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Old San Jaun - A Walking Tour.

Continued from page1 Rican tobacco.. .Santes, lovely detalled guitar} and simple gourd guires (dating

Along thesze streets paved in hislory, wood-carved figurines of the patron saints, backloIndiantimes). . .and of course, rim,
there's plenty o see and plenty lo buy in- handmade by local Santeros. . .mundillo, the island’s major export.

cluding hnmmnck.s brought to the island by  intricately woven bobbin lace.. .and Besides local crafts, there are great buys

the indiginous Taino Indlans. . .cigars, still musical instruments, hewn from nalive (0 be found on imporls from around the

handyolled using locally grown Puertn {rees, such as the cuatro {a fivestring Blobe, including silk from Thalland. . Jinen

Ho days

Roos Travel
PRESENT

THE 2nd ANNUAL

SAILAWAY

at the North Halton Golf & Countr v ClubD
Thursday, November 1

We hope you 'wz/Uom us for an evening of fun and entertainment INcluding
deck games, casino, rum punch, disc jockey and much, much more.

The cost is only $ 3.00 with proceeds going to “Make a Wish ™

For more fnﬁ)rmatfon call: Koos Iravel
296 Guelph St
Georgetown, Ont.
8/7-0138

FunShip
Holidays

- withy sy orit Vacationss

Carnival Cl'ulseljnes

and coiton dresses and suils. . .Spanish
antique furniture and repro-
ductions. . .antique hketiles, 1ladles and
candlesticks. . .natlve art paintings and
sculpture from Haltl. . handmade wall
coverings from Colombia. . .kapok tirce
mats from the Philippines. . .pure shlk
saries and handwoven cotlon bedspreads
from India. . .and precious jewels, gold and
silver al prices you never imagined.

There ore several excellent guidebooks to
help you along the way. Que Pasa, written
and distributed free (courtesy of the
Government of Puerto Rico Tourism
Company) is an excellent gulde providing
useful information on events in San Juan
and oul on Lhe island; hotel accommoda-
tion;  restauranl listings; rent-a-car
agencies; imporlant lelephone numbers:
maps; and more,

Centuriesold buildings crowd a tiny
island, caressed by breezes and surrounded
by deep blue water, which juls into a narrow
harbour. It3 aimost half a millenium of
history makes Old San Juan the second
oldest Furopean-built city in Lhe New World
and a virtual treasure-trove of legends and
tales. Curious folklore, colorful customs and
supernatural phenomena mingle with
historieal facis in innumerable local stories
handed down {rom one generation to the
next, These tales, of guards abducted by Lhe
Devil, of torch-lit processions praying for an
invader's delfeat, of dogs petrified for their
patience, evoke San Juan's past as vividly
a3 dao its churches, forts and the amber glow
of itg street. Iamps

A shout was heard in Lhe mg,hl'. Each hour
the sound, long and at times mournful,
rescnated alnng the length of the clty walls,
Encircling San Juan for some 3,900 yards,
these walls were crowned In places by
sentry boxes and hastions, and pierced by
tunnels that were communications routes

- connecting the oulskirts of the city, Heavy

doors that shut at night protected the tun-
nels and left San Juan lsolated from the
r3est of the island by land and from the rest
of the world by sea. Of the original four
doors, only the San Juan Gate, next to La

. Fortaleza on the weslern shore, remains
- standing today. In the sentry boxes rising

from this long span of walls, guards on duty
shouted all-clear calls that linked one box to
the next and kepl the guards awake during
starry, and stormy, nights. Of all the sentry
boxes, the lower one on the north wall of San
Cristobal Fort reaches closest to the sea.

One night a guard disappeared from the
sea-1ugging box, Al aroimd midnight, he did
not repeat the all-clear ¢all shouted by his
companion in the box to the east, The guard
in the box to the west mistook the volce of
the first guard for that of the second, and it
was not until the next day that the guard's
absence was reporied. He never reap-
peared. Officials made an inconclusive
investigation of the incident., When nothing
wat found, the populace came to the con-
clusion that the Devll had carried the guard
away.

some time later the even stranger disap-
pearance of another guard from the zame
sentry box caused great concern, When the
same thing happened vet a third time, a
more complete investigation finally got to
the truth of the disappearances. Those three
guards, dissatisfied with the treatment they
were receiving In the military, had deser-
led. After l[ollowing a treacherous route

along the north coast toward the east, each

hid in a remote shelter, changed his identity
and lived a rural life of unwedded bllss wilh
a local peasanl glrl. Since the results of the
final tnvestigalion were never made public,

- residenis of San Juan remained mnﬂnctd ¥,

that the Devil had spirited away the
deserters. Even loday thal guard post is
known as the “Devil's sentry box."
Every night in Puerto Rico can be aif"ex-
citing new advmtm How rousing or ro-
mantic it is u. For more infor-
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