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Treasture-huniers attending auctions this
{ali could bid themselves inlo financial
trouble if they don't check merchandise
carefully.

In the compelilive environment of an

" auection, customers can end up buying ap-

pliances that don't work or “anliques’ no

- older than the machine that tnassproduced

them.

“Whatever they're going to buy, most
people only have the word of the auctioneer
to go by,” says Tom Johoson, chief in-
vestigator for the Ministry of Consumer and
Commercial Relations {(MCCR) business
practices division. *‘Auctions really are
‘Dlryer beware’ situations.”

Worse than taking home a dozen ‘‘an-
tiqua” Lopsters, auctiongoers could spend a
lot ol money on itemy that are legally owned
by loan companies.

If, for example, & car owner doesn't pay
off all liens against the vehicle, the lender
involved has lhe right to repossess it, even if
it has been sold to someone else, Unwary
consumers ocould lose pewly acquired
property and face court battles to get their
money back from lhe auctioneer.

The ministry’s Personal Property
Security Registration (PPSR) branch can
provide protection for consumers. The

branch keepa extensive records of liens and

this information is available te the public for
a small fee. Ask the auctioneer 1f he can
provide a “'certifled search" proving the
branch bas no record that the property has
been pledged as collateral.

If no liens are listed with the ministry, a
purchaser would gain tegal ownership, but
be aware that some problems could still
oceur,

A car owner may have borrowed money .

for the wvehicle from friends who did not
register the loan. Court battles could erupt if
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Buyer beware atauctions

the car is auclioned off and the logn has not
been repaid. :
Finance firms may also set policies of not
registering liens when a loan is for less than
a specified amount of money.
To gein extra security against
unregistered llens on major ftems such as

cars, furniture or appliances, get a wrilten

statenent from the auctioneer, declaring
the merchandise free of eiacumbrances.
Most reputable businessmen will comply
honestly and customers shouldn't face any
prohlems.

However, in the event of a court battle the
ietter could be useful as evidence.

Auctions are generally operated fairly, by
(Conllnued on Page 8)
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o ; Jack Tanner's offers naw privat ;
The Hm.l""e Specialty — spacist manus and m:nmbl:t :lt:nl:’:l
| groups of 16 to 1560.
Choice Grade A" Beef, carefully aged e |
and slow roasted to perfection, : g e you playGUTaveltt fnd V

Includes Deficious food and refreshiments
Salad Bar complate with our attentivo and
au jus Gravy courteous service.
Baked Potato or Rice onus Feature!
f Colffeeor Tea For groups of 15 or more! Plan your
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We've expanded for J;aur W

BANQUETS
& PARTIES!

salact the perfect menu. Then you can
relax and we'll take care of the rest!

luncheon or dinner avent at Jack Tanner's
. for Monday theu Friday and sach membaer
of the group will recsive s V.1.P. card for

‘39‘ 95 . ) MI shopping discounts In the olde Hide
RESERVATIONS: (519)853-3440

Located in:

the olde Hide House’ |
Uhe Dnwely Aeton!

o




