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Popular Citizen of the Year
_Memorials pay tribute

to Billy Middleton, 90

Three separale memorial services this
week bear ample lestimony lo the warm
regard Actonians had for former Cltizen of
the Year Billy Middleton, who died Friday
at age 90.

As if Lhe Acton Legion Hall wasn't already
crowded enough with friends and admirers
last May 6 for his gala birthday party,
Middleton managed o make a {ew more,
charming new acgquaintances with his
unique recollections of the old Town of Acton
and inspiring them with hls hopes for the
future.

BILLY MIDDLETON

. An esteemed member of the Royal
Canadian Legion, Hranch 197, and the
Masonic Walker Lodge, Middleton died at
Guelph General Hospital, where he'd spent
the previous two weeks.

He is survived by his wife Helen of Acton
and brother Jim in Toronlo.

Funeral services were held yesterday
(Tuesdoy} aftermoon at the Shoemaker
Funeral Home with Rev. Daon Matheson of

Trinity United Church  officiating.
Pallbearers at the funeral which followed at
Fairview Cemetery were all members of
Branch 197: John Goy 5r., Vic Patrick, Pat
Waldie, Ed Footitt, Harry Norton and Jack
Ridley.

Middleton’s memory was honored at
special services at Walker Lodge Sunday
night and at the Leglon Monday night.

Chosen Acton's Cltlzen of the Year in 1865,
Middlcton was known as a proud Aclontan,
bemoaning its ioss of municipal status with
the coming of regional government and

. pledging his undying support for the com-
munity—and the Legion branch—he loved
50 well.

He was born May 6, 1854, in Brantford, one
of Gavin and Marie Middleton's six child-
ren. He fought overseas throughout World
War 1 with the Tenth Signals Brigade and
liked to joke in laler years aboul being
wounded just two months before the
Armislice. _

He married Helen Oct: 11, 1920, in Strat-
ford and the couple moved to Acton three
years later. He worked as an operalor for
CN before taking on a new post in the

apologies.

Canada Customs and Excise office, a job he
held (rom 1934 until his retirement in 1959,

One of the poldiers fighting in Europe who
received Middleton's packages during Lhe
Second War, John Goy Sr. recalled Monday
how his old friend helped him obtain part of
the old Acton post office for his warehouse
as a memento,

He and Vic Patrick recently brought .

Middleton out to Goy Cartage lo take his
plcture standing stop the stone windowsill
that was removed {rom the post office when
it was torm down. It bears the inscription
“Ciustoms'’ and marks Goy's own customs
port at the suflrance warehouse. The loss of
the old post office was another black day in
Acton's history as far as Billy Middleton
was concerned.

Middleton served on the Acton public and
separate school boards and during World
War I helped form the Acton War Services
League, dispatching gifts and supplies to
Actonians fighting overseas.

Among the many community projects that
shared his attention in later years was the
construction of the Scout Hall, where he also
served as a Scout leader,

By ERIC ELSTONE

The last owner of the Dominion Holel,
Cosimo Mercuri, was acquitted last week of
a perjury charge arising from his testimony
during a murder trial two and a hall years
ago.

Mercuri, who is in penitentiary for second
degree murder, was found not guiity by pro-
vineial court Judge Douglas Latimer last
Wednesday in Miiton.

The Crown alleged that Mercuri knowing-
ly gave false evidence while testifying under
oalh in March, 1582, He testified that he did
not have a sexual affair or close personal
relation ship with Heather Moreland.

Moreland, a bartender at the Dominlon
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Correction

A story in last week's Free Press concern-
ing proposed developments in the Rockwood

- area may have given some readers the mis-

taken impression that the Eramosa
Residents Organization (ERO) is opposed to
Stone Barn Holdings’ plans for a convention
centre. In fact, the EROQ has decided to take
no action on the matter. The same article
incorrectly ldentilied Stone Barn president
Andy McGaw as Andy MeGraw and sald the
proposed inn would feature 150 rooms. It
would in fact contain up to 100 rooms. Our
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Knox Presbyierian Church's sscond II'II.III Cradle Roll Tea broughi a
host of pre-schoolers and thelr proud moma and grandmothers (o the
church hall Sunday aftsmoon for & gel-acquainted party. Tha tod-

When you order a Whopper*

Meal Combo right now,

you get a juicy flame-broiled
Whopper*, large friesand a

medium Pepsi?

