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Public considered?

We are becoming increas-
ingly concerned by the ac-
tion of government offices
and utilities to close their
doors earlier with the
pretext it will speed up ser-
vice or other such nonsense.
Surely they realize many
working people—and today
it often means both parents
in a household—work until 4
or 5 p.m. and the {ime after
5 p.m. is the only time they
have to do business.

The latest office to an-
nounce hours will be chang-
ed “‘to speed up delivery of
outgoing mail” is the Acton
Post Office. The office will
close at 5.15 instead of the
present 5.45 so mail can be
sent to the Georgetown
distribution office that
much earlier.

. We know the problems
the post office is having
with the speed of the mail

(and it doesn't originate in
Acton) but we also know
that the office should be
considering the public’s
convenience as well as their
own. For instance, surely it
would be possible to keep
one staff member on duty to
seil money orders and
stamps until 545 p.m.
perhaps starting half an
hour later than the others.
It is presumptuous to sug-
gest how the stalf of the post
office should be shuffled to
be most efficient but the
trend today, in many public

institutions is {o close early.

so the staif can enjoy longer
evenings. We are all for it
until it interferes with the
right of the public to have
reasonable hours they can
do their business.

Oh sure, the public will
adjust, but darn it all they
shouldn't have to—it should
be the other way around.

No conflict

~ Burlington Councillor
Joan Little's call for
Regional Chairman Peter
Pomeroy to resign his job
because he secured the
Progressive Conservative
nomination for the next
provincial election sounds
like sour grapes.

Little is reported to have
said that if he (Pomeroy)
was a man of honor he
would submit his

resignation. . .if he won't

she maintained ‘“‘perhaps
we should ask him.” She
says Pomeroy should follow
the example of his leader,
Bill' Davis, who resigned
because it would have been
less than honorable to seek
a mandate unless com-
mitted to serving a full
term. Liitle maintains there
is a conflict between being
the Region’'s chief
negotiator with the

Province and being a

‘“candidate in waiting”’ for
the election.

Councillor Little may
have had a point if she had
asked why Pomeroy
decided to run for the nom-
ination when he had hardly
stepped into the regional
chairman’s post. It does not

was before

take a long memory to note
he also resigned as mayor
of Halton Hills after only a
few months into his second
term. Fortunately there is
only 2 remote chance he
would resign as an MPP, if
he did win the next election.

But we have to agree with

- Pomeroy's assessment of

the situation when he notes
the next election could be
called as late as 1986, “‘I'm
no more a PC now than I
the nom-
ination,”” he declared,
asserting he saw no conflict
in holding the two posts.
And neither do we.

Politics is often a game of
opportunity and since
Pomeroy has decided to
make a career out of it, it
would have been foolish to
have waited for opportunity
to knock again to gain the
PC nomination. He struck
when the opportunity
presented itself—and won.

Now, of course, he still
must stand in front of the
voters and seek their sup-
port in the next election.
Those who oppose this
brand of opportunism will

‘have the opportunity to

show it in the next ballot.

Alas for poor Acton

Dear Edilor: ;

With apology to Bill
Shakespeare.
Alsg, poor Acton
] knew it, Horatio
A lown of infinite zest
of most excellenl variety
Providing entertainment a
thousand ways
and now a mere f{ictlon remains,
My ire raises at the thought.
Here lived creativily
and individual freedom..

Clergy comment

Where now I8 your jollity,
your songs, your times of
merriment '
that gave
amusement?
No one here will mock your grin.
Get you tons of makeup
Myriad of costume -
None will breathe life where there
is none. '
Even Alexander look'd this fashion
In the earth and smell 80.

Rabert D, Rennle

many love and

Choose life

Being the spouse of someone on the

police force would be a dif-

ficult role these days. | know that if I were wearing such ghoes,
fearful thoughts would captivate my waking hours. The morning

news re

of shootings and deaths would be hard to stomach

if uniforms lined the household closets. It does not take much Lo
imagine the anxiety level contained in the volees of spouses or in

the of ficers themselves.

