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You can lsll by the concentralion on his tace
that Don Gregg ian't slacking off aven It it Is
the yasr snd’s fun day for the Acton tannis

 chub.

The Acton tsnnis club held its wrapup day on Sunday wilh trophy
prasoniations (o the oculstanding members of the 1584 season. Back
row feft to right are Steven Pun, Men's doubles champ; Chris Stean,
runnerup mixed doubles: Bob Bruce, mixed doubles runnarup; Vie
Morris, Men's Doubles champ; Don Gregg, Man's Uoubles champs and
mixed doubles champ; Harold Saville, mixed doubles aver 40 runnar-
up; Marcia Gregg, ladies’ singles champ, ladles' doubles champ and
mixed doubiss champ; Qerda Neubsachar, lsdiss’ doubles champ &nd
ladles’ singies runnerup; Glen Qulf, mixed doubics runner-up; Robert

~Afinal lament
- forthe Sabres

‘-'-’hen the Acton Sabres joined the Junior

" hockey loop in 1971, optimism and pro-

I'I'liEE surrnumied them. By the time the

scason ended, the optimism was still there,

but’ the slage was set for the next 12
disparaging years.

The story of the Sabres is nol entirely bad,
but more often than not, bad luck ond
misfortune were lhe monkeys on the back of
the leam,

in their 13 years of existence (this would
have been their 13th season) the Acion
Sabres played in three different leagues
starting in Junior D", then moving lo
Junior *C" and finally ending in the Junlor
“H-“ ]mp.

The Sabres never [inished better than
third in any of the lcagues and in 12 seasons
they finished in the basement pine times,

The bright spots, however, were afl that
mare noticable,

The (irst good season the Sabres experi-
enced was in 1973-74, their {irst year of the
Junior *C"" loap.

Most of Acton's competition from the
former D' league were moved into “C" as
well and, under coach Dave McKnight, Ac-
ton recorded a 18 win, 10 loss and four e
record to capture third place.

Unfortunately, though, the Sabres were
immediately crushed in the play-offs by
Brantford in four ganmes.

Despite the poar showing in the play-offs,

the following season saw over 60 hockey

players show up at the Sabres camp f{or the

. second bes! season they ever had.

Finishing witha 17 win, 13 loss and four tie
tally the Sabres went into the first round of
playoffs in fourth position against Penelang.

Penelang, a newcomer to the league that
year, was 2asily defeated in four games
straight by the Sabres.

Then, taking on a tough squad from
Alliston, the Sabres’ hopes of & champion-

ship were cul short in four defeats.

The only other bright note in the Sabres'
career was a {ifth place finish in the “B”
division in 198081 with Jules Russiani
behind the bench,

With Glen (Motor) Murray leading the
tenm with his fast paced style, the Sabres
netched a fifth place (inish in the league and
found themselves pitted against the Burl-
ington Cougars in one of the most exciting
playolf series the league had ever seen,

Going into the series as the declded under-
dogls Acton sutprised both the [ans and thelr
opponents by laking Burlington seven
games. The end result however was a final,
decisive win by Burlingten.

When the Sabres were first formed in 1971
the team filled a void left by the Aclon Tan-
ners, who [okied after their six team league

was narrowed to two squads. It seemed im-
practical for the Tanners to have only ene
opponent and the allernative move {rom
Intermediate “B" to Intermediate A was
voted down by their executive,

Robin Inscoe, now the sports editor with

the Georgetown Independent, named the
Sabres in a contest sponsored by the team's
newly formed executive, .

Bill Dawkins, a graduate of Acton Minor
Hockey, was named the Sabres mentor and
Bob Marshall, a former manager of the Tan-
ners, Look on the job of team manager.

Casselman Fuels, of Georgelown beeame
the Sabres' spomsor and on Oct. 19, 10
prospeclive Sabres worked out at Guelph
Memorial Gardens in hope of elaiming a
place on the newly formed team's roster,

In their league debut Acton slarted off

_ with a bang routing Shelbourne 194.

Throughout the vear Acton found them-
selves pitted against tecams from
Shelbourne, Alliston, Fergus, Schomberg
and Bradford and when Lhe {inal buzzer
rang Acton was at the bottom of the pile with
14 wins, 15 losses and a tie,

The second season wasi't much different
except the department of recreation had
asked the Sabres to move the home schedule’
from Sunday to Friday.

Again the Sabres maintalned consistant
losses (o claim last position in the league
and a highly contested play-off series
against Stayner heralded and end of the
Sabres efforts in the Junlor “D" loop.

