 Schelar Award, GleonArcher; The
Outstanding Grade 13 Schelar Award,

Sales; The Teen Cuitine Family
Gtodies Award, valne §58, Elisabeth
Kosimel: The Knox “R* Fund Accounting
Award, valne 5199, Emil Milinarevie.

the cirrent method of selecting

put in a box,”
Burlington Councillor Joan Little said.

nosilion of chalrman in .

line at having 8 mayor also serve as chalr-
man, citing both the "onerous’ workicad
and the ethical problem of having cne
person serve as chief spokesman for two
councils.

“l believe that Lthe mayors of the local
municipalities should be preciuded from
serving as chairman,"” he said.

When the Reglon senda copies of Beanetl's
letter to the area municipalities, it will in-
clude copies of a response from Waterloo
Regional chalrman James OGray, who

inted out that his plan to retire next year
ends him a more objective ive.

**The suggestion that the chalrman should
retain his /her local seat is positively
ludicrous,”” Gray wrote Benneft. “This
could only have been conceived by an
academic student of mumicipal government
who has never been in the front lines.™

As well as the hefly workload, be noted,
chairmen must be impartial in order to
maintain the support of councillors.

- SCISS

Gray outlined his own plan for resolving - |

concerns in Waterloo next year.

"] have suggested lo counci! that I am
willing lo step down in September—three
months early—with a new chairman to be
elected immediately (rom {he existing
metnbers of council, This would permit any
member to run, including the mayors. It

would ensure that all had stood for local

election and it would ensure that the chair-
man had the conlidence of council. It would
ailow the area councils to have lhelr elec-
tions with the chalrman’s position already

established and would therefore avoid a8

later local by-election.”

Admitting his plan is Imperfect, Gray
suggested Bennetl change leglslation to let
the September electlon of a chairman stand
for three years without a confirming elec-
tion in December.

Preventing mayors from sceking ihe
chairmanship would reol 'only eliminale
some of the best candldates, he added, it
would invite '‘subterfuge’, with mayora
who hope to become chairmen running
locally as councillorsinstead.

Waterloo i3 not among the Regions
criticizing the current system, Gray sald.
He suggested only Metro Toronlo, “‘where
chairmen have lended to wileld a great deal
of power", is having serious problems.

Burlington Councillor Steve Toth recalled
that former chalrchairman Raftis com-
plained about *“losing his public base".
Toth's colleagues were quick to condemn
the idea of o Halton-wide election for the

CASUAL

SUEDE

JACKETS

*169

Canailisn-made in Men's and Ladiss’ Styles

chairman.
Campaign

costs would be prohibitive for

Pomeroy's jump may have helped prompt Province to suggest some electoral changes

Pete Porneroy's junp from Town mayor

clection would be “z humongous task™, that a Hallen-wide eleclion would see the®
Oakville's Jackie Cutmore added. Fellow larger population in south Halton {avoring

the candidatcs, Little noted. and running the  Qakville Councillor Ann Muivale warned Burlington and Oakviile candidates,
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Sensor Perm
Special

NOVEMBER 5 to 21, 1984

HALTON HILLS
SHOPPING CENTRE

Regular
$50

{Nex| to Burg

I'm gonnabe
thinner
by Christmas!

We'li help you lose
17-25 lbs. in just 6

weeks.
I'm Starting Today.
Why don’t you?

ca: 877-2900
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Mours:
Monday to Friday
J00a.m.-200 p.m,

- 400 p.m.-800 pm.
Saturday
8:00 a.m.-11:00a.m.
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HAIRSTYLING

We Invite You To
Our Parade Day

1ii7e - - Open House

16t  This Saturday

Enjoy
Free Hot Cider
and Goodies

and See Qur 1984
Christmas Collection

Iy )
& Well Have Many Specials
for the Occasion

10% orr

All Christmas Items
Including Copper & Pottery

VANDERBURGH
FLOWERS

Cpen ‘
Mon.-Sat.

¥
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70 M8 St
Got
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AHEAD™
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collection of over 10,000 garments.

"ise is made in Canada.

the olde Hide House

Buitt in 1899 with half a million bricks and massive
wood beams, our 1'% acre store houses a current

Natural products are featured — Men's and
Ladies’ Leather, Sueds, Sheepskin, Fur and Woclien
fashions and accessories. Over 35% of our merchand-

You save 15-30%. Our low overhead and enor-
mous volume — over 350,000 shoppers annually —
allow us to offer you genuine savings Everyday!
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Complety you- $hopping vl witha
dabcious L uncty, Dener or Sunday

Brunch,

— ON THE PREMISES —

RESEAVATIONS (518} 8633440

the olde
Hide House

OPEN 10-10, 7 DAYS A WEEK
49 Eastern Ave., ACTON, {519) 853-1031

Te!a Lorth the Dnivety Acton!

-+ +Userthe attached-10% OFF-Coupon’unt

Dress Watch with Day & Date

Reqular Price 5350
SALE PRICE ..

The Gold Centre’s Pre-Christmas

Seiko Watch Sale!

The Goid Centre - presenting our Christmas line of Quality SEIKO Watches
for the whole family..over 800 in stock, with a complete selection of Seiko Lassales -

sz the entire ling E_ugajﬁblla_.at 25% 10 40% OFF! . L
yon'until Decernbar 1 B4 fof gvén Yreater savings: ="
Any ‘watch purchask before this date also qualifies you for our - Lo
FREE SEIXO TRAVEL ALARM GIVEAWAY on December 15, 1984.
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Ladies Seiko Quariz
Dress Watch

Regular Price $160. 96 '
.

- SALE PRICE

artz

. $210.

GIVEAWAY

. Evary Watch purchase belore December 15, ‘84
quatliea you for 1 of 10 of the incredibly slim,
credit-card size SEIKO TRAVEL ALARMS
(vatued at $49.95 each) on this date!

All dotails avaitable at the showroom
or by phonng 453-7063

Setting the standard lor the worid,
for the huture.

10% OFF COUPON

Use this coupon at The Gold Centre until Saturday December1 "84 and
receive 10°% OFF any SEIKO Watch purchase - Including SALE WATCHES!

ALITHORIZED
DEALER
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The Goid Centre 453-7063, Centennial Mall> 227 Vodden at Kennady, Brampton.
Monday, Tuesday & Saturday, 10 am - 6 pm / Wednasday to Friday, 10am -8 pm
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