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and Textile Special-
ist Margaret Loewen By Tooy Carison the pocket over the years. But behing the

of the Ontario *“I've got good news and bad news." laughter has been the realization that for
Ministry of Agricul- For a small army of standup comics,  every silver lining there is a cloud-—and

ture and Food that standard opener has mneant mopey in  vice versa. It's al) a matter of perspective.
Take, for inatance, statistics released

recently by the Capadian Federation of

11 Independent Business on the rate at which
CASE helped to firms with less than $2-million in annual
sales have been forming or dissolving over

) simplify what could have heen JRESTIsc - am .

a sad picture of business deaths—57,000

a ver‘y cumpucateu one year, 84,000 the next, 64,000 the next.

_ ) i i Each time a business closes, espectally in
w tpansn' Un g small community, it leaves a gap. Any
» " small business, successful or not, re-
presents a great deal of hard work on
somecone’s part, and to see that come to an

end is indeed an imhappy cccasion.
But from anpother angle, there is good
news. Those same statistics show a
vibrant sector of the economy working to
survive the recession and steadily

Carol Hennessy — reasserting its vitality.

Two Bay Enterprizes Limited Using data collected {orm its member
Moosanee, Ontario firms and applied to federal government
statistics, the CFIB found that even in the
dark days of 1982, when 84,000 small
businesses closed (10.7 per cent of a total
of 785,000 such firms), 87,000 new opera-
tions opened. That slone polnts to the

tremendous flexibility in the sector.
Last year 64,000 companies went under

LEATHER & SUEDE (8.1 per cent of the existing 767,000 firms),

$ but births were up 10 per cent to 56,000.
CAR COA Ts | | * And in the first six months of this year

: the trend continued, with buslness deaths
Canadian-Made in sizes 36-16 occurring at a rate of only 7.4 per cent or
: 30,000 firma.

These numbers tell us a number of
things, not the least of which Is that of-
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BACKING INDEPENDENT BUSINESS
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