Yes, they have a right to be angry and afraid. I want lo hear

thase {eelings and
these emolions running al peak

d sensitively
intensity, I hear also the word of

to their pain. Yet, beside

the Lord which addresses every time and place and invites us to
make decisions separate from popular opinion or personal

preference:
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Report from Queen’s Park

Legislature back

Many people hod anticipated
that we would be on the election
_campaign trail by now. However,
as you all know, the Premier an-

_nounced his intention of stepping

down and the Ontario Legislature
reconvened as scheduled on Oc-
tober 9.

During Question Period on the
first day of the Fall Session,
Liberal Leader David Pelerson
questioned the Provincial
Treasurer about the financial pol-
icles of the Conservative govern-
ment, particularly as they affected

the jobs of Ontarizns. He cited the .

very “significant plant clesures
which have occurred in this pro-
vince in the last couple of weeks.
“Just to refresh his memory,"” he
sald. Alcan in Kingston, 4835;
Wabasse in Wellond, 490; Black
and Decker in Barrie, 550; and
Burns in Kitchener, 600.”" Some
2,000 jobs have been lost according
to announcements in the last two

weeks, and as Mr. Peterson point- |

ed out the Treasurer must be
“aware that unemployment is up
overa year ago.”

In spite of his prophesies of an
economic recovery, there is no
solace for the unemployed in this
provinece. In fact, the unemploy-
ment numbers are golng up.” He
asked the Treasurer: '""What answ-
ers does he have for miednv?: 2,000
people who were [aid off per-
manently. . .and where is the
economic recovery for them?"

. Rent control inquiry
Opposition Leaders at Queen's
Park have dexanded that the prov-
incial government's rent control
inquiry be abandoned, in view of
the fact that both tenants and land-
lords are boycotting it. The govern-
ment established the inquiry on
November 16, 1982, and the first
phase of its public hearings lasted
76 days. Last April a report on the
{nquiry was submittedsby Stuart

If you know of a ‘‘good kid"’ who
deserves an award for communitly
work, bravery or striving lo over-
come a physical limitation,
nominate them for an Ontario
Junlor Citizen of the Year award
before the end of October.

Bicentennial history books, alr-
line trips across Canada, a recep-
tion with Ontario's Lieutenant-
Governar, plagues and lapel pins
are the prizes awaiting Ontarlo's
1984 Junior Citizens.

“We are seeking to honer
Onlario’'s ouistanding  young
people—not just the superheroes,
but also the good alltound kids
who are working today to become
owr leaders of tomorrow,” said
Dave Wenger of Mount Forest,
chairman of the Junior Citizen
program.

Nomination forms are availabie
al this newspaper office and the
deadline for nominationa s
October 31. .

The Junior Gilizen program, co-
ordinated by the Ontaric Comm-
unity Newspapers Association, is
sponsored by CP Alr, Lieutenant-
Governor John B. Aird is the

by JULIAN REED
M.P.P. Halton-Burlington

Thom, who heads the commission.
However, this has still not been
released. :

It has been revealed that the in-
quiry has spent $300,000 of the $1.6
billion which was budgeted by the
government, Liberal Leader David
Peterson maintained that the hear-
ings have become *‘discredited by
the major participants," and ask-
ed the Minister of Consumer and
Commercial Relations “What pur-
pose was being served in continu-
ing?"

The Minister has indicated that
he anticipates having the interim
report of the commission by the
end of this month. However, the
Opposition has urged that the
government lake action immed-
lately, without further hearings,
and establish a central rent
registry, as well as getting tougher
with landlords who are charging il-
legal rents.