That's a taste combination

that's hard to beatand ata
savings that's even harder

to beat.

So next time you'ra feeling

hungry, satisty
Whopper* Meaal Combo,

yoursetlf with a

Mercuri did have a sexual relationship that
started in 1977 and cnded in the summer of
1550,

After the August, 1979, fire which gutted
the hotel, Halton police followed Mercurt
and Moreland to a Brampion urea motel, An
officer saw them fully clothed on & motel
room bed, No sex was observed.

Under cross-examination by defence
lawyer Rory Comnale, Moreland indicated
that she did not hold a romantic view of the
affair. '

“For me, {the relationship) was relief
from a gruelling work schedule and it was
also to maintain a decent working environ-
ment, so T wasn't harassed or bullied.

‘Bagsically, that’swhat itwas { or,” she said.

She acknowledged that she knew he was
seeing another woman at the time of their
relationship.

The court heard that Moreland committed
perjury during Mercuri’s preliminary hear-
ing. Court also learned that she recanted
soon afterwards, in time to correct the
impression she had given,

Moreland discounted Cornale’s view of
the role police played in getting her to
change her preliminary hearing testimony.
She nlso indicated that she does not know
why she perjured hersell in the first place,
but recalled a sense of relief after having
changed her testimony.

“The police were not the reason for my at-
tempt to commit suicide,”” Moreland told
the court, ;

Based on the standard set by the Supreme

Mercuri acquitted on perjury charge

Court of Canada—that for an accused Lo be
convicted of perjury he must have made
false statements under oath, known they
were false and have intended to mislead the
court—Judge Latimer found Mercuri not

guilty.

“In the opinion of this court, there is no
evidence of him intending to mislead the
(Supreme Court of Ontario),” he sald.

Crown argued that based on Mer-
curi’s testimony, the court could draw an
inference,

‘“‘Perhaps he was trying to give evidence
of being of good moral character and there-
fore he would not have set the fire,'” said the
Crown. '

Corpnle reminded Judge Latimer thal

during the murder trial, Mercuri admilled

having the affalr with the other woman,

Mrs. Mercuri and her son were in the
provincial court room during the perjury
trial last week.

Mercuri was convicted of the second
degree murder of hotel resident Howard
Gibbons. He died when the hotel, located on
Mnin St. N., beside Acton IGA, was com-
pletely gutted by fire,

Mercuri is seeking leave from the
Supreme Court of Canada to nﬂﬁpeni his
murder conviction. That effort has been
scheduled for next manth. The Ontario
Court of Appeal denied a similar appeal by
Mercuri in February.

The Supreme Court of Ontario sentenced
Mercuri to ten yenrs in prison hefore he will
be eligible for parole.

diers will take part In their own Christian education program during
regular Sunday ssrvices, one of several activilias organized by the
church's Cengregationsl Lile Commities.

Relativaly new to Acton's Knox Presbyterian,
Rev, Craig Cribar aees social and aducational
acilvities for members of his congregalion,
evon the litlle onas lsted on the "Cradle
Acll”, as an imporiant part of church fune-

“Those liltle volcas we hear in church are the

volces of the future,” Rav. Cribar told paranta
and grandparents at the Cradle Roll Tea Sun.
day. Dressed up in their finest outfits, the
youngeters aat quiolly down to tea at thair

own tables while i!glhhulhu popped.. |

Pat Trotter an_d Linda Ford
announce

New Vianagememnt Sale
September 26 « September 29

THE FABRIC SHOPPE

Reductions on
new arrivals,

Thisolfer explrea October 7, 1984

Selected Patterns
% l 00

each

SUPER SPECIALS

{WHILE SUFPPLY LASTS)

75 MILLST. E., ACTON — 853-1781

— STOREHOURS —

HALTON HILLS PLAZA

— 108.m.-5:30 p.m.
235 GUELPH ST., GEORGETOWN

~ 10a.m.-8:00 p.m.

Monday-Saturday
Thursday only
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