That finol series saw Acton down two
games to one and after a rullng by OHA con-
vener Bill Church the Sabres forfeited n
fourth game,

The Sabres management was upset that
the game was te be held on nuetral ice in
Bradlord and took their plea lo the OHA
hierarchy. The result was an untimely end
to 1972-73 season,

The Sabres season record was four wins,
sixteen losses and five tes.

The remaining seasons were similar
storles with the Sabres facing defeat after
defeal with anly occasional wins to break
the monotonous losing streaks.

In their Junior “B™ debut they ac-
cumulated only three wins and lwo ties in 41
starts and their second year in the league
wasn't much better with only Ehn:-ﬂ wins and
twoties in 25starts.

The {inal years spanning (rom 1381 to 1984
saw the team clther eliminated from the
playofis or just squeaking into the first
round only (o lose against what s¢emed,
undefeatable odds.,

It wasn't a pretly story and unfortunately
there isn't any chance for a happier ending
tothesaga.

in this photo the Acton Sabres plt thelr strangth sgaina! Sheiburne in their firat game ever In
1971. The Sabwres folded lsst week becawes of a lack of loce! hockey players.

~ Almeat 300 riders compatad in the Onlario BMX championahlp races
_Saturday at Leathertown Park. Nearly 600 spociators watched the ac-

Therpe, men's singles consolation champ and Eilsen Saville, mixed
doubles cver 40 runnar-up. Front row lait 1o rdght are Jason Pun, boys'
under 14 singles champ; Dava Thorpe, boys' under 14 singleas runner-
up; Paul Kilpatrick, boys' under 18 doubles champ; Sleve Martin, boys’
under 18 singles champ and doubles champ; Erik Valdman, runner-up
In boys® under 18 singies and doubles; Chris Lewls, runnerup In boys'
under 18 doubles; Lisa Mclssac, giris’ under 14 singlas champ; Carmroll
Thorpe, girta’ under 14 singles runner.up and Donny Mclean, boys'
under 14 singles runnear-up.

Stave Pun lat liy with some powerful sarvas
at the Acion tennls club’'s year end wrap-up
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tion under sunny skies and warm lemperatures.

Serious about shuffleboard,
local men heading to B.C.

It may not be a high profile sport, but John
Vlietstra and kis partner Geofl Denny take
table shuffleboard seriously—so seriously,
in fact, lhey're going to the Canndian
national champlonshlps in Victoria, B.C.

Vlietstra and Denny have both qualified
(or the national competition after cleaning
up at the provinclals against the six best
teams in Onlario,

Arena back
to normal

Following a breakdown in fce meking
equipment at the Acton arcema last week,
councillors heard thal the repair bill could
reach $29,000.

Recreation director Tom Shepard teld the
town's General Commiltee that three tubes
in the chiller had to be temporarily palched,
putling thisaeason's lee schedtle three days
behind.

Sheppard cxplained that a repalrman’s

estimate between $8000 and $15,000, but
indicated it could reach $25,000.

 Arena Manager Harold Townsley said a
pipe under the concrete floor of the Arena

had broken and, o get at the pipe, a hole had
to be chipped through the cement.

“Everything is back to normal now.,”
claimed Townsley, “but we're two or three
days behind schedule.

Both men play in the United Shuffleboard
Leogue that includes Acton, Georgetown,
Milton and Guelph and while John tosses
rocks at the Acton Legion, Geolf improves
his skills in Millen.

“Most people think shuffleboard 5 a bar
gome and that compelitions are just a big
drunk, but we take il very seriously,' sald
Vlieistra.

John has been playing since 1967 and
Geoff ts a 19-year veleran.

Both men have been qualifying for provin-
cial and national competitions for over 15

Townsley sald he believed the repalrs - ¢

“would last indefinitely mnd he couldn't see
any forthcoming problems excepl the
poasible rescheduling of hockey games this
weekend. :

Sheppard also told councillors a compiete
review of money allocated to the Acton and
Gordon Alcoll arenas will be conducted next

year.

years and, with a wealth of experience
under their belts, have high hopes of
bringing home a national championship Oct.
e

Each team will compele in 12 matches,
said Vlietstra, and there are {ive categories

in which to compete; men's and lodies’
doubles, Men's and Ladies’ singles ond
mixed doubles.

Seven provinces will be represented at the
compelitlon in which John and Geolf wiil be
playing in the men’s doubles division.

Geolf Denny (eif) and John Vietstra witl be traveliing to Victoria B.C. to compete in national
tabis shuiliwboard competitions next month. mmmm“mfulul
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