Under the current rent control
legislatign, landlords who want to
increase rents more than 6 percent
in a year must show a need be-
cause of higher costs at an open
Residential Tenancy Cemmission
hearing. :

Cancer in the Niagara

area _
Liberal MPP Vince Kerrio has
issued a press statement expres-
sing concern about indications of
higher cancer rates in the Niagara
Falls region, according to the

The 12 outstanding nominees and
their families will be guests of
Ontarle Community Newspapers
Assoclation at fts annual conven-
tion in Toronto next March, when
Lieutenant-Governor Aird will
make the presentations and host a
special reception for the visilors in
his Queen's Park suite. Each of the
12 nominees will receive a CP Alr
ticket to any Canadian destination,
a family portrait with the
Lieutenant-Governor, a plaque and
lapel pin.

lﬁ: paddilinnai 12 topranking
nominees will receive an alrline
ticket and a certificale, to be

In business

Laboratory Centre for Disease
Control, Heallh and Welfare
Canada. *'Special Heport No. 5,
Cancer Mortality in Niagara Coun-
ty, Ontario" indicates that liver
and lung cancers were high com-
pared with provincial rates, and
stated that “'the liver cancer ex-
cess ia notewarthy since it has been
associated with chemical ex-
posures such as vinyl chloride
monomer and arsenic” which are
being dumped in significant
amounts in Loke Ontario.

The report recommends that

-"due to Lthe latent-period of cancer

and the continuing water problem
(of the Niagara River and Lake
Ontario), continued survelllonce is
required.” Mr. Kerrio commented
‘I cannot rest easy when our Great
Lakes are becoming more polluted
with toxic chemicals that you can’t
see, taste or feel, that affect -the
people ' vears, even decades,
after."

Education Funding

David Pelerson told students at
Carleton University that a Liberal
Government in Ontario would give
$50 million to the province's
universities and colleges immed-
intely and ‘make post-secondary
cducation a priority. Financing
cuts are slowly strangling On-
tario’s educalion system, he said,
and proceeded to deliver a stinging
attack on government policy.
“They have decided post-
secondary education isn't import-
ant at the present time,” he sald.
More money could be allocated to
colleges and universities, without
increasing taxes. The $0 million
could come from reducing the
amount of money spent on govern-
ment advertising and the sale of
sorne provincial landholdings, and
could be forwarded Immediately to
facilitate repair of lacilities and
the purchase of equipment.

Junior Citizen nominations due

presented by their local newspaper

publisher, All lhe young people
nominated in 1984 will receive a
Bicentennial book. Groups and
individuals can be nominated if
they have performed single or
continuing acls of courage, shown
ingenuity, resourcefulness, far-
litude or sellless service.
Nominees may also be Involved
in worthwhile community service,
have overcome disabling physical
or psychological handicaps, or
have performed acts of herolsm—
perhaps endangering their own
Jives, :
Any nomince from previous
years who continues in their note-
worthy endeavors is eligible to be
nominated again. A Junior Citizen
can be aged 6to 18 years and any
citizen resident In Onlaric can

No gas rate hike

Here's good news.

10 years ago

Ociober 23, 1974

A fire this week cnded a month
long record of no alarms in Acton.

Aclon's new $300,000 swimming
pool ran into ancther snag when
final inspections showed the present
sewer system would be unable to
handle the pool’s backwash.

A special council meeting was
held and a mollon passed which will
prevent new indusiry, of a noxious
nature, coming into Acton,

- A baby staying with her parenls as
guests, woke around four am. and
gave warning Lhat the house was on
fire. The slone walls and roof were
all that was left of the farmhouse
owned by G. Franchiro on_the sixth
line near Limehouse. No one was
hurt in the blaze.

There is no ice yet in the Acton

arena.

20 years ago

October 15, 1964

Halton EMO co-ordinator Bruce
McGregor is looking for five men
from Acten to work s an Acton divi-
sion of a Halton Auxiliary Police
Force.,

Halton County's population i3 now
13,368, according to figures released
this week by Hallon County Assessor
Ford Rogers. This year's figure is an
increase of 5,257 people or 4.7 per
cent over the 1583 population.
Acton’s population i3 4,295, :

After an Inquest into the death of
Mrs. Harriet Welter of Toronto the
jury asked for a speed reduction on
Hwy. 25 south of Acton but turned
down a proposal for manditory
breathalizer tests in serious ac-
cidents, Mrs. Walters was killed in a
hl.éu car collision just south of Spey-
side.

Apparently the Mill and Maln St.
intersection doesn't need a traffic
light,..despite cengestion, sald a
Department of Transportalion letter
lo Acton council. '

50 years ago

Oct. 18, 184

On Saturday evening this week
thleves broke Inte and ransacked the
CNR station here. They secured
seven cents from Lthe stamp box lor
their trouble. An unsuccessful at-
templ had been made lo open the
sale.

The entire grounds of the Govern-
meni building has been covered with-
a new cement surface with the ex-
ception of the block In the front
corner where a pool of water gener-
ally remains after every rain,

Residents of Noassagaweya re-
ported sceing lwo groups of deer
quite frequently these days. It ap-
pears the animals may declde to
stay in the area as they are becom-
ing quite lame.

Thieves who perpetrated a $14,000
fobacco robbery during the week
{ravelled through the section of
countiry about Acton abandoning the
big carrier on the roadway near

- Fergus.

75 years ago

Oct. 14,1209
. Owing to a very simple, yet
unavoidable accident at the power
house Sunday all the arca churches
were without power after the
opening of services.

Respecting Halton County Falr
the Canadian Farmer gaya: “There
was an absence of all fakirs. The
only stands were for refreshments,
candies, fruit and one or two base-
ball games.”

On Tuesday afternoon Bn 8ulo
passing through town going east met
Miss Janie Given of Erin at the cor-
ner of Young and Queen Streels. The
auto driver, who didn'tl see Miss
Given, quickly came along side the
yoiung woman's horse and startled
the beast. Miss Given was thrown to
the ground but Juckily no bones were
broken.

100 years ago

Oclober 16, 1884

One day last week Mr, A.J. Mann
threshed for Mr. John Lawson, lot
26, con. five Esquesing, 1400 bushels
of wheat, vats and barley in ten
hours with 8 steam thresher. This |8
considered an extra big day’s work.

Mr. G. Wells has sold his reaidence
and land adjoining on Mill Street (o
Mr. Robert Wallace and first pur-
chased double brick tenemeni house
on Matin street known as the Ken-

program's patron and additional
support is being received this year
from the i:lhuﬁimnlﬂ Pmﬂrm}
operated by the Ontario Minlstry o
Tourism and Rocreation.

| ;rnil:lmm . gﬂmﬁig

ved A& o

nominations and organizers are
hoping for & new record in num-

bers naminated in 1984,

I have set before you life and death, blessing end curse; therefore .
choase Ife, thart you and your descendanty may live.* (Devt. 30:19)

When someone actively fires a and the death of the
recipient results, where was the choiee {0 opt for life? But, lest
we forget, in our response to the incident, therein lies the chaice.

Rev. Jean Siabrs, Mus. B., M. Div.
Minister, Acton Baptist Charch

ion Gas Ltd. has advisqd li:nc
ﬂft:r?: Energy Board that it will
not seek a rate increase in 1985, but
will cover higher nptfating coals
its own financial restraint
and revenues from increased natur-
aj gassales. .
It's the second consecullve year
Union has decided not Lo raise rales,

- nedy iy
w:p;g ieve Acton Cornet Band

stock {s just a litile below par at pre-
sent. o '
Mr. Jos. Fyfe is adding o good .
sized brick woodshed 1o his
residence. n
Grape vines may be,pryned a8
soon as leaves fall. |

How come kids have (o
go to bed when their
parents get tired.

veteae g .




